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PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS.  s 

is  thought  by  many  to  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  c  H  A  p- 
the  refentment  of  the  court,  and  that  the  charge  xv* 
of  high  treafon  was  not  legally  proved  a 
him  ;  much  lefs  againft  Algernon  Sidney, 
who  alfo  loll  his  life  on  a  fcaffold,  on  account  of 
the  fame  plot. 

The  difcovery  of  this  plot,  whatever  it  was, 
and  the  executions  confequent  thereon,  gave 
new  occafion  of  exultation  to  the  court  party, 
and  (Lengthened  the  hands  of  the  government 
and  perfecuting  magiftrates,  both  by  weaken¬ 
ing  the  oppofite  party,  and  by  furnifhing  a 
plaufible  pretext  for  rigorous  meafures  under 
the  mafk  of  vigilance  for  the  public  fecurity, 
and  guarding  againft  plots.  Through  the  ran¬ 
cour  of  party-prejudices  the  diffenters  in  general 
were,  by  the  reigning  party,  reprefented  as  re¬ 
bels  and  plotters,  and  renewed  occafion  taken 
from  thence  to  proceed  againft  them  with  frelh 
vigour ;  and  the  Quakers  amongft  the  reft  fuf- 
fering  under  the  weight  of  additional  oppref- 
fion,  and  thinking  themfelves  called  upon  to 
take  away  the  occafion  fought  againft  them,  by 
exculpating  their  fociety  from  any  concern  in 
plotting  or  acting  againft  government,  prefented 
the  following  addrels  : 

To  the  K  I  N  G. 

“  The  humble  addrefs  of  the  People  commonly 

“  called  Quakers : 


“  Oh  King, 

“  The  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  the  whole 
“  earth  incline  thy  heart  to  do  that  which  is 
“  juft  and  merciful  in  his  fight,  and  to  make 
“  fuch  clear  and  equal  diftinctions,  as  that  the 

“  innocent 
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c  h  a  p.  tc  innocent  may  not  fuffer  in  any  cafe  for  the 
xv.  «  guilty,  that  it  may  ever  redound  to  thy  honour 
“  and  fafety,  and  thy  peaceable  fubjects  com- 
‘683-  “  fort. 

<c  Our  innocency,  love  and  good-will  to  thy 
<c  perfon  and  the  government,  that  God  has 
“  committed  to  thee,  encourage  us  in  this  our 
ct  humble  addrefs  and  application. 

“  Whereas  the  late  plot  againft  the  king,  and 
“  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York,  See.  is  made 
“  an  occafion  to  perfecute  many  of  us  for  our 
“  religious  meetings  mere  feverely  than  for- 
<c  merly; 

“  We  do  folemnly  declare,  that  it  is  known 
<c  to  the  Divine  Majefty,  and  the  all-feeing  wif- 
“  dom  whereby  kings  reign  and  princes  decree 
6(  juftice,  that  our  manifold,  extreme  and  con- 
“  tinued  fufferings,  being  only  on  a  religious 
“  account,  have  not  been  the  lead;  motive  or 
“  provocation  to  us  to  defire,  much  lefs  to  con- 
“  trive,  the  lead  hurt  either  to  thy  perfon  or 
6t  government,  or  to  the  perfon  of  thy  brother 
“  the  Duke  of  York,  &c.  We  are  clear  in  the 
“  fight  of  God,  angels  and  men,  from  all  hel- 
<c  lidr  plots  and  traiterous  confpiracies,  and 
tc  from  all  murderous  defigns  and  undertakings 
“  againft  the  king,  his  brother,  or  any  perfon 
“  on  earth  whatsoever,  being  works  of  the 
“  devil  and  darknefs  ;  having  contrariwife 
“  learned  of  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord,  by  his  light 
“  and  grace  in  our  hearts,  not  fo  much  as  by 
“  force  to  defend,  much  lefs  avenge  ourfelves 
“  for  injuries  done  us,  but  to  commit  our 
“  caufe  to  him  that  judgeth  righteoufly,  as 
“  peaceable  followers  of  our  Saviour  and  Re- 

“  deemer. 
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“  deemer,  in  his  patient  example  and  fufferings,  c 
“  who  is  the  prince  of  peace. 

“  O  king,  we  do  further  declare,  that  God 
“  Almighty  hath  taught  and' engaged  us  to  ac- 
“  knowledge  and  a&ually  to  obey  magiftracy 
“  (as  his  ordinance)  in  all  things  not  repug- 
<c  nant  to  his  law  and  light  in  our  confciences, 

£C  which  is  certainly  agreeable  to  the  holy  fcrip- 
“  tures,  and  admits  not  of  any  immoral  or  in- 
“  jurious  action.  And  that  even,  where  through 
“  tendernefs  of  confcience  we  cannot  conform, 

“  it  is  our  duty  patiently  to  fuffer,  and  not  to 
“  rebel  nor  feek  revenge.  And  we  hope,  by 
“  his  divine  grace,  ever  to  demean  ourfelves  as 
“  peaceable-minded  Chriltians,  in  our  converfa- 
“  tions  under  the  civil  government.  And  a£ 

“  we  do  fincerely  and  with  reverence  confefs  the 
cc  divine  power  and  providence  in  thy  reftora- 
“  tion,  and  the  prefervation  of  thy  perfon  hi- 
“  therto,  fo  our  prayers  and  Applications  are 
t;  to  the  Almighty  for  thy  future  fafety  and 
t£  peace  ;  and  that  in  a  thankful  remembrance 
of  God’s  great  mercies  towards  thee,  thou 
“  mayeft  be  thereby  obliged  to  (hew  mercy,  and 
“  to  relieve  the  oppreffed  from  thofe  unmerited 
“  affiiclions  and  perfecutions,  which  a  great 
“  number  of  us,  thy  peaceable  fubjedls,  do 
“  even  at  this  day  fulfer  under,  in  our  perfons 
“  and  eftates,  not  only  by  laws  made  againlt, 
‘c  but  alfo  by  laws  never  intended  againft  us  ; 

<c  and  which  is  more  extreme,  divers  feverities 
“  of  late  have  been,  and  ftill  are  inflicted,  for 
“  which  no  colour  or  pretence  of  law  have 
“  been  or  can  be  alleged,  feveral  jails  being 
“  fo  filled  as  that  they  want  air,  and  many 
“  innocent  perfons  are  held  under  extreme 

“  diftrefs, 
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diftrefs,  without  regard  to  age,  fex  or  con¬ 
dition,  to  the  lofs  of  fome  lives  already,  and 
apparent  hazard  of  many  more,  if  not  to  the 
endangering  infection  in  divers  cities  and 
places  in  this  nation ;  and  many  houfes, 
fhops,  barns  and  fields  are  ranfacked,  and 
fwept  of  goods,  corn  and  cattle,  tending  alfo 
to  the  great  difcouragement  of  trade  and 
hufbandry,  and  to  the  impoverifhing  of  a 
great  number  of  quiet  and  induftrious  peo¬ 
ple,  and  for  no  other  caufe  but  for  their  reli¬ 
gious  worfhip,  and  the  exercife  of  their  tender 
confciences  towards  Almighty  God  that  made 
them,  who  is  the  fovereign  Lord  of  all,  and 
king  in  men’s  confciences. 

“  Therefore  we  humbly  intreat  thee,  O  king, 
in  princely  juftice,  chriflian  charity  and  com- 
paffion,  to  open  our  prifon  doors,  and  take 
off  our  bonds,  relieve  the  innocent  and  op- 
preffed  in  thy  land  that  fear  God,  and  (in  con- 
verfation)  truly  honour  the  king  ;  and  fuffer 
not  the  ruin  of  fuch  as  are  quiet  in  the  land, 
nor  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherlefs,  for  theip 
peaceable  confciences,  to  lie  at  the  door  of  a 
prince  profefling  the  tender  and  compafiionate 
religion  of  ChrifL” 


Although  the  king  (who  did  not  naturally  de¬ 
light  in  cruelty)  feemed  affedted  with  this  exhi¬ 
bition  of  unreafonable  and  unmerited  fufferings, 
and  after  George  Whitehead,  A.  Parker,  G. 
Latey  and  F.  Camfield,  who  prefented  it,  were 
withdrawn,  expreffed  himfelf  (as  they  were  in¬ 
formed  )  to  one  of  his  courtiers  Handing  by : 
What  fhall  we  do  for  this  people?  the  prifons 
are  full  of  them;”  The  party  to  whom  he  ad- 

dreffed 
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drefled  this  query,  to  divert  his  attention  there-  chap. 
from,  drew  him  into  converfation  upon  fome  XVi 
other  topic,  fo  that  little  or  no  relaxation  of 
the  oppreffive  meafures  refulted  from  this  addrefs, 
nor  during  the  remainder  of  this  monarch’s 
reign. 

While  the  people  called  Quakers  were  thus  Rife  of  the 
haraffed  by  perfecuticn  from  others,  there  had  ^john™ 
arifen  a  dilfent  among  themfelves,  which 
now  of  fome  years  (landing.  It  took  its 
from  a  difference  of  l’entiment  in  relation  to 
church  difcipline,  a  matter  not  eafily  fettled,  fo  Caufes 
as  to  guard  againft  the  fubjeding  of  confluence therecf- 
to  an  undue  ecclefiaftical  authority  on  one  hand, 
or  an  unlimited  liberty  introducing  anarchy 
and  confufion  on  the  other.  And  although  the 
difcipline  eflablifhed  among  this  people  appears 
calculated  to  avoid  each  extreme,  as  it  relates 
to  moral  conduct  more  than  to  nice  fpeculative 
points  of  religion  ;  yet  almolt  from  its  lirlt  efta- 
blifhment,  jealoufies  were  entertained  thereof, 
and  the  eftablifhment  oppofed  by  feveral  of  the 
members  from  different  motives  :  By  fome  from 
difguft,  becaufe  they  could  not  obtain  that  pre¬ 
eminence  among  their  brethren  which  they 
withed  for,  without  merit  to  procure  it,  nor  ob¬ 
tain  fuch  weight  of  influence  over  their  meet¬ 
ings,  as  to  carry  things  always  as  they  defirea ; 
by  others  from  a  wifh  to  take  a  greater  latitude 
of  condud  than  the  felf-denying  principles  of 
the  fociety  allowed  ;  to  refrain  the  attendance  of 
religious  meetings  for  fear  of  human  penalties, 
and  pay  tithes  and  fuch-like  demands  to  evade 
fuffering.  Thefe  were  averfe  to  a  dhcipiine 
circumscribing  their  condud  within  limits  they 
were  inclined  to  tranfgrefs,  and  for  which  they 
'■  ‘  did 
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chap,  did  not  wifh  to  come  under  cenfure  or  control 
xv.  Others  midook  a  regulation  folely  defigned  to 
guard  the  pra&ice  of  the  members  from  enor- 
i675-  mity,  and  in  a  regularity  of  life  and  manners, 
confident  with  the  purity  of  their  profeflion,  for 
an  attempt  to  force  upon  confcience  an  unifor¬ 
mity  of  worfhip,  and  fpeculative  notions,  and 
to  lubject  them  to  ecclebadical  power.  Thefe 
apprehenfions  fecretly  fpreading  in  the  hearts, 
and  private  converfations  of  the  diffatisfied,  at 
length  broke  out  in  a  public  oppofition  to  .the 
body  of  the  fociety,  and  chiefly  to  the  mod  dif- 
tinguifhed  members  thereof. 

The  leaders  of  this  oppofition  were  two  north- 
countrymen,  John  Wilkinfon  and  John  Story; 
who  having  appeared  as  miniders,  and  not 
keeping  in  the  humility  becoming  their  dations, 
but  thinking  of  themfelves  more  highly  than 
they  ought  to  think,  began  to  confider  them¬ 
felves  as  elders  worthy  of  pre-eminence,  and  to 
look  for  greater  deference,  than  the  mod  fenfible 
part  of  their  brethren  thought  it  right  to  pay 
them;  who  rather  warned  them  of  the  danger 
they  appeared  to  be  in,  of  lofmg  themrelves,  by 
indulging  an  afpiring  mind.  Such  admonitions 
were  very  ungrateful  and  mortifying  to  their 
pride,  and  perceiving  thereby  that  they  were 
not  in  the  honourable  edimation  with  their  friends 
of  found  judgment,  which  they  affected,  they 
let  in  a  difgud  and  grudging  againd  them  ;  and 
They  er-  to  drengthen  themfelves,  endeavoured  to  gain 
formT t0  adherents  from  amongd  the  loofer  and  weaker 
party,  members  of  the  fociety,  by  foot'ning  doctrines  to 
the  favourers  of  libertinifm,  vilifying  the  reli¬ 
gious  care  of  friends  to  preferve  them  in  an  or¬ 
derly  and  chridian  converfaticn  and  practice,  as 

an 
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an  impofition  on  their  gofpel  liberty ;  and  by  c  h  a  p 
wily  infmuations  to  the  more  fimple  and  honed:,  xv. 
and  if  the  body  of  friends  were  apoftatized  from  v — v'— ; 
their  original  principles,  and  inftead  of  referring  I^7S- 
them  for  direction  to  the  light  in  themfelves, 
were  now  drawing  them  off  therefrom  to  the 
doctrines  of  men.  By  fuch  means  drawing  a ar^ 
party  into  their  own  fentiments  and  views,  they  fndthlfion 
caufed  a  rent  and  divifion  in  the  quarterly  meet- ciuarter!r 
ing  of  Weftmoreland,  to  which  they  belonged.  wetwe 
The  judicious  members  of  this  meeting  withlaud- 
pain  obferving  the  dangerous  tendency  of  thefe 
proceedings,  to  deftroy  the  peace  of  fociety, 
and  to  introduce  contention  into  their  meetings, 
eftablilhed  for  edification  ;  to  prevent  the  hurt 
and  wounding  the  peace  of  mind  naturally  re- 
fulting  from  unedifying  difputes,  ufed  chriftian 
endeavours  to  reclaim  them,  by  calm  reafoning 
to  convince  them  of  the  prejudicial  confequences 
of  their  litigious  proceedings  to  themfelves  and 
to  the  fociety,  by  earned:  entreaties  to  return  to 
3.  date  of  greater  humility  and  nearer  unity 
with  the  body  of  which  they  profeffed  them¬ 
felves  members :  but  all  their  endeavours  were 
fruflrated,  by  means  of  the  unreafonable  pre¬ 
judice  which  they  had  imbibed  againft  the  mod: 
confiderable  members  of  their  own  meetings, 
and  of  the  fociety  at  large  ;  looking  upon  it,  it  is 
like,  in  the  prevailing  vanity  of  their  minds,  as 
a  more  fplendid  fituation,  to  be  leaders  of  a 
party  in  the  wrong,  than  to  lofe  their  diflinc- 
tion  by  ranking  again  witji  a  fociety,  amongft 
w'hom  the  fuperior  qualifications  of  many  mem¬ 
bers  in  capacity  and  virtue  might  involve  them 
amongft  the  common  mafs,  and  with  whom 
their  credit,  they  imagined,  was  impaired ;  fo 
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XV. 

1675- 

Friends  of 
Weftmore 
land  tndea- 
Ttmrtohave 
the  matter 
referred  to 
indifferent 
friends  of 
tbe  neigh¬ 
bouring 
counties. 


that  they  treated  all  the  well-meant  endeavours 
of  their  belt  friends,  for  their  own  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  good,  with  contempt,  and  perfifted  in 
their  oppofition  with  a  fpirit  which  threatened 
an  open  breach  ;  to  prevent  which,  if  polfible, 
the  quarterly  meeting  of  Weftmor eland  thought 
it  expedient  to  refer  the  cafe  to  the  judgment 
of  unprejudiced  friends  of  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
ties,  who  had  had  no  concern  in  the  differences 
amongft  them,  and  accordingly  at  their  re- 
queft  fix  of  the  moil  eminent  and  judicious 
friends  jaf  Cumberland,  (amongft  whom  was 
John  Burnyeat,  from  whofe  narrative  this  ex- 
trad!  is  made)  and  feveral  of  Yorkfhire,  went 
over  to  a  meeting  appointed  by  the  faid  quar¬ 
terly  meeting,  oil  purpofe  to  hear  and  determine 
the  matter  of  difference  ;  but  their  opponents 
would  not  appear,  though  duly  apprized  of  time 
and  place,  but  by  letter  refufed  to  come,  and 
difowned  the  meeting. 

Thefe  friends  of  the  adjacent  counties  being 
unwilling  to  come  to  a  judgment  without  hear¬ 
ing  both  parties  concerned  face  to  face,  defired 
another  meeting  :  to  which  friends  of  Weft- 
moreland  readily  afienting,  it  was  appointed  at 
Milthrop  next  day,  and  the  faid  mediators 
themfelves  went  as  meflengers  to  Wilkinfon, 
Story  and  others,  to  defire  their  attendance  at 
the  meeting  ;  but  they  were  fo  elevated  in  their 
minds,  and  fo  confined  in  their  own  opinion, 
that  they  treated  them,  their  meflage  and  cor¬ 
dial  advice,  with  flight  and  contempt ;  and  by 
their  reflexions  and  conduct  manifefted  their 
fpirit s  to  be  wrong,  and  that  they  were  not  by 
any  means  to  be  reconciled  to  their  friends,  or 
to  be  prevailed  upon  to  come  to  a  candid  and 

fober 
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fober  difcuflion  of  the  fubjecls  of  their  difcon-  chap. 
tent,  or  to  meet  the  complainants  face  to  face.  xv. 
The  friends  called  in  as  mediators  having  heard 
them  in  iuch  manner  as  they  could,  proceeded  ie75* 
to  give  a  fecond  hearing  to  thofe  of  the  meet- 
ing  aggrieved,  which  having  done,  they  with-  agaioft  the 
drew  to  confider  the  whole  matter  among  them- 
felves  ;  and  having  taken  down  the  heads  in  ticn.  ‘ 
writing,  after  a  lolid  conference  thereupon,  they 
came  unanimcufly  to  the  judgment,  That  fee¬ 
ing  thefe  men  had  fet  themfelves  againft  every 
approach  to  a  reconciliation,  and  flighted  the 
tendered  advice,  entreaties  and  perfuafions  that 
could  be  extended  to  them,  they  had  diflblved 
the  bonds  of  unity  with  the  fociety,  by  a  pub¬ 
lic  oppcfition  to  the  good  order  edablifhed 
therein ;  and  appearing  determined  to  conti¬ 
nue  in  their  oppofition,  and  they  having  cleared 
themfelves  by  tender  admonition  to  them,  that 
they  were  nowr  authorized  to  tedify  againd 
them  and  their  fpirit ;  and  accordingly  drew  up 
a  tedimony,  and  left  it  with  friends  of  the 
quarterly  meeting  of  Wedmoreland.  Thefe 
meetings  were  held  the  latter  end  of  the  year 

i675\ 

This  judgment  increafing  the  difcontent  and  1676. 
clamour  of  this  redlels  party,  who  feem  to 
have  had  a  life  in  contention  and  railing  ;  the 
fociety,  out  of  condefcenfion,  to  make  another 
trial  if  they  could  at  all  be  wron  upon,  appointed 
a  meeting  at  Drawell,  near  Sedbergh  in  York-  = 
(hire,  on  the  border  of  Wedmoreland,  to  give  DnmcU 
them  a  fair  opportunity  of  being  heard  upon 
the  fubje&s  of  their  difcontent.  The  friends 
who  had  before  drawn  up  the  tedimony  againd 
them  attended,  with  many  other  ancient  friends 

from 
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chap,  from  other  parts,  and  gave  thefe  diffatisfied  per- 
xv-  fons  a  full  hearing.  They  fpent  four  days  l’uc- 
ceffively  in  a  patient  and  full  enquiry  into 
1676.  tpe  difagreeable  fubject  of  this  difference,  and 
hearing1111  Plainly  perceiving  that  it  proceeded  from  a 
confirm  the  fpirit  of  contention  and  oppofition  to  the  intro- 
judgment.  jU(q:jon  Gf  regularity  and  good  order  into  the 
fociety,  they  befought  them,  with  an  affectionate 
tendernefs,  to  return  to  that  love  and  pacific 
difpofition  which  cements  the  community  in 
union  and  mutual  benevolence  ;  but  ftill,  all 
endeavours  proving  ineffectual  to  reclaim  them, 
and  they  obftinately  perfifting  in  their  oppofi¬ 
tion,  this  meeting  alfo,  enlarged  by  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  elders  and  unprejudiced  members  from 
feveral  parts,  confirmed  the  judgment  of  the 
former,  which  difturbed  the  opponents  fo  far, 
that  they  foon  after  detached  themfelves  entirely 
from  the  fociety,  and  fet  up  a  feparate  meet- 


The  yearly 


ing. 


met.t  The  yearly  meeting  foon  after  coming  on, 

takes  the  this  divifion  in  Weflmoreland,  with  other  im- 
ccnfidera-0  portant  matters,  engaged  the  attention  and 
tion.  confideration  thereof.  In  refult  the  faid  meet¬ 
ing  wrote  two  epiflles,  one  of  caution  and  ad¬ 
vice  to  Wilkinfon  and  Story,  as  leaders  of  the 
oppofition,  to  diffolve  their  feparate  meeting, 
and  to  be  reconciled  to  their  brethren,  before 
they  went  abroad  to  offer  their  gift ;  the  other 
epiille  was  directed  to  their  meeting,  advifing 
them  to  withdraw  therefrom,  and  return  to  their 
former  fellowfhip  with  the  fociety.  Yet  ftill 
the  well-meant  advice  of  their  friends  had  no 
prevalent  effect  with  the  greater  number,  as  the 
arrogance,  obftinacy  and  bitternefs  of  their 

fpirits 
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fpirits  feemed.  the  more . odnfinnsed  .by  ill  thee  h  a  p. 
endeavours  ufed  to  allay  them.  xv. 

This  difference  about  church  difeipline  drew  ^ 
from  William  Penn  a  fmall  treatife,  entitled  A  l6?6- 
brief  Examination  of  Liberty  fpiritual ,  defigned  to  ^jtfsc"“on 
inform  the  judgments  of  the  diffatisfied.  Robert  the  fubjeft 
Barclay  alio  took  up  his  pen  upon  the  fame  £on  u  Ivl* 
occafion,  and  handled  the  fubject  more  copi- 
oufly,  in  a  piece  under  the  title  of  The  Anarchy  “Jcfaobj;£ 
of  the  Ranters  and  other  Libertines ,  the  Hierarchy  Anarchy  of 
of  the  Romanijis  and  other  pretended  Churches, thc  RaLU'  s‘ 
equally  refufed  and  refuted.  In  which,  with  his 
ufual  clearnefs  and  ftrength  of  reafoning,  he 
vindicated  the  difeipline  eftablilhed  among!!  this 
people  againft  thole  who  accufe  them  of  con- 
fufion  and  diforder  on  one  hand,  and  fuch  as 
calumniate  them  with  tyranny  and  impofition  on 
the  other:  He  drew  upon  himfelf  much  reproach 
and  inve&ive  from  thefe  feparatifts,  who  ima-  caiu^n^of 
gined  his  wrork  w^as  pointed  at  their  diffent,  and the  Pa«y 
found  his  arguments  too  conclufive  to  anfwer.  “httcr. 
They  called  his  fmcerity  in  his  profeflion  in 
queftion,  infmuating  he  might  be  popifhly  af¬ 
fected,  if  not  a  papilt,  being  educated  in  France 
under  an  uncle  that  was  a  papift,  if  not  a  prieft, 
and  maintained  church  authority  upon  the  fame 
principles  that  the  Romanifts  have  done  :  But 
what  will  not  prejudice  mifreprefent  ?  He  all  along 
maintains  it  on  different  principles,  and  much 
of  the  work  is  employed  in  Ihewing  the  dif¬ 
ference. 

Of  thefe  leaders  of  feparation,  Story  was  the 
more  confiderable  among  their  partizans,  b  and 

more 
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chap  more  '.active*  in  propagating  :the.  ciiffent  in  other 
xv-  parts  of  the  nation.  For  this  purpofe  he  tra- 
' — veiled  in  fundry  parts,  but  it  was  in  Briftol  and 
1676.  fome  0f  the  weftern  counties  that  he  gained  moll 
aIvo^a°tesrs  adherents ;  amongfl  thefe,  William  Rogers,  a 
the  caufe  of  merchant  of  Briilol,  a  bold  and  aCtive  man, 
fats  rpa  a  entertaining  a  high  opinion  of  his  own  capacity 
and  abilities,  (food  forth  as  champion  of  their 
caufe  :  He  firfl  difcovered  himfelf  as  fuch  in 
advancing  fundry  objections  to  Robert  Bar¬ 
clay’s  book,  which  he  handed  about  in  ma¬ 
nuscript  about  the  year  1677;  upon  which,  at 
Robert  Barclay’s  requeft,  he  met  him  in  Lon¬ 
don,  in  order,  that  by  a  cool  and  moderate  con- 
*  ference  before  divers  friends  from  different  parts 
of  the  nation,  Robert  Barclay  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  the  palfages  objected 
to,  which  he  apprehended  William  Rogers  had 
mifunderftood,  in  order  that  by  fatisfying  and 
convincing  him  of  his  miftakes,-  an  unedifying 
controverfy  might  be  prevented.  In  confequence 
of  this  conference,  William  Rogers  wrote  a 
letter  to  his  friends,  in  which  is  the  following 
paffage :  “  Tne  meeting  was  this  day  had,  and 
44  in  it  a  chrtjiian  and  very  fair  debate,  to  the 
44  Satisfaction  of  both  of  us,  as  far  as  I  can  un- 
44  derftand  ;  and  the  matters  chiefly  objected  by 
44  me  were  fairly  and  brother -like,  and  in  much 
44  love,  difcourfed  ;  and  upon  the  whole  matter 
44  I  am  Satisfied,  that  Robert  Barclay  is  not 
principled  fo  as  I  and  others  have  taken  his 
book  to  import.” 

Yet  notwithftanding  this  fair  conceflion,  ap. 
parent  candour  often  wants  a  bottom  of  fincerity 
with  thofe  who  have  Suffered  their  tempers  to  be 
imbittered  with  the  Spirit  of  party.  Some  months 
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after  this  the  faid  William  Rogers  and  his  ad-  CHAP, 
herents  wrote  fundry  other  papers  againft  Robert  xv. 
Barclay’s  book  and  principles,  not  devoid  of 
uncharitable  reflections  upon  the  author,  and  i676 
fpread  them  abroad  unknown  to  him,  while  he 
was  confined  in  prifon  at  Aberdeen.  This  un¬ 
generous  treatment  occafioned  Robert  Barclay 
to  write  a  vindication  and  explanatory  poftfcript 
to  his  Anarchy  of  the  Ranters ,  in  order  to  give 
■  fatisfaCtion  to  all  of  the  fociety,  but  thofe  who 
through  prejudice  feemed  refolved  not  to  be  fa- 
tisfied. 

In  the  year  1682  William  Rogers  appeared  w:£°Kert 

*  .  .  '  ,  1  *  1  i  r  publithei  an 

in  print  in  a  quarto  volume,  to  which  he  gaveabufive 
the  pompous  title  of  The  Chri/iian  Quaker,  diftin - 
guijhed  from  the  Apojiate  and  Innovator  ;  under  the  chrif- 
the  former  defcription  comprehending  himfelf 
and  his  own  party,  and  reprefenting  the  main 
body  of  the  fociety  as  apoftates  and  innovators. 

This  book,  which  foon  funk  into  oblivion,  was 
'more  remarkable  for  paflionate  intemperance  of 
language  than  foundnefs  of  reafoning,  abounding 
in  perfonal  inveCtives  againft  many  of  the  molt 
eminent  members  of  this  fociety  ;  but  the  chief 
force  of  the  envy  of  him  and  his  party  was 
pointed  at  George  Fox,  as  being  the  inftrument 
of  eftablifhing  that  good  order  which  they  wanted 
to  have  confidered  as  a  grievance0.  Both  their 
difcourfes  and  writings  manifefted  the  deep  pre¬ 
judice  they  had  imbibed  againft  this  irreproach¬ 
able  character,  which  anfwered  not  their  defign 
of  lcftening  him,  or  exalting  themfelves,  or  their 
caufe,  in  the  eyes  of  the  fociety,  or  the  world  j 
but  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  manifefting 
Vol.  III.  B  his 
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CHAP,  his  Ready  adherence  to  the  inward  principle  of 
xv.  truth,  and  the  firmnefs  of  his  mind  in  a  new  light, 
being  preferved  by  confcious  innocence  in  a 
1682.  reftitude  and  dignity  of  conduct,  as  fuperior  to 
wrath  from  the  fhafts  of  envy,  as  to  fear  frc  m 
the  oppreflion  of  power;  he  bore  all  their  weak- 
nefs  and  malice  with  invincible  patience,  forgave 
all  their  bitter  fpeeches,  praying  for  them,  that 
they  might  recover  a  found  mind,  not  returning 
reflection  for  reflection,  but  charitably  endea¬ 
vouring  to  convince  them  of  the  danger  of  tl  e 
error  into  which  they  were  fallen,  and  the  hurt 
they  had  fuflained  thereby ;  and  by  verbal  admo¬ 
nitions  and  various  epiftles  to  preferve  the  fociety 
at  large  from  being  entangled  in  the  like  fnare, 
laying  open  the  fubtlety  of  that  fpirit  by 
which  they  were  actuated,  in  entertaining  and 
fpreading  groundlefs  jealoufies  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  care  of  friends  over  each  other  for  their 
good. 

The  aforementioned  performance  of  William 
Rogers  meeting  with  great  applaufe  from  his 
own  party,  increafed  his  vanity  to  that  degree, 
that  he  came  up  to  the  yearly  meeting  at  London 
in  1682  ;  and  at  the  conclufion  thereof  he  gave 
william  notice  in  writing  to  this  effect,  viz.  44  that  if 

chaUcnVeto <C  any  were  diffatisfied  with  his  book,  he  was 
the  yearly  44  there  ready  to  maintain  and  defend,  both  it  and 
«ptedlS  3C~  “  hinrfelf  againlt  all  oppofers.”  This  vaunting 
challenge  was  neither  dreaded  nor  flighted,  but 
an  anfwer  immediately  returned  him  in  writing, 
that,  44  as  many  were  diffatisfied  with  his  book 
44  and  him,  he  fhould  not  fail  (God  willing)  to 
44  be  met  by  the  fixth  hour  next  morning  at  the 
£4  meeting  place  at  Devonfiiire  houfe/* 


The 


PEOPLE  called  QJJ AKERS. 

The  meeting  was  held  accordingly,  and  conti-  chap. 
hued till  noon,  when  it  appeared  that'  notwith-  xv. 
Handing  his  vaunt  he  was  not  equal  to  the  talk 
he  had  undertaken  ;  for  although  he  was  attend-  i6^2- 
ed  by  many  of  his  party  to  abet  and  affifl  him,  he 
was  fo  fairly  foiled,  and  his  errors  and  petulancy 
fo  fully  expofed,  that  he  quitted  both  the  meeting, 
and  the  city  abruptly,  refufing  a  fecond  meeting, 
which  was  offered  for  the  further  difcuffion  of  the 
fubjecl  of  difference,  leaving  this  frivolous  excufe 
for  his  precipitate,  retreat,  that  he  had  before 
given  earned:  for  his  paffage  in  the  ftage  coach 
home,  and  was  not  willing  to  lofe  it. 

This  book  of  his  did  not  pafs  unanfwered.  ^  Eiwood 
Thomas  Elwood  publiffied  a  reply,  under  the  title  white-0'6'” 
of  An  Antidote  again/l  the  Inf ed  ion  of  William  re~ 
Rogers’s  book ,  mifcalled  the  Chrijiian  Quaker,  an- 1 
fwering  it  paragraphically.  To  which  it  doth 
not  appear  that  any  rejoinder  was  ever  given. 

George  Whitehead  alfo  publiffied  remarks  upon 
it,  in  a  piece,  entitled  The  Accufer  of  the  Bre¬ 
thren  caft  down. 

It  hath  been  remarked,  that  the  eftablilhing  of  Remark, 
difcipline,  and  inftituting  of  men’s  and  women’s 
meetings  for  the  fupporting  thereof,  was  the  origi¬ 
nal  caufe  of  this  ditfent  and  temporary  reparation. 

The  feparatiffs  urging  againft  them,  that  every 
man  having  received  a  meafure  of  the  fpirit  of 
God,  ought  to  follow  that  as  his  leader,  without 
regarding  the  prefcriptions  of  men  ;  that  thofe 
meetings  of  difcipline  were  therefore  needlefs,  as 
being  employed  in  prefcribing  rules  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  fociety,  and  requiring  their  obfer- 
vance  thereof,  drawing  an  invidious  parallel  be- 
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c  ri  A  P.  tween  them  and  the  Romiih  councils  and  their 
xv.  decrees ;  that  fuch  meetings  and  rules  were  an 
impofition  upon  confcience,  and  in  them  fome 
1682.  men  Were  fet  up  to  ufurp  authority  in  the  church 
over  their  brethren ;  that  nothing  ought  to  be 
given  forth  in  the  church  of  Chrift  but  by  way 
of  advice  or  recommendation  ;  and  that  every 
man  ought  be  to  left  at  his  liberty  to  a£t  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  light  of  his  own  confcience  without 
cenfure,  or  being  accountable  to  any  man,  but 
only  to  God,  the  foie  proper  judge  of  con- 
fcience. 

Againft  women’s  meetings  they  more  particu¬ 
larly  objected,  as  ufurping  authority  in  the 
church,  contrary  to  the  apoftle  Paul’s  prohibi¬ 
tion. 

In  fupport  of  the  difcipline  introduced  into 
the  fociety  it  was  advanced,  in  oppofition  to  fuch 
arguments,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is  one  and 
the  fame  in  all,  and  leads  all  who  are  faithful 
to  its  dictates  into  all  truth  and  righteoufnefs, 
into  unity  and  brotherly  kindnefs ;  that  God, 
who,  according  to  the  apoftle’s  teftimony,  is  a 
God  of  order  and  not  of  confufion,  doth  not 
by  his  Spirit  lead  any  into  confufion  and  difor- 
der  ;  but  that  they  who  walk  in  the  light,  as  he 
is  in  the  light,  have  fellowfhip  one  with  another  ; 
that  therefore  the  only  rational  ground  of  dif* 
fent,  as  following  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit,  with¬ 
out  regarding  the  prefcriptions  of  men,  muft  be 
becaufe  thefe  prefcriptions  are  oppofite  to,  or  in- 
confiftent  with,  the  dictates  of  the  Spirit  of  God  : 
that  the  fcriptures  of  truth  are  allowed  to  be 
written  by  holy  men  of  old,  as  they  were  in- 
fpired  by  the  Holy  Ghofl,  and  this  Spirit  is 
’  not  inconfiftent  with  itfelf;  if  therefore  thefe  pre¬ 
fcriptions 
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fcriptions  of  men  are  confonant  to  and  confirmed  chap. 
by  the  fcriptures,  he  who  follows  the  leadings  of  xv. 
the  Spirit  can  have  no  reafon  to  rejed  prefcrip- 
tions  dictated  by  the  fame  Spirit,  or  regulated  by  1682 
that  rule  which  is  univerfally  acknowledged  by 
Chriftians  to  have  been  didated  thereby,  that 
therefore  this  argument,  plaufible  as  it  may  ap¬ 
pear,  proves  nothing,  till  the  prefcriptions  be 
firft  proved  inconfiflent  with  the  fcriptures  of 
truth  or  right  reafon,  which  they  apprehend  had 
not  been  done  in  the  cafe  between  the  fociety 
and  the  difcontented  party.  That  the  parallel 
attempted  to  be  drawn  between  the  church  go¬ 
vernment  adopted  by  friends,  and  that  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  was  ill  founded,  their  principles 
and  fpirit  in  the  adminiftration  of  this  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  ends  to  which  it  was  direded, 
being  quite  different  both  in  nature  and  objed  : 

In  nature,  as  not  being  coercive  or  penal  upon 
the  perfons  or  eflates  of  fuch  as  diffent,  and  that 
not  only  for  want  of  power,  but  becaufe  fuch 
penalties  are  unauthorized  by  the  Gofpel  and 
primitive  pradice  of  the  church  ;  in  objed,  be¬ 
caufe  the  former  regards  matters  of  faith  and 
worfhip,  but  the  latter  only  orderly  condud, 
agreeable  to  the  principles  of  the  fociety. 

Hence  the  plea  of  liberty  of  confcience,  which 
hath  been  reafonably  advanced  by  proteflants 
againfl  the  hierarchy  of  the  church  of  Rome,  as 
eftablifhing  articles  of  faith,  inflitutions  of  wor¬ 
fhip,  and  ceremonious  obfervations,  for  which 
they  have  no  authority  from  fcripture,  or  the  pri¬ 
mitive  pradice  of  the  church,  is  groundlefsly  or 
abfurdly  advanced  in  oppofition  to  the  difcipline 
of  this  fociety:  For  although  we  may  reafonably 
plead  a  fcruple  of  confcience  againfl  acknow¬ 
ledging 
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chap,  ledging  fuch  an  article  of  faith,  or  pra&ifing 
xv*  fuch  an  inftitution  of  worfhip  as  hath  not  God  for 
the  object ;  yet  we  cannot  reafonably  plead  the 
i68i.  like  fcruple  againil  fupporting  the  poor,  vifiting 
the  Tick,  ending  differences,  reproving  the  li¬ 
centious,  reclaiming  backfliders ;  neither  againft 
punctuality  to  our  engagements;  doing  juftly  and 
living  temperately ;  nor  againft  obtaining  the 
confent  of  parents  and  relations  concerned  in 
cafes  of  marriage;  or  to  give  them,  or  the  fociety 
fatisfa&ion  as  to  clearnefs  from  all  others,  and 
to  wait  previous  to  marriage  for  due  enquiry  to 
be  made  thereinto.  That  in  fociety,  meetings  of 
difeipline  are  fo  far  from  being  needlefs  ;  that 
they  are  both  neceffary  and  ufeful  for  attaining 
the  beft  ends  of  uniting  together  in  fociety.  All 
focieties,  for  inftance,  have  poor,  fick  and  aged 
members,  widows  and  orphans,  who  demand  the 
care  of  the  body  ;  this  care  cannot  -be  taken  ef¬ 
fectually  without  fome  method  ;  nor  that  method 
univerfally  fettled  but  by  the  deliberation  and 
concurrence  of  the  community  :  And  further, 
all  focieties  marry,  trade  and  converge,  and  have 
one  time  or  other  feme  who  are  unjuft,  litigious, 
licentious,  and  others  who  may  not  fall  under 
the  cenfure  of  thofe  without,  yet  violate  the  tef- 
timony  and  principles  upon  which  they  joined 
themfelves  in  fellowlhip.  Has  then  the  fociety  no 
power  to  eftablilh  fuch  regulations  as  may  pre¬ 
vent  diforder  and  fcandal  ?  And  is  not  the  body 
at  large  the  propereft  judge  to  deliberate  and  de¬ 
termine  what  is  the  fitted  method  to  be  pur- 
fued  in  fuch  cafes  ?  That  although  God  be 
the  only  proper  judge  of  confcience,  and  man 
be  accountable  to  him  alone  for  the  inward  per- 
fuafion  and  frame  of  his  mind,  yet  for  his  vifi- 
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(jle  conduct  and  converfation,  which  are  cogni-  CHAP, 
zable  to  men,  he  is  accountable  not  only  to  civil  xv. 
but  alfo  to  religious  fociety,  while  he  continueth 
a  member  thereof,  becaufe  the  reputation  of  the  *682. 
-fociety  is  virtually  interefted  therein,  and  may  be 
materially  injured  by  a  deviation  from  the  rec¬ 
titude  of  condudt  profeffed  by  them,  as  a  con- 
fequence  of  their  principles  ;  and  that  to  pre- 
ferve  a  confiftency  of  conduct  with  virtuous,  juft 
and  benevolent  principles,  a  chriftian  commu¬ 
nity  or  church,  properly  fo  called,  hath  a  power 
not  only  to  iffue  advice  and  recommendations, 
but  to  eftablifh  rules  of  difcipline  for  regulating 
this  external  condudt,  having  the  precedent  of 
the  chriftian  church  in  its  pureft  ftate;  for  we 
are  dearly  informed  in  the  A£ts  of  the  Apoftles, 
that  they  made  rules  for  the  conduct  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church,  and  difperfed  them  to  the  be¬ 
lievers  for  their  obfervation.  As  they  went  through 
the  cities  they  delivered  them  the  decrees  for  to 
keep ,  which  were  ordained  of  the  Apoftles  and  El¬ 
ders  which  were  at  ferufalem.  And  the  churches 
were  ejiablijhed  in  the  faith ,  and  increafed  in  num¬ 
bers  daily.  Acts  xvi.  4,  5. 

And  as  to  their  objections  to  the  women’s 
meetings  which  were  eftablilhed  in  fuffering  times 
for  the  purpofes  of  aftifting  in  the  care  of  the 
poor,  the  fick  and  the  imprifoned,  the  apoftle’s 
prohibition  affects  them  not ;  it  being  abfurd  to 
imagine  that  he  ever  meant  to  difcourage  religious 
women  from  cultivating  the  natural  tendernefs  of 
their  hearts,  and  following  the  impulfe  thereof, 
inclining  them  to  a£ts  of  charity,  in  extending 
a  tender  care  towards  their  friends  in  prifon,  the 
poor  or  the  afflicted  j  and  although,  fince  that 
time,  a  motherly,  watchful  care  over  their  own 
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CHAP,  fex  to  preferve  them  in  an  orderly  converfation 
xv.  hath  been  devolved  upon  them,  as  the  propereft 
to  advife  and  counfel  in  many  cafes,  yet  their 
1682.  meetings  have  no  afpedt  of  ufurping  authority 
over  the  man,  as  they  have  neither  any  over  fight 
of  the  men’s  meeting,  nor  were  their  own  meet¬ 
ings  and  fervices  eftablifhed  but  in  compliance 
with  the  defire  and  directions  of  the  men,  from 
the  confideration  of  the  ufefulnefs  thereof. 

In  fine,  the  independency  claimed  by  the  dif- 
contented  party  is  incompatible  with  the  exift- 
ence  of  fociety;  abfolute  independency  in  fo- 
ciety  being  a  contradiction  in  terms.  Walking 
by  the  fame  rule,  holding  the  fame  principles, 
and  purfuing  the  fame  end,  being  the  outward 
bond  of  communion  betwixt  the  members  of 
every  vifible  fociety.  Take  all  thefe  away,  and 
the  fociety  is  diffolved,  and  reverts  again  to  un¬ 
connected  individuals. 

The  juftnefs  of  this  reafoning  was  proved  by 
the  event,  for  thefe  feparatifts,  like  the  ranters, 
feekers  and  other  independent  locieties,  found 
themfelves  too  loofely  compacted  to  adhere  long 
together  ;  their  connection  was  fo  flight  that  it 
was  foon  diffolved,  the  more  fmcere  coming  in 
time  to  perceive  the  caufeleffnefs  of  their  fepara- 
tion,  re-united  themfelves  to  the  body  of  the  fo¬ 
ciety,  and  the  reft  foon  fell  to  pieces  and  dwindled 
away. 

1604.  The  Pr^ncTal  Part  °f  the  public  hiftory  of 
PuV  <:  oc-  this  year  confifts  of  profecutions,  many  of  them 
currences.  concjUcted  in  a  manner  in  nowife  to  the  credit 
of  the  promoters  or  conductors  thereof,  and  of 
penalties  and  punilhments  enormoufly  difpro- 
portioned  to  the  charges  brought  againft  the  de¬ 
fendants.  The  courts  of  juftice,  fo  termed, 

feem 
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feem  in  many  cafes  to  have  been  influenced  in  C  h  a  P. 
their  judgment  merely  by  the  vindi&ive  temper  xv. 
of  party  hatred  ;  and  the  juries,  influenced  by  ^ 
them,  and  chofen  from  men  of  like  temper,  ,684- 
feem  in  their  verdi&s  to  have  paid  more  regard 
to  the  accommodating  of  the  wifli  of  the  bench, 
than  the  depofitions  of  the  evidence,  or  the  ob¬ 
ligation  of  their  oaths  *.  In  thefe  circumftances 
of  affairs  the  diflenters,  who  were  ranked  in  the 
vanquilhed  party,  had  little  room  to  hope  for 
eafe.  The  Quakers  renewed  their  application  fop 

relief 

*  Of  this  we  meet  with  a  remarkable  inftance  r  the  courfe 
of  this  year,  in  the  trial  of  Thomas  Rofewell,  diffenting  mi- 
nifter  of  Rotherhithe,  who  was  accufed  by  three  women  of 
having  uttered  treafonable  expreflion  in  a  fermon  1  hey 
fwore  to  two  or  three  periods,  and  agreed  exnCtlv  in  their  de¬ 
pofitions.  Yet  Rofewell,  in  his  defence,  proved  thefe  women 
to  be  of  abandoned  and  infamous  characters  ;  and  as  to  the 
fermon  of  which  he  was  accufed,  feveral  witnefTe?  who  heard 
it,  and  fome  who  wrote  it  in  fhort-hand,  depofed  that  he  had 
ufed  no  fuch  expreflions  as  were  fworn  againft  him  :  1  he 
expreflions  were  fo  grofs  that  no  man  in  his  fenfes  could  be 
fuppoftd  to  ufe  them  before  a  mixed  audience  :  it  was  alfo 
urged  that  it  was  next  to  impoffible  that  three  women  could 
remember  fo  long  a  period  on  one  fingle  hearing,  who  had  for¬ 
got  the  text  of  his  fermon,  and  could  not  remember  one  fingle 
paffage  but  the  words  they  had  depofed.  In  fhorr,  he  defended 
himfelf  fo  ably,  that  the  Solicitor-General  made  no  reply. 

Yet  judge  Jefferies,  who  prefided  at  the  trial,  railing  in  his 
ufual  manner  againft  conventicles  and  non-conformifts,  that 
all  preaching  at  conventicles  was  treafonable,  fo  inflamed  the 
party  prejudice  of  the  jury,  that  they  made  no  difficulty  to 
bring  him  in  guilty.  But  the  palpable  injuftice  of  his  fentence 
being  almoft  univerfally  condemned,  as  no  better  than  legal 
murder,  the  king,  abafhed  at  the  exorbitant  lengths  to  which 
the  pliant  judges  and  juries  now  carried  their  partial  rcfent- 
ments,  prevented  the  execution  of  the  ientence,  by  granting 
him  a  pardon. 


*  Neale,  Hume. 
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CHAP,  relief  from  their  grievous  fufferings,  but  with 
xv.  no  better  fuccefs  than  before ;  the  informers  and 
perfecuting  magiftrates  affuming  new  fpirit  from 
1684..  the  late  executions,  and  pretending  frelh  occa- 
^loa  ^rom  t^le  difeovery  of  the  late  plot,  conti- 

. . nued  to  perfecute  them  by  all  the  variety  of  penal 

laws. 

Tn  formers  The  informers  haraffed  them  with  infolence*, 
siiertaaus,  perjury  and  rapine,  upon  the  conventicle  act, 

till 

*  William  Bond,  of  Brldpon  in  Dorfetfhire,  at  this  time 
an  afiive  informer,  was  a  bailiff,  and  kept  an  alehoufe ;  this 
Bond,  and  one  Bryan,  a  lad  he  had  trained  to  his  hand,  would 
make  information  at  all  adventures.  He  came  to  a  filent 
meeting,  and  went  away  and  fwore  that  a  preacher  was  there. 
He  would  fometimes  carry  prifoners  to  his  houfe,  and  keep 
them  there  a  month  together.  He  had  impudence  enough  to 
command  and  infu’t  the  conftables  and  other  officers,  and  even 
the  juftices.  He  feized  the  goods  of  John  Newberry  to  the 
value  of  30I.  for  a  fire  of  5!.  He  ii  concert  with  ih'iam 
Darby,  conftable,  pulled  the  f.  iends  out  of  the  meeting-houfe 
one  by  one,  and  carried  two  of  them  to  his  houfe,  where  he 
kept  them  prifoners.  Darby  at  another  time  turned  the  friends 
out,  and  nailed  up  the  doors  of  the  meeting-houfe,  fending 
eight  of  them  to  Bond’s  houfe,  where  they  were  put  in  a  nar¬ 
row  funking  chamber  for  four  days,  men  and  women  together, 
and  net  fuffered  to  go  out  upon  any  necefia’y  occafion  r  A 
bed  being  fent  to  one  of  them.  Bond  and  his  wife  took  it 
away,  he  telling  them,  they  fhould  here:  nola-v. 

‘  William  Kenway,  of  BridpoT,  being  fined  5!.  for  himrcif 
ana  others  meeting  there,  Bond  aiul  Darby  broke  open  his 
doors,  kept  pofTeffion  of  his  houfe  two  days  and  two  nights, 
drank  up  his  beer,  and  burned  up  his  wood.  They  carried 
off  all  they  could  find  whhin  or  without  doors  to  the  value 
of  13!.  threatening  withal,  that  if  he  brought  any  more  goods 
into  the  houfe  they  would  take  them,  infomuch  that  the  man 
with  his  family  was  conftrained,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  to 
remove  his  habitation  out  of  the  town.  This  Bond  is  repre- 
fenttd  to  have  been  a  man  of  a  feared  confcierce,  infamous 
charafter  and  debauched  morals,  and  fupported  in  extrava¬ 
gant  living  by  the  plunder  of  ho.ieft  men’s  fubflance. 

Neither 
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till  they  left  fome  of  them  neither  a  bed,  nor  chap, 
even  a  {tool  to  fit  upon,  fo  that  whole  families  xv. 

who 

1684. 

Neither  age  or  fex,  nor  infirmity,  moved  the  mercilefs  in¬ 
formers  or  magiftrates  tocompaflion  or  humanity.  Five  women 
were  taken  by  an  informer  and  conftable  from  a  meeting  at 
Ipfwich,  and  carried  before  the  bailiff  of  the  town,  who 
committed  them  to  prifon  ;  three  of  them  were  near  eighty 
years  of  age,  and  one  of  thefe  alfo  blind,  fo  that  flie  was  led 
between  two  men  to  the  bailiff’s  houfe.  This  magiftrate’s  zeal 
exceeded  his  charity  or  his  judgment :  Could  he  apprehend 
any  danger  to  government  from  an  aflembly  of  a  few  infirm 
old  women  ? 

One  John  Smith,  and  one  Warner  in  Leicefterfhire,  made 
themfelves  remarkably  confpicuous  in  all  the  infamous  qualifi¬ 
cations  of  informers )  they  would  fometimes  make  their  in¬ 
formations  upon  mere  conjecture,  whereby  two  of  this  fociety 
fuffered  fevere  diftrefs  for  a  fi  e  for  a  meeting  they  had  not 
been  at,  the  juftice  being  as  forward  to  convict  as  they  to  in¬ 
form.  Smith,  meeting  another  on  the  highway,  pofitively 
fwore  before  juftice  Lyfter  what  he  only  imagined,  and  ob¬ 
tained  a  warrant  to  diftrain,  by  which  he  took  from  the  man 
four  cows  worth  14I.  One  Mary  Wood  being  fined  on  the 
information  of  thefe  men,  they  (tripped  her  of  all  her  eifeCts, 
leaving  her  nothing  to  lie  on  or  fcarce  to  fit  on.  But  amongft 
the  numbers  profecuted  by  thefe  two  men,  and  plundered  by 
their  extravagant  diftraints,  the  cafe  of  John  Fox  was  pecu¬ 
liarly  pitiable.  A  meeting  was  fometime  kept  at  his  houfe, 
upon  which  account  thefe  men  perfecuted  him  with  informa¬ 
tion  after  information,  and  diftraint  up'n  diftraint  for  fines  of 
20I.  at  a  time  till  they  ftript  him  almoft  e  tmely,  taking  away-, 
ever,  the  meat  in  the  houfe,  and  his  cafks  of  beer,  ripping  up 
the  matting  from  the  floor,  and  digging  up  a  copper  furnace 
and  carrying  it  away,  at  the  fame  time  rudely  abufing  him, 
and  calling  him  ill  names,  because  upon  viewing  the  warrant, 
reading  a  claufe  mentioning  more  than  five  perfons  befide  the 
family,  he  faid  it  was  not  true.  About  two  weeks  after  this, 
hearing  that  the  poor  man  (made  Aieh  by  their  rapine)  had 
got  fome  bedding  and  other  necefl’aries  into  his  houfe  for  his 
family  (fome  of  whom  for  want  of  beds  had  been  obliged  to 
lodge  elfew  here)  they  came  again  with  officers,  and  Smith,  in 
the  aflumed  importance  of  his  office,  menaced  the  legal  of¬ 
ficers, 
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CHAP,  who  had  fupported  themfelves  in  decency  were 
xv*  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  relying  upon  the  hu- 

'  manity  of  their  neighbours  for  a  night’s  lodging ; 

1684.  an(j} 

as  if  the  penalty  of  the  conventicle  ad, 
unreasonably  Severe  as  it  was,  was  yet  inadequate 
to  the  rapacity  and  avarice  of  thefe  informers 

and 

ficers,  If  they  left  any  thing  in  the  houfe  to  the  value  of  a 
fenny  he  oxould  make  it  cojl  them  5/.  a  man  ;  upon  which  they 
fwept  away  all  they  could  find.  The  fufferer,  his  wife,  chil¬ 
dren  and  fervants  were  ronftrained  to  lodge  at  other  houfes, 
having  neither  bed  nor  bed-clothes  left,  by  which  they  and 
their  children  contracted  great  colds,  it  being  in  the  depth  of 
winter.  The  goods  taken  at  this  time  were  valued  at  upwards 
of  81.  i  os,  and  fold  to  Warner,  informer,  for  2I.  2?.  6d. 
At  laft  this  fociety  was  relieved  from  Smith’s  perlecutio.n  by 
an  order  of  king  James  to  the  juftices  of  Leicefterfhire  to 
give  no  fort  of  countenance  to  him  or  his  profecutions.  Beffe 
faff ,,i. 

Henry  Gates  in  Suffex  was  fined  40I.  for  preaching,  for 
which  he  bad  goods  feized  to  the  value  of  .160I.  One  Cal¬ 
vert  Briftow,  a  neighbour,  obrcr\ing  the  fpo  l,  treated  with 
the  officers,  who  affigned  him  all  the  goods,  on  condition  of 
his  paying  40I.  He  took  away  as  much  as  he  thought  fuf- 
ficient  to  anfwer  that  fum,  leaving  the  reft  with  Henry  Gates, 
the  owner  :  he  then  offered  to  pay  the  40I.  to  the  juftices,  upon 
their  making  him  a  valid  fale  of  the  goods :  this  they  refufed 
to  do,  and  directed  him  to  keep  the  money  till  the  fcllions. 
Up  on  this  the  informers,  Henry  and  Matthew  Marrian.  con¬ 
ceived  a  grudge  ajainft  Briftow  tor  concerning  himfelf  in  this 
affair,  and  hindering  them  from  the  fpoil  they  aimed  at. 
Wherefore  thev  endeavoured  to  fuborn  one  Bennet  to  (wear 
treafon  againlt  him.  Bennet,  though  a  very  bad  man,  was 
not  fo  harde-ed  in  wickednefs,  as  to  undertake  fo  black  a  bufi- 
pefs,  but  dificovered  their  defign  to  Briftow,  and  alfo  made 
oath  of  their  attempt  before  a  magiftuate :  Upon  which  the 
Marrian.-  were  fent  to  jail.  There  one  of  them  confefled  the 
who’e  affair,  and  afte-wards  they  were  bailed  out  in  order  to 
anfwer  it  at  the  aflizes.  However  in  the  conclufion  Calvert 
Briftow  was  obliged  to  pav  in  to  the  juftices  about  64!.  5s. 
and  to  repay  fcimfclf  out  of  Henry  Gate  A  goods,  as  aforeiaid, 
fold  to  him. 


i9 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS. 

and  perfecuting  magiflrates,  in  numerous  in-  chap. 
(lances  they  retorted  to  the  more  ruinous  one  of  xv. 

23  Eliz.  for  20I.  *  a  month  for  abfence  from  the 
national  worfhip,  whereby  numbers  fuffered  re-  *684- 
peated  and  exorbitant  feizures  of  their  effects, 
to  the  great  damage  or  ruin  of  their  outward  cir- 
cumftances.  They  continued  to  be  profecuted  in 
the  Exchequer  for  their  tithes;  in  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal  courts  to  excommunication,  and  to  premunire 
for  not  fwearing.  The  trials  for  riots,  of  which  we 
have  given  fome  examples  in  former  years,  were 
(till  in  ufe,  and  the  defendants  generally  brought 
in  guilty,  imprifoned  and  fined  by  the  partial 
judges  and  juries  of  this  corrupt  and  licentious 
'  age, 

*  From  feveral  perfons  in  Bucks  goods  were  feized  under 
this  act,  amounting  to  295I.  in  value,  which  were  difpofed 
of  by  public  fale  for  90I.  2s.  6d.  lefs  than  one-third  of  the 
real  value.  From  one  friend,  excluflve  of  the  above,  were 
taken  three  geldings  worth  23I.  and  when  he  appealed  to  the 
quarter  felhons,  his  appeal  not  being  in  Latin  was  '•ejected,  and 
treble  cofts  given  againft  him,  for  which  his  horfes  and  other 
goods  were  taken  to  the  value  of  40I. 

Several  friends  in  Chefltire  were  diftrained  under  the  fame 
a£t  to  the  amount  of  146!.  1  is.  ad. 

In  Hertfordfhire  from  a  few  friends  were  taken  goods  to 
the  amount  of  1 90I.  and  upwards. 

In  Norfolk  John  and  W  illiam  Roe,  farmers,  having  been 
profecuted  on  the  ftarute  for  20I.  a  month  for  twelve  months 
abfence  from  the  national  worfhip,  the  flier  iff.  officers  came  to 
their  haufa  to  make  a  feizure  for  240I.  and  accordingly  feized 
all  their  cattle,  corn  and  houfehold  goods,  to  the  value  of  1 83!. 

4s.  The  behaviour  of  the  officers  and  affiftar.ts  was  very 
rude  :  They  broke  open  the  doors,  drawers  and  chefts,  and 
threatened  the  fervants  with  fv.-ord  and  piftol.  Tomakethem- 
felves  merry  they  roafled  a  pig,  and  laid  fo  much  wood  on 
the  hearth  that  they  fet  the  chimney  on  fire,  which,  wttli 
their  revelling,  curfiag  and  fwearing,  affrighted  W.  Roes 
wife  to  the  endangering  of  her  life,  caufing  her  to  mifearry  a 
ihort  time  after. 
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chap-  age,  and  the  prifons  to  be  crowded  with  frefn 
xv.  prifoners  of  this  fociety,  in  addition  to  thofe 
' — v — '  already  confined.  To  detain  the  reader  with  a 
J684.  detail  of  all  the  particular  indances  of  oppreflion 
they  underwent  appearing  a  needlefs  repetition 
of  fimilar  cafes,  after  a  recital  of  fo  many  pre¬ 
ceding,  I  fhall  content  mvfelf  with  a  few  notes, 
as  before,  in  confirmation  of  this  general  ac¬ 
count  thereof. 

Accouin  of  This  year  died  William  Bennet  of  Wood- 
Bcnnet.  bridge  in  Suffolk,  a  man  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind  from  his  infancy.  This  religious  inclina¬ 
tion  increafing  with  his  years,  incited  •  him  to 
feek  out  and  alfociate  with  the  drifted  fort  of 
profelfors,  and  with  this  view  he  frequented  the 
meetings  of  the  independents  for  fome  time,  as 
appearing  to  him  the  neared  to  purity  in  pro- 
fedion  ;  but  upon  his  more  intimate  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  them  he  became  diffatisfied  with  his 
choice.  When  hearing  the  public'  tedimony  of 
fome  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  he  was  fo 
affected  therewith  that  he  joined  their  fociety, 
and  continued  therein  a  deady,  ferviceable  and 
honourable  member  till  his  death.  He  received 
a  gift  in  the  minidry,  and  travelled  in  many 
parts  of  England  in  the  exercife  thereof,  to  the 
edification  of  his  friends,  and  convincement  of 
others  ;  adorning  his  profedion  and  doctrine  by 
the  innocence  and  integrity  of  his  life,  in  fo 
eminent  a  manner  as  to  gain  univerfal  edeem,  and 
to  extort  even  from  the  adverfaries  of  his  profedion 
a  confedion  of  his  perfonal  merit.  Y et  his  fuffer- 
Hisfrtqutnt ingS  were  remarkable;  he  appears  to  have  fpent, 
at  "lead  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  nearly  as 
much,  if  not  more  time  in  prifon,  than  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  liberty,  not  for  any  real  of¬ 
fence. 


PEOPLE  called  QJJ AKERS.  31 

fence,  but  for  preferring  the  teftimony  of  a  good  chap. 
confcience.  At  Bliborough,  in  166 1,  I  appre-  xv. 
hend  in  the  general  imprifonment  in  confequence 
of  the  rifing  of  the  fifth-monarchy-men.  In 
1662,  he,  with  feveral  men  and  women,  was  rough.  ° 
taken  out  of  a  meeting  at  Yarmouth,  and  fent  Y 
to  prifon,  where  they  were  confined  ail  together 
in  a  noifome  unhealthy  dungeon,  without  con¬ 
venient  food,  lodging,  or  other  neceffaries  ;  at 
the  fucceeding  feffions  the  w'ornen  wTere  fet  at 
liberty  ;  and  not  long  after  the  Recorder  reieaf- 
ed  the  men  alfo,  no  caufe  of  their  imprifonment 
appearing,  nor  any  legal  procefs  againff  them. 

The  bailiffs,  difpleafed  at  their  releafe,  prefeiitly 
committed  them  again  by  a  new  mittimus,  of 
which  defiring  a  copy  they  received  a  pofitive 
refufal.  How  long  this  imprifonment  continued 
I  meet  with  no  account.  In  or  about  1664  he 
was  again  imprifoned  in  Norwich  caflle  with  fif¬ 
teen  others,  who  were  taken  from  their  religious 
meetings,  and  committed  for  refilling  to  fwear  : 

He  was  again  confined  in  the  jail  of  Edmundf- Eamundf 
bury  in  1 665,  and  fuffered  a  very  fevere,  dif-  Dury‘ 
trefling  and  tedious  imprifonment  there ;  being 
kept  (much  of  the  time)  among  felons,  for  the 
greatefl  part  of  eight  years,  fo  clofely,  as  fcarce 
to  go  over  the  threfhold  for  five  years  together. 

At  lafl  the  king’s  declaration  in  1672  delivered 
him  from  the  hands  of  his  cruel  perfecutors. 

I.aftly,  in  the  year  1683,  the  parochial  officers  of 
Woodbridire,  excited  thereto  bv  Edward  Brume, 
prieft  of  that  place,  came  to  the  meeting  there, 
when  a  church-warden  and  conlfable  feized 
William  Bennet  with  violence  whilft  on  his 
knees  at  prayer,  and  hauled  him  and  feveral  others 
before  Edward  Jenny,  juftice,  who  committed 

them 
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1684. 

Melton. 


chap,  them  to  Melton  jail,  where  William  Bennet  was 
xv.  clofely  confined  until  the  fefiions,  when  he  was 
indicted  for  being  at  a  riotous  aflembly  ;  he  ufed 
many  arguments  to  prove  the  religious  meet¬ 
ings  he  frequented  were  peaceable,  and  purely 
to  worfhip  God,  and  pleaded  Not  guilty  to  the 
indictment :  Being  then  required  to  give  bail  for 
his  appearance  at  another  fefiions,  and  for  his 
good  behaviour,  for  his  refufal  he  was  commit- 
On  his  trial,  ted,  and  brought  with  others  upon  his  trial  be¬ 
fore  Chriftopher  Melton,  chairman  :  He  pleaded 
his  caufe  with  fo  much  force  of  reafon,  that  the 
jury  brought  in  their  verdict  Not  guilty.  At 
which  the  chairman  being  difpleafed,  perfuaded 
bn Tim  to  return  and  alter  their  verdict,  upon 

ir.  nor  gull-  which  they  brought  him  in  guilty  of  being  pre- 
fi-nuTT'd  f£nt  at  an  unlawful  aflembly :  The  chairman 
ordered  William  to  be  carried  to  Ipfwich  the 
fame  day  in  order  to  be  fined,  it  being  the 
He  is  rent  Sharped  time  of  that  winter,  fo -remarkable  for 
to  ipfwich  extremity  of  cold  ;  in  going  thither  he  received 
weather,0  d  much  wet,  it  fnowing  hard  all  the  way  ;  and 
andbeino-  coming  thither  late,  and  many  other  prifoners 
much  wet,  with  him,  for  want  of  a  bed  he  was  obliged  to 
TThTie1’  ^t  up  ah  night  in  that  wet  cold  condition,  which 
never  got  f0  weakened  him,  who  was  naturally  of  a  ten- 
trecrom.  ^  confl;ituti0n,  that  he  never  got  the  better 
of  it.  At  the  fefiions  there  he  was  fined  20I. 
Fined  201  an(j  fent  to  prifon.  At  the  fucceeding  fef- 

nutted.  fions  he  was  called  again,  when  no  mention  was 
made  of  the  fine ;  but  the  court  pretending  they 
had  a  particular  order  from  the  king  to  deal 
with  him,  tendered  him  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  upon  his  refufal  took  an  additional  occa- 
fion  of  continuing  him  in  prifon.  Thefe  different 
modes  of  perfecuting  this  innocent  man  fhew 
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the  unrelenting  malice  of  the  ruling  party  at  this  chap, 
lime,  and  the  determined  refolution  of  his  per-  xv* 
fecutors  to  prolong  his  imprifonment  to  the  ut- 
moil.  By  his  clofe  and  continued  confinement  he 
grew  weaker  and  weaker,  till  as  many  others  had 
done,  he  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  vindictive  temper 
of  partial  magiftrates,  and  the  forced  conftruc- 
tion  of  unequal  laws ;  for  the  hardfhip  of  his  un¬ 
merited  imprifonment  put  a  period  to  his  exiit-  Hies  by  the 
ence  in  the  body  the  23d  of  the  4th  month,  fuffered!**1* 
1684. 

Equally  remarkable  were  the  repeated  and  fe-  Life  and 
vere  fufferings  of  Thomas  Stordy,  of  Moore-  Thomas 
houfe  in  Cumberland,  who  alfo  laid  down  his  stordy. 
life  in  this  year  in  Carlifle  jail,  under  a  cruel 
perfecution  for  the  teftimony  of  a  good  con¬ 
science.  He  was  defcended  from  a  family  of  re¬ 
pute  in  that  country,  and  born  to  the  inheri¬ 
tance  of  a  handfome  eftate  ;  and  had  his  reli¬ 
gious  fentiments  fallen  in  with  the  pafhon  for 
conformity,  now  predominant,  he  might  have 
bid  fair  for  making  fome  figure  in  his  country, 
and  holding  a  rank  of  eminence  therein. 

But  about  the  term  of  middle  age  he  became 
ferioufly  thoughtful  about  his  better  part,  where¬ 
by  he  was  circumfcribed  in  his  views  and  de¬ 
fires  after  the  vanities  and  carnal  gratifications, 
the  pomp  and  the  power  of  this  world,  and  in¬ 
cited  to  the  purfuit  of  pure  religion,  as  the 
foundation  of  peace  here,  and  everlafting  hap- 
pinefs  hereafter.  With  this  view  he  joined  in  fo- 
ciety  with  the  independents,  amongft  whom  he 
was  in  particular  ellimation  for  his  talent  in  ex¬ 
hortations,  expofitions,  and  fuch  like  religious 
exercifes  in  ufe  amongft  them.  After  fome  time 
he  left  them,  and  joined  the  people  called  Quakers, 
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CHAP,  which  in  the  circumftances  of  the  times  was  an 
xv*  indubitable  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  his  heart 
in  his  religious  refearches ;  when  having  it  in 
4'  his  power  to  live  in  eafe  and  affluence  by  a  tem¬ 
porizing  condud,  what  but  a  confcientious 
perfuafion  of  a&ing  right  could  induce  him  to 
embrace  a  profeffion  hated,  vilified,  perfecuted 
and  expofed  to  the  lofs  of  all  that  mankind 
reckons  valuable  ?  In  this  fociety  he  fpent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  near  unity  with  his 
friends,  and  truly  refpedable  in  his  neighbour¬ 
hood  as  a  man  of  a  circuinfped,  fober  and  tem¬ 
perate  demeanour  amongft  them,  upright  in  his 
dealings,  obliging  in  his  difpofitions,  hofpitable 
in  his  houfe,  and  liberally  charitable  to  the  poor 
around  him.  But  in  this  age,  at  once  bigotted 
and  licentious,  virtues  the  molt  confpicuous  were 
inefficient  to  fecure  the  poflefibr  from  the  iron 
hand  of  perfecution,  from  prielts  and  prieft- 
ridden  magillrates,  who  would  fee- no  virtue  be¬ 
yond  the  pale  of  conformity,  nor  hardly  vice 
within  it,  feeming  to  place  the  fum  of  religion 
therein.  Thomas  Stordy  was  firlt  imprifoned  in 
the  general  imprifonment  in  1660,  for  declining 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  detained  in 
prifon  nine  weeks.  We  have  already  feen  his 
illegal  imprifonment  at  Carlille  in  1662,  and 
his  condemnation  in  a  premunire,  under  which 
tenyearsat  was  detained  a  clofe  prifoner  ten  years  from 
Carlille.  his  wife  and  family,  until  he  was  releafed  by  the 
king’s  aforefaid  declaration  in  1672:  His  real 
eftate  was  recovered  through  the  intercefflon  of 
Charles  Howard  earl  of  Carlille  ;  but  his  per- 
fonal  ellate  entirely  loft  ;  and  as  if  his  imprifon¬ 
ment  and  the  lofs  of  his  fubftance  was  not  a 
fufficient  gratification  of  the  enmity  of  the  perfe- 
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cutors,  in  the  year  1670,  whilft  lying  under  this  chap. 
confinement,  now  of  eight  years  duration,  a  xv‘ 
warrant  was  granted  againft  his  goods  and  chat-  '  y  J 
tels  for  a  fine  of  20I.  ios.  upon  the  conventicle  1 
aft,  for  a  meeting  at  Moorhoufe.  Thus  was  an 
honefl  refpeftable  citizen  haraffed  by  profe- 
cution  upon  profecution,  and  penalty  upon  pe¬ 
nalty,  by  the  variety  of  penal  laws  now  brought 
into  force  ;  though  innocent  of  any  crime  againft 
the  ftate  :  firft  arbitrarily  imprifoned  as  fedi- 
tious,  although  guiltlefs  of  any  feditious  prac¬ 
tice  ;  again  flill  more  arbitrarily  imprifoned 
without  apparent  caufe  ;  and  to  detain  him  there, 
occafion  was  fought  againft  him  to  deprive  him 
at  once  of  his  liberty  and  property,  by  a  fnare 
laid  for  the  purpofe,  becaufe  he  durft  not  vio¬ 
late  the  command  of  Chrift,  as  he  underftood 
it ;  fined  for  a  meeting  when  he  was  under  re- 
ftraint  feveral  miles  from  it,  and  laft  of  all  pro- 
fee  uted  by  one  Launcelot  Simpfon*,  a  proftor, 

on 

*  The  Character  of  this  Launcelot  Simpfon  may  be  ga¬ 
thered  from  a  more  particular  account  we  have  of  his  treat¬ 
ment  of  Richard  Banks.  This  man,  one  of  the  fame  fociety, 
being  a  farmer,  rented  fome  land,  which  Simpfon  purchafed 
who,  not  content  with  the  rent  of  his  purchafe,  feemed  to 
adopt  a  plan  for  poflefllng  himfelf  of  the  belt  part  of  the  te¬ 
nant’s  property,  and  impoveriiTiing  him  at  once.  He  profe- 
cuted  him  in  the  ecclefiaftical  court  to  excommunication,  and 
under  pretence  that  all  he  had  was  too  little  to  defray  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  profecution,  he  came  one  day  in  the  owner’s  ab- 
fence  with  an  afliftant,  and  nailed  up  his  granary  and  barn 
door,  turning  out  all  his  threfhers :  He  came  again  in  the 
night  when  the  family  was  in  bed,  and  took  pofleflion  of  his 
fable  and  cow-houfe  and  turned  out  his  cattle,  and  the  fnow 
lying  thick  on  the  ground,  fome  of  the  young  calves  pe- 
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c  h  a  p.  on  (-^g  revived  obfolete  ftatute  of  23  Eliz.  for  20k 
xv'  a  month  for  abfence  from  the  public  worfhip, 

V  y'  '  call  into  prifon  and  detained  there  feveral  years, 
1  until  his  death,  which  happened  the  2  2d  of  De¬ 
cember,  1684.  As  he  fought  for  folid  peace  of 
mind  through  many  tribulations,  he  was  fa¬ 
voured  therewith  at  his  conclufion  ;  for  not  long 
before  his  deceafe,  being  vifited  by  fome  of  his 
friends,  he  encouraged  them  to  faithfulnefs  by 
this  teftimony  to  the  advantage  thereof,  “  if 
<c  you  continue  faithful  to  the  Lord  whilft  ye 
<£  live  in  this  world,  he  will  reward  you,  as  he 

ri/hed  with  the  cold,  and  others  were  with  difficulty  recover¬ 
ed  :  He  caufed  the  hedge  to  be  torn  away  from  the  hay- 
ftack,  and  put  his  own  cartle  to  eat  it.  The  poor  man  had 
about  nine  fcore  flieep  ;  to  thefe  Simpfon  pretended  a  title, 
and  by  this  means  deterred  others  from  purchafing  any  of 
them  j  fo  that  after  contesting  his  claim,  and  the  death  of 
near  a  third  part,  the  owner  was  obliged  to  let  Simpfon 
take  them  at  his  own  price,  which  was  about  one  third  of 
the  value.  Richard  Banks,  perceiving  he  was  like  to  obtain 
neither  quiet  nor  property,  while  expofed  to  the  chicanery  and 
oppreffion  of  this  man,  took  another  farm  twenty  miles  dis¬ 
tant.  Even  thither  Simpfon  purfued  him,  and  fliortly  after 
had  him  arrefted  on  a  writ  of  excommunication  ;  but  this 
upon  examination  proving  out  of  date,  his  purpofe  was  pre¬ 
vented  at  that  time.  He  afterwards  caufed  both  the  faid 
Richard  and  his  wife  to  be  apprehended  together,  and  taken 
away  from  their  children  and  fervants,  by  fuch  rude  unfeel¬ 
ing  pedons  as  are  generally  employed  in  fuch  offices,  who 
would  not  give  them  time  to  leave  the  necefiary  directions  be¬ 
hind  them,  nor  fcarce  fpeak  to  their  workmen,  having  at 
that  time  ten  men  at  work.  On  their  way  to  prifon  they 
met  Simpfon,  of  whom  Richard  demanded  before  witneffes, 

“  If  he  owed  him  any  thing  But  the  other  could  not  make 
any  demand  appear,  only  reckoning  his  imprifonment  was  for 
contempt  of  the  law  :  Richard  then  dehring  the  forbearance 
of  only  two  days  to  put  his  affairs  in  fome  order,  Simpfon 
replied,  “  He  would  not  give  him  two  hours.” 
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<c  now  rewardeth  me  with  his  fweet  peace.”  chap. 
His  teftimony  againft  tithes  under  the  gofpel  dif-  xv* 
penfation  was  proved  to  be  truly  confcientious,  ^ 
for  after  he  was  convinced  of  the  impropriety 
of  the  demand,  he  not  only  refufed  to  pay  them, 
but  to  receive  them  ;  for  he  inherited  from  his 
predeceffors  an  impropriation  of  iol.  per  annum, 
which  he  releafed  to  the  owners  of  the  lands 
from  whence  they  accrued  (to  whom  he  thought 
they  belonged  of  right)  by  a  legal  inftrument 
quitting  claim  thereto,  for  himfelf,  his  heirs  and 
afligns  for  ever. 

Thus  the  revived  perfecution  was  carried  on  to 
the  death  of  King  Charles  II.  without  relaxation, 
who  about  this  time  was  taken  off  in  a  fudden 
fit  of  convulfion  or  apoplexy,  leaving  little  lefs 
than  one  thoufand  five  hundred  of  the  people 
called  Quakers  in  prifon  on  various  profecutions. 

Having  now  finifhed  the  account  of  this  perfe¬ 
cting  reign  in  England,  before  I  proceed  to  the 
tranfaclions  of  the  fucceeding  reign  it  feems  a 
proper  period  to  take  another  review  of  the  ffate 
of  this  fociety  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  and 
firlt  in  Ireland. 
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Account  of  William  Morris. — Benjamin  Bangs  vi- 
fits  Ireland. — At  Antrim  rudely  treated ,  but  has 
afterwards  a  folid  Meeting. — His  Prediction. — 
He  meets  with  a  Company  of  Men ,  whofe  Teacher 
is  fed — Which  affords  him  occafion  to  recom¬ 
mend  them  a  Teacher  in  their  own  Hearts. — 
William  Edmundfon  and  Robert  Jackfon  profe- 
cuted  for  Tithe. — William  Edmundfon  s  Confe¬ 
rence  with  the  Bifhop. — Procures  their  Liberty. 
— Diffenters  ordered  to  difcontinue  their  Meet¬ 
ings. — Friends  continue  to  meet  as  ufual. — ■ 
John  Bur ny eat  committed,  to  Prifcn. 


chap.  This  year  diedb  William  Morris,  of  Caftle- 
XVI*  Salem  in  the  county  of  Cork,  who  at  the  time 
William  Edmundfon  was  put  in  the  flocks  at 
Accoiimcf  Bdtmbet  was  an  elder  of  repute  amongft  the 
w.  Morris,  baptifls,  and  a  man  in  authority,  being  a  cap¬ 
tain  in  the  army,  a  juflice  of  peace,  and  com- 
miflioner  of  the  revenue  ;  and  upon  the  occafion 
remonflrated  againfl  the  magiflracy  there,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  William  and  his  brethren,  telling  thefe 
perfecuting  independents,  the  time  would  come 
when  they  would  be  glad  to  Jheltcr  under  their  [the 

Quakers'] 

b  Rutty. 


Quakers]  wings:  Although  he  was  a  man  of c  H  A  p- 
great  abilities,  he  had  been  convinced  by  a  XVI‘ 
weak  inftrument,  and  it  being  now  known  that 
he  had  joined  this  people,  his  commiilions  were 
taken  from  him.  But  being  a  perfon  of  con- 
fiderable  confequence,  both  from  his  ftation  in 
the  world,  and  his  abilities  as  a  man,  he  was 
a  ferviceable  member  of  this  fociety,  particu¬ 
larly  in  applications  to  the  government  on  be¬ 
half  of  his  fuffering  friends,  with  whom  he  alfo 
lhared  in  fuffering.  He  wrote  an  excellent  little 
tract,  intitled  “  Tithes  no  Gofpel  Ordinance.” 

Benjamin  Bangs,  from  Chefhire,  landed  in  Benjamin 
Dublin,  and  travelled  through  feveral  parts  of  i^fncL^3 
this  nation,  exercifmg  his  miniftry  to  the  edifi¬ 
cation  of  his  brethren,  and  their  number  was 
increafed  bv  the  convincement  of  manv,  who 
before  had  not  profeffed  with  them. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  travels  he  came  to  An- At  Antrim 
trim,  the  inhabitants  of  which  town  were  moftly  fome  rude 
of  the  prefbyterian  profeffion,  fundry  emigrants 
from  Scotland  having  at  different  times  removed  rudenefsbe- 
to  fettle  in  thefe  parts.  He  had  a  meeting  here  ^ghreep[,eafs1‘ 
in  the  evening,  which  was  greatly  crowded  by  a  foiid 
thefe  high  profeffors,  fome  of  whom  are  faid  to  meeting‘ 
have  come  with  a  defign  to  oppofe  him.  The 
meeting-houfe  being  too  fmall  to  contain  the 
number  reforting  thereto,  the  people  without 
grew  very  tumultuous  and  noify,  and  at  length 
while  Benjamin  was  preaching,  began  to  throw 
pieces  of  dirt  and  turf ;  upon  obferving  fuch 
rudenefs,  he  made  a  full  flop,  which  occafioned 
a  general  filence,  and  after  a  fhort  paufe  he 
made  this  remark,  “  I  underfland  this  is  a 
“  place  of  great  profellion  of  religion.  I  am 
“  forry  to  fee  fo  much  irreligion  as  appears 
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c  h  ap.  «  amongft  you  at  this  time,  through  your  rude 
xvh  a  behaviour.  It  is  not  long  fmce  I  came  out  of 
“  my  native  country,  and  I  think  it  will  not  be 
long  ere  I  return  again,  and  then  what  fhall  I 
fay  of  you  to  your  poor  fullering  brethren 
in  England?”  This  remonllrance,  expreffed 
great  awfulnefs,  affe&ed  the  more  confide- 
rate  part  of  the  audience  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
fcandal,  which  fuch  abufive  behaviour  brought 
on  their  profeffion  of  religion,  and  therefore  ex¬ 
erting  themfelves  to  quell  the  diforder,  and  put¬ 
ting  a  hop  thereto,  the  meeting  afterwards  was 
held  in  great  folemnity,  whereby  many  prefent 
were  reached  to  the  heart,  and  a  young  man  of 
the  popilh  perfuafzon  convinced,  as  were  many 
others  in  this  part  of  the  nation. 

Benjamin,  to  the  aforefaid  remonhrance,  was 
concerned  to  add  this  prediction,  the  time  draws 
nigh  that  ye  will  be  blown  away  like  chaff  before 
the  fummer  threfhing  floor,  and  the  'place  of  your 
meetings  flail  not  be  found  ;  which  before  he  left 
the  nation  he  found  to  be  brought  to  pafs : 
After  attending  the  half-years  meeting  in 
Dublin,  and  travelling  fouthwad  to  Cork,  and 
from  thence  to  Tralee  in  the  county  of  Kerry, 
a  place  where  none  of  the  people  called  Quakers 
refided,  and  where  they  were  little  known ; 
amongft.  thefe  ftrangers,  to  whom,  from  a  parti¬ 
cular  impulfe  on  his  mind,  he  paid  this  religious 
vifit,  he  had  a  comfortable  meeting,  under  the 
fenfe  of  divine  affiftance  attending  him  in  his 
fervice,  and  affecting  the  minds  of  the  people 
with  religious  confideration,  with  folid  impref- 
fions  whereof  they  withdrew  from  the  meeting  ; 
and  he  returned  again  to  the  North,  where,  on  the 
way  from  Antrim  to  Grange,  he  obferved  ten 

or 
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or  twelve  men  walking  along  in  a  very  folitary  chap. 
manner,  and  it  arofe  in  his  heart,  Thefe  are  fneep  XVI* 
having  no  Jhepberd :  When  he  came  up  to  them,  l6 g2_ 
he  entered  into  difcourfe  with  them,  and  en-  Meets  with 
quiring  of  them,  if  they  were  going  to  a  meet- 
ing.  They  anlwered,  our  minijier  is  Jilenced,  for  who  inform 
orders  are  come  down,  prohibiting  all  diffenters  ^heHs 
from  aflembling,  fo  now  we  have  no  teacher ,  which  fenced, 
appeared  to  him  in  effect  to  verify  his  prediction, 
that  their  meeting  could  not  be  found.  For  the  ini¬ 
mical  difpofition  entertained  at  this  time  by 
the  ruling  party  in  England  againft  diffenters, 
having  fpread  to  Ireland,  exerted  itfelf  in  fimilar 
meafures  of  perfecution  to  fupprefs  their  meet¬ 
ings,  which  produced  the  effeCt  defigned  here  as 
well  as  there,  with  the  feveral  other  claffes  of 
diffenters  :  The  people  generally,  except  the 
Quakers,  declined  their  public  meetings,  and 
their  teachers  abfconded,  to  efcape  perfecution. 

Benjamin  Bangs  from  the  previous  difcourfe,  which  ad- 
took  occafion  to  bring  them  off  from  a  depend-  miniftersan 
ence  upon  hireling  teachers,  as  “  the  hireling  refer  rhcm 
st  fleeth  becaufe  he  is  an  hireling  and  careth  not  hi 
“  for  the  flock,”  (John  x.  11,  12,  13.)  and  to  th^ir  o.vn 
turn  them  to  the  teacher  that  cannot  be  removed healts- 
into  a  corner ,  “  the  inward  principle  of  the 
“  grace  of  God,  that  bringeth  falvation,  and 
“  hath  appeared  unto  all  men,  teaching  them 
“  what  to  deny,  and  how  to  live,  Titus  ii. 

<c  11,  12.  The  manifeflation  of  the  fpirit  given 
“  to  every  one  to  profit  withal,  1  Cor.  xii.  7.” 
advifing  them  to  turn  their  minds  inward,  and 
mind  the  fecret  operations  of  it,  whereby  they 
would  find  by  a  lively  experience,  that  it  checks 
for  bad  words  and  bad  actions  ;  and  as  they 
minded  its  teachings,  they  would  find  it  would 

lead 
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1682. 


William 
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lead  them  into  all  truth.  The  men  were  well 
pleafed,  and  affected  with  his  difcourfe,  declaring 
at  parting,  they  had  never  heard  things  fo  opened 
to  them  in  their  lives. 

Here  we  have  a  remarkable  inftance  of  the 
fpirit  of  univerfal  charity  and  benevolence,  of 
the  zeal  and  diligence,  which  actuated  thefe  an¬ 
cient  laborious  minifters  among  the  people  called 
Quakers  of  this  age,  to  watch  every  opportunity 
to  anfwer  the  end  of  their  calling,  to  promote 
truth,  and  explain  to  mankind  the  way  of  life 
and  falvation,  without  fee  or  reward  from  man. 
Benjamin  Bangs  having  travelled  upwards  of  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  miles,  held  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  meetings,  exclufive  of  Dublin, 
and  fpent  near  twelve  months  in  laborious  and 
profitable  fervice  amongft  his  friends  and  others, 
returned  home. 

William  Edmundfon  and  Robert  Jackfon 
having  been  profecuted  in  the  bifhop’s  court  to 
excommunication  for  non-payment  of  tithes, 
were  taken  upon  a  writ,  committed  to  prifon, 
and  detained  prifoners  about  twenty  weeks, 
when  the  Earl  of  Ely  (their  landlord)  interefting 
himfelf  to  procure  their  liberty,  the  biihop  or¬ 
dered  them  to  appear  perfonally  in  his  court  at 
Kildare,  where  they  appeared  accordingly  before 
the  bifhop,  in  company  with  feveral  priefls,  the 
aforefaid  earl,  and  fundry  other  perfons  of  note. 
The  bifhop  defired  to  know  William  Edmund- 
fon’s  reaforrs  why  he  did  not  pay  tithes ;  but 
William  was  not  forward  to  enter  upon  the  fub- 
je«St,  being  diffident  of  his  capacity  to  manage 
it,  fo  as  not  to  hurt  a  good  caufe  through  a 
weak  defence.  Notwithftanding,  as  the  bifhop 
was  urgent,  a  conference  commenced,  which 

held 
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held  for  three  hours,  wherein  William  was  ena-  chap. 
bled,  with  wifdom  and  underftanding,  as  he  XVI* 
thought,  fuperior  to  his  own,  and  a  ready  recol- 
Jedtion  of  arguments  from  fcripture,  to  prove  l682, 
tithes  abolifhed ,  and  that  it  was  antichrijiian  to 
pay  or  receive  them  in  the  gofpel  difpenfation ,  to 
the  full  fatisfa&ion  of  the  audience :  So  that 
their  fuffering  and  this  conference  thereupon  had 
a  good  effedt,  and  fome  other  religious  fub- 
jedts  were  handled,  which  afforded  William  Ed- 
mundfon  an  opportunity  to  explain  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  himfelf  and  friends,  in  relation  to  a  gof¬ 
pel  miniftry,  faith,  and  the  true  worfhip  of  God. 

The  bifhop,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of 
moderation,  foon  after  caufed  them  to  be  releaf-  which  Pr<  - 
ed,  and  afterwards  both  himfelf  and  the  officers  iXrty!  ^ 
of  his  court  behaved  with  kindnefs  towards  the 
members  of  the  fociety. 

About  the  middle  of  this  fummer  a  freffi  1683. 
order  was  iffued  by  government  to  the  feveral  ^crntdtr‘0 
fects  of  diffenters  in  Dublin,  to  forbear  meeting  difcominuc 
publicly  in  their  worfhip  houfes  as  formerly  :  fh^‘r  Iricct' 
And  the  archbiffiop  of  Dublin  fending  for  An¬ 
thony  Sharp,  informed  him,  that  it  was  the  de¬ 
fire  of  government  that  his  friends  alfo  ffiould 
forbear  their  public  affemblies :  but  friends  re¬ 
turned  anfvver,  that  they  believed  it  was  their But  fr;cn<!s 

.  J  .  continue  to 

mdiipenlable  duty  to  meet  together  to  worfhip  keep  uP 
God,  from  whom  they  received  all  their  mer- t!lr,r  nice:* 
cies,  and  not  to  neglect  this  reafonable  fervice 
for  fear  of  human  penalties  ;  the  end  of  their 
affemblies  being  purely  for  divine  worfhip,  and 
for  no  other  purpofe.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
orders,  other  diffenters  generally  deferted  their 
meetings  ;  but  the  people  called  Quakers,  under 
perfuafion  of  duty,  affembled  together  as  for¬ 
merly. 
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CHAP,  merlv,  and  thereby  became  obnoxious  to  cen- 
XVI*  fare  and  punifhment  from  the  fecular  power, 
but  in  a  degree  very  fhort  cf  the  fufferings  of 
;  s3*  their  brethren  in  England.  Upon  a  firft  dav  the 
marfhal  and  feveral  of  the  mayor’s  officers  came 
to  the  meeting  at  Wormwood-gate,  where  find¬ 
ing  John  Burnyeat  preaching,  the  marfhal  com¬ 
manded  him  to  go  along  with  him,  which,  after 
feme  difeourfe,  he  did  He  commanded  the 
meeting  to  cifperfe,  but  the  members  kept  their 
pEces  quietly.  John  Burnyeat  being  taken  be¬ 
fore  the  mayor,  was  afked,  why  they  acled  con¬ 
trary  io  the  orders  of  government?  To  which 
■  hn  replied,  we  do  nothing  in  contempt  of  go¬ 
vernment.  But,  faid  the  mayor,  why  do  you  not 
obey  them  ? 

John .  Becaufe  it  is  matter  of  confcience  to 
us,  and  that  which  we  believe  to  be  our  indif- 
penfable  duty,  to  meet  together  to  worfhip 
God. 

Mayor.  You  maybe  milled. 

John.  If  we  be  milled  we  are  willing  to  be 
informed. 

Then  it  being  urged  that  other  diffenters  had 
fnbmitted  and  why  would  not  they  ?  To  which 
John  Burnyeat  returned  anfwer,  “  What  they  do 
4i  will  be  no  plea  for  us  before  the  judgment  feat 
:V  .  f!~  ;;  of  Gcd.”  After  fome  further  diicourfe,  the 
*_  y  mayor  committed  him  to  prifon,  to  which,  foon 
after,  Anthony  Sharp  and  Alexander  Seaton  were 
committed.  After  a  month’s  imprifonment,  ap¬ 
plication  was  made  to  the  mayor  for  their  re- 
ieaie,  who  refufed  :  but,  in  confequence  of  an 
application  to  the  Earl  of  Arran,  lord  deputy, 
i:  was  obtained,  after  an  imprifonment  of  about 
two  months. 
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WEST  INDIES. 


The  Weft  Indian  IJlands  the  firft  Part  of  America 
vifited  by  the  People  called  Quakers. — General 
Imprifonment  there. — Greaieft  Sufferings  for  rc- 
fuftng  to  bear  Arms. — Several  Friends  from 
England  embark  for  Barbadoes. — George  Fox 
convenes  the  Men’s  and  Women’s  Meetings  at 
his  Lodgings ,  being  weak  at  his  Arrival.  —  Pays 
a  Vifit  to  the  Governor ,  and  is  kindly  received , 
which  occaftons  . a  large  Meeting  at  Bridge¬ 
town. — Ralph  Fretwell ,  a  fudge,  being  con- 
vinced ,  is  turned  out  of  his  Office. — Thomas 
Briggs  and  William  Edmundfon  proceed  to  An¬ 
tigua,  thence  to  Nevis,  where  they  are  not 
fuff'ered  to  land. — George  Fox  continues  in  Bar¬ 
badoes,  where  he  hath  good  Service. — The 
Priefts  endeavour  to  Jlir  up  Perfecution ,  and 
to  render  Friends  fufpccied,  whereupon  they 
publifh  a  Confejfton  of  their  Faith. — Friends 
accufcd  of  a  deftgn  to  ftir  up  the  Negroes  to 
Rebellion. — Their  Vindication. — George  Fox  and 
others  pafs  to  Jamaica. — Elizabeth  Hooton  dies 
then. — Her  Life. 


It  hath  been  already  remarked  the  two  firflcilAP 
of  thefe  people  who  went  to  New  England  ar-  xvii. 
rived  there  in  a  fhip  from  Barbadoes  in  1656.  v-^v~ 
Whence  it  “appears  this  iiland  of  Barbadoes,  1656. 

and 
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and  the  adjacent  iflands  of  Nevis  and  Antigua, 
were  the  firft  of  the  American  Plantations  which 
were  vifited  by  any  of  the  people  called 
Quakers  from  England,  whofe  labours  in  the 
work  of  the  miniftry  feem  to  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  fuccefs,  to  the  convincement  of  fe- 
veral  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  validity  of  the 
doctrines  they  publifhed  ;  but  it  is  remarkable, 
that  in  every  quarter  of  the  world  wherever 
thefe  doctrines  fpread,  although  calculated  to 
promote  virtue,  peace,  and  due  fubordination 
in  religious  and  civil  fociety,  perfecution  (till 
followed. 

In  the  ifland  of  Nevis,  Humphrey  Highwood, 
the  firft  inhabitant  who  entertained  the  people 
called  Quakers,  having  given  a  friendly  recep¬ 
tion  to  three  of  them,  Peter  Head,  John  Roufe 
and  Mary  Fifher  ;  he  was  cited  to  appear  before 
the  governor,  and  charged  with  the  breach  of 
a  law  enjoining  notice  to  be  given  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  arrival  of  all  Grangers  within  a 
limited  time,  which  the  faid  Humphrey,  through 
inadvertency,  had  fuffered  to  elapfe,  for  which 
undefigned  omilTion  he  was  committed  to  pri- 
fon. 

He  had  not  as  yet  embraced  the  principles  of 
the  faid  people,  but  after  fome  time  being  con¬ 
vinced  thereof,  he  fuffered  imprifonment  :  Firft, 
for  declining  his  ufual  appearance  in  arms  and 
fervice  in  the  militia,  and  a  fecond  time  for  ap¬ 
pearing  before  the  governor  with  his  hat  on, 
and  was  detained  in  prifon  till  the  next  court, 
at  which,  as  there  was  no  law  extant  making 
fuch  appearance  criminal,  he  was  fet  at  liberty  ; 
but  at  that  time  they  made  a  law.  That  whofoe-cer 
fir  the  future  JhouUi  come  into  any  court  with 

his 
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his  hat  on,  fijou/d  pay  a  fine  of  five  hundred.  CHAP. 
pounds  of  fugar ,  or  fujfer  a  month’s  imprifcn-  xvn* 
ment. 

Upon  the  arrival  at  Barbadoes  of  the  king’s 
proclamation  in  confequence  of  the  infurrection 
of  the  fifth-monarchy-men,  there  feems  to  have 
been  a  very  general  imprifonment  of  the  mem-  Generaiim- 
bers  of  this  fociety  in  that  ifland,  for  declining  prill,nni  B‘' 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  which  the  magiftrates 
here  were  zealous  to  inforce,  in  order  to  ingra¬ 
tiate  themfelves  with  the  government. 

They  alfo  fuffered  by  frequent  diftreffes  for 
refufing  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
priefls  by  law  eftablilhed,  and  toward  the 
charges  of  repairing  the  public  worfhip  houfes, 
which  were  enforced  by  penal  laws,  frequently 
executed  with  more  than  legal  feverity. 

But  they  were  expofed  to  the  fevereft  of  fuf-  Grated 
ferings  in  perfon  and  property  for  refilling  to 
bear  arms  or  work  at  the  fortifications.  Thet°bcar 
laws  of  the  country  requiring  the  perfonal  fer- urn'5 
vice  of  the  inhabitants,  their  fervants  and 
horfes,  and  enacting  fevere  penalties  in  cafe  of 
default,  therefore  for  their  confcientious  tefti- 
mony  in  thefe  refpecls,  they  were  not  only  li¬ 
able  to  fevere  fines  and  exorbitant  diflraints,  fre¬ 
quently  to  double  the  value  of  the  eftimated 
fine,  but  to  frequent  imprifonments  and  corpo¬ 
ral  punithment,  at  the  arbitrary  pleafure  of  offi¬ 
cers  and  military  commanders. 

Feeling  their  fufferings  heavy  and  multiplied, 
they  made  repeated  remonftrances  to  the  fuc- 
ceffivc  governors  and  council  for  redrefs  of  their 
grievances  and  eafe  from  their  fufferings  ;  but 
here,  as  in  England,  inlfead  of  relief,  heavier 
penal  laws  were  often  the  refult. 


Soon 
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1671. 

Several 
friendsfrom 
England 
embark  for 
Aui  erica. 


Soon  after  the  yearly  meeting  in  London 
in  1671,  feveral  friends  took  fhipping  from 
England  in  order  to  vifit  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  other  parts  of  the  Britifh  dominions  in 
America,  and  after  a  paflage  of  near  two 
months  arrived  fafely  in  Barbadoes.  In  this 
voyage  they  were  clofely  purlued  by  a  Sallee 
man  of  war,  and  apparently  in  danger  of  being 
taken,  but  were  providentially  delivered  ;  for 
when  this  fhip  was  come  up  with  them,  it  being 
by  moon-light,  a  thick  cloud  intercepted  the 
view  ;  the  moon  fet,  and  a  frefh  gale  arifmg, 
carried  them  rapidly  on  their  courfe,  and  they 
faw  them  no  morea. 

The  friends  who  went  over  at  this  time  in 
company  were  George  Fox,  Thomas  Briggs, 
William  Edmundfon,  John  Roufe,  John  Stubbs, 
Solomon  Eccles,  James  Lancafter,  John  Cart¬ 
wright,  Robert  Widders,  George  Pattifon,  John 
Hull,  Elizabeth  Hooton  and  Elizabeth  Miers, 
and  John  Burnyeat  the  year  before.  George 
Fox,  through  indifpofition,-  was  fo  weak  at  his 
landing  that  he  was  not  of  ability  for  fome  time 
to  go  much  abroad,  but  his  fellow  labourers 
and  the  companions  of  his  voyage  entered  di¬ 
ligently  upon  the  bufmefs,  which  had  induced 
them  to  encounter  the  difficulties  of  a  paflage 
to  thefe  remote  iflands,  viz.  to  promote  true 
religion  and  righteoufnefs  in  places  where  they 
were  too  little  confidered  or  pracfifed.  Here  their 
gofpel  labours  were  attended  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  were 
remarkably  awakened  from  their  fpiritual  le¬ 
thargy. 


a  George  Fox  and  William  Edmundfon's  journals. 
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thargy.  The  meetings  crowded  by  people  of  all  c  h  a  p. 
degrees,  even  fome  of  the  principal  rank  amongft  xvti. 
them,  and  many  were  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  the  doctrines  they  publifhed.  1671. 

George  Fox’s  concern  pointing  particularly  fox  cob- 
to  the  promotion  of  that  dil’cipline  and  good men' sand 
order  amongft  his  friends  in  this  ifland,  which  ^°“lcnnssat 
he  had  been  employed  in  eftablilhing  in  other  hisTodf- 
parts,  and  not  being  able  yet  to  travel,  the  men  in£5- 
and  women  alfembled  in  their  refpe&ive  meet¬ 
ings  for  the  affairs  of  the  fociety  at  his  lodging 
at  Thomas  Rous’s,  which  furnifhed  him  with 
the  opportunity  of  being  prefent,  where  he 
found  his  affiftance  and  directions  much  wanted, 
fundry  diforders  having  crept  in  for  want  of 
vigilance  and  care.  Befides  the  fubjeCts  of  dif- 
cipline  ufual  in  other  places,  he  recommended 
to  their  efpecial  care  the  cafe  of  their  negro 
flaves,  advifing  to  inftruCt  them  in  Chriftianity, 
and  endeavour  to  inftil  into  them  the  fear  of 
their  creator,  as  well  thofe  they  might  purchafe 
as  thofe  who  were  born  in  their  families  ;  alfo 
that  they  fhould  caufe  their  overfeers  to  treat 
them  with  humanity  and  gentlenefs,  and  not 
to  follow  the  cuftom  too  prevalent  of  ufmg 
them  with  cruelty  ;  and  that  after  certain  years 
of  fervitude  they  fhould  fet  them  free.  This 
advice  being  well  accepted  and  obferved  by  the 
members  of  this  fociety,  caufed  a  general  alarm 
to  the  inhabitants  $  gave  a  handle  to  their  ad- 
verfaries  to  mifreprefent  their  good  intentions, 
and  fome  time  after  occasioned  them  trouble 
and  damage. 

After  George  Fox  was  able  to  go  abroad, G-  F°* 
he,  in  company  with  his  hoft  Thomas  Rous,  foeJ  go-' 
paid  a  vifit  to  the  governor,  who  received  them  verT‘®r. 
Vol.  III.  D  with 
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with  remarkable  kindnefs  ;  and  a  few  days 
after,  a  general  meeting  being  held  at  Bridge¬ 
town,  the  rumour  of  this  vifit  to  the  governor, 
and  the  kind  reception  he  met  with,  drew  many 
of  the  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  and 
others  not  of  the  lowefi  ranks,  from  moil  parts 
of  the  iiland  to  the  meeting.  Lewis  Morris, 
who  had  been  a  colonel  and  a  member  of  the 
council,  having  been  before  convinced,  brought 
in  company  with  him  Ralph  Fretwell,  a  judge 
in  the  ifland.  The  meeting,  which  was  very 
large,  was  conduced  to  the  great  fatisfadlion  of 
•  the  general  part  of  of  the  audience,  and  Ralph 
Fretwell  aforefaid,  through  the  powerful  and 
effectual  miniftry  of  George  Fox,  was  tho¬ 
roughly  convinced  ;  and  not  difcouraged  by  the 
general  contempt  which  this  people  lay  under, 
openly  profeffed  himfelf  of  the  fociety  of  the 
people  called  Quakers.  He  was  one  of  the 
chief  judges  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  in 
this  ifland,  had  been  regularly  fworn  into  of¬ 
fice,  and  executed  it  with  integrity  and  honour; 
but  after  this  his  profefiion,  his  adverfaries  in¬ 
filled  upon  his  being  fworn  again,  on  purpofe 
that  they  might  take  advantage  of  his  religious 
fcruple,  and  procured  it  to  be  put  to  the  vote 
in  council.  Many  of  the  council  difapproved 
of  the  motion,  and  upon  putting  the  queftion, 
they  were  equally  divided,  but  the  governor 
having  the  calling  vote  gave  it  againfl  him, 
being  adluated  more  by  the  narrownels  of  party 
fpirit,  prevalent  in  this  age,  than  a  regard  to 
jullice  or  the  public  good. 

After  this  meeting  Thomas  Briggs  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Edmundfon  took  leave  of  George  Fox, 
and  proceeded  to  the  iflands  of  Antigua  and 

Nevis. 
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Nevis.  In  the  former  they  had  large  meetings,  chap. 
attended  by  many  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  XVH. 
as  well  as  numbers  of  other  ranks.  Many  ' — 
were  convinced  by  their  miniftry,  and  amongft  •I<571* 
the  reH  Colonel  Winthrop,  who  had  been  go¬ 
vernor,  at  whofe  houfe  they  had  afterwards  feve- 
ral  large  and  fatisfaftory  meetings. 

b  When  they  had  fmilhed  their  fervice  in  An¬ 
tigua  they  fet  fail  for  Nevis,  where  foon  after  ^“5e  t0 
they  came  to  anchor.  A  marlhal  was  fent  where  they 
aboard  by  the  governor,  a  man  of  a  perfe- fuf* 
cuting  fpirit,  with  orders,  that  none  Jhould  come  land. 
ajhore  until  he  knew  whence  the  veffel  came ,  and 
who  were  in  it  ;  in  confequence  whereof  they 
were  detained  on  board  ;  and  the  governor  re¬ 
ceiving  intelligence  who  the  palfengers  in  the 
veffel  were,  immediately  fent  an  officer  and  a 
guard  of  foldiers,  with  llri£t  command  to  fuffer 
none  of  them  to  go  on  ffiore,  nor  any  of  the 
illanders  to  go  on  board  to  fee  or  converfe  with 
them,  upon  the  penalty  of  a  large  fine  ;  but 
the  officer  and  foldiers  being  of  a  better  tem¬ 
per,  carried  themfelves  kindly  to  them,  and 
fuffered  feveral  of  their  friends  to  come  to  vifit 
them,  and  by  confent  of  the  owner  of  the  vef¬ 
fel,  Colonel  Winthrop,  they  held  a  meeting  on 
board,  to  tbffir  mutual  edification. 

The  go1  *nor  fent  for  the  mailer  of  the 
ffiip,  who  was  no  Quaker,  and  obliged  him  to 
enter  into  a  bond  of  ioool.  llerling  to  carry 
them  back  to  Antigua  ;  but  in  the  mean  time, 
while  they  lay  there,  Colonel  Stapleton,  gover¬ 
nor  of  Montferrat,  paid  them  a  vifit,  to  whom 
William  Edmundfon  complained  of  the  inhol- 

D  2  pitable 


w  William  Eclmundfon’s  journal.  Bede. 
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CHAP,  pit^ble  treatment  of  this  governor  of  Nevis: 
xvii.  “  That  it  was  very  hard  ufage,  that  they,  being 
44  Englifhmen,  and  coming  fo  far  as  they  had 
1671.  “  done  to  vifit  their  countrymen,  fhould  be 

44  prohibited  from  coming  on  fhore,  to  refrefh 
44  themfelves  within  King  Charles’s  dominions, 
44  after  fuch  a  long  voyage.”  Colonel  Staple- 
ton  replied,  “It  is  true;  but  we  hear  that  fmce 
44  your  coming  into  the  Carribee  iflands  feven 
44  hundred  of  our  militia  are  turned  Quakers, 
44  and  Quakers  will  not  fight,  and  we  have 
44  need  of  men  to  fight,  being  furrounded  by 
44  enemies,  and  that  is  the  reafon  wrhy  gover- 
44  nor  Wheeler  will  not  fuffer  you  to  come  on 
44  fhore.”  Accordingly,  by  the  governor’s  or¬ 
ders,  they  were  carried  back  to  Antigua,  where 
they  were  received  with  gladnefs  by  their 
friends,  met  with  no  moleftation  from  the  go¬ 
vernment,  their  meetings  were  reforted  to  by 
many  of  all  ranks,  and  their  teftimony  well  re¬ 
ceived  by  them. 

g. Fox  ton-  d  George  Fox  continued  ftill  exercifed  in  his 

tinues  in 
Barbadoes 
and  hath 
good  fer- 
vicc. 


6  George  Fox’s  jpurnal, 


minifterial  gift  in  Barbadoes,  wrhere  he  had 
many  large  and  fatisfa&ory  meetings,  both  for 
worfhip  and  difcipline,  free  from  any  interrup¬ 
tion  from  the  government,  the  former  of  which 
many  of  other  focieties  attended^  At  one  of 
them  Colonel  Lyne,  a  fober  man^^s  fo  well 
fatisfied  with  George  Fox’s  teftimony,  that  he 
exprefled  his  fatisfaclion  in  thefe  terms  :  44  Now 
44  I  can  gainfay  fuch  as  I  have  heard  fpeak  evil 
44  of  you,  who  fay  you  do  not  own  Chrift, 
44  nor  that  he  died;  whereas  I  perceive  you 

44  exalt 
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€‘  exalt  Chrift  in  all  his  offices,  beyond  what  I  c  h  a  p. 
“  have  ever  heard  before.”  xvn. 


But  as  his  labour  in  the  Gofpel  was  effectual 


to  the  convincement  of  feveral  in  moll  parts  of 

1  ti _ 


the  ifland,  the  prielts  and  their  partizans  being  Jnhdejfj^s 
much  difturbed  and  alarmed,  had  recourfe  to to  ftir  up 
their  cuftomary  means  of  redr.efs,  in  endeavours  Perfe,-ut*on’ 
to  inftigate  the  magiftrates  to  feverity  againft 


him  and  his  fellow-labourers  ;  but  finding  them- 
felves  fruftrated  in  thefe  endeavours,  they  next 
exerted  themfelves  to  render  them  odious  or 


fufpected,  by  ftrenuoufly  difperfing  amongfl  the  render 
people  the  vulgar  calumnies  of  the  time,  which  peded, 


had  been  repeatedly  objected  to  them,  and  as 
often  refuted  by  them,  “  That  they  denied 
“  God,  Chrift  Jefus,  the  Holy  Scriptures,  &c.” 
whereupon  they  thought  it  requifite  to  draw  whereupon 
up  and  publifh  a  confeffion  of  their  faith, 
wherein  they  affert  their  belief  in  one  only  °af.^eir 
wife,  omnipotent  and  eternal  God,  the  creator 
of  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  and  the  pre- 
ferver  of  all  that  he  hath  made,  who  is  God 
over  all,  bleffed  for  ever.  That  they  own  and 
believe  in  Jefus  Chrift,  his  only  begotten  fon, 
who  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  in  whom  we  have 
redemption  through  his  blood,  even  the  for- 
givenefs  of  fins.  That  he  was  crucified  for  us 
in  the  fleih,  without  the  gates  of  Jerufalem  ; 
was  buried,  and  rofe  again  the  third  day  by 
the  power  of  his  father  for  our  juftification  : 

That  he  afcended  up  into  heaven,  and  now 
fitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God. 

Concerning  the  holy  fcriptures,  they  believe 
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chap.  God,  through  the  holy  men  of  God,  who 
xvii.  “  e  fpoke  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy 
44  Ghoft that  they  are  to  be  read  and  be- 
'  ‘  lieved,  and  are  44  f  profitable  for  reproof,  for 
44  corre&ion,  and  for  inftruction  in  righteouf- 
44  nefs,  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect, 
44  thoroughly  furnifhed  unto  all  good  works.” 
George  Fox’s  Journal,  folio,  page  435,  436, 
much  more  at  large. 

But  the  malignity  of  his  accufers  did  not 
flop  here,  the  univerfality  of  the  benevolence 
of  thefe  faithful  minifters,  and  difpofition  to  be 
ferviceable  in  the  caufe  of  righteoufnefs  to 
every  clafs  of  mankind,  furnifhed  their  adver- 
Friendsac-  faries  with  occafion  to  invent  another  calumny, 
defignuj3  which  applied  home  to  the  paflions  of  the  peo- 
y>r  up  the  pie,  as  affecting  them  in  a  tender  part,  their 
rebellion10  fecular  interefts  and  fafety  ;  perfecution  ftill  en¬ 
deavouring  to  pervert  religious  -  diffent  into  a 
crime  againft  the  ftate.  We  have  feen  the  care 
and  concern  that  George  Fox  had  upon  him 
refpecting  the  negro  Haves  in  the  families  of 
friends.  The  principle  of  univerfal  charitv  in¬ 
cited  him  and  his  fellow-labourers,  both  to  pro¬ 
mote  a  religious  care  over  them  from  their 
mafters  of  the  fociety,  as  a  part  of  their  re- 
fpective  families,  and  alfo  to  hold  meetings 
among  them  in  different  plantations,  wherein 
they  exhorted  them  to  juftice,  fobriety,  tempe¬ 
rance,  chaffity,  piety,  and  to  due  fubje&ion  to 
their  mafters  and  governors.  From  thefe  chari¬ 
table  endeavours  to  inftil  religious  fentiments 


into  this  poor  neglefted  and  oppreffed  part  of 
the  fpecies,  their  opponents  took  occafion  to  add 

this 
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this  to  the  before  recited  calumnies,  “  That  they  CHAP. 
“  taught  the  Negroes  to  rebel.”  xvn. 

In  their  vindication  againft  this  charge  they 's — v — 1 
appeal  to  the  Searcher  of  all  hearts,  that  this 
was  an  abominable  untruth,  their  principles  and 
practice  being  utterly  abhorrent  of  fuch  an  in-  charge  they 
tention:  That  their  addreffes  to  thefe  poor  people  ^"mfeives 
had  been  directed  to  exhort  them  to  be  fober, 
to  fear  God,  to  love  their  mailers  and  miflrelfes, 
to  be  faithful  and  diligent  in  their  fervice  and  ' 
bufmefs ;  that  they  cautioned  them  againft  a 
plurality  of  wives,  againft  theft,  drunkennefs, 
adultery,  fornication,  curfmg,  fwearing,  lying, 
and  fuch  vices  as  people  of  their  Ration  are  too 
prone  to  ;  referring  them  to  fomething  within 
them,  that  tells  them,  they  Ihould  not  praClife 
thefe,  nor  other  evils.  That  if  notwithilanding 
they  fhould  commit  them,  they  informed  them, 
that  there  were  but  two  ways,  one  which  leads 
to  Heaven,  whither  the  righteous  go  into  incon¬ 
ceivable  happinefs ;  and  the  other  that  leads  to 
Hell,  whither  the  wicked  and  debauched,  whore¬ 
mongers,  adulterers,  murderers  and  lyars,  go 
into  eyerlafting  mifery.  They  wifh  it  to  be  con- 
fidered,  that  it  is  no  tranfgrellion  for  a  mailer 
of  a  family  to  inftruct  his  family  himfelf,  or  for 
others  to  do  it  for  him,  but  an  important  and 
incumbent  duty  upon  them  to  pray  with  and  for 
their  families,  to  advife,  inftruCt  and  admonilh 
every  member  thereof  for  their  good;  this  being 
a  command  of  the  Lord,  difobedience  thereunto 
will  provoke  his  difpleafure. 

This  apology,  weighty  in  itfelf,  it  is  prefumed 
had  fome  weight  with  thofe  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
drefled  ;  as  notwithilanding  thefe  invidious  mif- 
reprefentations  by  the  priefbs  and  their  adherents, 

no 
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c  H  A  P.  no  fevere  meafures  on  this  account  feem  to  have 
xvii.  been  adopted  till  fome  years  after.  George  Fox 
having  fpent  three  months  in  his  gofpel  labours 
i67>-  in  this  illand,  vifiting  and  confirming  his  friends, 
whofe  number  was  now  increafed  by  the  con- 
vincement  of  others,  and  having  fettled  the 
meetings  to  his  fatisfa&ion,  apprehending  him- 
felf  clear  of  his  fervice  there,  prepared  for  his 
departure;  having  firft  communicated  his  pro- 
fpects  to  his  friends,  he  thought  it  expedient  to 
acquaint  the  governor  and  divers  of  the  council 
with  his  intention,  that,  as  his  entrance  into  the 
ifland  had  been  open  and  public,  his  departure 
might  be  fo  too. 

g.  Fox  From  Barba’does  he  paffed  over  to  Jamaica,  in 
Jamaica.”  c°mpany  with  Robert  Widders,  William  Ed- 
mundfon,  Solomon  Eccles  and  Elizabeth  Hooton, 
where  they  met  with  a  kind  reception,  being 
treated  with  civility  both  by  the  governor,  ma- 
giftrates,  and  the  people  in  general.  Their 
meetings  here  were  large  and  very  quiet,  their 
minifterial  labour  conducive  to  the  convincement 
of  many,  and  amongft  them  fome  people  of  ac¬ 
count  in  the  world. 

About  a  week  after  their  arrival,  Elizabeth 
Hooton,  being  far  advanced  in  years,  departed 
this  life. 

Account  °f  she  was  a  woman  religioufiy  inclined  in  an 
Hboton.'  early  flage  of  life,  and  one  of  the  firft  who 
joined  in  religious  fellowflnp  with  George  Fox, 
before  the  name  of  Quaker  was  applied  to  him 
and  his  friends.  In  his  early  journeys  to  feek 
out,  and  converfe  with,  fober  and  well-minded 
people,  before  he  appeared  as  a  public  preacher, 
in  the  year  1647  he  came  into  Nottinghamfhire, 
where  he  met  with  a  number  of  fuch  as  he 
\  defired 
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defired  to  vifit,  and  had  fome  ferious  conferences  CHAP, 
with  them  upon  religious  fubje&s;  amongd  them  xvii. 
was  Elizabeth  Hooton,  who  was  then  convinced 
by  his  dotlrine,  of  the  fufficiency  of  the  light, 
which  enlighteneth  every  man  that  cometh  into 
the  world  ;  and  by  an  inward  attention  to  this 
monitor  in  her  own  bread  (by  Divine  aid)  die 
experienced  the  work  of  converfion  and  fantti- 
fication  begun  and  advanced  in  her  heart,  where¬ 
by  die  was  prepared  for  the  reception  of  fpiritual 
gifts.  In  the  year  1650  Ihe  received  a  gift  in 
the  minidry,  being  reputed  to  be  the  firlt  mi- 
nider  of  her  fex  in  this  fociety8,  but  not  the 
fird  in  the  Chridian  church  :  For  befide  thole 
in  the  primitive  age  of  chridianity,  mentioned 
by  the  apodle  Paul  as  his  fellow  helpers  and 
labourers  in  the  Lord,  according  to  William 
Sewel,  there  are  more  modern  accounts,  “  that 
“  among  other  perfuafions  in  London  there  were 
“  alfo  women  who  did  preach,  and  were  heard 
“  with  great  fatisfa&ion.”  As  Elizabeth  Hooton 
was  one  of  the  earlied  believers  in,  and  one  of 
the  earlied  preachers  up  of,  the  light  of  Chrid 
in  man,  while  thofe  about  this  time  denominated 
Quakers  were  but  few,  and  not,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  an  embodied  fociety,  it  wras  not  unufual 
for  their  preachers,  at  this  time,  to  attend  the 
public  places  of  worfhip,  and  generally,  at  the 
clofe,  to  feek  an  opportunity  to  publilh  their 
do&rine  there,  not  having  yet  edablifhed  meet¬ 
ings  of  their  own  in  many  places,  a  cudom  not 
peculiar  to  them,  as  hath  been  already  diewn L  ; 
yet  for  this  many  of  them  met  with  much  abufe, 
and  amongd  the  red  Elizabeth  Hooton.  She 

travelled 
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chap,  travelled  into  many  parts  of  the  nation  to  call 
xvii.  people  to  repentance,  and  to  take  heed  to  the 

•s convictions  of  the  Divine  Light  and  Grace  of 
God  in  their  own  hearts,  for  which  (he  was 
one  of  the  earlied  fufferers  among  the  members 
of  this  rifing  fociety.  c  As  early  as  1651  fhe 
was  imprifoned  in  Darby  upon  the  complaint 
of  a  pried,  to  whom  (he  had  fpoken  by  way  of 
reproof,  who  in  refentment  applied  to  a  juftice 
and  procured  her  imprifonment.  In  the  next 
year,  1652,  die  was  again  imprifoned  at  York 
for  delivering  an  exhortation  to  the  congregation 
at  Rotheram,  at  the  clofe  of  their  public  wor¬ 
ship.  In  1654  die  was  on  the  like  account  im¬ 
prifoned  five  months  in  Lincoln,  and  in  1665 
twelve  weeks  in  the  fame  place.  In  1660,  puf¬ 
fing  quietly  along  the  road,  die  was  met  by  one 
jackfon,  pried  of  Seldon  in  Nottinghamshire, 
who  abuied  her,  druck  her  repeatedly,  knocked 
her  down,  and  afterward  put  her  into  the  water ; 
thus  manifeding  his  malice  in  the  abufive  treat¬ 
ment  of  an  inoffenfive  female,  in  a  manner  dif- 
graceful  to  his  chara&er  as  a  teacher,  a  chridian, 
and  a  man.  The  barbarous  ufage  die  received  in 
New  England  hath  been  already  related.  In  all 
her  afflictions,  through  Divine  fupport,  fhe  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  preferved  in  patience,  and  in 
a  meek  and  quiet  lpirit;  but  deadfad  and  im¬ 
moveable  in  the  truth  in  which  fhe  mod  fu’rely 
believed.  And  at  lad  in  an  advanced  age  finidied 
her  life  in  peace  in  a  foreign  land. 

c  Befle. 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 


William  Edmundfon  vifis  thefe  IJlands  a  fecond 
Time. — At  Bridgetown  a  Priejl  diflurbs  the 
Meeting  and  challenges  William  Edmundfon  to  a 
Difpuie — In  which  being  foiled  the  Priejl  com¬ 
plains  to  the  Governor. — William  Edmundfon 
waits  upon  the  Governor ,  and  by  his  Dfcourfe 
brings  him  to  moderation. — William  Edmundfon 
appears  before  the  Council ,  where  the  Priejl 
failing  in  proof  of  his  Charges  meets  with  merited 
Reproof. — William  Edmundfon  writes  an  Epijlle 
to  the  Governor ,  &c.  againjt  the  prevailing 

Vices  of  the  If  and — And  their  Treatment  of  the 
Negro  Slaves. — A  cl  pa  fed  to  prevent  the  People 
called  Quakers  from  bringing  Negroes  to  their 
Meetings ,  and  again, ft  their  Schoohnafers  and 
Preachers. — Refections  on  this  Aft,  and  on  the 
Slave  Trade. 


In  the  year  1675,  William  Edmundfon  afore- c  h  A  P. 
faid  went  a  fecond  time  from  Ireland  to  Barba-  xvm. 
does,  under  a  renewed  religious  concern  to  vint  n — • 

the  meetings  of  his  friends  in  that  ifland,  and  in  ‘675- 
other  parts  of  the  American  plantations,  where 
he  was  gladly  received  by  them,  and  had  manyvii.tsti.de 
favourable  opportunities  in  the  exercife  of  his  ^d.5  J  *” 
miniftry  amonglt  others,  the  meetings  through 
mod  parts  of  the  ifland  being  very  large,  many 
were  convinced  of  the  truth,  and  the  hearts  of 
friends  enlarged  in  love  to  receive  his  teftimony 

and 


time. 
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XVIII. 

1675- 


At  Bridge¬ 
town  a 
jrrieft  dif- 
turbs  the 
meeting  and 
challenges 
W  Ed¬ 
mund  fon  to 
a  public 
dil'pute. 


and  inftru&ions  both  in  doctrine  and  difci- 
pline. 

He  had  a  meeting  at  the  houfe  of  Tobias 
Fryer,  a  man  of  great  fubftance,  repute  and  au¬ 
thority,  in  commillion  of  the  peace,  whofe  wife 
was  one  of  the  fociety  of  Quakers,  fo  called  ; 
the  meeting  was  crowded,  and  amongft  the  reft 
the  prieft  of  the  parifh,  whofe  name  was  Ramfey, 
attended  at  it.  After  meeting  many  of  the  au¬ 
ditors  exprefted  their  fatisfaction,  only  the  prieft 
feemed  difturbed,  yet  made  no  public  oppofition 
there ;  but  afterwards  at  a  meeting  at  Bridgetown, 
to  which  he  came  attended  by  a  company  of 
rude  people  in  order  to  make  a  difturbance,  he 
reviled  friends  with  abufive  language,  calling 
them  heretics ,  blafphemers  and  traitors ,  and 
challenged  William  Edmundfon  to  a  public  dif- 
putation,  in  which  he  threatened  to  prove  the 
charge.  This  challenge  being  accepted,  the  ru¬ 
mour  thereof  drew  together  abundance  of  people 
of  all  ranks,  by  computation  3000  or  upwards  ; 
the  affembly  was  accommodated  mider  fhades 
without  doors :  But  the  prieft,  inftead  of  making 
good  his  former  charges,  broke  out  in  railing 
accufations,  fometimes  againft  particular  friends, 
fometimes  againft  the  fociety  in  general,  advanc¬ 
ing  many  invidious  charges,  but  proving  none, 
whereby  he  difgufted  the  judicious  part  of  the 
auditory,  manifefted  his  own  folly,  and  fumifh- 
ed  William  Edmundfon  and  his  friends  (who 
kept  cool  in  their  minds)  with  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  their  principles  to  the  general  infor¬ 
mation  and  fatisfadfion  of  the  large  number  of 
people  aflembled  upon  the  occafton. 
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Difappointed  of  his  aim,  but  perfevering  in  c  H  A  P. 
his  enmity,  this  prieft  next  applied  to  the  go-  xvm. 
vernor,  Sir  Jonathan  Atkins,  with  a  complaint  ^ 
againft  William  Edmundfon,  that  he  was  a  Jefuit  ,675- 
from  Ireland  under  the  appearance  of  a  Quaker,  ^  pTf^fcd 
and  pretending  to  make  the  Negroes  Chriltians,  applies  to 
‘would  make  them  rebels ,  and  rife  and  cut  their  with  a 
throats.  The  governor,  upon  this  falfe  informa-  complaint 
tion,  was  determined  to  iffue  his  warrant  to  ap- 
prehend  William  Edmundfon,  who  coming  to  ton. 
the  knowledge  thereof,  anticipated  the  execution 
by  a  voluntary  vifit  to  the  governor. 

The  governor,  when  he  found  who  his  vifitant  w.  e<i- 
was,  fell  into  a  paffion,  menaced  him  greatly, 
that  he  would  take  a  courfe  with  him,  and  fent  governor, 
his  man  for  the  marlhal;  but  before  the  marfhal  conference 
came  they  entered  into  a  converfation,  in  the  ":odciatcJ 
courfe  of  which  the  governor  acquainted  William 
Edmundfon  with  the  information  he  had  re¬ 
ceived,  that  under  pretence  of  making  the  Ne¬ 
groes  Chriltians,  he  was  teaching  them  to  rebel 
and  cut  their  throats.  To  which  William 
replied,  that  it  was  a  good  work  to  bring  them 
to  the  knowledge  of  God  and  Chrifl  Jefus,  and 
to  believe  in  him  that  died  for  them  and  for 
all  men,  which  would  keep  them  from  rebelling 
or  cutting  any  man’s  throat ;  but  if  they  fhould 
rebel  and  cut  their  throats,  as  was  faid,  it  would 
not  be  in  confequence  of  his  do&rine,  but  of 
their  treatment,  keeping  them  in  ignorance  and 
under  oppreflion,  giving  them  liberty  to  be  com¬ 
mon  with  women,  like  brutes  ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  Itarving  them  for  want  of  food  and 
raiment  convenient  for  them :  Thus  allowing 
them  liberty  in  that  which  God  reflrained,  and 
reftraining  them  in  that  which  God  allowed  ar.d 

afforded 


62 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


W.  Ed- 
mundfon 
app  rs 
fore  the 
council, 


chap,  afforded  to  men,  meat  and  clothes.  After  fome 
xvm.  time  the  governor  grew  very  moderate. 
v- — v~— '  The  marfhal  coming,  defired  to  know  his 

l675-  pleaiure.  The  governor  told  him  he  had  thought 
to  have  committed  William  Edmundfon  to  pri- 
fon,  but  his  mind  was  altered;  fo  ordering  him 
to  appear  before  the  council  next  day,  he  dif- 
miffed  him  for  that  time.  Next  day  he  appear¬ 
ed  before  the  council,  and  his  accufer  Ramfey, 
be-  appeared  alfo,  and  renewed  his  accufations 
againft  William  Edmundfon  and  his  friends,  of 
herefy ,  blafphemy ,  and  treafon ,  alleging  that  he 
would  prove  his  charge  out  of  Edward  Bur- 
rough’s  book.  The  book  was  brought,  the 
w,1"e  the  prieft  toiled  and  turned  it  over  and  over  again, 
Fngin  proof  but  could  find  nothing  there  to  anfwer  his  pur- 
ch  irg  s  P°k  ’  whereupon  he  met  with  merited  rebuke 
meets  with  from  the  governor,  and  general  difpleafure  from 
preofCdre"  t^e  council,  for  advancing  fuch  grofs  charges 
againft  a  body  of  people  without  foundation. 
The  prieft,  as  abjedt  as  he  was  envious,  fell 
on  his  knees  to  aik  their  forgivenefs,  and  from 
that  time  the  governor  behaved  with  kindnefs 
during  William’s  ftay  there. 

William  Edmundfon  fpent  five  months  in  his 
religious  labours  in  this  illand,  in  which,  being 
a  man  of  fortitude,  by  confcious  integrity  raifed 
above  the  fear  of  man,  and  actuated  by  an  honeft 
zeal  for  promoting  the  caufe  of  pure  religion 
and  difeouraging  vice,  he  was  a  faithful  re¬ 
prover  of  the  immoralities  and  vicious  practices 
abounding  among  the  inhabitants,  and  con¬ 
cluded  his  labours  amongft  them  by  an  epiftle 
addreffed  to  the  governor,  council,  and  all 
others  in  authority  in  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes, 
— of  the  in  which,  after  a  recital  of  the  various  vices  and 
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immoralities  which  blemifhed  the  ifland,  as  C  H  A  ?. 
fwearing,  drunkennefs,  pride,  opprefiion  and  xviii. 
uncleannefs  ;  and  pointing  out  from  fcripture  ^ 
that  general  depravity  frequently  draws  down  the  i675- 
fymptoms  of  Divine  difpleafure  in  inflicting  fignal  ' 
calamities  upon  guilty  places  and  nations,  as 
upon  the  old  world,  Gen.  vi.  2,  for  taking  wives’ 
of  all  that  they  chofe  ;  and  upon  Sodom  for  the 
pollution  and  unreftrained  lull  of  its  inhabitants : 

He  clofely  prefles  them  to  ufe  the  pow’er  in  their 
hands  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  current  of  wickednefs 
and  uncleannefs  which  had  over-run  the  ifland 
and  cried  for  vengeance;  in  particular,  the  pro- 
mifcuous  commerce  of  the  fexes  among  the  Ne-andthetr 
groes,  connived  at  or  rather  encouraged  from ^theirNe- 
motives  of  intereft,  appears  to  him  a  fin  of  com-  grooves, 
plicated  enormity,  fliocking  to  every  fentiment 
of  chaftitv  and  decency,  difgraceful  to  humanity, 
and  a  violation  of  every  law,  moral  and  divine. 

He  therefore  ftrenuoufly  urges  them  to  exert 
their  authority  for  rcftraining  and  fupprefling 
this  licentioufnefs  and  offenfive  liberty  among 
their  negro  (laves,  and  not  only  to  break  the  bonds 
of  iniquity,  but  to  remove  the  yoke  of  oppref- 
fion  from  off  their  necks  ;  to  moderate  their  la¬ 
bour,  treat  them  with  humanity,  and  allow 
them  a  comfortable  fufficiency  of  food  and  rai¬ 
ment.  That  as  the  beneficent  creator  of  the 
world  hath  filled  the  earth  plenty,  and  pro¬ 
vided  a  fufficiency  for  food  and  raiment  for  all 
the  inhabitants  thereof,  for  a  part  of  the  human 
race  to  be  deprived  of  neccffaries,  which  they 
fully  earn  by  their  labour,  in  order  that  their 
fuperiors  may  more  freely  riot  in  all  the  fuper- 
fluities  of  luxury,  can  never  be  vindicated  or 
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c  a  A  P.  anfwered  for  to  the  Lord,  to  whom  the  earth 
xviii.  belongs,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof. 

'  He  concludes  his  faid  epiftle  in  thefe  plain 

i675-  and  honeft  terms  :  “  You  have  power,  if  you 
“  make  the  right  ufe  of  it,  to  rectify  thefe 
“  abufes,  if  the  inclination  of  your  hearts  be 
“  to  the  Lord  ;  or  otherwife  he  will  find  a  way 
“  to  purge  the  land  of  her  wickednefs  and  her 
“  filthy  abominations ;  and  in  that  day  remem- 
“  ber  you  are  warned  by  one,  that  wifhes  well 
“  to  the  illand,  and  liability  to  her  govern- 
“  ment. 

“  W.  EDMUNDSON. 

“  21,  1 2mo,  1675.” 

Although  the  rulers  to  whom  this  epiftle  was 
addrefled,  convicted,  doubtlefs,  in  their  con¬ 
fidences  that  the  ftate  of  their  ifland  gave  juft 
occalion  for  the  clofe  and  poignant  reprehenftons 
contained  therein,  appear  not  to  have  exprefted 
any  immediate  refentment  againft  the  author, 
muidjtn  w^°  ^oon  affer  took  his  departure  for  New- 
departs for  England  unmolefted  ;  yet  in  a  fhort  time  after 
that,  inftead  of  uftng  their  authority  to  fupprefs 
the  vices  remonftrated  againft,  liftening  more  to 
the  calumnies  and  fuggeftions  of  the  adverfaries, 
and  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  felf-intereft 
prompting  them  to  increafe  the  number  of  their 
llaves  even  by  wicked  means,  they  refolved  to 
keep  fuch  troublefome  monitors  at  a  diftance, 
to  prevent  the  preaching  up  of  doctrines  they 
difliked,  and  to  render  themfelves  fecure  in  the 
continued  practice  of  immoralities  they  knew  to 
be  indefenfible  ;  for  thefe  purpofes,  about  two 
months  after  the  date  of  the  aforefaid  letter, 

they 
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they  paffed  an  a£l  to  prevent  the  people  called  CHAP’ 
Quakers  from  bringing  negroes  to  their  meet-  XVIII« 

inSs’  &c*  .  '^6^' 

The  preamble  recites,  44  that  many  negroes  Adi  paired 
44  have  been  fuffered  to  remain  in  the  meetings  PreTei?t 

r  -  ,  t"e  PeoP^c 

“  or  the  Quakers,  as  hearers  or  their  doctrine,  called  qua- 
44  and  taught  in  their  principles,  whereby  theJ^Pj^® 

44  fafety  of  this  ifland  may  be  much  hazarded.”  negroes  to 
They  therefore  enaft,  that  if  after  the  publica-  mMt' 
tion  of  the  a£t  44  any  negro  or  negroes  {hall  be 
44  found  with  the  faid  Quakers  at  any  of  their 
44  faid  meetings,  and  as  hearers  of  their  preach- 
44  ing,  fuch  negro  or  negroes  (hall  be  forfeited, 

44  one  half  to  the  party  who  {hall  feize  and  fue 
44  for  them,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  public 
44  ufe  of  the  ifland.  And  if  any  fuch  negro  or 
negroes  do  not  belong  to  any  of  the  perfons 
prefent  at  the  fame  meeting,  any  perfon  may 
44  bring  an  action,  grounded  upon  this  ftatute, 

44  againft  any  perfon  prefent,  at  the  election  of 
44  the  informer,  for  the  fum  of  iol.  fterling  for 
every  fuch  negro.  That  no  perfon  {hall  keep 
a  fchool,  unlefs  in  one  month  after  publication  Penalty  up- 
fuch  perfon  {hall  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  mafter^&c. 
and  fupremacy  before  fome  juftice  of  peace, 
or  obtain  a  fpecial  licenfe  from  the  governor 
44  for  the  time  being,  under  the  penalty  of  three 
months  imprifonment,  and  a  forfeiture  of 
three  thoufand  pounds  of  Mufcovado  fugar. 

That  no  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  that  is 
44  not  an  inhabitant  and  refident  in  this  ifland, 
and  hath  been  fo  for  twelve  months  together, 

{hall  hereafter  publicly  difcourfe  or  preach  at  ^lfo  uPon 
the  meetings  of  the  Quakers,  upon  the  penalty 1  rc  c  ‘ 

44  of  fix  months  imprifonment,  and  fliall  forfeit 
44  ten  thoufand  pounds  of  Mufcovado  fugar,  to 
Vol.  III.  E  44  be 
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CHAP,  tc  be  recovered  and  divided  in  manner  afore- 
XVI11-  “  raid.” 

By  this  aft  feveral  of  the  faid  people  were 
'  great  fufferers  ;  but  the  attempt  made  on  Ralph 
Fretwell  aforefaid,  and  Richard  Sutton,  exceeded 
all  reafonable  bounds,  the  former  being  in¬ 
formed  againfl  and  profecuted  by  one  Thomas 
Cobham  for  the  fum  of  8ool.  for  eighty  negroes, 
and  the  latter  for  thirty  negroes  being  prefent  at 
a  meeting  ;  but  the  defendants  in  this  caufe  made 
their  defence  fo  well,  that  notwithflanding  the 
aft,  the  jury  weighing  all  the  circumflances  of 
the  matter,  acquitted  them,  to  the  difappoint- 
ment  of  their  enemies. 

The  penalty  Three  years  afterwards,  in  the  year  1678,  this 
inhabitants*  a&  was  extended  to  include  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ifland,  under  the  penalty  before  enafted,  for 
preaching  at  any  of  the  meetings  of  the  people 
called  Quakers,  whereby  all  preaching  in  the 
public  affemblies  of  the  faid  people  was  prohi¬ 
bited  under  the  fevere  penalties  of  fines  and  im- 
prifonment. 

Now  it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  for  unpre¬ 
judiced  reafon  to  determine,  whether  thefe  mi- 
nifters  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  objefts  of 
contempt  and  averfion  with  many  of  thofe,  who 
pride  themfelves  upon  their  refined  reafon,  and 
their  fuperiority  of  underflanding  ;  or  the  legi- 
flature  of  this  ifland,  -who  from  their  rank  in 
life  were  probably  in  eftimation  for  wifdom  and 
honour,  afted  molt  confidently  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  religion,  humanity  and  moral  juftice. 

After  the  foregoing  narrative  of  the  tendency 
of  the  labours  of  thefe  minifters  with  the  negro 
flaves  in  this  ifland,  the  preamble  of  this  aft, 
infinuating  apprehenfion  of  danger  to  the  fafety 

of 
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of  the  ifland,  muft  appear  nothing  more  than  a ' 
mere  pretence.  The  prieds,  as  we  have  feen, 
alarmed  at  the  fuccefs  of  the  minidry  of  thefe 
friends,  fpread  jealoufies  of  them  upon  ground- 
lefs  fuggedions,  and  after  their  cudomary  man¬ 
ner  in  that  age,  endeavoured  to  excite  the  fecu- 
lar  power  againd  them,  and  at  length  feem  to  have 
fucceeded.  This  a£t  therefore  appears  to  me  the 
refult  of  clerical  jealoufy,  joined  to  national  pre¬ 
judice,  under  the  bias  of  an  irrational  and  un¬ 
juft  policy,  which  made  them  averfe  to  every 
meafure,  which  might  conduce  to  let  in  any  de¬ 
gree  of  light  into  the  darkened  minds  of  their 
flaves,  abfurdly  imagining,  that  the  nearer  they 
were  kept  to  the  date  of  brutes,  the  more  fafely 
they  might  treat  them  as  fuch. 

But  what  ftiall  we  think  of  the  chriftianity  of 
thefe  iflanders,  who  yet  laid  claim  to  the  name 
of  chriftians  and  proteftants,  to  make  it  penal 
for  honed  men,  fincerely  employed  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  religious  duties,  to  indrudt  thefe  poor 
heathens,  members  of  their  own  families  or 
others,  in  the  nature  of  religion  and  mo¬ 
rality,  to  give  them  fome  notions  of  a  fu- 
preme  Being,  and  exhort  them  to  live  in  his 
fear,  and  bring  them  into  the  belief  of  a  future 
date  of  rewards  and  punifhments.  To  make 
fuch  laudable  endeavours  penal  by  a  public  adt  of 
date  argues  a  general  depravity  of  fentiment, 
difgraceful  to  any  people,  and  as  irreconcileable 
to  found  policy,  as  to  the  nature  and  do&rines 
of  the  gofpel. 

The  difcovery  of  America  engaged  feveral  na¬ 
tions  of  Europe  to  fend  out  colonies  to  poflefs  and 
cultivate  many  of  the  parts  to  which  they  refpec- 
tively  laid  claim,  not  only  to  the  continent,  but  to 

E  2  the 


68 


HISTORY  of  the 


CHAP,  the  Well  Indian  illands.  This  illand  of  Barba- 
xvm*  does  was  early  reforted  to  by  feveral  adventurers 
from  England  a,  who  upon  their  landing  found 
it  a  defert  wade,  without  the  leaft  fign  of  hav¬ 
ing  ever  been  inhabited ;  and  being,  as  well  as 
the  other  colonies  and  illands,  over-run  with 
wood,  confiding  of  trees  very  large,  hard  and 
ftubborn,  put  the  emigrants  to  great  labour  and 
difficulty  to  clear  as  much  ground  as  was  ne- 
celfary  for  their  fubddence.  This  laborious 
clearing  and  cultivating  of  their  lands  being  re- 
quifite,  in  a  good  degree,  for  their  fupport,  and 
in  a  greater  degree  for  acquiring  property  and 
raifing  ellates,  occafioned  a  great  call  from  the 
planters  for  affidants  of  ability  to  labour,  and 
afterwards  gave  rife  to  a  very  iniquitous  traf¬ 
fic,  a  traffic  in  the  human  fpecies,  wherein  the 
laws  of  nature  and  humanity,  much  more,  the 
more  facred  laws  of  religion  and  chriltianity, 
were  mod  enormoudy  violated,  both  by  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  and  Americans. 

The  former  fent  their  fhips  to  the  coad  of 
Africa  to  take  away  fuch  of  the  natives  as 
they  could  purchafe,  captives  taken  in  war, 
*  whereby  they  fomented  wars  and  bloodlhed 

amongd  the  natives,  or  frequently  fuch  as  they 
could  trepan*  take  by  furprize  or  deal*,  inhu¬ 
manly 

a  Guthrie. 

*  A  negro  redding  near  Philadelphia  from  his  firft  arrival 
appearing  thoughtful  and  dejedted,  frequently  dropping  tears 
when  fondling  his  mailer’s  children,  it  incited  a  curiofity  in 
thofe  who  ohferved  him  to  know  the  caufe,  which,  when  he 
had  got  Englilh  enough  to  make  himfelf  underllood,  he  let 
them  know  in  the  following  moving  relation  : — That  he  had 
a  wife  and  children  in  his  own  country  j  that  fome  of  thefe 
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manly  regardlefs  of  the  pain  they  fuffered  inCHAp. 
being  violently  torn  away  from  their  parents,  xviii. 
their  wives,  their  families,  their  natural  con- 
ne&ions,  and  all  that  they  held  dear  in  life  j  l675- 
whG,  though  termed  favages,  yet  many  of  them 
appear  more  fufceptible  of  the  feelings  of  men 
than  their  more  favage  captors,  who  mud  be 
dead  to  all  the  tender  feelings  of  the  human 
heart,  before  they  could  be  concerned  in  a 
traffic  fo  difgraceful  to  civilization,  and  render¬ 
ing  the  name  of  chriitian  odious  to  infidels. 


- Quid  non  mortalia  pe&ora  cogis 

Auri  facra  fames— - . 

O  curfed  hunger  of  pernicious  gold, 

What  bands  of  faith  can  impious  lucre  hold. 


As  they  were  thus  purchafed  or  kidnapped, 
they  were  hurried  on  board  the  fliip  in  waiting 
to  carry  off  their  human  cargo,  until  they  pro¬ 
cured  their  complement.  On  ffiipboard,  with¬ 
out  regard  to  health  or  decency,  hundreds  being 
confined  together  within  the  narrow  limits  of 
the  hold,  were  liable  to  contract  diftempers, 
which  put  a  period  to  the  forrows  of  many  of 

them 

being  tick,  he  went  in  the  night-time  to  fetch  water  from  a 
fpring,  where  he  was  violently  feized  and  carried  off  by  per- 
fons,  who  were  lying  in  wait  to  furprize  and  feize  fuch  of  the 
inhabitants  as  might  fall  in  their  way,  and  thence  was  tran- 
fported  to  America  ;  that  in  remembrance  of  his  family  and 
friends,  whom  he  never  expected  to  fee  any  more,  he  could 
not  help  giving  vent  to  the  anguifh  of  his  heart,  by  dropping 
a  tear  to  their  memory.  Now  can  any  man,  whofe  mind  is 
not  rendered  quite  obdurate  by  the  praftice  of  oppreffion,  or 
love  of  gain,  hear  this  relation  without  commiferating  fym- 
pathy  and  a  participation  of  his  forrow  ?  And  doubtlefs  the 
cafes  of  many  of  rhefe  opprefled  people  will  be  found  to  be 
attended  with  circumftances  equally  cruel  and  aggravating. 
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C  A  AP.  them  by  a  premature  death  ;  many  others  found 
XVIn*  a  releafe  from  the  accumulated  fufferings  which 
awaited  the  lefs  happy  furvivors,  by  the  feafon- 
1  ing  in  the  iflands,  as  it  is  termed. 

When  landed  they  were  expofed  naked  to 
faleb,  like  beads  of  burden,  and  being  fold  to 
the  highed  bidder,  branded  with  an  hot  iron,  as 
the  property  of  the  purchafer,  a  property  which 
God  or  nature  never  gave  the  feller,  which 
therefore  he  had  no  right  to  transfer,  and  of 
confequence  could  convey  to  the  purchafer  no 
right  over  them,  but  what  himfelf  had,  that  is, 
none  at  all. 

But  arbitrary  cudom  and  unequal  laws  gave 
a  power  over  them  to  the  purchafer,  who  gene¬ 
rally  confidered  this  as  a  right  of  property,  and 
often  ufed  his  power  over  them,  or  his  overfeer 
for  him,  with  unfeeling  barbarity,  keeping  them 
to  exceffive  labour  with  the  lalh  over  their  backs, 
which  was  exercifed  without  mercy,  allowing 
them  at  the  fame  time  neither  proper  food  nor 
clothing ;  while  thefe  Have  owners,  many  of 
them,  fupported  the  date  and  luxury  of  princes 
by  the  labour  of  thofe  miferable  men  ;  and  by 
them  their  children  being  waited  upon  with  the 
mod  abjeCt  homage,  were  corrupted  in  their 
early  years  with  intolerable  pride  and  cruelty, 
and  inured  to  look  upon  their  flaves  as  beings 
of  a  different  fpecies,  and  by  thefe  means  pre¬ 
pared  to  perpetuate  their  bondage  and  their  af¬ 
flictions. 

From  this  view  of  the  Have  trade,  of  the 
treatment  of  thofe  daves,  and  the  ufe  thofe 
illanders  found  them  of  to  fupport  themfelves  in 
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cafe  and  grandeur,  it  is  not  difficult  to  difcover  chap. 
from  what  principle  the  aforefaid  aft  againfl  the  xvnI* 
Quakers  originated  ;  a  mean  and  felfifh  jealoufy,  ^  , 
left  their  minds  being  in  any  degree  or  by 
any  means  enlightened,  might  attain  a  clearer 
knowledge  of  their  rights  as  men,  which  they 
were  very  defirous  to  prevent,  as  thinking  it 
more  conducive  to  their  interefted  views,  that 
they  fhould  continue  in  their  native  ignorance 
of  moral  and  religious  truth.  Tyranny,  to  pa¬ 
gans  and  favages  lofeth  much  of  that  abhor¬ 
rence,  through  the  prejudice  of  cuftom,  \vhich 
it  might  be  produftive  of,  if  exercifed  upon  any 
under  the  chriftian  name,  and  therefore  they 
chofe  rather,  they  ffiould  continue  pagans  to  be 
treated  as  brutes,  than  to  be  converted  to  chrif- 
tianity,  and  to  be  treated  like  men. 

I  efteem  it  no  inconfiderable  credit  to  thefe 
pious  and  worthy  men,  that,  from  a  lively  fym- 
pathy  with  their  grievous  fufferings,  they  ex¬ 
erted  their  religious  labours  in  favour  of  this 
grofsly  abufed  part  of  the  human  fpecies,  at  a 
time  when  the  rights  of  human  nature  were  not 
fo  clearly  understood ;  when  habitual  tyranny 
and  general  ufage  had  given  a  kind  of  fanftion 
to  the  commerce  in  flaves,  when  few  pleaded 
their  caufe,  but  molt,  in  palliation  of  their 
treatment,  looked  upon  and  reprefented  them  as 
beings  of  an  inferior  order. 


C  II  A  P- 


72  HISTORY  OF  niK 


CHAP.  XIX. 


NEW  JERSEY,  &c. 

The  Difcovery  of  the  Continent  of  North  America 
The  Dutch  and  Swedes  the  firjl  Settlers. — 
King  Charles  II.  difpoffeffes  the  Dutch ,  and  gives 
the  Country  to  his  Brother  the  Duke  of  York , 
from  whom  it  is  named  New-York. — Some  of  the 
People  called  Quakers  migrate  to  America. — 
John  Burnyeat  pays  a  religious  Vifit  to  his 
Friends  on  that  Continent. — Thomas  Thurfton , 
a  Ranter ,  gives  Friends  in  Maryland  much 
Trouble. — John  Burnyeat' s  Care  and  Endea¬ 
vours  to  manifejl  his  Unfoundnefs. — In  Virginia 
feveral ,  drawn  afide  by  John  Parrot’s  Notions , 
forfake  me  etingtogether forWorjhip. — John  Burn¬ 
yeat  with  much  Solicitation  gets  a  Meeting  among 
them — Which  proves  of  Service. 

CHAP.  The  fuccefs  of  Columbus  and  Americus  Vef- 
xix.  putius  in  difeovering  the  Caribbee  Iflands,  and 
the  continent  of  South  America,  diffufed  a  fpi- 
rit  of  adventure  in  fearch  of  further  difeoveries 
of  the  Weftern  Continent.  Sebaltian  Cabot,  an 
Englilhman  of  Venetian  extra&ion,  an  expert 
navigator,  was  the  next  adventurer,  who  under 
the  patronage  of  Henry  VII.  e  failed  in  quell  of 
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a  north-weft  paflage  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  feli c  11  A  p- 
in  with  the  continent  of  North  America,  to  XIX* 
which  country  the  Englifti,  as  the  firft  dif- 
eoverers,  laid  claim ;  but  they  made  no  at¬ 
tempts  to  fettle  in  it,  till  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
a  man  of  extraordinary  genius,  planted  a  colo¬ 
ny  in  the  fouthern  part,  which  he  called  Vir¬ 
ginia,  in  honour  of  his  miftrefs  queen  Eliza¬ 
beth. 

But  the  firft  attempts  to  fettle  colonies  in  this  1C06.. 
country  proving  unfuccefsful,  damped  the  fpirit 
of  emigration  for  fome  time.  In  1606,  king 
James  I.  granted  a  new  patent  of  Virginia,  un¬ 
der  which  denomination,  befide  the  country  now 
diftinguilhed  by  that  name,  the  Provinces  of 
New  England,  New  York,  New  Jerfey,  Penfvl- 
vania  and  Maryland,  were  included. 

In  the  interval  between  the  difeovery  of  the 
middle  part  of  this  continent,  and  the  actual 
poffeflion  thereof  by  any  colony  from  England, 

Henry  Hudfon,  an  Englilhman  by  birth,  but  in 
the  fervice  or  employ  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India 
Company,  failing  alfo  in  queft  of  a  northern 
paflage  to  China,  and  being  difappointed  in  the 
principal  purpofe  of  his  voyage  ;  coafted  along 
the  northern  ftiore  of  America  in  fearch  of  fome 
difeovery,  whereby  his  employers  might  in  fome 
meafure  be  indemnified  for  the  expenfes  of  his 
fruitlefs  attempt  to  find  out  the  paflage  defired  : 

After  failing  up  the  river  to  which  he  gave  his 
own  name,  and  reconnoitring  the  coaft  and  its 
inhabitants,  he  returned  to  Amfterdam  from 
whence  he  failed. 

The  Dutch  nation,  in  confequence  of  this  dif-Ta-  r-u-.ch 
covery,  laid  claim  to  this  part  of  the  continent,  ,hefirftfct. 
^nd  the  court  of  England  maintained  their  claim  *crs- 
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to  the  fame,  upon  the  plea  that  Cabot  firft  dif. 
covered  it  for  them.  However,  the  Dutch  fent 
a  colony  hither,  who  gave  to  the  country  the 
name  of  New  Belgia.  The  fucceeding  difturb- 
ances  and  civil  wars  in  England,  between 
Charles  I.  and  his  parliament,  furnifhed  them 
time  to  fettle  without  moleftation,  and  to  build 
forts  for  their  defence,  and  a  town  on  the  ifland 
of  Mahattos,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of 
New Amflerdam.  Sometime  after  them  another 
colony  emigrated  from  Sweden,  and  fettled  in  a 
part  of  this  country.  So  the  Dutch  and  Swedes 
appear  to  be  the  firft  Europeans  who  formed  fet- 
tlements  in  this  part  of  America,  and  remained 
there  unmolefted,  until  king  Charles  II.  in  1665, 
fending  out  a  fquadron  with  a  confiderable  body 
of  land  forces,  difpoffefled  them,  and  gave  this 
country  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York,  from 
whom  both  the  town  of  New  Amfterdam  and 
the  province  of  Nova  Belgia  received  the  name 
cfNewYork.  The  Duke  of  York  alfo,  in  1669, 
granted  a  part  of  this  territory  to  Lord  Berkeley 
and  Sir  George  Carteret,  ordering  it  to  be  called 
Nova  Caefaria  or  New  Jerfey. 

This  country  as  well  as  Virginia  being  thus 
fettled,  many  years  previous  to  the  grant  made 
to  William  Penn,  fome  of  the  people  called  Qua¬ 
kers  had  migrated  to  both  thefe  colonies,  fome- 
time  before  Penfylvania  was  inhabited  by  any 
Europeans  d.  Previous  to  the  year  1665,  when  it 
firft  fell  under  the  government  of  England,  fome 
of  this  people  had  removed  to  fettle  at  Middle- 
town  and  other  places  in  Eaft  Jerfey.  And  in 
that  year  the  firft  fhip  arrived,  which  brought 
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any  of  them  to  the  weftern  divifion  ;  the  palfen-  chap. 
gers  were  landed  at  Salem,  where  many  of  them  X1X* 
took  up  their  refidence.  In  the  year  1677  others 
followed,  and  fettled  at  Burlington  and  Glou- 
cefter.  After  thefe  a  fucceflion  of  new  fettlers 
increafed  the  number  of  this  people  confidera- 
bly  ;  fo  that  in  the  Jerfeys,  as  well  as  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Maryland  and  New  England,  there  were 
many  fettlements  of  them  before  William  Penn 
obtained  his  grant  of  Penfylvania. 

In  the  year  1 66  c  John  Burnyeat,  after  his  John  BVrn* 
fervice  in  Barbadoes  was  finilhed,  took  (hipping hi. friends 
for  thefe  parts  of  America,  and  landed  in  Mary- on tbeAme- 
land  in  the  fecond  month,  and  l'pent  the  fummernent. 
in  travelling,  in  the  exercife  of  his  gift  in  the 
minillry,  amongfl  his  friends  and  others  in  this 
province.  The  meetings  were  large  and  much 
favoured0 ;  friends  v'ere  greatly  comforted,  and 
feveral  others  convinced.  But  in  this  place, 
friends  met  with  great  trouble  from  one  Thomas 
Thurfton,  and  a  party  w'hich  he  drew  for  a  while 
after  him.  This  man  feems  to  have  been  tainted 
with  a  fpirit  of  ranterifm,  although  profeffing 
himfelf  of  this  fociety  ;  in  his  converfation  loofe 
and  diforderly,  his  conduct  fcandaiized  his  pro- 
feflion  ;  in  his  difpofition  perverfe  and  felf-willed, 
he  gave  great  difturbance  to  their  meetings  by  TTiiurfton 
public  oppofition  and  bitter  contention ;  and  muCJ  trou- 
yet  difqualihed  as  he  was,  he  wanted  to  be  thebic- 
leader  of  a  people,  and  fome  were  fo  weak  as  to 
be  betrayed  by  him  to  their  hurt.  John  Burn¬ 
yeat,  from  a  zealous  concern  to  remove  occafion 
of  offence  through  his  evil  conduct,  to  refcue  the 
fnnple  from  the  fnare  of  his  deceptive  infmuati- 
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ons,  and  to  reftore  peace  and  order  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  affemblies  of  his  friends,  took  much  pains, 
in  concert  with  faithful  friends  of  the  province, 
to  detect  the  man’s  conduct,  by  fearching  out 
matters  of  fact,  and  to  convince  the  understand¬ 
ings  of  his  followers  of  the  error  of  his  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  unfoundnefs  of  his  heart ;  and  through 
divine  afliltance  they  were  fo  fuccefsful,  that  by 
their  endeavours  molt  of  the  people  came  to  fee 
the  man,  to  forfake  him,  and  to  return  into  unity 
with  their  friends.  But  Thurfton  loft  himfelf  as 
to  religion,  and  declined  in  his  outward  cir- 
cumftances. 

John  Burnyeat  having  fpent  the  fummer  in 
fettling  his  friends  in  peace,  and  in  a  good  de¬ 
gree  reftoring  order  amongft  them,  departed  from 
Maryland  to  Virginia,  and  found  fufficient  em¬ 
ployment  there  for  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
Succeeding  winter.  For  here,  as  well  as  in  Bar- 
badoes,  he  found  many  of  the  -  profeffors  of 
truth,  .even  the  greater  part  cf  them,  led  away 
by  the  fanciful  opinions  of  John  Perrot,  who 
carried  his  erroneous  and  extravagant  notion  of 
bein"  got  above  forms,  much  farther  than  he 
had  done  in  England  ;  for  here  civil  government 
and  religious  order  being  more  unfettled,  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  carrying  his  witneffes  to  a 
greater  extreme,  and  propagating  them  with  lefs 
reflraint  or  difeouragement,  leading  his  bewil¬ 
dered  followers  into  undue  liberties,  inconfiflent 
with  the  ftriftnefs  of  their  profeflion,  or  of  good 
report  with  any  religious  or  fober  people  5  for 
they  had  almofl  entirely  forfaken  their  meet¬ 
ing  for  divine  worfhip,  fcarcely  affembling 
together  once  a  year,  looking  upon  it  as  a  form  ; 
much  lefs,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  would  they  af- 
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femble  with  any  other  people,  who  wrere  ftill  chap. 
more  in  the  form.  Of  confequence  the  rea-  XIX* 
fonable  and  profitable  duty  of  public  united  wor- 
fhip  being  negleded,  they  loft  ground  in  reli¬ 
gion,  and  the  effeds  of  backffiding  manifefted 
their  lofs,  for  they  had  laid  afide  the  form, 
appearance  and  plainnefs  of  their  profeffion 
in  drefs  and  language ;  and  were  become 
loofe  and  irreligious  in  their  condud,  equally 
with  thofe  who  made  little  profelhon  of  religion  ; 
fhunning  the  crofs  to  evade  fuffering  ;  and  pre¬ 
ferring  outward  eafe  to  the  teffimony  of  a  con- 
fcience  void  of  offence  towards  God  and  man ; 
which  they  had  been  zealoufly  concerned  to 
preferve  by  a  diligence  in  keeping  up  their  meet¬ 
ings,  through  great  fufferings,  till  this  man  came 
amongft  them,  and  beguiled  them  from  the  fim- 
plicity  of  truth  into  a  flefhly  liberty,  whereby 
the  offence  of  the  crofs  ceafed,  and  the  power 
of  godlinefs  (with  the  form)  was  loft.  So  that 
when  John  Bnrnyeat  came  thither  he  found  it 
difficult  to  get  a  meeting  amongft  them.  But  in 
him  we  have  a  freffi  inftance  of  the  lively  zeal, 
diligence  and  earneftnefs  of  engagement  with 
which  thefe  primitive  promulgators  of  religious 
truth  were  aduated  in  the  difcharge  of  duty. 

For  when  he  faw  their  reludance  to  give  him  a 
public  meeting,  he  did  not  leave  them  under  Elicitation 
their  delufion,  but  fought  private  opportunities  ?ets  a  Ir-ett- 
of  treating  with  them,  to  convince  them  of  them, 
their  miftakes,  to  vindicate  the  principles  of 
the  fcciety,  the  confiftency  of  their  teflimony, 
and  reditude  of  pradice  proceeding  therefrom, 
both  in  their  diligent  meeting  to  worfhip  God, 
walking  in  all  orderly  converlaticn,  fobriety  and 
temperance,  as  in  his  fight,  and  fulfilling  their  fo- 
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c  H  A  P.  cial  anj  moral  duties  to  mankind.  By  patient  con- 
XIX-  tinuance  in  repeated  vifits  and  conferences  of  this 
kind  he  at  length  obtained  a  meeting  with  them, 
which,  being  favoured  with  the  overfhadowing 
}  ^  of  divine  power,  feems  to  have  been  very  con- 
conducive  ducive  to  open  the  underftandings  of  feveral  to 
nefitof'6"  ^ee  t^ieir  error  more  clearly,  and  to  the  revival 
many.  of  more  regard  to  their  religious  duties  ;  and 
by  the  continuance  of  his  gofpel  labours,  and 
the  renewed  convictions  of  the  fpirit  of  truth  in 
their  own  hearts,  many  came  in  time  to  fee 
through  the  wiles  of  the  enemy,  and  to  be  again 
ferviceable  members  of  religious  focietv. 

He  afterwards  travelled  a  while  longer  in 
thefe  provinces,  and  from  thence  into  New  Eng¬ 
land,  Long  Ifiand  and  Rhode  Ifland  ;  and  about 
the  latter  end  of  i  ft  month,  1667,  took  (hip¬ 
ping  for  Barbadoes,  where  he  fpent  fome  time, 
had  many  large  meetings  to  edification,  wherein 
feveral  were  convinced  ;  and  when  his  fervice 
was  finifhed  there,  he  returned  to  England. 
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John  Bnrnyeat  pays  a  fecond  Vijit  to  America  in 
company  with  William  Simpfon ,  who  dies  foon 
after  their  arrival. — Half-year's  Meeting  at 
Oyfter-bay — Diflurbed  by  the  Oppofition  of 
fome  diforderly  Perfons,  who  read  a  Manu- 
fcript  they  had  drawn  up. — John  Burnyeat  op- 
pofes  their  Cavils ,  and  vindicates  his  Friends. — 
fobn  Burnyeat  embarks  for  Maryland ,  and 
thence  to  Virginia ,  where  he  propofeth  the 
eflablifhing  a  Men's  Meeting  of  Difcipline. — 
General  Meeting  at  Weft  River ,  to  which  came 
George  Fox  and  others. — They  are  in  danger 
p offing  through  the  Gulf  of  Florida. — George 
Fox  explains  the  Benefit  of  Meetings  of  Difcipline. 
— General  Meeting  at  Cliffs. 


Soon  after  the  yearly  meeting  in  London  in  C  hap. 
1670,  John  Burnyeat,  in  company  with  William  xx* 
Simpfon,  took  (hipping  a  fecond  time  for  the  l6„0 
American  plantations;  and  after  a  paffage  of  John  Bum- 
twelve  weeks  landed  at  Barbadoes,  where  Wil- 
liam  Simpfon,  an  innocent  humble  man,  who  tohisfriend* 
like  the  reft  of  his  brethren  had  fuffered  much  jnwmpauy 
perfecution,  was  foon  taken  off  by  a  fever,  with  w. 
which  was  a  near  trial  to  his  companion,  (they 
having  walked  together  in  near  unity  and  bro- 
therly  affe&ion)  to  be  left  alone  in  a  foreign  ing  in  B»r- 
land,  under  the  difcouraging  profpeft  of  many biJoc'- 
difficulties  and  difagrecable  occurrences  to  en¬ 
counter,  confidering  the  ftate  of  the  church  in 

that 


8o 


HISTORY  of  the 


c  h  A  P.  that  lfland  •  he  writes,  the  Lord  was  with 
xx‘  him,  and  by  his  power  and  good  fpirit  affifted 
him  to  difcharge  his  duty  fully,  fo  that  he  left 
that  illand  in  peace,  under  the  fenfe  thereof f. 

From  Barbadoes  he  took  (hipping  for  New 
York,  where  he  arrived  in  about  four  weeks  j 
from  thence  he  travelled  through  Long  Illand, 
Rhode  Illand,  and  fundry  other  parts  of  New 
England,  and  in  his  return  came  to  Middletown 
in  Eaft  Jerfey,  where  he  had  fome  meetings 
among  friends  fettled  there  ;  and  from  thence 
Ha' f year’s  returned  to  Oylter-bay  in  Long  Illand,  to 

Oyitei  Buy  the  half-year’s  meeting,  which  began  about  the 
8th  day  of  the  8th  month.  It  appears  to  have 
been  held  to  general  edification  and  comfort, 
through  the  meetings  for  worfhip.  After 
them  the  meeting  for  difcipline,  which  was  ga¬ 
thered  in  much  quietnefs  and  agreeable  har- 
difturhcdtty  mony,  was  difturbed  by  fome  diforderly  pro- 
tioB°offomo  feffors,  who  had  imbibed  a  prejudice  againlt 
dif..rderiy  difcipline,  and  enmity  again  ft  thofe  friends  who 
pra.etiors.  W£re  zeajous  for  the  eflablifhment  thereof,  for 

the  purpofe  of  preferving  good  order,  and 
keeping  the  reputation  of  the  fociety  unble- 
mifhed.  For  it  feems  the  fpirit  of  oppofition, 
which  had  given  friends  in  England  much  trou¬ 
ble,  had  fpread  to  thefe  remote  regions  ;  and 
not  with  (landing  the  plaufible  pretexts  with 
which  the  diftent  was  covered  over,  it  appears 
to  me  to  have  originated  in  unftable  minds, 
from  a  defire  of  taking  liberties  not  allowed  by, 
but  inconfiflent  with,  the  profellion  of  godli- 
nefs  in  fome,  and  of  evading  the  heavy  fuffer- 
in  s  to  which  the  fociety  was  at  this  time  ex- 
'  pofed ; 
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pofed  ;  and  as  the  profecutions  at  home  had  chap. 
driven  many  of  other,  focieties  of  diffenters  to  xx. 
feek  an  afylum  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  fo 
it  is  not  improbable  but  fome  of  thofe  who 
had  been  infeded  with  John  Perrot’s  notions, 
had  from  the  like  motive  removed  beyond  the 
reach  of  perfecution,  and  diffeminated  their 
principles  of  diffent  and  oppofition  to  good  or¬ 
der  here.  They  directed  the  efforts  of  their 
envy  and  bitternefs  as  they  had  done  in  Eng¬ 
land,  principally  againfl  George  Fox  and  his  ™ey  force 
epiftles  of  falutary  advice,  againft  which  theylmanu-  2 
had  drawn  up  a  book  in  manufcript,  which  they 
demanded  to  have  read  in  the  meeting.  They  upuponthe 
were  told  the  epiftles  and  papers  were  there,  meetins- 
and  they  might  make  their  objedions,  which 
friends  would  endeavour  to  anfwer ;  but  this 
propofal  not  fatisfying  them,  and  perfifting  in 
their  purpofe  of  reading  their  book,  the  meet¬ 
ing  gave  way,  and  fat  in  filent  attention  till 
they  had  gone  through  it,  and  then  Johnj.  Bum- 
Burnyeat  recapitulating  the  principal  parts  ^5°PP?k* 
thereof,  vindicated  George  Fox  and  his  friends  and  vindi-  ’ 
in  the  purity  of  their  intentions,  and  religious  fund's'* 
care  for  the  welfare  of  the  fociety  in  promoting 
men’s  and  women’s  meetings  for  difcipline,  by 
explaining  the  benefit  and  advantage  thereof  to 
the  fociety  at  large,  and  to  the  individual  mem¬ 
bers  thereof ;  refuting  and  reproving  their 
(landers  and  falfehoods,  whereby  they  had  hurt 
the  minds  of  feveral  young  and  newly-con¬ 
vinced  friends  ;  and  placing  fads  that  had  been 
mifreprefented  in  a  true  light,  he  gave  great 
fatisfadion  to  friends  in  general,  and  brought 
them  to  a  perception  of  the  miftaken  notions 
they  had  let  into  their  minds,  through  the  infi- 
Vol.  III.  F  nuations 
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nuations  of  one  George  Dennis  and  two  others, 
who  were  chiefly  concerned  in  writing  the 
book,  and  in  the  oppofition.  And  after 
this  feafonable  interpofition  for  the  information 
and  reconciliation  of  friends,  the  meeting  fettled 
down  in  harmony,  and  was  conduced  and  con¬ 
cluded  to  mutual  fatisfa&ion  and  edification- 
After  all  the  meetings  were  aver,  friends  com¬ 
forted,  the  oppofers  refuted,  the  fimple-hearted 
who  had  been  guiled  by  them  fefcued  from 
their  fnares,  and  peace  and  order  reftored, 
John  Burnyeat  proceeded  in  his  travels  by 
Flulhing  and  Gravefend  to  New  York,  from 
whence  he  embarked  for  Maryland,  being  ac¬ 
companied  by  Daniel  Gould  from  Rhode  Ifland. 
From  Maryland  they  proceeded  to  Virginia, 
where  John  had  the  confolation  to  obferve 
the  good  effe&s  of  his  former  labour  and  fer- 
vice  in  that  province,  finding  friends  in  gene¬ 
ral  revived  into  a  good  degree  of  religious 
care  in  their  condu&  and  converfation,  a  lively 
zeal  for  keeping  up  their  -  meetings  for  worfhip, 
and  a  difpofition  to  receive  him  and  his  miniftry 
with  ready  attention,  whereby  his  meetings 
with  them  were  to  mutual  fatisfa&ion  and  edifi¬ 
cation. 

Finding  them  in  this  agreeable  difpofition,  in 
order  to  confirm  and  ftrengthen  them  in  it, 
and  for  the  help  of  thofe  who  were  not  yet  re¬ 
covered  from  the  effect  of  John  Perrot’s  infec- 
where  he  tion,  he  propofed  to  them  the  eftablilhing  of  a 
eftabhfhino-6  men’s  meeting  of  difcipline,  to  promote  good 
a  men’j  0  order  amongft  them,  that  might  be  inftrumental 
SfdpTme!f  to  the  bringing  back  thofe  who  were  yet  Mat¬ 
tered,  to  the  unity  of  the  body,  to  exhort  the 
carelefs  and  lukewarm  profeflors  to  religious 

thought- 
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ihoughtfulnefs,  and  to  exert  their  zealous  en¬ 
deavours  to  preferve  the  reputation  of  the  fociety 
unblemilhed. 

"Then  recommending  them  to  God  and  the 
word  of  his  Grace,  he  took  boat  again  for 
Maryland,  where  arriving  after  a  troublefome 
and  tedious  paffage,  after  fome  time  fpent  amongft 
them,  he  appointed  a  general  meeting  at  Weft 
River  for  the  friends  in  the  province,  that  he 
might  fee  them  together  before  he  departed, 
propofing  to  take  his  leave  of  them,  and  proceed 
on  his  way  to  return  for  England.  To  this 
meeting  came  George  Fox,  William  Edmundfon, 
and  fundry  other  friends,  whom  he  had  left  be¬ 
hind  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Thefe  friends  failed  from  Jamaica  for  Mary¬ 
land,  and  after  a  tedious  and  difficult  paffage, 
efpecially  in  paffing  through  the  Gulf  of  Flo¬ 
rida,  meeting  with  country  winds  and  tempef- 
tuous  weather,  they  were  in  great  danger  ;  but 
being  mercifully  preferved,  and  the  weather 
growing  more  temperate,  in  fomething  more 
than  fix  weeks  they  reached  the  mouth  of  Po- 
tuxan  river  in  the  Bay  of  Chefapeak,  where 
another  great  ftorm  arifing,  a  boat  near  them, 
with  feveral  paffiengers  on  board,  being  in  great 
diftrefs,  the  ffiip  which  they  were  in  took  in 
the  paffiengers  before  the  boat  was  loft.  Thefe 
faithful  minifters,  ever  diligent  in  propagating 
the  gofpel  and  fpreading  the  truth,  not  dif- 
couraged  by  perils  by  fea  or  perils  by  land, 
from  a  zealous  exertion  of  their  minifterial  la¬ 
bours  on  all  occafions,  confiding  in  Divine  Pro¬ 
vidence  for  protection  through  all  proving  fea- 
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CHAP,  fons,  and  ftrengthened  and  fupported  by  the 
xx.  confcioafnefs  of  integrity  in  difcharge  of  duty, 
took  the  prefent  opportunity  to  hold  a  religious 
meeting  with  thefe  new  paffengers  to  mutual 
fatisfaCtion.  But  their  provifions  growing  fhort, 
through  the  tedioufnefs  of  their  paffage,  and 
their  having  thus  got  an  additional  number  to 
feed,  without  any  addition  of  food,  their  fcanty 
{lore  was  foon  confumed.  In  this  exigency 
George  Pattifon,  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  took 
boat,  and  providentially  got  fafe  afhore;  and 
foon  after  fome  friends  redding  in  that  part  of 
Maryland  came  aboard,  and  brought  the  reft 
fafe  to  land  alfo,  very  opportunely,  their  provi¬ 
fions  being  quite  fpent. 

Soon  after  their  landing  they  went  directly 
to  the  general  meeting  at  Weft  River,  appoint¬ 
ed  by  John  Burnyeat,  which  afforded  them,  as 
well  as  him,  a  feafonable  opportunity  of  feeing 
the  friends  of  the  Province  together.  The 
meeting  was  very  large,  and  held  four  days, 
being  attended  generally  by  friends,  and  num¬ 
bers  of  other  focieties,  and  feveral  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  rank  among  them.  After  the  public 
meetings  were  over,  the  men’s  and  women’s 
meetings  for  difcipline  fucceeded,  in  which 
^aiTsthe*"  George  Fox,  with  admirable  ability  and  clear- 
bcnefit  of  nefs,  explaining  the  ufefulnefs  and  benefit,  the 
meetings  of  end  and  the  manner  of  holding  thefe  meetings. 

dll  ci  p  line.  o  o 

His  friends  here  received  his  directions  with 
becoming  condefcenfion  and  cordial  fatisfadtion, 
and  the  meeting  being  ended,  friends  feparated 
under  a  fenfe  of  divine  favour.  After  this  the 
General  travellers  went  together  to  another  general  meet- 
“ssat  ing  appointed  at  the  Cliffs,  which  was  alfo  large, 
and  the  people  attended  reverently  to  the  doc¬ 
trines 
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trines  delivered  there.  They  had  alfo  a  general  chap. 
meeting  for  difcipline,  at  which  the  feveral  par-  xx. 
ticular  meetings  of  difcipline  wTere  eftablifhed  ; 
and  moil  of  thofe  who  had  apoftatized  with  ‘672* 
Thurfton,  and  remained  unreconciled,  returned 
into  unity  with  their  friends. 


CHAP.  XXI. 

European  Friends  part  company. — William  Ed - 
mundfon  goes  to  Virginia. — Thence  through  the 
Wildernefs  to  Carolina. — Returns  to  Virginia  to 
a  Men’s  Meeting  appointed  there. — Friends 
here  agree  to  the  EJlabliJhment  of  Difcipline. — 

William  Edmundfon  pajfeth  on  to  New  York , 
and  hath  a  Meeting  there  at  an  Inn, 

AFTER  thefe  two  general  meetings  the  friends  CHAP, 
from  Europe  parted  company,  dividing  them-  xxi. 
felves  upon  their  refpe&ive  fervices.  James 
Lancafter  and  John  Cartwright  went  by  fea  to  16  2* 
New  England;  George  Fox,.  John  Burnyeat, fHendspm 
Robert  Widders  and  George  Pattifon  toward comPan)'' 
Jerfey,  and  William  Edmundfon  for  Virginia. 

Here  William,  as  John  Burnyeat  had  done  w.  Ed- 
before  him,  found  fundry  diforders  yet  un-™“^°“;. 
removed.  He  had  feveral  edifying  meetings  Binia> 
amongfl:  them,  whereby  having  brought  them 
to  a  better  temper,  and  cultivated  a  friendly 
difpofition  in  their  minds,  he  appointed  a  men’s 
meeting,  for  the  fettling  of  an  orderly  difci- 
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CHAP,  pline  amongft  them,  after  the  model  of  that 
XXI*  eftabliihed  in  England  and  Ireland.  From  hence 
he  travelled  to  Carolina,  through  a  defolate  un- 
1672.  inhabited  wildernefs ;  he  and  his  guides  palfed 
through  the tw0  nights  in  the  woods,  in  the  latter  of  which 
wildernefs  he  could  not  lie  down,  it  rained  fo  violently,  the 
to  Carolina  groun(}  wetj  anci  himfelf  wet  to  the  Ikin,  fo 

that  he  palled  the  night  partly  under  a  tree 
for  fhelter,  and  partly  walking  between  the 
trees  ;  added  to  this  uncommodious  circumftance, 
his  guide  was  uncertain  about  the  way,  but 
William,  having  the  day  before  advanced  far¬ 
ther  in  the  woods  than  his  guides,  who  were 
tired  and  faint,  had  difcovered  a  path,  to  which 
he  leading  the  way,  it  took  them  to  Henry 
Philips’s  houfe  by  Albemarle  river,  the  place  of 
their  defignation. 

b  His  ho  ft  and  hoflefs,  who  had  been  convinced 
in  New  England,  and  removed  their  refidence 
hither,  received  him  and  his  company  with  re¬ 
markable  gladnefs,  not  having  feen  the  face  of 
a  friend  for  many  years.  It  was  firft-day 
morning,  but  William  being  weary  and  faint 
with  falling  and  travelling,  found  it  requifite 
to  take  fome  reft,  he  therefore  appointed  a 
meeting  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  to  which 
many  people  came,  but,  as  is  too  much  the 
cafe  in  thefe  defert  countries,  they  feemed  to 
have  little  fenfe  of  religion  amongft  them,  for 
they  fat  down  in  the  meeting  fmoaking  to¬ 
bacco;  notwithftanding  which,  William’s  tefti- 
mony,  in  the  authority  of  the  gofpel,  had  that 
reach  upon  them,  that  they  were  affected  with 

great 
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great  ferioufnefs,  defired  him  to  flay  with  them,  CHAP, 
and  favour  them  with  more  meetings.  xxi. 

At  this  meeting,  one  Terns,  a  juflice  of  peace, 
and  his  wife,  being  convinced,  defired  to  have  the 
next  meeting  at  their  houfe,  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  held,  and  being  favoured  with  divine 
regard,  was  conducive  to  the  convincement  and 
edification  of  feveral  of  the  auditory. 

Having  appointed  a  men’s  meeting  in  Vir-  Returns  to 
ginia,  he  was  under  a  neceflity  of  returning  to 
thither  from  this  fecond  meeting  in  Carolina,  meeting  ap- 
After  a  journey  of  great  pain,  through  fick-  there?d 
nefs  contracted  by  hardfhips  in  the  wildernefs, 
he  reached  the  men’s  meeting,  where  friends  Friends 
readily  confented  to  the  eflablifhment  of  difci-  J'j'iheefta- 
pline,  and  defired  to  have  another  meeting  of  biuhwentof 
the  fame  kind  appointed  before  he  left  the  difoPliae- 
country,  to  which  agreeing,  and  in  the  inter¬ 
mediate  time  vifiting  fundry  plaees  and  meet¬ 
ings  to  fatisfa&ion,  he  attended  the  faid  men’s 
meeting  ;  previous  to  which  a  meeting  for  wor- 
fhip  being  held,  it  was  attended  by  feveral 
perfons  of  condition,  as  Juflice  Taverner  and 
his  wife,  who  was  one  of  the  fociety.  Major- 
general  Bennet,  Colonel  Teve  and  others.  This 
meeting  proved  to  general  edification,  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  gofpel  being  delivered  with  pow¬ 
erful  energy,  and  the  hearts  of  the  people  af¬ 
fected  with  religious  thoughtfulnefs.  When 
this  meeting  was  ended,  the  members  of  the 
fociety  withdrew  into  a  large  upper  room  to 
the  men’s  meeting,  to  confer  upon  and  fettle 
the  affairs  of  the  church.  Juflice  Taverner’s 
wife,  who  was  of  the  fociety,  informing  Wil¬ 
liam  that  the  Major-general  and  Colonel  Teve, 
and  others  below,  were  defirous  to  fpeak  with 
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CHAP,  him,  he  went  down  ;  they  told  him  they  only 
xxi.  wanted  to  take  leave  of  him,  and  acknowledge 
''-'■v*'-'  the  .truth  of  his  dodtrine;  whereupon  apologiz- 
1672.  ing  for  friends  withdrawing,  he  told  them  the 
reafon  was,  to  lay  down  a  method  for  providing  for 
their  poor  widows  and  fatherlefs  children;  to  take 
care  that  no  diforders  were  committed  in  the  fo~ 

,  ciety,  and  that  all  lived  orderly ,  according  to  what 
they  profeffed .  That  in  England  and  in  other 

places  friends  had  fuch  meetings  appointed  for 
the  like  purpofes.  This  account  gained  the  Ma¬ 
jor-general’s  approbation,  he  faying  he  was  glad 
there  was  fuch  care  and  order  amongft  friends, 
and  wifhed  it  had  been  fo  amongft  others, 
w.  Ed-  Having  thus  been  inftrumental  to  fettle  good 
goeth^to  orc^er  f°me  meafure  amongft  the  members  of 
New  York,  the  fociety  in  Virginia,  he  returned  through  Mary- 
and  harha  ian(j  t0  ]yew  York.  He  was  very  defirous  of  a 
his  inn.  religious  meeting  with  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town,  where  no  meeting  of  friends  had  ever  been 
held ;  and  the  owner  of  the  inn  where  he  lodged 
being  willing  to  accommodate  him  with  a  large 
room,  the  meeting  was  accordingly  held,  largely 
attended,  and  amongft  others  by  fome  of  the 
chief  officers,  magiftrates  and  principal  inhabi¬ 
tants.  They  were  very  folid  and  attentive  to  the 
dodtrine  he  delivered,  and  affedted  thereby,  which 
appeared  in  their  affectionate  demeanour  to  him 
after  the  meeting  was  over.  From  thence  he  went 
to  Long  Ifland  and  Shelter  Ifland,  where  he  met 
with  George  Fox  and  his  companions  on  their 
way  from  New  England  to  Virginia. 
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George  Fox ,  life.  go  to  the  Eajiern  Shore. — Thence 
by  Land  through  the  Wildernefs  to  New  England. 

— Lodge  in  the  Houfe  of  an  Indian  King. — 

Half  Tear’s  Meeting  in  Long  If  a  nd. — Opp  oft  t  ion 
being  expended  from  a  diffatisfied  Party ,  a  Day  is 
fet  apart  for  hearing  them. — Tearly  Meeting  in 
Rhode  Ifland  held  for  fix  Days. — Difcipline 
ejlablijhed. — J.  Burnyeai  and  others  go  to  New 
England. — Meeting  diflurbed  at  Scituate. — — 
Thatcher ,  Priejl  at  Boflon ,  endeavours  to  Jlir  up 
Perfecution. — "fames  Lancafler  and  John  Stubbs 
impr  foned  at  Boflon  and  banifhed. — Bellingham , 
Governor  of  Maffachufets ,  dies. — Meet  with 
■  little  Succefs  among  fome  who  are  drawn  afide  by 
J.  Perrot. — Difpute  with  Roger  Williams. — 

William  Edmundfon  embarks  for  Ireland. 

After  their  feparating  in  Maryland  to  their  c  H  A  P. 
refpe&ive  fervices,  the  laft-mentioned  friends,  xxii. 
viz.  George  Fox  and  his  companions,  went  by 
boat  to  the  Eaftern  fhore,  and  had  a  large  meet-  ,0~2' 
ing  there,  to  which,  befides  many  perfons  of  qua-?oto°^c  c' 
lity  of  the  country,  came  one  of  the  Indian  kings,  jj^ern 
and  fome  other  Indians  coming  thither,  George 
Fox  had  two  meetings  with  them  in  the  evening 
of  the  fame  day ;  they  feemed  very  attentive  to 
his  do&rine,  and  owned  it  to  be  truth.  Then 
he  defired  that  what  he  had  fpoken  to  them, 
jhat  they  would  fpeak  to  their  people,  and  make 
them  acquainted  that  God  by  his  witnefs  in  their 

hearts 
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CHAP,  hearts  was  willing  to  make  himfelf  known  in 
xxii.  their  wildernefs  country,  and  fet  up  his  glorious 
' — v — '  enfign  of  righteoufnefs  amongft  them. 

1^7  2  •  From  hence  they  took  their  journey  by  land 

S°robulhatnhde for  ^ew  England,  which  at  that  time  was  an 
wildernefs  undertaking  of  great  peril  and  difficulty,  moft  of 
England  t^ie  intermediate  country  being  a  dreary  unin¬ 
habited  wildernefs,  interfered  by  large  and  deep 
rivers,  fome  of  which  they  headed,  others  they 
paffed  in  canoes,  fwimming  their  horfes  by  the 
lides  ;  fometimes  they  were  under  a  difficulty  to 
procure  Indian  guides,  and  the  Dutchman  whom 
they  had  hired  was  not  willing  to  undertake  the 
guidance  without  an  Indian  ;  they  lodged  fome 
nights  in  the  woods,  fome  in  the  Indian  wig- 
■warns.  In  fome  whole  day’s  journies  they  faw 
no  human  creature  befides  their  own  company, 
not  an  houfe  or  dwelling-place  in  the  way.  One 
Lodged  in  night  reaching  an  Indian  town,  they  lodged  at 
the  king’s  houfe  or  wigwam,  wffip  entertained 
Mag.  them  with  affe&ionate  kindnefs,  and  his  attend¬ 
ants  were  affiduoufly  refpe.dful  to  them  ;  they 
fared  and  lodged  as  well  as  himfelf,  but  pro- 
vifions  were  fcantily  afforded  them,  not  for  want 
of  hofpitality,  butbecaufe  he  had  been  unfuccefs- 
ful  in  the  chace  and  caught  little  or  nothing  that 
day.  They  lay  on  mats  on  the  ground,  with 
blocks  of  wood  or  fuch  like  for  their  pillows. 
In  nine  days  they  reached  Middletown  in  Eaff 
jerfey,  where  was  a  plantation  of  Engliffi,  and 
amongft  them  fome  of  the  people  called  Quakers. 
After  a  ffiort  ftav  at  the  houfe  of  Richard  Hartf- 

J 

horn,  a  man  ol  an  hofpitable,  benevolent  and 
honourable  character,  who  had  lately  removed 
from  London,  they  were  by  him  carried  over  in 

his 
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his  boat  to  Long  Hland,  whither  they  were  haf-  chap. 
tening  to  the  half  year’s  meeting  to  be  held  at  xxii. 
Oyfter  Bay  for  that  ifland  and  the  province  of 
New  York.  The  faid  half  year’s  meeting  began  l^72- 
the  fourth  day  after  their  arrival,  and  lafted  four  Half-ycar's 
days.  The  two  nrit  days  were  employed  mLongiiUnd. 
holding  public  meetings  for  -worfhip;  the  third 
day  was  allotted  for  holding  the  men’s  and  -wo¬ 
men’s  meetings  for  the  needful  care  of  the  affairs 
of  the  church. 

As  oppofition  was  expected  from  thefe  preju-  OppoCtion 
diced  and  contentious  fpirits,  who  had  difturbed  peafdfrom 
the  laft  half  year’s  meeting  there,  George  Fox G-  Dennis 
did  not  think  it  proper  that  the  fervice  of  the  party, 1S»day 
men’s  and  women’s  meetings  fhould  be  inter- j?fc*aP*rt 
rupted  by  their  cavils;  but  let  them  know,  that  then.63  "  ~ 
if  they  had  any  objection  to  make  to  the  difci- 
pline  of  the  fociety,  a  meeting  fhould  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  purpofe  ;  the  fourth  day  was 
therefore  fet  apart  for  this  bufmefs,  open  to  as 
many  of  the  opponents  as  chofe  to  attend  it,  and 
to  friends  likewife ;  but  thofe  of  the  prejudiced 
party,  who  had  been  fo  free  in  their  reflections 
upon  George  Fox  when  remote  from  them, 
began  now  to  fawn  upon  him,  and  caff  the  blame 
upon  others,  particularly  George  Dennis  endea¬ 
voured  to  exculpate  himfelf ;  but  John  Burn- 
yeat,  who  had  been  witnefs  to  his  conduct  at 
the  laft  half  year’s  meeting  as  well  as  this, 
proved  evidently  that  he  was  the  principal  aCtor 
and  inftigator  in  the  oppofition  to  the  good  order 
of  the  fociety,  and  in  reading  their  book  of 
reflections  thereupon,  and  upon  George  Fox  as 
the  founder  thereof,  whereby  his  deceitfulnefs 
being  made  manifeft,  he  and  his  party  were  con¬ 
founded  and  foiled  to  that  degree,  that  their  at¬ 
tempts 
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tempts  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  fociety  were 
entirely  fruftrated. 

After  fome  little  time  fpent  in  Long  Ifland 
in  the  work  of  the  miniltry,  thefe  European 
friends  took  fhipping  for  Rhode  Ifland  to  attend 
the  yearly  meeting  to  be  held  there  for  the  pro- 
for  fix  days,  vince  of  New  England,  where  they  met  with 
John  Stubbs,  juft  arrived  from  Barbadoes,  ana 
James  Lancafter  and  John  Cartwright  from  New 
England,  with  a  number  of  friends  from  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  province.  This  yearly  meet¬ 
ing  was  continued  by  adjournments  for  fix  days 
fucceffively ;  the  firft  four  were  employed  in 
public  meetings  of  worlhip,  to  which  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  feveral  juftices  giving  daily  attend¬ 
ance,  their  countenance,  drew  abundance  of 
people  from  all  parts  of  the  ifland,  amongft 
whom  thefe  friends  found  an  open  reception 
for  their  miniftry:  For  this  large  auditory 
behaved  in  a  manner  remarkably  folid,  be¬ 
coming  the  folemnity  of  the  occafion,  hearing 
the  doctrines  of  truth  with  diligent  attention, 
and  regarding  the  promulgators  thereof  with 
cordial  affe&ion  during  thefe  four  days;  the  fifth 
was  appointed  for  holding  the  men’s  meeting, 
and  the  fixth  for  the  women’s  meeting,  which 
were  both  large,  folemn,  inftrudtive,  and  bene¬ 
ficially  conducive  to  the  end  of  the  appointment. 
Many  important  remarks  being  made  upon  the 
ufe  and  intent  of  meetings  of  difcipline  in  gene¬ 
ral,  the  feveral  particular  men’s  and  women’s 
meetings,  to  be  held  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
province  conflicting  this  yearly  meeting,  were 
agreed  upon  and  fixed,  to  take  care  of  the  poor 
and  other  general  concerns  of  the  church,  that 
the  members  of  the  church  might  not  blemifh 
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the  truth  they  profeffed  by  a  life  and  converfa-  CHAP, 
tion  inconfiflent  with  the  principles  thereof,  but  xxii. 
by  the  purity  of  their  manners  and  integrity  of 
their  lives,  might  be  of  a  good  favour  among  1^7^- 
their  neighbours,  blamelefs  and  harmlefs,  with¬ 
out  rebuke. 

During  their  flay  on  the  ifland,  a  marriage 
was  folemnized  between  two  of  the  people  called 
Quakers  at  a  houfe  of  a  friend  who  had  for¬ 
merly  been  governor  thereof.  Some  juilices 
and  many  others,  as  well  as  friends,  attended, 
who  all  confeffed  they  never  faw  fuch  folemnity 
on  fuch  an  occafion,  fo  folemn  a  marriage,  and 
fuch  decency  of  order. 

George  Fox  and  Robert  Widders  flayed  yet  J.  Bum- 
longer  in  the  ifland  ;  but  John  Burnyeat,  John  t0 

Cartwright  and  George  Pattifon  went  to  the  New-Eng- 
eaflern  parts  of  New  England,  in  company  with  Und‘ 
the  friends  from  thence.  Their  fir fl  meetings 
were  at  Marfhfield,  Sandwich  and  Scituate,  to 
advantage  and  confolation.  As  John  Burnyeat 
w'as  in  the  exercife  of  his  miniflry  at  Scituate,  Meeting 
fome  of  the  elders  of  the  independent  church  ‘!I?url’ed  at 

,  •  ...  i  I  j  •  Scituate. 

came  to  the  meeting,  which  was  held  in  an 
orchard,  and  was  very  large,  and  made  oppofi- 
tion  to  him ;  but  the  people  being  much  dif- 
pleafed  at  the  interruption,  defired  them  to  be 
ftill  till  they  had  done,  upon  which  they  went 
away  to  their  own  worfhip,  and  after  it  was  over 
returned  to  hold  a  deputation  with  thele  friends, 
in  which  direfiing  their  endeavours  to  make  the 
Quakers  appear  in  the  eyes  of  the  auditory  as  a 
people  under  delulion  and  error,  John  Burnyeat 
propofed  to  them,  that  fince  they  reprefented 
him  and  his  friends  as  heretics  and  their  own 
church  as  a  true  church,  that  they  fliould  try 

both 
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chap,  both  by  the  criterion  laid  down  by  Chrift  him- 
xxii.  felf,  that  is,  by  fruits;  and  although  they  were 
' — ■v*''--'  averfe  to  clofe  in  with  the  propofal,  he  proceed- 
*672-  ed  to  recount  the  fruits  of  their  church,  viz. 
fining  and  diftraining  for  not  attending  their 
worlhip,  imprifonings,  cruel  whippings,  cutting 
off  ears,  burning  in  the  hand,  banifhing  and 
putting  to  death,  only  upon  account  of  religion; 
if  they  could  prove  thefe  to  be  the  fruits  of  a 
true  Chriftian  church,  they  were  to  be  owned 
as  fuch  ;  but  if  not,  they  were  to  be  denied. 
Thefe  elders  could  not  reliffi  this  kind  of  argu¬ 
ment,  having  fome  of  them,  as  he  was  inform¬ 
ed,  been  themfelves  active  in  perfecution,  and 
therefore  put  an  end  to  this  difcourfe  upon  a  dif- 
agreeable  fubject  by  withdrawing. 

The  violence  of  perfecution  was  by  this  time 
abated  in  this  province,  (the  perfecuting  magi- 
ftrates  being  moftly  dead)  yet  not  wholly  abo- 
lifhed  ;  fome  of  their  preachers  and. others  of  the 
old  (lamp  (till  remaining,  ufed  their  endeavours 
to  keep  the  fpirit  thereof  alive.  The  next  day 
thefe  friends  went  to  Bollon,  where  many  people 
came  into  the  meeting,  and  while  John  Burnyeat 
was  fpeaking  to  them,  the  marfhal  and  a  confla- 
ble  came  in.  The  marfhal  bidding  the  conftable, 
who  was  a  moderate  man,  to  execute  his  office, 
he  replied,  So  he  did ,  he  was  to  fee  the  king's 
peace  kept.  He  flood  a  while  to  hear,  went 
away,  and  told  the  deputy  governor  he  had  been 
at  the  meeting,  and  heard  nothing  like  blafphemy, 
but  folid  and  important  truths,  or  to  that  effect. 
The  people  flayed  and  furniffied  him  with  a  fair 
opportunity  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  their  edifi¬ 
cation,  and  to  vindicate  the  fociety  from  the 
calumnies  of  the  priefls  and  others.  The  peo¬ 
ple 
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pie  departed  greatly  fatisfied,  and  applauded  the  CHAP- 
dodtrine  they  had  heard,  which  when  Thatcher,  xxn. 
one  of  the  Bolton  preachers,  underltood,  actuated 
by  the  old  fpirit  of  perfecution  Itill  alive  in  *672. 
him,  the  fucceeding  firlt-day,  in  his  fermon, 
he  excited  the  magiltrates  prefent  againlt  the  Bofton, 
Quakers,  who  immediately  fent  to  take  friends 
from  their  meeting,  and  committed  feveral  of magiftrat» 
them  to  prifon.  Alfo  James  Lancaller  and  John 
Stubbs,  who  came  after  thefe  the  following 
week,  were  imprifoned  and  banilhed  out  of  the 
colony  by  R.  Bellingham,  governor,  who  had 
been  deputy  under  J.  Endicott,  and  a  party  with 
him  in  all  the  inhuman  feverity  of  his  govern¬ 
ment  ;  but  his  power  of  punilhing  was  near  its 
termination,  for  foon  after  this  he  went  didlrad- 
ed,  and  in  that  ftate  departed  this  life  the  7th  of 
December  in  this  year c. 

Thefe  friends  from  Europe  continued  their 
travels  and  religious  labours  for  fome  time  longer 
on  this  continent,  edifying  their  friends  by  their 
miniltry,  fettling  meetings  of  difcipline  for  pre- 
ferving  and  promoting  a  circumfpefl  converfa- 
tion,  Chriltian  charity  and  tendernefs,  brotherly 
affeflion  and  cordial  unity  amongft  them,  whofe 
numbers  were  now  increafed  by  conv  incement. 

To  avoid  the  tedioufnefs  of  repeating  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances  1  forbear  tracing  their  refpe&ive 
movements  in  their  further  fervices,  rellrifling 
myfelf  to  the  more  notable  paffagcs  to  be  met 
with  in  their  progrefs. 


e  Befle,  vol.  2.  p.  259. 
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John  Burnyeat  and  his  companions  continued 
their  journey  to  Salem,  and  here  met  with  fome 
more  of  thofe  who  had  been  perverted  by  John 
Perrot’s  notions  in  keeping  on  their  hats  at  the 
time  of  public  prayer,  amongft  whom  John 
Burnyeat  and  his  friends  exercifed  much  labour 
in  Chriftian  patience  and  folicitude  to  convince 
them  of  their  error;  they  appointed  a  fecond 
meeting  with  them,  in  order  to  prevail  with 
them  to  eftablilh  meetings  of  difcipline,  the  fer- 
vice  of  which  being  clearly  explained  to  them, 
they  could  not  help  alfenting  to  the  expediency 
thereof,  and  yet  when  prelfed  to  come  into  the 
practice  of  holding  thefe  meetings  regularly,  they 
difcovered  amanifeft  reluctance.  John  Burnyeat 
obferving  their  difmclination  to  comply  wfith 
the  advice  of  their  friends,  reprefented  to  them, 
with  forrow,  that  while  they  continued  in  the 
fpirit  they  were  in,  they  could  not  aft  in  the 
church  in  the  unity  of  the  body,  to  the  honour 
of  the  holy  head,  or  the  edification  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  thereof  till  they  faw  their  error  and  con¬ 
demned  it.  So  faying  he  left  them.  How'ever 
this  remonftrance  had  that  effect,  that,  in  feveral, 
their  confciences  were  fo  awakened,  as  to  let 
them  fee  their  miftake,  condemn  it,  and  return 
into  unity  with  the  body*. 

From  hence  they  journeyed  on  to  Providence 
and  Rhode  Ifland  ;  at  the  former  place  they  met 
with  a  company  of  Ranters,  who  wrent  generally 
under  the  name  of  Gortonians,  *  but  called 

them- 


k  J.  Burnyeat,  p.  53. 

*  This  name  was  given  them  from  their  leader,  Samuel 
Gorton,  who  is  reprefented  by  Neale,  in  his  Hiftory  of  New 
England,  as  a  moll  impudent  enthufiaft,  who  had  no  fettled 
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themfelves  Generalifts.  Thefe  people  gave  them  chap. 
fome  trouble,  and  a  greater  degree  of  difguft  by  XXII‘ 
their  wicked  and  immoral  principles,  maintain- 
ing  that  no  creaturely  adiions  could  be  fin,  1  72' 
neither  fornication  nor  drunkennefs,  nor  fuch 
like  immoralities  ;  only  fpiritual  uncleannefs  ; 
the  outward  aftion  was  but  creaturely ;  thus, 
like  the  Ranters  in  England,  making  an  unin¬ 
telligible  dilcrimination  between  the  action,  and 
the  temper  cf f  the  mind  it  was  done  in. 

At  Rhode-bland  they  met  with  George  Fox 
and  his  companions  going  weftward,  in  whole 
company  George  Pattifon  joined.  Th«y  alfo 
here  received  a  challenge  from  Roger  Williams 
of  Providence  with  fourteen  propofitions,  which 
he  engaged  to  maintain  againft  any  of  the 
Quakers  from  Old  England,  propofing  a  dif- 
cuflion  of  the  firft  feven  in  Rhode-Ifiand.  The 
challenge  was  accepted,  the  meetings  held  for 
three  days,  and  terminated  in  a  clear  convidtion 
of  the  envy  and  prejudice  of  the  old  man,  whofe 
propofitions  (as  he  called  them)  were  a  collection 
of  general  charges  and  accufations,  which  he 
could  not  make  good,  but  which  were  plainly 

notions  of  religion,  having  difowned  the  principles  of  the 
Puritans,  and  embraced  no  other  that  he  knew  of ;  that  he 
was  nor  only  unprincipled  in  religion,  but  of  turbulent  beha¬ 
viour  in  every  ftate  where  he  refuted.  He  was  baniihed  from 
Bofton  and  Plymouth,  and  went  to  Rhode  Ifland  ;  that  he 
behaved  with  fuch  infolence  there,  that  he  was  whipped  and 
baniihed  from  that  ifland,  and  then  went  over  to  Roger 
Williams  at  Providence,  where  entering  the  lands  of  forne 
Indians,  he  had  like  to  have  involved  the  Englifli  in  an  Indian 
war,  for  which  he  was  condemned,  with  fix  of  his  difciples, 
by  the  Maffachufet’s  government  to  the  work-houfe  for  fix 
months,  and  afterwards  to  depart  the  country.  Neale. 
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CHAP,  difproved  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  the  auditory, 
xxii.  thereby  at  length  he  was  lilenced. 

The  friends,  whom  William  Edmundfon  had 
joined,  had  afterwards  a  religious  meeting  with 
the  people,  who,  at  the  conclufion  thereof,  de¬ 
parted  w'ell  fatisfied  and  kindly  affectioned  to 
them.  Soon  after  William  Edmundfon  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Bolton,  from  whence  he  embarked  for 
Ireland  and  returned  home. 


CHAP.  XXIII. 


John  Burnyeat  and  John  Stubbs  continue  their 
'Travels. — Rigidnefs  prevalent  in  the  Government 
of  Majfacbufets. — At  Greenwich  a  Priejl  raifes 
an  Expectation  of  a  Difpute ,  but  procures  a 
Warrant  to  appreherui  them. — The  Magi/irate 
being  moderate  advifes  them  to  a  Conference . — 
Remarkable  Incident. — George  Fox ,  Robert  Wid- 
ders ,  life,  travel  through  the  Woods  to  Mary¬ 
land. — General  Fleeting  there. — They  go  to 
Virginia  by  Water. — Thence  through  the  Wilder- 
nefs  to  Carolina — IVhere  they  vijit  the  Indians 

as  veil  as  the  Colonifts. — Return  to  Europe . 

CHAP.  J  r 


XXIII. 

'  AfJTER  William  Edmundfon  had  taken  his 
j  Burr.-  paffage  to  Ireland,  John  Burnyeat  and  John 
vest  and  j.  Stubbs  continued  their  journey  through  New 
unu;  thdr*  England.  When  they  came  into  the  government 
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of  Maffachufets  they  found  the  root  of  bitter-  CHAP, 
nefs  flill  fruitful  in  that  quarter.  When  they  xxni* 
appointed  meetings,  the  officers  would  come  and  ^77^ 
prohibit  them,  and  fo  terrify  the  people  with  Rlgl(jnefs 
menaces  of  bringing  them  under  the  penalties  of  valent  in 
their  ecclefiaflical  laws,  that  few  or  none  durft  memof rn* 
come  near  them  ;  when  they  remonflrated  to  the  j^ffichu- 
officers  and  elders  they  would  not  flay  to  hear 
them,  but  would  only  exclaim  againft  their 
religion  and  them  as  heretics ,  although  at  the 
fame  time  confeffing  they  knew  not  what  their 
principles  were,  fpeaking  evil  of  the  things  they 
underflood  not,  and  tacitly  manifefling  that  they 
had  proceeded  in  perfecuting  this  fociety,  even 
to  banifhment  and  death,  without  ever  giving 
them  a  fair  opportunity  of  being  heard,  or  well 
knowing  for  what  reafon  they  inflicted  thefe 
feverities  upon  them.  At  other  times  the  elders 
would  come  to  difpute  ■with  them,  on  purpofe 
by  their  prefence,  to  awe  the  younger  people 
from  coming  to  hear  their  doftrine,  which  ex¬ 
cited  the  defire  of  the  young  people  fo  far,  that 
fince  they  could  get  no  public  opportunity  of 
hearing  them,  feveral  of  thefe  reforted  to  their 
chamber  at  the  inn,  to  whom  thefe  friends  ex¬ 
plained  their  principles,  proving  them  by  the 
fcriptures,  whereby  thefe  young  people  were  well 
fatisfied  and  edified  ;  but  when  the  elders  and 
dry  formal  profeffors  difcovered  this  private  op¬ 
portunity,  and  underflood  they  were  much  af- 
fecled  thereby,  they  fent  a  conflable  to  command 
all  to  depart,  which  they  declining,  the  inn¬ 
keeper,  who  was  an  elder,  took  away  the  can¬ 
dle,  upon  which  -they  went  away  much  dif- 
pleafed. 
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When  they  came  to  Greenwich  they  met 
with  fome  friends  and  appointed  a  meeting  there. 
The  pried  of  this  town  had  frequently  made  the 
fuppofed  errors  of  this  fociety  the  topic  of  his 
invectives  in  the  pulpit,  and  boaded  how  he 
would  difpute  with  the  Quakers  if  any  fhould 
come  thither,  which  occafioned  a  great  con- 
courfe  to  the  meeting,  in  expectation  of  the 
pried’s  making  good  his  vaunt ;  but  he  thought 
bed  to  cut  difputation  fhort,  by  mounting  his 
horfe  early  in  the  morning  and  riding  to  Stam¬ 
ford,  abotst  two  miles  to  complain  to  a  magi- 
drate,  who  fent  a  condable  with  a  warrant  to 
apprehend  the  faid  two  friends  ;  they  coming 
at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting,  took  them,  and 
carried  them  before  the  magidrate ;  many  of 
the  people  followed,  and  friends  alfo,  to  fee  the 
refult.  They  were  called  into  an  inner  room 
to  the  magidrate,  he  being  indifpofed,  two 
prieds,  the  condable,  and  one  other  prefent. 
This  magidrate,  a  very  moderate  man,  afked 
them  feveral  quedions,  to  which  they  returned 
fuitable  anfwers  ;  they  had  much  difcourfe,  with 
which  he  appeared  well  fatisfied  ;  but  upon  one 
of  the  prieds  putting  a  quedion,  John  Burnyeat 
remarked,  that  if  they  were  difpofed  to  dilcourfe 
on  religious  fubjeCls,  a  more  public  place  would 
be  bed  adapted  to  that  purpofe,  as  the  people 
were  without  and  dehrous  to  hear  ;  which  pro- 
pofal  the  magidrate  feconded,  faying,  “  Mr. 
“  Jones  and  Mr.  Bilhop,  I  dedre  you  to  go  into 
“  the  public  meeting-houfe,  and  difcourfe  with 
“  thefe  men  before  the  people,  for  they  are 
“  fober  rational  men.”  Upon  which  the  friends 
retired,  and  went  to  the  meeting-houfe,  whither 
the  prieds  followed,  not  without  fymptom3  of 
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being  mortified  at  the  difappointment  of  their  de- c  H  A  F 
fire  through  the  moderate  difpolition  of  the  magi-  xxlIi* 
{Irate.  Ihey  fpent  feveral  hours  in  conference  ^'7^ 
upon  the  wages  and  call  of  Gofpel  minifters,  elec¬ 
tion  and  reprobation,  alfo  of  free  grace  ;  wherein 
the  priefts,  in  contradiction  to  plain  fcripture 
teftimony,  alleged  that  the  grace  of  God  had 
not  appeared  to  all  men.  The  difcourfe  John 
Burnyeat  writes  was  drawn  up  in  nranufcript, 
but  was  too  copious  to  be  inferted  in  his  journal. 

The  next  day  they  had  another  meeting  at 
Greenwich,  to  which  the  pried  came  and  entered 
into  frefn  debate,  but  failed  of  his  principal  aim, 

•  for  the  magiftrate  would  not  imprifon  them,  but 
buffered  them  to  proceed  on  their  travels  without 
further  moleftation. 

In  the  mean  time  George  Fox,  Robert 
Widders,  &c.  paffed  to  Providence  and  Narra- 
ganfet,  and  thence  to  Long  Ifland,  Shelter 
Ifland,  and  thence  to  Shrewsbury  in  Eafl  Jer- 
fey.  Here  they  met  with  an  incident  which  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  recite,  for  the  fake  of 
the  fervice  it  may  be  of  in  the  like  cafed.  They 
had  in  their  company  one  John  Jay,  a  planter 
in  Barbadoes,  who  intended  to  accompany  them 
through  the  woods  to  Maryland,  and  mount¬ 
ing  an  horfe  to  try  him,  being  ill  broken,  it  Remarfca„ 
immediately  ran  away,  and  threw  him  on  hisbicinci- 
head,  and  they  believed  his  neck  was  broken.  '"  ' 
Thofe  who  were  near  him*  took  him  up  as  dead, 
and  carried  him  and  laid  him  on  a  tree. 

George  Fox  got  up  to  him  as  loon  as  poffible, 
and  feeling  him,  concluded  he  was  dead.  As 
he  flood  cominiferating  him  and  his  family,  he 

took 
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c  H  A  p-  took  hold  of  his  hair,  and  found  that  his  head 
turned  any  way.  He  then  took  his  head  in 
i6^2  both  hands,  and  putting  one  under  his  chin,  and 
the  other  behind  his  head,  he  raifed  it  two  or 
three  times  with  all  his  flrength,  and  brought  it 
into  its  place,  whereby  his  neck  recovered  its 
ufual  ftiffnefs.  He  began  firft  to  rattle  in  the 
throat,  and  then  to  breathe,  to  the  amazement 
of  all  prefent.  Being  taken  into  the  houfe, 
getting  fome  warm  drink,  and  being  put  into 
a  warm  bed,  he  recovered  fo  well  (though  he 
had  no  recollection  of  what  had  befallen  him) 
that  he  continued  his  journey  with  them  next 
day  to  Middletown,  and  feveral  hundred  miles 
afterwards. 

They  travel  From  hence  they  took  their  journey  to  Mary- 
through  the  lanc*  through  the  woods,  having  hired  Indian 
woods.  guides.  In  this  journey  they  met  with  equal 
difficulties  with  thofe  they  had  before  expe¬ 
rienced,  in  the  like  wildernefs  journey  from  Vir¬ 
ginia  to  New  England.  They  lodged  fome- 
times  in  the  woods,  fometimes  in  the  Indian 
wigwams.  They  had  many  large  rivers  to 
crofs,  fome  of  which  they  croffed  near  the  head, 
others  in  canoes,  fwimming  their  horfes  by  the 
Tides  thereof.  Through  numerous  difficulties 
they  reached  Newcaftle  in  five  days,  where 
George  Fox  was  hofpitably  entertained  by  the 
governor,  and  had  a  meeting  at  his  houfe  the 
next  day,  pretty  large,  moll  of  the  town  at¬ 
tending  it,  as  there  had  never  been  any  meet¬ 
ing  of  that  kind  in  this  town  or  its  vicinity 
before.  It  was  refrefhing  to  the  travellers,  and 
fatisfattory  to  the  people,  who  in  tendernefs 
confeffed  to  the  truth  of  the  do&rines  publilhed 
among!!  them. 
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From  hence,  by  very  hard  travelling  through  chap 
the  like  inconvenient  ways,  they  got  to  Robert  XXIII< 
Harwood’s  at  Myles  River  in  Maryland  in  ’ 

three  days  more.  In  this  province  they  had 
feveral  meetings  to  profit,  both  amongft  the 
inhabitants,  attended  by  many  of  the  fir  ft  rank, 
and  alfo  amongft  the  Indians,  to  whom  George 
Fox  lpoke  by  an  interpreter.  They  were  feri- 
oufly  attentive  to  his  do&rine,  and  difcovered  a 
very  affe&ionate  refpect  to  himfelf. 

Soon  after  the  general  meeting  for  friends  of  General 
the  province  came  on,  which  lafted  five  days  ; mecting- 
the  three  firft  for  public  worfhip,  which  meet¬ 
ings  were  very  large,  comfortably  edifying  to 
friends,  generally  acceptable  to  the  people,  and 
conducive  to  the  convincement  of  many ;  the 
remaining  two  days  were  applied  to  holding 
the  men’s  and  women’s  meetings.  When  the 
meetings  were  over,  they  took  their  leave  of 
friends  in  thefe  parts,  leaving  them  well  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  truth. 

They  continued  their  religious  labours  fome 
time  longer  in  Maryland,  palling  from  place  to 
place  by  water  in  open  boats,  whereby  they 
were  much  expofed  to  wet  and  cold,  and  fre¬ 
quent  ftorms  ;  but  their  zeal  and  diligence  in 
the  difcharge  of  duty,  and  filling  up  their  days 
work  in  honeft  endeavours,  to  bring  mankind 
to  the  knowledge  cf  the  truth,  that  they  might 
be  faved,  through  confidence  in  divine  protec¬ 
tion  furmounted  all  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
of  the  way. 

When  they  had  finiffied  their  fervice  in 
Maryland,  they  went  to  Virginia  by  water,  and 
from  thence  by  land  to  Carolina,  through  a 
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Carolina. 


chap,  wildernefs  abounding  with  bogs  and  fwamps, 
xxm*  whereby  they  were  frequently  wet  to  the  knees, 
and  at  night  were  obliged  to  lodge  by  a  fire 
in  the  woods.  They  had  meetings  in  moft 
habitable  places,  as  they  paffed  along,  in  all 
which  they  exprefi'ed  their  fatisfaclion  in  the 
peace  they  felt  as  the  reward  of  their  la¬ 
bours  and  travels,  and  in  obferving  the  benefi¬ 
cial  effects  thereof  on  the  auditory,  by  bringing 
them  to  religious  thoughtfulnefs  in  thefe  defo¬ 
late  countries,  where  few  or  none  of  this  fo- 
ciety  had  travelled  before,  and  where  they  had 
•  little  advantage  of  religious  fellowfhip. 

Nor  did  they  confine  their  labours  within  the 
precindts  of  the  Englifh  government ;  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  univerfal  love,  which  they  profeffed  and 
cultivated,  incited  them  to  travel  and  labour 
They  vifit  among  the  Indians  in  the  back  parts  of  Caro- 
thc  Indians .  as  they  hacj  done  in  other  provinces,  en¬ 
deavouring,  by  the  help  of  interpreters,  to  fuit 
their  dodlrine  to  the  comprehenfions  of  thefe 
people,  by  whom  alfo  their  chriftian  labours 
were  well  received,  and  they  would  own,  they 
underftood  what  was  fpoken,  and  that  it  was 
very  good. 

From  Carolina  they  returned  back  through 
Virginia  to  Maryland,  and  after  fpending  fome 
time  in  that  province,  till  the  general  provincial 
meeting,  which  held  four  days,  they  took  their 
leave  of  friends  in  thofe  parts,  and  embarked 
at  Potuxant  for  Briftol,  as  John  Burnyeat  had 
done  fome  time  before  for  Galway  in  Ireland, 
on  their  way  home. 
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In  the  Time  of  the  Indian  War  in  New  England — ■ 
William  Edmundfon  under  impulfe  of  Duty  tra¬ 
vels  a  dangerous  Journey  to  the  Eajlward. — 
Had  Meetings  where  none  of  this  People  had 
been  holden  before ,  at  which  fever al  were  con¬ 
vinced. — lie  vifits  a  religious  People  at  Reading , 
at  the  Houfe  of  one  Gould — Where  William  Ed¬ 
mundfon' s  Preaching  had  a  good  Effeff. — After 
the  Indian  War  an  epidemical  Sicknefs  evfues , 
which  proves  very  mortal . — William  Edmundfon 
fcized  with  it ,  but  recovers. — He  embarketh  for 
New  T'ork. — At  New  London  endeavours  to  get 
a  Meeting ,  but  is  prevented. — William  Edmund¬ 
fon  and  James  Fletcher  pay  a  Vifit  to  a  Meeting 
of  Bapti/ls. — William  Edmundfon  quejlions  them 
concerning  the  Sabbath ,  as  introductory  to  the 
Exercife  of  his  Minijlry  amongjl  them. — Some 
Profejfors  of  this  Age  fond  of  the  Old  Tefla - 
ment. — Meeting  near  New  London  broken  up  by 
Officers  and  armed  Men. 


IT  hath  already  been  obferved  that  William  chap. 
Edmundfon,  after  vifiting  Barbadoes  a  fecond  xxiv. 
time  in  1 675,  failed  from  thence  for  New  Eng-  ' — v*-' 
land  and  landed  in  Rhode-Iiland.  This  was  in  *^7S- 
the  height  of  the  New  England  war  with  the  ^  ^m® 

Indians  under  the  command  of  Philip  king  of dian war m 
the  Wampanoags,  which  made  travelling  very  Lr‘2' 
dangerous.  He  ftaid  fome  meetings  with  friends 
in  Rhode-Iiland,  which  was  not  mclefted  by  the 
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Indians,  for  the  governor  being  one  of  the  fo- 
ciety  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  had  taken  no  part  in  the  war  :  But  on  the 
Continent  the  Indians  carried  on  the  war  with 
confiderable  fuccefs  ;  after  their  favage  manner 
burning  feveral  towns  and  houfes,  and  daily 
murdering  fome  or  other  of  the  inhabitants, 
fuch  as  they  could  furprize  or  overpower.  It 
was  an  ufual  cuftom  with  them  to  conceal  them- 
felves  behind  the  trees  or  among  the  bullies  in 
the  woods,  and  fhoot  down  the  paffengers  before 
they  were  aware,  and  numbers  were  murdered 
in  that  manner. 

William  Edmundfon  thought  it  his  duty  to 
travel  Eallward  to  P  if  cutaway,  to  vifit  his  friends 
in  their  diftrefs,  on  account  of  the  war :  This 
was  by  all  eileemed  a  very  perilous  undertaking, 
yet  under  perfuafion  of  duty,  and  truft  in  di¬ 
vine  protection,  he  had  the  courage  to  under¬ 
take  the  journey ;  one  friend  ventured  to  go 
with  him  as  a  guide  through  the  woods  to  Sand¬ 
wich,  where,  through  gracious  mercy,  they  ar¬ 
rived  in  fafety.  Friends  were  greatly  rejoiced  at 
his  brotherly  vifit  in  this  difeouraging  feafon, 
and  he  alfo  was  favoured  with  the  confolation 
of  inward  peace  in  the  difeharge  of  duty,  in 
faith,  through  difficulty  and  danger;  he  had  two 
meetings  with  them,  to  their  mutual  refreffiment 
and  comfort. 

From  thence  he  travelled  to  Seffenafe,  Bolton 
and  Salem,  and  fo  to  Pifcataway  river  and 
Great  Illand,  vifiting  his  friends,  and  appoint¬ 
ing  meetings  with  them,  as  he  palled  along,  to 
mutual  fatisfadtion.  hie  proceeded  by  boat  to 
Nicholas  Shapley’s,  a  friend  of  note  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  from  thence  over  the  river  to  vifit 
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his  friends  on  that  fide,  had  a  meeting  \viihCHAP* 
them  on  the  firll  day  of  the  week,  which  was  very  XXIV- 
large  and  edifying,  many  came  far  to  it,  and  '  v‘~^' 

expreffed  their  thankfulnefs  for  that  comfortable 
opportunity.  I  hen  he  returned  to  Nicholas  Shap-  Nichola? 
ley’s  anditaidfome  days,  where  he  had  afatisfac-  Sh“p‘cy  J' 
tory  public  meeting,  and  alfo  one  for  difcipline. 

At  this  time  there  was  a  ceffation  of  arms  on 
that  river ;  a.id  one  evening  while  William  Ed- 
mundfon  relied  at  Nicholas  Shapley’s,  fourteen 
able  Indians  came  into  his  houfe  ;  their  heads 
being  trimmed  and  faces  painted  for  war  gave 
them  a  fierce  and  terrible  appearance.  As  fome 
of  them  could  fpeak  broken  Englilh,  William 
Edmundfon  endeavoured  to  enter  into  familiar 
converfation  with  them,  but  from  the  morofe- 
nefs  of  their  carriage,  and  the  fiercenefs  of  their 
countenances,  he  conceived  they  were  meditat¬ 
ing  hollile  meafures;  however  they  went  off  in  the 
night  without  offering  any  injury.  In  the  morning 
his  hoft  acquainted  him  that  he  had  intelligence 
that  the  Indians  were  defigning  to  make  a  new 
incurfion,  which  proved  true,  for  foon  after 
accounts  came  of  their  having  murdered  feventy 
white  people,  but  William  did  not  hear  of  any 
friend  being  of  the  number. 

William  Edmundfon  returned  to  Salem,  and  Salem, 
thence  to  Marblehead,  and  had  feveral  meetings 
in  thofe  parts,  both  amongfl  friends,  and  in  Meetings 
places  where  none  had  been  held  before  ;  many  ^ "JT"' 
people  reforted  to  them,  and  feveral  were  con-  lyw  bc,orf- 
vinced :  For  by  reafon  of  the  wars  which  fpread  convinced, 
into  moll  quarters  of  thofe  colonies,  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  minds  were  greatly  humbled  by  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  danger  to  which  they  were  ex- 
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pofed,  not  only  of  lofmg  their  fubltance,  but 
their  lives  alfo. 

Thus  travelling  in  many  places,  as  with  his 
life  in  his  hand,  and  hearing  of  a  religious 
body,  of  people  at  Reading,  he  felt  a  draft  of 
duty  to  pay  them  a  vifit,  and  in  company  with 
five  or  fix  friends  more  went  thither,  to  an 
ancient  man’s  houfe,  whofe  name  was  Gould, 
and  his  houfe  a  garrifon;  for  at  that  time  moll 
people,  except  thofe  called  - Quakers,  were  in 
garrifon,  for  fear  of  the  incurfions  of  the  In¬ 
dians.  When  they  came  to  the  houfe,  the  gates 
were  locked,  but  upon  their  calling  they  were 
prefently  opened,  and  when  they  entered  they 
found  feveral  affembied  for  the  exercife  of  reli¬ 
gious  worlhip,  to  which  their  coming  in  feeming 
to  give  fome  interruption.  William  Edmundfon 
informed  them,  that  they  came  not  to  dillurb 
them,  for  he  loved  religion,  and  was  feeking  re¬ 
ligious  people;  upon  which  the. mailer  of  the 
houfe  defired  him  to  fit  down,  and  took  the  next 
feat  for  himfelf. 

As  William  fat  amongfl  them,  he  felt  his 
heart  warmed  towards  them  in  the  love  of  the 
gofpel,  and  told  them  he  had  fomething  in  his 
heart  to  declare  amongll  them,  if  they  w’ould 
give  him  leave  :  The  mailer  of  the  houfe  bade 
him  fpeak  :  His  heart  being  filled  with  the  word 
of  life,  he  fpoke  in  the  demonftration  of  the 
fpirit  and  of  power,  to  the  awakening  of  their 
confidences,  and  reaching  the  witnefs  of  God 
in  them,  to  own  the  truth  of  his  tellimony  : 
And  after  he  had  finifiied  his  tellimony,  he  con¬ 
cluded  the  meeting  in  prayer. 

At  the  conclulicn,  the  old  man,  the  mailer  of 
the  houfe,  was  fo  affected,  that  he  rofe  up,  took 
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William  in  his  arms,  owned  what  he  had  fpoken  chap. 
to  be  found  doctrine,  and  thanked  God  that  he  XXIV* 
could  underhand  it ;  adding,  that  he  had  heard, 
that  the.  people  called  Quakers  denied  the  fcriptures ,  ^75* 

and  denied  Chrijl  that  died  for  them ,  which  he 
underftood  to  be  the  caufe  oi  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  their  minilters  and  the  faid  people  ;  but 
that  this  day  had  convinced  him  of  the  falfity 
of  the  charge,  as  he  had  witneffed  that  they 
owned  both  Chrift  and  the  fcriptures.  Although 
the  depredation  of  war  had  made  provifions 
fcarce  in  thefe  parts,  he  would  not  part  with 
them,  until  they  had  dined  with  him.  Then  the 
friends  leaving  thefe  people  imprelfed  with  reli¬ 
gious  defires  for  themfelves  and  affectionate  re¬ 
gard  to  their  vifitors,  the  old  man  embraced  Wil¬ 
liam  again,  fignifying,  he  doubted  his  ever  feeing 
him  any  more. 

He  had  feveral  meetings  at  Bofton  and  parts  Bofion. 
adjacent,  where  he  met  with  confiderable  exer- 
cife  and  trouble,  by  means  of  fome  perfons,  who 
profeffmg  themfelves  of  the  people  called  Quakers, 
did  not  live  up  to  the  principles  of  their  pro- 
feflion,  which  did  much  hurt,  as  adminitfering 
occafion  of  offence  to  thofe  who  fought  it,  and 
counteracting  the  religious  labours  of  fuch  wor¬ 
thy  minilters  as,  in  apprehenfion  of  duty,  were 
concerned  to  leave  every  domeitic  comfort,  and 
travel  to  remote  lands,  through  many  hardlhips 
and  perils,  to  propagate  righteoufnefs,  and  fpread 
the  knowledge  of  truth,  which  good  work,  he 
regretted,  was  obftructed  by  fuch  unfaithful  pro- 
feffors. 

Being  at  length  clear  of  thofe  parts,  he  paff-  At  Rhode 
ed  over  to  Rhode-bland  in  a  bark  belonging  !”^rtsnu 
to  Edward  Wharton  of  Salem.  Here  he  found  ^ger  to 
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chap  friends  attended  with  difficulties  by  reafon  of  the 
xxiv.  wars,  which  raged  in  many  places  in  that  quar- 
ter,  out  of  the  ifland  :  The  Indians  plundering, 
i<375*  burning  and  killing  as  they  went  along;  which 
made  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifiand,  who  were 
not  of  the  fociety,  eager  to  arm ;  but  the  gover¬ 
nor  Walter  Clark,  being  a  member  thereof, 
could  not  in  confcience  ifl'ue  commiffions  to  kill 
and  deftroy.  Under  their  prefent  trouble  friends 
were  ftrengthened  and  encouraged  by  William 
Edmundfon’s  company,  he  frayed  fome  time 
amonglt  them,  and  had  many  edifying  and  com¬ 
fortable  meetings  with  them  both  for  worfhip  and 
difcipline. 

After  the  During  his  flay  at  Rhode-ifland,  the  heat  of 
Indian  war  the  Indian  war  abated,  King  Philip  being  killed, 
epidemical  and  his  party  fubdued  ;  but  almoil  immediately 
f.cknefs  en-  after,  this  ifland  was  vifited  by  an  epidemical 
proveVvcry  diftemper,  which  proved  fo  mortal,  that  few  fa- 
murtai.  milies  therein  efcaped  the  lofs  of  fome  of  their 
number  in  two  or  three  days  ficknefs.  William 
Edmundfon  was  diligently  employed  at  this  time 
in  vifiting  the  families  of  his  friends,  (of  whom 
many  died)  although  the  fmell  of  the  ficknefs 
was  loathfome,  and  but  few  efcaped  the  infec¬ 
tion  ;  he  expelled  himfelf  to  take  it,  frequently 
feeling  himfelf  as  loaded  therewith  ;  and  after 
w  Fd-  fome  time  he  was  actually  feized  with  it,  and 
feized  with  obliged  to  take  to  his  bed  at  Walter  Newberry’s 
.ore  ‘buT  at  Newport  ;  but,  through  the  favour  of  divine 
recovers.  providence,  he  was  brought  fafely  through,  and 
rekored  to  health,  fo  that  in  about  ten  days 
time  he  was  able  to  appear  at  public  meetings, 
and  although  he  was  weak,  not  only  by  his 
ficknefs,  but  the  trouble  he  met  with,  by  difor- 
deerly  walkers,  who  took  undue  liberties  in  their 
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converfation  here,  as  well  as  in  New  England,  chap. 
yet  he  felt  divine  fupport  bearing  him  up  over  xxlv’ 

all. 

From  hence  he  took  (hipping  for  New  York,  n/pafnih 
having  James  Fletcher  for  his  companion  ;  but  by  to  New 
contrary  winds  was  driven  back  to  New  London,  or 
and  being  detained  fome  days,  they  endeavoured  At  New 
to  get  a  meeting  there ;  but  the  inhabitants  be-  l-ondon  cn- 
mg  rigid  independents  or  prelbyterians,  and  get  ameet- 
filled  with  prejudice,  would  not  luffer  one  to  be 
held  amongft  them. 

About  five  miles  from  hence  dwelt  a  com-  w.  Ed- 
pany  of  baptifts,  called  feventh-day  baptifts,  be-"^nj'cn 
caufe  they  kept  the  feventh  day  of  the  week  for  Fletcher  vi- 
their  fabbath  ;  and  bearing  the  charafter  of  a^nthday 
fober  confcientious  people,  William  Edmund-  baptifts. 
fon  felt  his  mind  drawn  to  pay  them  a  vifit,  and 
accordingly  went  thither,  accompanied  by  his 
companion  James  Fletcher,  and  a  friendly  old 
Englilhman  who  refided  near  New  London. 

On  the  feventh  day  of  the  week,  when  they 
came  thither,  they  found  them  affembled  in  fi- 
lence ;  when  they  went  in,  thefe  people  feemed 
to  be  difturbed  ;  William  gently  informed  them, 
that  he  and  his  companions  had  not  come  to 
dilturb  their  meeting,  but  hearing  that  their 
l'entiments  in  religion  were  different  from  thole 
of  the  generality  of  the  people  in  that  country, 
they  w-ere  come  to  vifit  them,  and  if  they  hsd 
a  religion  that  was  good,  to  (hare  with  them. 

The  mailer  of  the  houfe  then  invited  them  to 
lit  down;  they  fat  fome  time  in  filence,  when 
William  feeling  a  divine  authority  to  fpeak,  and 
that  thefe  people  had  honeft  defires  in  their 
hearts  after  the  knowledge  of  God,  he  began 
his  fervice  by  way  of  quelticn,  “  Why  they  kept 
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chat.  «  tjiat  jjy  as  a  fabbath  ?”  to  which  they  an- 
XXIV‘  fwered,  “  becaufe  it  was  ftriclly  commanded  in 
“  the  Old  Teftament.”  He  next  queried,  “  if  we 
w'rd-^  <4  were  obliged  to  keep  all  the  law  of  Mofes  r” 
mundfon  They  replied,  “  No  ;  but  the  keeping  of  the 
th'mcon-  44  fabbath  feemed  to  be  required  more  than  the 
ceming  the  £4  reft  of  the  law.”  From  this  introduction, 
troiuctory  William  took  occafion  to  inform  them,  that  to 
to  hisdcda-keep  the  fabbath  after  the’  Jewifli  law  under  the 
tru'df  1  chriftian  difpenfation  was  not  necdfary,  as  Chrift 
himfelf  did  many  things  which  the  Jews  efteem- 
ed  a  breach  of  the  fabbath  ;  that  Chrift  had 
ended  the  law  of  the  old  covenant,  and  now 
was  himfelf  the  reft  of  his  people ;  and  that  all 
muft  know  reft,  quietnefs  and  peace  in  him. 
Thefe  people  fitting  in  ftilnefs  and  quietude,  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  a  favourable  opportunity  to  con¬ 
tinue  his  declaration,  in  the  authority  of  the 
gofpel,  opening  to  them  the  way  of  life  and 
falvation,  and  when  he  had  done^  concluded  in 
fervent  prayer  ;  and  then  took  leave  of  them 
under  the  mutual  impreflions  of  good  will  and 
affection. 


feffor-'a^  There  feems  to  have  been  amongft  many  of 
this  time  the  profeffors  of  this  age  too  fond  an  attachment 
the  old*  °f  to  tlfie  Teftament  and  the  ceremonial  law, 
TcftameDt.  not  only  in  the  preachers,  wrho  are  laid  to  be 
fond  of  taking  texts  and  examples  from  thence* 
but  alio  in  many  well  aifpofed  people,  like  thofe 
abovementioned,  who  have  been  thereby  pre¬ 
vented  from  making  advances  in  real  religion, 
fo  far  as  they  might  probably  have  done,  if 
they  had  more  generally  confidered  the  ceremo¬ 
nial  parts  of  the  law  only  as  types  and  fhadov/s 
of  good  things  to  come ;  and  the  prophecies 
chiefly  to  point  forward  to  the  benefits  of  the 
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fpiritual  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift ;  C  H  A  P. 
and  inftead  of  refting  in  the  ffiadow  and  type,  had  xxiv. 
prefied  forward  after  the  poifeffion  of  the  fub- 
itance  typified  thereby,  and  the  good  things  pro-  l675- 
phefied  of.  I  do  not  mean  hereby  to  leffen  in  the 
lead  degree  a  due  regard  to  the  Old  Teftament, 
as  being  written  by  holy  men  of  old  ;  as  they 
were  infpired  by  the  Holy  Ghofl :  As  fuch  I 
value  and  efteem  it ;  but  the  doctrines  of  the 
gofpel  delivered  in  the  New  Teftament  more  im¬ 
mediately  concern  us  under  the  gofpel  difpenfa¬ 
tion,  and  confirm,  and  are  confirmed  by,  many 
parts  of  the  old;  and  both  together  are  an  ex¬ 
cellent  treafure  of  divine  wifdom  and  religious 
inftru&ion. 

The  next  day,  being  firft  day,  they  appointed  Meeting 
a  meeting  near  New  London  at  the  houfe  of  the  ^e”(JoPe'v 
perfon,  who  had  accompanied  them  in  their  laft 
vifit,  to  which  feveral  of  the  baptifts  and  other 
fober  people  came ;  the  meeting  was  very  folid- 
ly  gathered,  and  like  to  be  a  favoured  and  pro¬ 
fitable  opportunity  ;  but  the  old  prejudiced  and 
perfecuting  fpirit,  ftill  prevailing  amongft  the  bi- broken  up 
gotted  felf-righteous  profeflbrs  in  this  quarter,  and°irm»d 
interrupted  their  folemnity  ;  for  a  conftable  and  nien- 
other  officers  came  with  a  body  of  armed  men, 
and  broke  up  the  meeting,  haling  and  greatly 
abufing  the  friends,  which  much  offended  the 
fober  people  prefent. 
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William  Edmundfon  conjlrained  to  go  tc  New  Hert¬ 
ford,  in  Refignation  to  divine  Difpofal. — Goes  to 


one  of  their  Meeting-houfes,  where  he  is  heard 


with  Attention. — Goes  to  the  ether  Meeting- 
houfe  in  the  Afternoon ,  whence  he  is  taken  Pri- 
foner. — Being  taken  to  an  Inn,  he  difeourfes 
with  feveral  Profeffors. — "John  Rogers,  a  Bap- 
tijl  Teacher ,  entering  into  Argument  with  him  is 
confuted. — William  Edmundfon  difeharged. — At 
Long  lfland  they  meet  with  Ranters,  who ■  dif- 
turb  their  Meetings. — Edward  Tarjf,  a  Ran¬ 
ter,  oppofeth  William  Edmundfon. 


William  Edmundfon  firfT  went 


xxv*  aboard  the  {hip,  in  order  to  pafs  over  to  New 


York,  he  felt  a  weighty  concern  on  his  mind  to 
go  to  New  Hertford,  in  Connecticut  colony, 
which  lay  about  fifty  miles  up  the  country, 
through  a  great  wildernefs,  and  very  dangerous 
to  travel  :  The  Indians,  yet  in  arms,  haunting 
thofe  parts,  and  killing  many  of  the  Englifh  ; 
fo  that  it  feemed  very  difeouraging  for  him,  a 
flranger  in  the  country,  to  encounter  a  journey 
attended  with  fo  much  danger.  He  therefore 
kept  his  concern  thus  far  to  himfelf,  in  hopes 
that  he  might  be  excufed  in  this  time  of  jeopardy. 
That  evening  he  went  on  board  again,  and  the 
veflel  fet  fail,  the  wind  being  pretty  fair ;  but 
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foon  turned  right  againft  them  and  blew  a  florin,  CHAP, 
which  obliged  them  to  put  into  harbour,  where  xxv* 
they  lay  fome  days.  William  Edmundfon  being 
Hill  unable  to  get  from  under  his  concern  to-  ttt  , 
wards  Hertford,  apprehended  himfelf,  by  his  mundfon 
backwardnefs  to  obey  the  pointings  of  duty,  to 
be  the  caufe  of  the  erodes  and  detention  of  the  New  Hert- 
veffel  ;  and  therefore  acquainting  the  company 
with  his  concern,  he  took  his  leave  of  them  divine  dif- 
fignifying  he  muft  go  in  fubmiflion  to  the  divine  j  pletcher 
will,  whether  he  fhould  live  or  die.  accompa- 

Then  preparing  himfelf  for  his  journey,  and  nitJ  him' 
his  companion  refolving  not  to  defert  him,  they 
went  afhore,  purchafed  horfes,  and  next  morn¬ 
ing  fet  out  without  a  guide,  and  travelled  hard 
through  the  wildernefs,  for  the  greatefl  part  of 
the  day,  and  reached  an  inn  about  four  miles 
from  the  town  :  Here  he  left  his  companion  and 
the  horfes,  and  walked  early  next  morning  (be¬ 
ing  the  firfl  day  of  the  week)  to  the  town  ;  he 
went  in  the  morning  to  one  meeting-houfe,  and  Goes  to  one 
when  the  prieft  had  finifhed,  he  fpoke  to  the  meeting- 
people  what  was  on  his  mind  ;  they  were  mode-  hohufes>} 
rate  and  quiet,  heard  with  attention  ;  and  when  preaches, 
he  had  done  they  parted.  In  the  afternoon  he  withat^^ 
went  to  the  other  meeting-houfe,  for  there  were  tention. 
two  large  ones  in  the  town ;  when  he  came 
thither,  the  prieft  and  people  were  gathered,  hav¬ 
ing  a  guard  of  foldiers,  for  fear  of  the  Indians 
coming  upon  them,  while  they  were  at  their 
worfhip.  William  went  in,  and  declared  the  In  the  after- 
Way  of  falvation  amongft  them  :  but  after  fome  noo1n  2°“ 
time,  at  the  mltance  or  the  pricit,  the  omeers  meeting- 
haled  him  out  rudely,  and  hurt  his  arm,  fo  that  it  ,^‘j^’ce  he 
bled,  and  took  him  to  the  guard,  upon  a  hill.  »  taken 
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Being  taken 
to  an  inn 
W.  Ed- 
mundfnn 
has  much 
difcourfe 
with  pro- 
feffors. 


J  Rogcri, 
a  baptift 
preacher,  is 
co:  fated. 


It  was  a  very  piercing  cold  day :  the  officer 
who  had  him  in  charge,  complaining  thereof, 
afked  him  “  how  he  could  bear  the  cold?”  for 
that  he  was  very  cold.  William  replied,  “  that 
“  it  was  the  entertainment,  which  their  great 
“  profeffiors  in  New  England  afforded  to  a  ftran- 
“  ger,  and  yet  they  profeffed  the  feriptures  to 
“  be  their  rule,  wffiich  command  to  entertain 
“  ftrangers The  officer  feemed  to  be  troubled, 
and  endeavoured  to  excufe  the  magiftrates. 
Then  he  took  him  to  an  inn,  and  immediately 
the  room  was  filled  with  profeffors,  with  whom 
he  had  much  difcourfe  :  As  one  company  went 
away  another  came.  William  being  well  quali¬ 
fied  to  difcourfe  or  difpute  with  them,  and  well 
verfed  in  the  feriptures,  was  furniffied  with 
matter  to  inform  the  enquirers,  and  filence  the 
difputers.  When  the  company  in  general  had 
given  up,  a  preacher  among  the  baptifts  took 
up  the  argument,  imputing  it  to  the  people  call¬ 
ed  Quakers,  as  a  great  error  to  maintain,  that 
every  man  had  a  meafure  of  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  ; 
he  wanted  to  know  if  William  held  the  fame 
error.  William  told  him,  it  was  no  error,  for 
the  feriptures  teftified  it  in  many  parts.  The 
baptift  denied  that  the  world  had  received  '  a 
meafure  of  the  fpirit ;  but  that  believers  had  re¬ 
ceived  it.  And  as  William  brought  one  ferip- 
ture  after  another  in  confirmation  of  the  univer- 
fality  of  the  manifeftation  of  the  fpirit,  he  ftill 
reftricted  it  to  every  one  of  the  believers,  alleg¬ 
ing  that  was  the  ground  of  their  error,  in  ap¬ 
plying  that  to  every  man ,  which  properly  belonged 
to  believers.  William  then  recollected  the  pro- 
mife  of  our  Saviour,  “  That  he  would  fend 
“  the  comforter,  the  fpirit  of  truth,  that  ffiould 
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c<  convince  the  world  of  fin,  and  fhould  guide  chap. 

his  difciples  into  all  truth.”  On  which  he  xxv. 
argued  thus;  therefore  thou  mull  grant  that  all ' — ' 
have  received  it,  or  elfe  prove  from  fcripture  i675- 
that  there  is  a  felefl  number  of  believers,  and 
befides  them  a  world  of  believers  that  have  the 
fpirit ;  and  alfo  another  world  of  unbelievers 
that  have  no  meafure  of  the  fpirit  to  convince 
them  of  fin.  This  put  him  to  a  nonplus,  and 
many  fober  perfons,  who  flayed  to  fee  the  iflue, 
gave  it  againfl  him,  faying,  “  Indeed,  Mr.  Ro- 
“  gerSj  the  man  is  in  the  right,  for  you  muft 
“  bring  the  proof,  which  he  hath  demanded,  or 
“  grant  his  argument.”  Then  the  people  de¬ 
parted  well  fatisfiedi 

As  they  lodged  that  night  at  the  fame  inn, 

William  took  the  opportunity  of  a  friendly  con¬ 
ference  with  this  man;  and  finding  by  his  dif- 
courfe,  that  he  alfo  had  fuffered  fome  perfecution 
from  the  rigid  prefbyterians  or  independents  of 
that  quarter,  he  remonflrated  to  him,  how  un¬ 
generous  it  was  in  him  to  join  with  them  in 
oppofing  him,  who  was  a  flranger  and  fmgle, 
engaged  againfl  a  multitude  ;  to  which  he  made 
no  reply  dire£lly  ;  but  gave  him  an  account  of 
himfelf,  whereby  it  appears,  this  John  Rogers 
had  been  a  member  of  one  of  the  independent 
congregations,  but  was  now  a  paflor  of  thofe 
feventh  day  people,  to  whom  William  had  lately 
paid  a  religious  vifit. 

In  the  morning  William  Edmundfon  fent  to  w.  f.<i- 
the  officer  who  had  him  in  charge  the  day  be-™j^®"d 
fore,  to  know  whether  he  had  any  further  bufi- 
nefs  with  ;him,  who  fent  him  back  word  that 
he  might  go  when  and  whither  he  pleafed ; 
upon  which  he  returned  to  the  place  where  he 

had 
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chap,  had  left  his  horfe  and  his  companion.  In  the 
xxv.  mean  time  his  companion,  uneafy  at  his  flay,  had 
v — v — 1  gone  to  Hertford  by  a  different  way  to  look  for 
•  675.  him,  whereby  they  miffed  of  one  another.  At 
Hertford  James  Fletcher  hearing  of  his  return 
followed  him,  and  upon  their  meeting  told  him 
he  had  fet  all  the  town  talking  of  religion. 
Longifland.  From  hence  they  went  to  Long  Illand,  where 
they  were  gladly  received  by  friends  ;  but  were 
They  meet  much  difturbed  bv  a  fet  of  ranters,  who  had  arifen 
ters  who*  thefe  parts,  and  made  it  a  practice  to  come 
diiturb  their  into  friends  meetings,  Tinging  and  dancing  in  a 
meetings.  frantic  manner5  to  the  great  annoyance  of  their 
religious  affemblies.  Notwith  flan  ding  which  they 
had  feveral  large  and  comfortable  meetings; 
many  of  thefe  ranters,  prefent  in  fome  of  them, 
appeared  to  be  chained  down  by  the  divine  power 
covering  thefe  awful  folemnities,  and  attending 
the  tellimonies  delivered  therein;  whereby  fome 
of  them  were  brought  to  a  fenfe  of  their  errors, 
and  under  the  perception  thereof  to  condemn 
themfelves  for  their  licentious  and  indecent  con- 
dud. 

Eaftjerfey.  Proceeding  to  Eafl  Jerfey,  they  had  meetings 
at  Shrewfbury,  and  at  Richard  Hartfhorn’s,  full 
r.  Tarff,  a  and  large  and  edifying.  In  this  laft  they  were 
pofeth'  w"  difturbed  again  with  thofe  deluded  people,  par- 
Edmund-  ticularly  by  one  Edward  Tarff,  who  came  into 
the  meeting  with  his  face  blackened,  faying,  it 
was  his  jullification  and  fandiftcation;  he  fung 
and  danced  after  their  wild  manner,  and  coming 
up  to  William  Edmundfon,  called  him  old  rotten 
priejl.  William  told  him  he  was  mad,  and  that 
made  him  fret,  and  looking  at  him  in  the  au¬ 
thority  with  which  he  was  vefted,  dared  him  to 
look  him  in  the  face  for  half  an  hour,  where¬ 
with 
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with  being  fmitten  and  daunted  he  went  away.  chap. 
William  flood  up,  in  the  power  of  the  gofpel,  xxv. 
and  appealed  to  the  meeting,  -  whether  this  was 
not  the  fame  power  of  God,  in  which  he  came  1 
among  them  at  firft,  unto  which  they  were  di¬ 
rected,  and  whereby  they  were  convinced  of 
truth.  Shewing  them  that  the  ranters  by  de¬ 
parting  from  this  divine  power,  were  deceived 
by  a  transformed  fpirit,  and  given  up  to  flrong 
delufions.  It  proved  an  edifying  meeting ;  the 
people  were  affected  with  tendernefs,  and  friends 
ftrengthened  and  edified  together. 
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An  Indian  Guide  lofetb  his  way  in  the  Woods ,  and 
guideth  them  wrong . — Richard  Hartjhorn  ad- 
vifeth  their  turning  back  to  Rariton ,  and  they 
difcover  the  Path  to  Delaware. — At  Delaware 
Town  under  difficulty  to  get  Entertainment. — 
William  Edmundfon  lofetb  the  Ufe  of  his  Limbs 
by  the  Cold  in  Virginia  and  the  Bay  of  Chefa- 
peak. — An  Indian  War  and  a  Civil  War  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  at  the  fame  Time. — William  Edmundfon 
hath  Carolina  in  profpeft. — His  Friends  dijfuade 
him  from  the  'Journey ,  as  being  very  dange¬ 
rous. — But  being  confirmed  in  the  Apprehenfion 
of  Duty  calling  him ,  he  undertakes  the  Jour¬ 
ney. — Arrives  there  in  fafety. — And  returns  to 
Virginia  in  like  Manner. — And  from  thence 
embarks  for  England. 


c  hap.  FROM  Eaft  Jerfey  William  Edmundfon  and 
xxvi.  his  companion  took  their  journey  through  the 
' — wildernefs  towards  Maryland,  with  an  Indian 
1676.  for  their  guide,  who  loft  his  way  and  left  them 
guide*  tofeth  tn  the  woods,  where  they  were  obliged  to  take 
la?  way  in  Up  their  lodging  that  night.  And  next  morning 

the  woods.  ,  •  •  |  ^  1  r  ?  c.  j  .1.  ’  •  u 

being  entirely  at  a  lols  to  hnd  their  way  in  the 
wildernefs,  to  which  they  were  ftrangers,  Rich¬ 
ard  Hartfhorn,  who  with  Eliakim  Wardel  had 
accompanied  them  thus  far,  propofed  their  turn¬ 
ing  back  to  Rariton  river,  which  they  had  left 

about 
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about  ten  miles  behind  them,  to  find  out  a  land-  chap. 
ing  place  from  New  York,  from  which  a  fmall  xxvi. 
path  led  to  Delaware  Falls.  This  plan  fucceed-  v — 
ed  ;  by  travelling  all  that  day,  and  taking  up  an-  J676. 
other  night’s  lodging  in  the  woods,  they  reach-  pac1'1aswarc 
ed  the  falls  pretty  timely  next  morning,  where 
providentially  they  found  an  Indian  man  and 
woman  with  a  canoe,  whom  they  hired  to  fet 
them  over  the  river.  They  palfed  over,  after 
the  cuftomary  manner  of  that  time,  by  fwimming 
their  horfes  by  the  fide  of  the  canoe,  and  got 
fafely  to  fhore.  They  proceeded  to  Uplands 
(fince  called  Chefter)  and  to  Delaware  town, 
which  at  that  time  was  under  New  York  govern¬ 
ment  ;  for  Penfylvania  was  a  name  as  yet  un¬ 
known.  At  Delaware  town  they  were  under  dif-  AtDchware 
ficulty  to  get  entertainment  amongft  the  Dutch 
and  Swedes,  who  inhabited  it,  until  William  get  enter- 
Edmundfon  applied  to  the  deputy  governor,  in- tainmsnt- 
forming  him  that  they  were  travellers,  and  had 
money  to  pay  for  what  they  called  for,  but  could 
not  get  lodgings  for  their  money.  The  gover¬ 
nor  received  them  with  much  courteoufnefs, 
went  with  them  to  an  ordinarv,  and  ordered  the 
landlord  to  provide  them  lodging,  which  was 
both  mean  and  dear  ;  but  the  governor  was  fo 
kind  as  to  defire  them  to  lend  to  him  for  any 
thing  they  wanted. 

William  Edmundfon  continued  his  travels  and 
minillerial  labours  (as  in  his  former  vifit)  to  Ma¬ 
ryland,  Virginia  and  Carolina,  appointing  meet¬ 
ings  in  all  convenient  places,  and  attending  the 
meetings  of  his  friends,  wherever  they  were 
fettled,  which  were  often  very  fatisfa&ory  and 
profitable,  both  the  public  meetings  for  wor- 
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1676. 

In  Virginia 
anti  the  bay 
of  Chefa- 
peak  the 
cold  wea¬ 
ther  affetSs 
W.  Ed- 
mundl'on  to 
the  lofs  of 
the  ufe  of 
his  limbs. 


An  Indian 
war,  and 
alfo  a  civil 
war  in  Vir¬ 
ginia. 


W.  Ed- 

inundfon 
hath  Caro 
iinain  view 


fliip,  and  thofe  for  managing  the  difcipline  of 
the  church. 

While  in  Virginia,  and  palling  the  bay  of 
Chefapeak,  the  weather  was  fo  cold  and  ftormy, 
that,  for  want  of  fire  or  covering  'being  in  an 
open  boat)  he  in  a  great  meafure  loft  the  ufe  of 
his  limbs  for  a  feafon  ;  fo  that  when  he  came 
alhore  he  could  neither  ftand  nor  walk  without 
the  fupport  of  two  men  on  each  fide  ;  and  in 
like  manner  was  he  taken  again  to  the  boat. 

It  was  alfo  a  time  of  trouble  and  danger  in 
this  province,  they  being  at  once  engaged  in  a 
war  with  the  Indians,  and  in  a  civil  war  amongft 
themfelves.  A  young  man,  named  Bacon,  a- 
vailing  himfelf  of  fome  difcontents  among  the 
people,  on  account  of  reftraints  on  trade,  by 
his  popular  declamations,  gained  that  afcen- 
dency  amongft  them,  that  they  chofe  him  for 
their  general  againft  Sir  William  Berkley,  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  province. 

In  this  conteft  the  country  was  generally  in¬ 
volved,  except  thofe  of  the  fociety  of  the  people 
called  Quakers,  who  in  conformity  to  their  prin¬ 
ciples  took  no  active  part  in  the  quarrel.  And 
'William  Edmundfon’s  prefence  at  l'uch  a  feafon 
amongft  them,  contributed,  no  doubt,  to  ftrength- 
en  them  in  a  fteady  adherence  to  their  pacific 
principles.  He  travelled  for  a  confiderable  time 
from  place  to  place,  until  fome  frigates  came  from 
England  with  troops  to  quell  the  difturbances, 
which  with  the  death  of  their  leader,  terminat¬ 
ed  the  civil  commotions  ;  but  the  Indians  conti¬ 
nued  their  incurlions  fome  time  longer. 

W7hen  he  apprehended  his  fervice  finished  in 
Virginia  he  had  Carolina  in  profpect  before 
.  his  return  to  his  native  land  j  but  this  profpect 
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was  attended  with  great  difcouragement,  the  In-  chap. 
dians  being  ftill  out  in  arms,  and  committing  xxvi. 
frequent  murders,  and  particularly  frequenting  U^6'J 
that  wildernefs,  through  which  his  road  to  Caro¬ 
lina  lay,  where  very  few  durll  travel  unarmed. 

His  friends  ufed  their  endeavours  to  diffuade  His  friends 
him  from  undertaking  fo  hazardous  a  journey, 
where  (by  their  accounts)  feveral  people  had  going  thi- 
been  murdered.  He  was  naturally  a  man  not  ^hcr^rbeeins 
eafily  intimidated,  yet  having  a  tendernefs  for  full  of  din- 
the  reputation  of  truth  more  than  his  own  life, ger 
he  began  to  confider,  that  if  he  (hould  fall  by 
the  hands  of  the  favages,  it  might  furnilh  occa- 
fion  to  fuch  as  fought  occafion,  to  depreciate  the 
principle  of  truth  which  he  profelfed,  and  his 
friends  alfo,  as  being  under  the  guidance  of  a 
principle  of  action  delufive  in  its  nature,  and 
leading  them  prefumptuoufly  into  error  and 
danger,  to  the  lofs  of  their  lives :  For  this  rea- 
fon  he  endeavoured  to  protect:  his  fetting  out, 
in  hopes  the  concern  might  be  taken  from  him. 

In  the  mean  time  he  appointed  a  meeting  on 
the  north  fide  of  James  River,  to  which  many 
friends  came  a  great  way,  and  amongll  others 
the  eldefl  fon  ol  the  widow  Houtland,  at  whofe 
houfe  William  had  lodged,  with  whom  he  took 
a  walk  the  evening  before  the  meeting,  to  give 
him  fome  friendly  advice :  They  parted  to  their 
refpedtive  lodgings  in  ufual  health,  and  a  mef- 
lenger  came  before  morning  to  tell  William,  the 
young  man  was  dead. 

This  news  was  an  affecting  furprize  to  his  w.  F.d- 
friends,  but  particularly  to  William  Edmund- 
fon,  who  with  it  feemed  to  hear  a  language  in  in  his  ap¬ 
his  foul,  which  he  took  to  be  a  divine  warn-Pf'j1"^ 
ing,  exprelling  itfelf  to  this  purport:  All  lives  vifitCaro- 
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chap,  are  in  my  hand,  and  if  thou  go  not  to  Caro- 
xxvi.  lina,  thy  life  is  as  this  young  man’s ;  but  if 
thou  go,  I  will  give  thee  thy  life  for  a  prey. 
1676.  Thus  powerfully  impreffed  with  the  inward 
fenfe  of  duty  calling  him  to  the  performance 
of  the  journey,  the  next  day  he  began  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  it,  but  none  durft  venture  to  accom¬ 
pany  him,  except  one  ancient  friend.  In  his 
company  he  traverfed  the  w'ildernefs,  and 
through  the  merciful  protection  of  that  divine 
thercTn  hand  in  which  he  trufted,  in  two  days  reached 
fifety,  Carolina  in  fafety ;  here  he  had  feveral  confo- 
latory  meetings.  The  people  at  this  time  being 
widely  fcattered  in  this  colony,  having  little  or 
no  benefit  of  miniftry  amongfi  them,  received 
William  with  gladnefs  and  affection  ;  and  feve¬ 
ral  were  convinced  by  his  labours.  Friend'- 
being  fettled  in  the  difcipline  and  good  order  of 
their  profeflion,  he  left  them  edified  by  his 
religious  fervice  amongfi:  them,  and  departed 
under  the,  comfortable'  fenfe  of  their  profperity 
in  the  belt  things,  and  of  peace  in  his  own 
bofom,  refulting  from  his  purfuing  the  line  of 
duty  without  being  deterred  by  impending 
danger,  trufting  his  life  to  the  hands  of  him 
wrho  gave  it,  and  who  he  knew  had  power  to 
and  returns  preferve  it.  In  the  like  religious  confidence  in 

in  like  man-  .  r  .  .  0  1  r  r  tr¬ 

uer  back  to  dlVlIie  prelervation  he  returned  late  to  Virgi- 

Vrrgiuia,  nja  and  from  thence  to  England,  with  the  view 

embark*  for  of  attending  the  enfuing  yearly  meeting  at 

England.  Londonj  which  he  reached  in  due  time. 

From  thefe  accounts  it  appears  that  fundry 
members  of  this  fociety  had  removed  to  or 
been  convinced  in  feveral  of  the  Weft  Indian 
iflands,  alfo  in  New  England,  Rhode  Ifland, 
Long  Ifland  and  New  York,  and  that  the 
i  number 
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number  in  thefe  parts  were  fufficiently  nume»  chap. 
rous  to  conftitute  a  regular  yearly  or  half  xxvi. 
yearly  meeting  in  Rhode  Ifland,  for  the  faid  v— 
ifland  and  the  province  of  New  England  ;  and  1 677- 
in  Long  Ifland  for  New  York  ;  alfo  in  Mary¬ 
land,  Virginia  and  Carolina  we  find  fundry 
meetings  were  fettled  ;  and  in  the  two  former 
men’s  and  women’s  meetings  were  eftablifhed 
for  preferving  good  order  in  the  focietv. 


CHAP.  XXVII. 


Settlement  in  Wejl  Jerfey. — Friends  bold  their 
Meetings  at  firfl  in  a  Tent. — Afterwards  at 
the  Houfe  of  "John  Wooljlon. — They  eftablifh  a 
Monthly  Meeting  at  Burlington. — Commence  a 
Correfpondence  with  the  yearly  Meeting  of 
London. — Several  Friends  from  Dublin  and  its 
Neighbourhood  remove  thither. — George  Fox 
•writes  an  Epiflle  of  Advice  to  the  new  Set¬ 
tlers. — Yearly  Meeting  ejlablifhed  at  Burling¬ 
ton. 


Before  and  about  this  time  feveral  friends  chap. 
had  arrived  in  Weft  Jerfey,  and  the  Indians  xxvn. 
were  very  kind  and  hofpitable,  both  by  fup- 
plying  them  with  provifions  on  moderate  terms, 
and  otherwife  aflifting  them,  fo  that  they  were  friends  ret- 
not  very  long  there  till  they  found  their  new  *  Weft 
fettlement  tolerably  eafy. 


One 
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CHAP.  One  of  their  firft  cares  was  to  accommodate 
xxvii.  themfelves  with  a  place  for  religious  worfhip. 

' — v — ‘  At  firft  they  built  a  tent  at  Burlington,  where 
*678-  they  aflembled  regularly  at  flared  times,  until 
thefrmcet-  J°^n  Woolfton-  had  got  his.  houfe  (the  firft 
ings  at  firft  framed  houfe  in  Burlington)  completed;  then 
m  a  tent,  t]16y  raet  tjlcrCj  both  for  Worfhip  and  difeipline, 
for  near  three  years,  when  they  removed  their 
meeting  to  Thomas  Gardiner’s,  where  it  conti¬ 
nued  to  be  held  during  his  life  and  that  of  his 
widow7,  till  a  meeting-houfe  was  built  there. 
Soon  after  they  eftablifhed  a  regular  monthly 
meeting  for  bufmefs,  after  the  manner  of  the 
country  from  whence  they  had  removed,  the 
firft  care  of  which  was  to  make  provifion  for 
their  poor;  the  next,  to  difeourage  all  friends 
from  being  concerned  in  felling  fpirituous  li- 
Thcv  com-  °iuors  t0  Indians.  In  the  year  1680  friends 
licence  a  of  the  faid  monthly  meeting  of  Burlington 
^ence1 with  commenced  a  correspondence  with  the  yearly 
the  yearly  meeting  of  London.  The  purport  of  their  firft 
Loudon.  °f  epiftle  was  to  requeft  friends  of  the  yeSiy 
meeting  to  recommend  it  to  the  feveral  counties 
and  meetings,  out  of  which  any  of  their  mem¬ 
bers  might  incline  to  remove  to  thefe  parts,  to 
take  care  to  fupply  them  with  certificates  of 
their  orderly  converfation,  right  of  member- 
fhip,  and  clearnefs  from  marriage  engagements, 
if  fingle  and  marriageable,  that  friends  here 
might  not  be  at  a  lofs  in  what  light  to  receive 
them,  coming  ftrangers  amongft  them  ;  which 
requeft  being  agreeable  to  the  difeipline  efta¬ 
blifhed  in  like  cafes,  procured  a  minute  of  faid 
meeting,  recommending  to  friends  a  compliance 
therewith. 


A  confi- 
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A  confiderable  number  of  friends  of  Dublin  chap. 
and  its  vicinity  being  inclined  in  1 6 8 1  to  re-  xxvii. 
move  from  thence  into  the  province  of  Weft  v-— v — ' 
Jerfey,  wherein  feveral  of  them  had  before  pur-  l6Sl- 
chafed  an  intereft,  fent  to  London  and  char-  ^from 
tered  a  veffel,  whereof  Thomas  Lurting  *,  noted  Dublin  and 
for  his  deliverance  from  the  Turks,  was  maf-  ^."hfod 

ter,  remove  to 
Weft  Jer¬ 
fey. 

•  This  man  being  brought  up  to  tbf  fea,  was  convinced 
of  the  principles  of  the  people  called  Quakers  by  means  of 
one  of  the  laid  people,  who  was  likewife  a  mariner  on 
board  a  man  of  war.  After  which  he  was  repeatedly  prefied 
into  fhips  of  war,  and  in  danger  of  fuifering  for  refuling 
to  fight,  but  he  kept  fteady  to  his  principles.  Afterwards 
being  mate  to  George  Pattifon,  a  friend,  as  they  were  paf- 
fing  through  the  Mediterranean,  in  their  return  from  Venice, 
they  were  chafed  and  taken  by  an  Algerine  Pirate,  and 
thirteen  Turks  put  on  board  to  rake  the  fhip  and  prifoners 
to  Algiers;  but  bv  the  management  of  this  Thomas  Lurting 
the  ihip  was  re-taken,  without  violating  his  peaceable  prin¬ 
ciples,  in  the  following  manner :  The  weather  growing 
ftormy,  feparated  them  from  the  man  of  war,  and  a  night 
or^wo  after,  it  raining  hard,  he  perfuaded  all  the  Turks, 
one  after  another,  to  go  down  into  the  cabins  and  deep  ; 
and  while  they  were  all  afleep,  he  got  podeflion  of  their 
arms,  which  when  he  had  done,  he  told  the  failors,  “  Now 
“  we  have  the  Turks  at  our  command,  no  man  fhall  hurt 
“  any  of  them,  for  if  you  do  I  will  be  agairft  you.”  Then 
they  put  before  the  wind  for  Majorca,  and  next  morning 
they  were  near  it,  which  when  the  Algerines  underftood, 
they  were  in  great  affliction  and  terror,  and  begged  that 
they  might  not  be  fold  to  the  Spaniards,  which  it  was  pro- 
mifed  they  /hould  not,  and  the  promife  wTas  made  good  ; 
for  it  being  reported  on  fliore,  by  an  Englilh  Captain  who 
wanted  to  have  tw'O  or  three  of  them  in  his  pofleflion,  that 
there  were  feveral  Turks  prifoners  aboard  their  Vellel,  the 
Spaniards,  they  heard,  threatened  to  take  them  away ;  to 
prevent  w'hich,  calling  the  Turks  to  their  afliftance,  they 
quickly  got  out  to  fea.  Afterwards  they  failed  to  the  coafl 
of  Barbary,  where  the  mate  undertook  to  put  them  aihore 
in  their  own  country ;  and  after  fotne  time  of  confideratjon 
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chap,  ter,  who  accordingly  failed  to  Dublin  to  take 
xxvii.  them  in,  but  being  taken  Tick  there,  he  could 
not  proceed :  His  mate  therefore  taking  his 
1681.  piace?  in  about  eight  weeks  after  their  departure 
from  Dublin  landed  them  at  Tlfingburgh  near 
Salem,  where  fome  of  them  fettled  amongft 
their  former  acquaintance,  who  had  removed 
before  them,  and  whofe  induflry  had  provided 
an  ample  fupply  of  provifions  for  their  accom¬ 
modation.  There  was  then  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber  of  friends  at  Salem,  and  a  meeting-houfe 
built ;  and  feveral  of  the  houfes  in  that  town 
being  unoccupied,  by  means  of  the  owners 
having  removed  further  into  the  country,  thofe 
who  had  families  were  readily  accommodated 
with  habtations  for  the  prefent.  After  fome 
time  feveral  of  them  took  up  their  land,  and 
fixed  at  a  place  called  Newton  Creek,  where 
they  raifed  temporary  habitations  adjacent  to 
each  other,  for  fear  of  the  Indians,  of  whom 
their  fears  and  jealoufies  fubfided,  as  they  be¬ 
came  better  acquainted  with  them  :  Then  find¬ 
ing  it  inconvenient  to  be  feated  fo  near  together, 
thev  divided  their  lands,  and  removed  to  their 
refpe&ive  plantations  ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
land  had  been  purchafed  by  the  Commiffioners 
of  the  Indians,  they  gave  them  a  compenfation 

to 

how  it  might  be  done  in  fafety,  he  took  them,  with  the  help 
of  fome  of  the  men,  in  the  boat,  fo  near  the  fho'-e  that 
thev  might  wade  to  it,  which  at  his  defrc  they  readily  did  ; 
and  becaufe  they  faid  they  were  four  miles  from  any  town, 
he  gave  them  fome  b'ead  and  other  neceffaries.  Then  put¬ 
ting  the  boat  clofer  in,  they  threw  them  their  arms  on  flao'-e, 
and  put  off  to  return  to  the  ilaip.  Thus  manifefting  in  deeds 
their  obedience  to  the  precepts  of  our  Saviour — Love  your  ene¬ 
mies,  and  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you. 
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fo  remove  off.  The  Indians  were  very  friendly  chap. 
and  ferviceable  to  them  in  feveral  refpedts,  xxvii. 
often  fupplying  them  with  vennon  and  corn,  till 
they  could  reap  the  fruits  of  their  own  labours, 
which,  with  the  fupply  they  received  from  Salem, 
prevented  them  from  fuifering  much  hardlhip 
in  their  new  fettlement.  In  the  fpring  they 
fettled  a  meeting  at  the  houfe  of  Mark  Newby, 
and  in  two  years  afterwards  they  built  a  meet- 
ing-houfe  at  Newtown.  Sundry  friends  having 
fettled,  fome  by  the  river’s  fide,  fome  beyond 
Cooper’s  Creek,  and  fome  at  Woodberry  Creek, 
with  the  concurrence  of  Burlington  friends  they 
eftablifhed  a  monthly  meeting  for  dii'cipline,  to 
preferve  their  members  orderly  in  converfation, 
and  for  the  other  good  purpofes  of  fuch  meet¬ 
ings  ;  and  fome  time  after,  they  and  friends 
at  Salem  encreafing  in  number,  compofed  to¬ 
gether  one  quarterly  meeting. 

In  the  latter  end  of  this  year  George  FoxG  Fo1 
wrote  an  epiftle  of  falutary  advice  to  the  new  epiPie  of 
fettlers,  and  thofe  who  were  propofing  to  re- 
move  to  the  plantations  in  America;  in  parti- fettlers. 
cular,  to  cultivate  a  good  underltanding  with 
the  Indians,  and  by  all  means  in  their  power  to 
bring  them  to  the  knowledge  of  true  religion, 
to  invite  them  to  their  meetings,  and  hold 
meetings  amongfi:  them,  that  truth  and  righte- 
oufnefs  might  fpread;  and  that  friends,  by  an 
upright,  peaceable  and  honefi:  converfation, 
might  be  a  light  to  the  nations  around  them, 
wherever  their  lots  might  be  call. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  friends  in  Burling¬ 
ton  was  flill  held  at  the  houfe  of  John  Wool- 
fton,  and  confifted  of  friends  refiding  about  the 
Vol.  III.  I  Falls 
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chap.  Falls  of  Delaware,  and  thofe  of  the  meetings 
xxvii.  0f  Rankokas  and  Schackamaxon,  who  were 
now  grown  numerous.  In  confideration  where- 
!bbi.  Df  friends  at  the  faid  monthly  meeting,  held 
the  2d  of  the  3d  month  this  year,  concluding 
that  a  yearly  meeting  might  be  of  general  fer- 
meetin  cf  v*ce’  unanimoufly  agreed  to  eftablifh  one  in 
tabiuhedat  Burlington,  the  firft  of  which  was  to  begin  the 
Burlington.  23th  of  6th  month  following,  which  accord¬ 
ingly  met  at  the  houfe  of  Thomas  Gardiner. 
On  the  31ft  they  proceeded  to  buftnefs,  and 
particularly  to  regulate  the  holding  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  meetings  of  worfhip  and  difcipline,  by  ap¬ 
pointing  the  times  and  places  w'hen  and  where 
each  particular  meeting  through  the  country 
fhould  be  held ;  among  which  a  general  meet¬ 
ing  for  worfhip  was  agreed  to  be  held  yearly  at 
Salem,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  2d  month. 

Having  now  traced  the  fettlement  of  friends 
in  the  various  inhabited  parts  of.  this  continent 
from  fuch  authentic  records  as  I  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  confulting,  the  time  calls  our 
attention  to  the  planting  of  a  new  colony, 
wherein  this  fociety  have  become  more  nume¬ 
rous,  and  more  confpicuous  than  in  any  other, 
or  perhaps  in  all  the  reft  together. 
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CHAP.  XXVIII. 


PENSYLVANIA. 

Penfylvania  granted  by  the  Crown  to  JJ  illianl 
Penn. — Of  which  he  is  made  Governor  and 
abfolute  Proprietor. — William  Penn  publifhes  a 
Defcription  of  the  Country ,  and  encouraging 
Terms  of  Settlement. — He  takes  Shipping  for  his 
Province. — And  at  his  Arrival  is  received  with 
foy  and  Affection. — His  Treaty  with  the  In¬ 
dians. — Kindnefs  of  the  Indians  to  the  new  Set¬ 
tlers. — Liberty  of  Confcience  the  leading  Article 
of  the  Confutation. — Firff  general  Affembly. 

SlR  William  Penn,  who  had  been  long  em-CHAP- 
ployed  in  the  Ration  of  admiral,  both  under  xxvin* 
Oliver  Cromwell  and  King  Charles  the  Second, 
at  his  death  had  a  ccnftderable  debt  due  to  him ?  a" 
from  the  crown,  either  for  arrears  or  for  advances  nia  granted 
made  to  government  in  the  fundry  expeditions  in  pc^llliani 
which  he  was  engaged.  The  King  in  lieu  of 
pecuniary  fatisfadlion,  by  letters  patent,  bearing 
date  the  4th  of  the  month  called  March,  1680-1, 
granted  to  William  Penn,  fon  of  the  admiral, 
and  his  heirs,  that  province  lying  on  the  weft 
of  the  river  Delaware,  North  America,  formerly 
poffefled  by  the  Dutch,  being  a  part  of  that  tradt of  wl*jch  ho 
denominated  by  them  The  New  Netherlands;  but  v-^or^nd 
now  the  name  was  changed  by  the  King  to  thataLi  iute 
of  Penfylvania,  in  honour  of  William  Penn,  prL't'"elor 
whom  and  his  heirs  he  made  governors  and  ab¬ 
foiute  proprietors  thereof.  This  peculiar  fa- 
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chap.  vour  0f  the  king  is  fuppofed  to  be  principally 
xxviii.  owjng  t0  the  influence  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
with  whom,  as  high  admiral  of  England,  admiral 
Penn  had  been  a  Deculiar  favourite,  who  con- 
fidering  his  fon  expofed  to  the  danger  of  fuffer- 
ing  for  his  religious  principles,  had  demonflrated 
his  paternal  affettion  by  foliciting  the  duke’s 
protection  of  him,  which  he  promifed,  and  in 
general  afforded. 

Pfnn  William  Penn  foon  after  publifhed  an  ■  account 
accountofU of  Penfylvania,  with  the  king’s  patent,  and 
the  country,  0ther  papers  relating  thereto,  defcribing  the 
couraging  country  and  its  produce,  and  offering  an  ealy 
de  ther°efet'  Purchafe  of  lands,  and  encouraging  terms  of  fet- 
tlement  to  fuch  as  might  incline  to  remove  thi¬ 
ther.  Many  fmgle  perfons  and  fome  families 
from  England  and  Wales  accepted  the  invi¬ 
tation,  efpecially  from  North  Wales  an  hardy 
race  of  men  went  over,  well  adapted  to  en¬ 
counter  the  difficulties  of  cultivating  a  new  co¬ 
lony,  having  been  inured  to  hard  labour  for 
a  fcanty  fubfiftence  from  the  barren  mountains 
of  their  native  country.  With  Angular  appli¬ 
cation  and  induflry  they  furmounted  the  incon¬ 
veniences  generally  attendant  upon  fettling  in 
a  wildernefs,  foon  cleared  their  purchafed  lands, 
and  improved  their  refpective  plantations  to  ad¬ 
vantage.  And  to  fecure  the  friendfliip  of  the 
natives  to  the  new  colony  (who  in  fome  other 
provinces  having  been  injurioufly  treated  had 
revenged  themfelves  to  the  lofs  of  many  lives) 
the  governor  gave  order  to  ufe  them  with  the 
utmofl  candour  and  humanity,  appointed  com- 
miffioners  to  treat  with  them  about  land,  and 
to  confirm  a  league  of  peace,  by  whom  he  alfo 
addreffed  the  following  letter : 


“  London, 
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“  London,  the  1 8th  of  the  8th  month,  1 6 8 1 .  xxvm. 

“  My  Friends,  ,6Si 

“  There  is  a  Great  God  and  Power,  that 
hath  made  the  world  and  all  things  therein, 
to  whom  you  and  I  and  all  people  owe  their 
being  and  well-being  ;  and  to  whom  you  and 
I  mull  one  day  give  an  account  for  all  that 
we  do  in  the  world  :  this  Great  God  hath 
written  his  Law  in  our  hearts,  by  which  we 
are  taught  and  commanded  to  love  and  help, 
and  do  good  to  one  another,  and  not  to  do 
harm  and  mifchief  unto  one  another :  now 
this  Great  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  make  me 
concerned  in  your  part  of  the  world,  and  the 
king  of  the  country  where  I  live  hath  given 
me  a  great  province  therein  ;  but  I  defire  to 
enjoy  it  with  your  love  and  confent,  that  we 
may  always  live  together  as  neighbours  and 
friends ;  ell'e  what  would  the  Great  God  do 
to  us  ?  who  hath  made  us  not  to  devour  and 
deflroy  one  another,  but  to  live  foberly  and 
kindly  together  in  the  world.  Now  I  would 
have  you  well  obferve,  that  I  am  very  fenfible 
of  the  unkindnefs  and  injuflice  that  hath 
been  too  much  exercifed  towards  you  by  the 
people  of  thefe  parts  of  the  world,  who  have 
fought  themfelves,  and  to  make  great  advan¬ 
tages  by  you,  rather  than  to  be  examples  of 
jultice  and  goodnefs  unto  you,  which  I  hear 
hath  been  matter  of  trouble  unto  you,  and 
caufed  great  grudgings  and  animofities,  fome- 
times  to  the  fhedding  of  blood,  which  hath 
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made  the  Great  God  angry.  But  I  am  not 
fuch  a  man,  as  is  well  known  in  my  own 
country  :  I  have  great  love  and  regard  to¬ 
wards  you,  and  I  defire  to  win  and  gain  your 
love  and  friendfhip  by  a  kind,  juft,  and  peace¬ 
able  life,  and  the  people  1  fend  are  of  the 
fame  mind,  and  {hall  in  all  things  behave 
themfelves  accordingly  j  and  if  in  any  thing 
any  fhali  offend  you,  or  your  people,  you  fhall 
have  a  full  and  fpeedy  fatisfaction  for  the 
fame,  by  an  equal  number  of  juft  men  on 
both  fides,  that  by  no  means  you  may  have  juft 
occafion  of  being  offended  againft  them.  I 
fhall  fhortly  come  to  you  myfelf,  at  what  time 
we  may  more  largely  and  freely  confer  and 
difcourfe  of  thefe  matters  ;  in  the  mean  time 
I  have  fent  my  commifT.oners  to  treat  with 
you  about  land,  and  a  firm  league  of  peace: 
let  me  defire  you  to  be  kind  to  them  and  the 
people,  and  receive  thefe  prefents  and  tokens 
which  I  have  fent  you,  as  a  teftimony  of  my 
good-will  to  you,  and  my  refolution  to  live 
juftly,  peaceably,  and  friendly  with  you. 


“  I  am  your  loving  friend, 

“  W.  Penn.’* 


W.  Penn  In  the  fummer  of  1682,  William  Penn  him- 
pin^for'h^s  felf  took  fhipping  for  this  province,  in  order  to 
province,  take  poffeflion  and  eftablifh  the  conftitution  and 
government  thereof,  being  accompanied  by 
many  of  his  friends,  who,  from  the  profpedt 
of  enjoying  their  civil  and  religious  liberties, 
without  the  moleftation  they  were  expofed  to 
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in  England,  were  induced  to  remove  themfelves,  chap. 
to  fettle  under  the  government  of  a  man  with  xxvm. 
whofe  humanity,  liberality  of  fentiment,  and  re- 
ligious  regard  to  juftice  and  equity  they  were  *682. 
well  acquainted2. 

In  about  two  months  they  finifhed  their 
voyage,  during  which  William  Penn  manifefted 
a  fatherly  concern  for  his  people’s  welfare  and 
accommodation  in  every  refpecd,  edifying  them 
by  his  good  converfation,  holding  religious 
meetings  with  them  regularly  during  their  paf- 
fage,  and  therein  labouring  to  eftablifh  them  in 
virtue  and  righteoufnefs,  as  the  fure  foundation 
of  fuccefs  and  profperity  in  their  undertakings 
in  this  life,  as  well  as  felicity  in  that  which  is 
to  come :  And  the  fmall  pox  breaking  out 
amongft  them,  his  tender  care  was  further  evi¬ 
denced  by  his  compaflionate  attention  to  the  lick, 
in  contributing  every  neceffary  relief  and  aflift- 
ance  in  his  power.  Out  of  the  company  about 
thirty  died. 

When  they  had  entered  the  Delaware,  andHetsrs- 
were  failing  up  that  river,  the  inhabitants,  aSdemonftrL 
well  Dutch  and  Swedes  as  Englilh,  met  andtio^ri07 
congratulated  William  Penn  on  his  arrival,  and  don. 
received  him  with  demonftrations  of  much  joy 
and  affe&ion.  He  landed  at  Newcaftle,  and 
next  day  fummoned  the  people  to  the  court- 
houfe  and  made  a  fpeech,  declaring  the  purpofe 
of  his  coming  and  the  ends  of  his  government, 
alluring  them  of  the  free  enjoyment  of  liberty 
of  confcience  and  civil  freedom,  recommending 
them  to  live  in  fobriety  and  peace  one  with 
another ;  previous  whereto  poffellion  of  the 

*  R.  Townfend’s  narrative. 
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chap  country  was  legally  given  him.  But  "William 
xxviii.  Penn’s  religious  principles  leading  to  the  pradtice 
of  the  molt  fcrupulous  morality  in  point  of  jultice 
and  equity,  did  not  permit  him  to  look  upon  the 
king’s  patent,  or  the  legal  pofieffon  according  to 
the  laws  of  England,  fufficient  to  eltablilh  his  right 
to  this  country,  without  purchafing  it  from  the 
natives,  to  whom  by  right  of  pofleflion  it  pro- 
^ththe7  Perly  bel°nped b  :  He  entered  into  and  confirmed 
Indians.  a  treaty  with  them  for  this  purpofe,  whereby 
they,  for  a  valuable  confi deration  in  purchafe, 
freely  ceded  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  lands  in 
queftion,  which  gave  a  fecurity  to  the  planters 
in  this  colony,  beyond  that  which  thofe  of  the 
other  provinces  had  obtained  by  much  blood- 
Ihed.  And  the  teflimony  of  a  late  author c  con¬ 
cerning  this  treaty  is  very  honourable  to  both  the 
contracting  parties,  that  it  is  the  only  treaty 
“  between  thofe  people  and  the  Chriftians  that 
“  was  not  ratified  by  an  oath,  apd  was  never 
“  infringed.” 

This  friendly  and  pacific  manner  of  treating 
to  the  new  the  Indians  begat  in  them  an  extraordinary 
affedtion  and  regard  to  him  and  his  people, 
fuch,  that  they  maintained  a  perfedt  amity  with 
the  Englilh  of  Penfylvania,  and  revered  the  me¬ 
mory  of  William  Penn  long  after  his  deceafe, 
and  (till  continue  to  hold  it  in  great  efteem. 

This  amicable  difpofition  of  the  natives  d  was 
of  very  great  fervice  to  the  new  planters,  who 
at  their  arrival  found  the  country  a  mere  wil- 
dernefs,  chiefly  inhabited  by  Indians,  with  a 
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few  Swedes  thinly  fcattered,  who  received  and  CHAP, 
treated  them  with  particular  kindnefs  and  hofpi-  xxvm. 
tality,  for  that  notwithffanding  the  number  of 
thefe  new  colonifts  was  confiderable,  they  were  1682. 
by  the  goodnefs  of  Providence  furnifhed  with  the 
neceflary  fupply  of  provifions,  partly  by  the 
Swedes  and  Indians,  who  brought  them  abun¬ 
dance  of  venifon  and  corn  at  very  reafonable 
rates,  and  partly  by  importation  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  provinces  which  were  fettled  before. 

William  Penn  having  thus  conciliated  the  af¬ 
fections  of  the  Indians  to  his  colony,  his  pater¬ 
nal  care  and  humanity  was  next  applied  to  lay 
a  lafting  foundation  for  the  peace  and  happinefs 
of  his  people  among  themfelves,  by  eltablilhing 
a  conflitution  of  government  and  a  body  of 
laws,  calculated  to  fecure  their  religious  and 
civil  liberties,  and  the  free  and  full  enjoyment 
of  their  property  on  the  firmelt  bafis  :  Ever  an 
advocate  for  a  full  toleration  of  religion,  he 
eltablifhed  in  the  frit  place  on  the  broadeft 
bottom,  the  leading  article  of  the  new  confti- 
tution  being  this :  Fumhmen- 

“  That  all  perfons  living  in  this  province, 

“  who  confefs  and  acknowledge  the  one  Al-  tution,  li- 
“  mighty  and  Eternal  God  to  be  the  Creator,  ^dence. 
<c  Upolder  and  Ruler  of  the  world,  and  that 
“  hold  themfelves  obliged  in  confcience  to  live 
“  peaceably  and  jultly  in  civil  fociety,  fhall  in 
“  no  wife  be  molefted  or  prejudiced  for  their 
“  religious  perfuafion  or  practice  in  matters  of 
“  faith  and  worfliip  ;  nor  fhall  they  be  com- 
“  pelled  at  any  time  to  frequent  or  maintain 
“  any  religious  worfliip,  place,  or  miniftry 
whatfoever.” 
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chap.  In  the  tenth  month  following  a  general  alfem- 
xxvm.  bly  of  the  freeholders  was  held  at  Chefter,  by 
which  Newcaflle  was  annexed  to  Penfylvania; 
lC'i2-  the  foreigners  there  inhabiting  were  naturalized; 
Firftgwic.  and  William  Penn  having  agreed,  in  concert  with 

ral  affcm-  ,  ,  .  °  °  ,  .  , 

biy.  the  adventurers,  previous  to  their  departure 
r  from  England,  upon  the  frame  of  government, 
and  the  laws  to  be  eftablilhed  in  the  province, 
(drawn  up  by  himfelf)  the  fame,  with  fome 
amendments  and  alterations,  were  now  con¬ 
firmed,  ratified  and  paffcd  into  acts  of  affembly. 
Unanimity  as  the  eff;ablifhed  laws  of  the  colony.  The  pro- 
fembiy^”  ceedings  of  this  affembly  were  conducted  with 
mutual  affection  and  remarkable  unanimity  ;  nor 
is  it  wonderful  that  they  fhould,  as  no  occafion 
of  jealoufy  could  pofiibly  arife  between  a  go¬ 
vernor,  whofe  extraordinary  difintereftednefs 
centered  his  views  chiefly  in  the  eafe  and  pro- 
fperity  of  his  people,  and  an  affembly  who 
placed  an  implicit  confidence  in  the  approved 
veracity  and  equity  of  their  ruler.  William 
Penn’s  own  account  in  a  letter  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  London  of  traders  to  this  province  in 
the  fall  of  the  iucceeding  year,  gives  an  amiable 
picture  of  the  harmony  fubfifting  between  him 
and  the  affembly,  and  in  the  affembly  among 
themfelves,  viz.  *  44  Two  general  affemblies 
44  have  been  held,  and  with  fuch  concord  and 


*  The  folio  win  a  is  Abbe  Raynal’s  reflection  upon  the  ftate 
of  Penfyl vanla  at  this  time  :  “  Here  it  is  chat  the  mind  rolls 
“  with  pleafure  upon  modem  hi  (lory,  and  feels  fome  kind 
<c  of  compeofation  for  the  difguft,  horror  or  melancholy 
“  which  die  whole  of  it,  but  particularly  the  European  fet- 
“  tlemeuts  in  America  infpires.” 


44  difpatch. 
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“  difpatch,  that  they  fat  but  three  weeks,  and  c  H  a  p. 
“  at  leaft  feventy  laws  were  palfed  without  one  xxvm. 
“  diffent  in  any  material  thing.  c  I  cannot  for-  — J 
“  get  their  fingular  refpeft  to  me  in  this  in-  l68z* 

“  fancy  of  the  ltate,  who  at  their  own  private 
“  expenfe  fo  early  confidered  mine  for  the  pub- 
“  lie,  as  to  prefent  me  with  an  import  on  cer- 
“  tain  goods  imported  and  exported,  which  after 
“  my  acknowledgment  of  their  affeftion  I  did 
“  as  freely  remit  to  the  province  and  the  traders 
“  to  it.” 

The  conftitution  and  laws  being  fixed  and  Conftituti- 
eftablilhed  by  the  unanimous  fuffrages  of  the  vernment.' 
people’s  reprefentatives  in  an  unbiafled  alfembly  ; 
in  order  to  preferve  the  future  artemblies  equally 
free  and  uncorrupt ;  it  was  ordained  that  elec¬ 
tions  (hould  be  annual,  and  the  votes  given  by 
ballot ;  that  the  voices  of  the  ele&ors  might  be 
given  of  free  choice,  without  the  poflibility  of 
being  detefted,  in  order  to  remove  every  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  undue  influence.  f  William  Penn’s  next 
care  was  to  eftablifh  magiftrates  and  tribunals 
in  every  *  county  with  proper  officers,  &c. 
where  the  courts  were  held  every  two  months  court*  ef 
for  the  execution  of  the  laws,  the  adminirtration 
of  juftice,  and  prefervation  of  property.  But 
in  order  to  prevent  the  expenfe  and  vexation 
of  lawfuits  as  much  as  poffible,  which  in  other 
rtates,  through  the  management  of  the  practi¬ 
tioners,  are  generally  a  gulf  that  fwallows  up  the 

e  Penn’s  works,  fo.  p.  612. 

1  Raynal,  William  Penn,  Guthrie. 

*  The  planted  part  of  the  province  at  this  time  was  di¬ 
vided  into  fix  counties,  Philadelphia*  Lucks,  Chefler,  New- 
caftle,  Kent  and  Suffex. 
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Arbitrators 
to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by 
every  coun¬ 
ty  court. 


Orphan’s 

court. 


property  they  fhould  defend,  and  are  a  grievance 
inftead  of  protection  ;  he  ordained  that  three 
arbitrators  fhould  be  appointed  by  every  county 
court  to  hear  and  end  differences  between  their 
neighbours  in  an  amicable,  impartial  and  unex- 
penfive  way.  And  judging  it  more  eligible  to 
prevent  crimes  than  to  punifh  them,  his  laws 
were  directed  to  put  a  Hop  to  them  in  their  very 
fources,  poverty  and  idlenefs  :  it  was  enacted, 
that  every  child  of  twelve  years  old  fhould  be 
obliged  to  learn  forne  trade  or  profeff  on,  what¬ 
ever  his  condition  might  be.  No  clafs  of  his 
people  efcaped  the  attention  of  his  fpirit  of 
univerfal  benevolence,  which  incited  him  to 
patronize  and  affift  them  all,  and  efpecially  thofe 
who  flood  moft  in  need  of  alliftance.  He  in- 
ftituted  a  particular  and  diftinct  court  in  each 
county,  called  the  orphan’s  court,  to  meet 
twice  a  year,  for  the  purpofe  of  infpeCting  and 
regulating  the  affairs  of  orphans .  and  widows, 
and  afforded  them  its  patronage  and  protec¬ 
tion. 

Such  inflitutions,  evidently  calculated  for  the 
happinefs  and  profperity  of  mankind,  quickly 
drew  numbers  of  frefh  adventurers  from  different 
parts  to  participate  in  the  advantages  of  this 
juft  and  equal  government,  fo  that  its  progrefs 
in  cultivation  and  population  was  rapid,  almoft 
beyond  example.  “  Penfylvania,”  fays  Ray- 
nal,  “  without  either  wars,  or  conquefts,  or 
tc  ftruggles,  or  any  of  thofe  revolutions  which 
attract  the  eyes  of  the  vulgar,  foon  became 
an  object  fit  to  excite  the  admiration  of  the 
whole  univerfe.  Its  neighbours,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  favage  ftate,  were  foftened  by 
the  fweetnefs  of  its  manners  ;  and  diftant  na- 

“  tions. 
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<c  tions,  notwithftanding  their  corruption,  paid  chap. 

homage  to  its  virtues.”  xxvm. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  I  have  digreflfed 
too  far,  and  am  making  a  tranfition  to  a  politi-  i682‘ 
cal  hiitory  by  dwelling  too  long  on  this  fubjedt  : 

The  humane  mind  mull  delight  to  dwell  with 
fatisfadion  on  a  fubjed  which  is  both  honourable 
and  beneficial  to  humanity  ;  nor  is  it  foreign  to 
my  purpofe  to  delineate  examples  of  virtue  in 
public  or  private  life ;  in  the  latter  it  promotes 
the  happinefs  of  the  individual,  but  in  the  for¬ 
mer  that  of  the  community  at  large  ;  and  it  is 
to  be  regretted,  the  Hate  of  mankind,  even  of 
the  profelfors  of  chrillianity,  is  fuch,  that  hiitory 
in  general  prefents  us  with  too  few  fuch  worthy 
public-fpirited  characters. 

William  Penn’s  legillation  is  generally  ad¬ 
mired,  while  the  religion  which  he  profefied  is 
too  generally  treated  with  contempt  ;  and  yet  it 
appears  too  me,  that  this  defpifed  religion  chiefly 
contributed  to  the  formation  of  the  excellent 
legiflator.  His  natural  and  acquired  abilities 
were  very  confiderable,  his  underltanding  clear 
and  his  judgment  found;  yet  in  thefe  qualifica¬ 
tions,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  many  politicians 
have  equalled  or  furpafled  him ;  but  having 
been  induced,  in  purfuit  of  truth,  and  peace  of 
mind,  to  difregard  the  opinion  of  the  world, 
and  attach  himfelf  to  a  body  of  people  defpifed 
and  ridiculed  by  it,  becaufe  he  thought  he  found 
the  elfence  of  pure  religion  in  dodtrine  and  prac¬ 
tice  maintained  ainonglt  them,  he  gradually  ex¬ 
perienced  his  heart  regulated,  and  all  the  irre¬ 
gularity  of  the  paflions  and  affedtions,  which 
produce  diforder  and  dilcord,  fubdued  by  the 
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chap,  power  of  this  inward  principle,  which  convinceth 
xxvi  11.  0y  evy.  ancj  being  illuminated  thereby  to  keep 
v  ^ — '  in  view  a  higher  object  than  the  praife  of  men 
1 5^2.  or  worldly  fplendor,  I  believe  his  principal  aim 
was  in  all  his  actions  and  proceedings  to  ftand 
approved  of  his  Maker,  and  to  act  in  all  refpects 
as  in  his  fight.  In  this  refined  ftate  of  mind, 
avarice,  ambition,  arrogance  and  wrath,  (thofe 
corrupt  fources  of  human  action)  have  no  in¬ 
fluence  or  dominion  over  the  man ;  but  con- 
fidering  himfelf  as  the  minifter  of  God  for 
good,  his  integrity,  juftice  and  benevolence  are 
only  bounded  by  the  extent  of  his  power  to  do 
good;  and  the  fuperior  advantages  in  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  government  of  William  Penn  fecm 
to  refult  from  this,  that  whilft  moft  others  eftabiifh 
a  religion  conformable  to  human  prudence  or  to 
the  maxims  of  their  policy,  he  made  religion  the 
rule  and  bafis  of  his  political  regulations. 

Furthermore,  from  the  analogy  between  feveral 
of  the  inflitutions  of  his  government  and  thofe 
of  the  difcipline  of  his  friends,  it  appears  that 
his  religious  profeiT.on  influenced  him  in  his 
legislative  capacity  ;  their  firft  concern  being  to 
take  care  of  the  poor,  of  widows  and  orphans, 
to  difcourage  vice  and  immorality,  to  prohibit 
lawfuits  among  themfelves,  and  to  difcoun- 
tenance  their  members  in  going  to  law  unne- 
ceffarily  with  others,  to  promote  peace  and  pre¬ 
vent  differences  as  far  as  in  their  power ;  and 
if  any  arife  amongft  them  relating  to  matters 
of  propertv,  they  are  not  to  go  to  law,  but 
refer  the  difference  to  arbitrators  indifferently 
chofen  or  appointed  from  amongft  them¬ 
felves. 
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The  purity  of  his  religion  is  further  mani-C  h  a  p. 
felled  herein,  that  in  the  greatell  honour  of  his  xxviii. 
public  Ration  he  retained  the  meeknefs  and 
humility  of  the  private  ChriRian,  and  that  he  l6'32' 
looked  upon  his  acquifition  of  this  province 
chiefly  as  a  gift  of  Divine  Providence  placing 
him  in  a  capacity  to  promote  the  prefent  and 
future  happinefs  of  many  people  ;  and  that  he 
directed  his  power  to  thefe  beneficial  purpofes 
more  than  to  the  advancement  of  himfelf  or  his 
family  in  wealth  or  grandeur,  is  apparent 
from  the  following  lines  addrefled  by  him  about 
this  time  to  a  perfon  who  had  made  fome  invi¬ 
dious  and  unmerited  reflections  upon  him  : 


44  My  Old  Friend, 

-  “  I  could  fpeak  largely  of  God’s 

44  dealings  with  me  in  getting  this  thing :  what 
44  an  inward  exercife  of  faith  and  patience  it 
44  coR  me  in  palling.  The  travail  was  mine, 
44  as  well  as  the  debt  and  colt,  through  the 
44  envy  of  many,  both  profefiors,  falfe  friends, 
44  and  profane  :  My  God  hath  given  it  me  in 
44  the  face  of  the  world,  and  it  is  to  hold  it  in 
44  true  judgment,  as  a  reward  of  my  fufferings  ; 
“  and  that  is  feen  here,  whatever  fome  defpilers 
44  may  fay  or  think :  the  place  God  hath  given 
44  me,  and  I  never  felt  judgment  for  the  power 
44  I  kept,  but  trouble  for  what  I  parted  with. 
44  It  is  more  than  a  worldly  title  or  patent  that 
44  hath  clothed  me  in  this  place. — Keep  thy 
44  place :  I  am  in  mine,  and  have  ferved  the 
44  God  of  the  whole  earth  fincc  I  have  been  in 

44  it: 
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c  h  a  p. cc  it :  nor  am  I  fitting  down  in  a  greatnefs  that 
xxviii.  “  I  have  denied. — I  am  day  and  night  fpending 
“  my  life,  my  time,  my  money,  and  am  not 
1682.  a  fix-pence  enriched  by  this  greatnefs :  colls  in 
“  getting,  fettling,  tranfportation,  and  main- 
“  tenance,  now  in  a  public  manner  at  my  own 
££  charge,  duly  conlidered  ;  to  fay  nothing  of  my 
£e  hazard,  and  the  dillance  I  am  at  from  a  con- 
“  fiderable  ellate,  and,  which  is  more,  my  dear 
“  wife  and  poor  children. 

££  Well  1 — the  Lord  is  a  God  of  righteous 
“  judgment.  Had  I  fought  greatnefs  I  had 
“  flayed  at  home,  where  the  difference  between 
££  what  I  am  here,  and  was  offered  and  could 
£C  have  been  there,  in  pov/er  and  wealth,  is  as 
££  wide  as  the  places  are :  No,  I  came  for  the 
££  Lord’s  fake,  and  therefore  have  I  Hood  to 
££  this  day,  well  and  diligent  and  fuccefsful, 
££  blelfed  be  his  power. — Nor  fhall  I  trouble  my- 
££  felf  to  tell  thee  what  I  am  to  the  people  of 
££  this  place,  in  travails,  watchings,  fpendings, 
<£  and  my  fervants  every  way,  freely,  (not  like 
££  a  feifilh  man)  I  have  many  witnelfes.  To 
s£  conclude,  it  is  now  in  friends  hands ;  through 
££  my  travail,  faith  and  patience  it  came.  Jf 
££  friends  here  keep  to  God ,  and  in  the  jujlice , 
££  mercy ,  equity  and  fear  of  the  Lord ,  their  ene- 
££  jnies  will  be  their  footfiool ;  if  not ,  their  heirs 
££  and  my  heirs  too  will  lofe  all ,  and  deflation 
££  will  follow  ;  *  but  blelfed  be  the  Lord  we  are 
££  well,  and  live  in  the  dear  love  of  God,  and 
££  the  fellowlhip  of  his  tender  heavenly  fpirit; 

*  This  remarkable  prediction  hath  been  fully  veri¬ 
fied. 

££  and 
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“  and  our  faith  is,  for  ourfelves  and  one  ano-c  hap. 
“  ther,  that  the  Lord  will  be  with  us  a  king  xxvm. 
“  and  a  counfellor  for  ever. 

16S2, 

“  Thy  ancient,  though  grieved  friend, 

“  William  Penn. 

“  Chefter,  5th  of  the 
“  1 2th  mo,  1682.” 


■■  *+  ^ 


CHAP.  XXIX. 


A  temporary  Meeting-houfe  erefted. —  'Philadelphia 
laid,  out  and  begun  to  be  built. — Men’s  and 
Women’s  Meetings  ejlablifhed. — Their  Care  for 
The  Poor. — George  Fox’s  Epijlle  to  Friends  of 
Penfylvania. — John  Burnyeat’s  Epijlle  to  the 
fame. — Account  and  Character  of  John  Thomas , 

Francis  Whitewell ,  Thomas  Langhorn  and  Wil- 
liam  Gibfcn. — William  Penn  returns  to  England. 

T  HE  firfl  fettlers  of  this  province  were  parti- c  H  a  p, 
cularly  careful  to  keep  up  their  meetings  in  the  xxix. 
houfes  of  the  inhabitants,  till  they  got  a  tempo- ' — 
rary  meeting-houfe  ere&ed  of  boards,  near  the  l682- 
banks  of  the  Delaware,  where  their  capital  city  ^ 
was  defigned  to  be  built;  and  as  they  were houlc efea- 
nearly  united  in  brotherly  affe&ion  to  each  bird., 
other,  their  meetings  were  held  and  condu&ed 
to  their  mutual  confolation  and  edification.  In 
Vol.  III.  K  their 
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chap,  their  intervals  they  were  aihftant  to  each  other 
XXIX*  in  building  fmall  houfes  for  their  prefent  refi- 
dence,  moftly  by  the  fide  of  the  Delaware,  till 
1682.  their  ability  and  leifure  might  enable  them  to 
build  more  comfortable  and  fubftantial  habita¬ 
tions. 

^huiaid  This  vras  the  beginning  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
oaTandbe-  delphia,  a  city,  which  for  convenience  of  fitu- 
sunto  be  ation  (between  the  navigable  rivers  Delaware 
and  Schuylkill),  uniformity  of  defign,  and  the 
regularity  of  its  plan,  remains  a  lading  monu¬ 
ment  of  the  abilities  of  the  founder,  and  his 
rmremitted  attention  to  the  convenience,  fatis- 
facKon  and  mtereft  of  the  colony.  The  very 
.name  feems  to  have  been  adopted  from  the  ge¬ 
nerous  view  of  reminding  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fatisfacKon  and  advantage  of  cultivating  amity, 
and  a  mutual  good  underftanding  between 
themfelves,  which  they  continued  long  to  che- 
rifh,  to  a  degree  fufficient  to  obtain  the  honour¬ 
able  teftimony  of  fundry  authors  in  their  com¬ 
mendation. 

Men's  and  Some  little  time  after  their  eftabli flung  a 
women's  meeting  of  worfhlp,  William  Penn  and  his 
e/iaiuled.  friends,  from  experience  of  the  fervice  and  be¬ 
nefit  thereof  in  thofe  parts  from  which  they  had 
removed,  determined  to  fet  about  the  eftablhh. 
ment  of  men’s  and  women’s  meetings,  after 
the  model  of  thofe  in  England.  The  fxrft 
monthly  meeting  of  this  kind  fixed  in  and  about 
Philadelphia  (to  which  the  meeting  at  Schacka- 
maxon  was  now  joined,  and  Pinepoint  to  New¬ 
ton)  was  held  there  the  9th  day  of  the  1  ith 
month  this  year.  They  agreed  that  the  firft 
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third  day  in  every  month  Ihould  be  the  day  fore  h  a  p. 
holding  the  monthly  meeting  in  future  for  the  xxix. 
city  and  county,  and  that  every  third  meeting 
Ihould  be  the  quarterly  meeting  for  the  fame.  i63z. 

They  proceeded  next  to  the  confideration  of 
a  fuitable  place  to  build  a  meeting-houfe,  and 
the  plan  upon  which  it  Ihould  be  built ;  the 
expenfe  whereof  it  was  agreed  Ihould  be  de¬ 
frayed  by  friends  of  the  city :  And  whereas  it  Their  care 
was  not  improbable  but  fome  individuals  might  ^'piy01" 
be  reduced  to  want  through  ficknefs,  the  lofs  their  =*i- 
of  their  parents  or  relations,  or  the  expenfes  ?cncie'- 
attendant  on  fo  diftant  a  removal  and  new  fet- 
tlement,  their  next  care  was  to  provide  for 
the  prefent  fupply  of  the  exigencies  of  fuch,  if 
fuch  Ihould  be  found,  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
monthly  meeting. 

This  year  George,  Fox  whofe  care  was  anxi- 
oufly  exercifed  over  his  friends  for  their  good 
in  every  quarter  of  the  world  where  they  had 
fixed  their  refidence,  wrote  an  epiftle  to  friends  g.  Fox 
in  this  province  and  the  adjacent  provinces,  7r?ai’ 
advifing  them  to  liberality,  juftice,  and  open  ho-  fr>end‘of 
nelly  in  all  affairs  of  commerce  which  they  might  n ™  1  w 
be  engaged  in.  Not  to  let  avarice  tempt  them 
to  take  advantage  of  the  circumftances  of  the 
times,  or  the  necelfity  of  thofe  with  whom  they 
dealt,  by  enhancing  their  gain  in  exorbitant 
profits  when  provifions  were  fcarce,  but  rather 
ferve  their  neighbours  by  felling  on  moderate 
terms.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  prices 
were  too  low  to  give  a  profit  equal  to  the  necef- 
fary  occafions  of  the  proprietors,  that  they 
Ihould  purchafe  at  an  advanced  rate,  letting 
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c  h  a  p.  their  moderation  appear,  and  joining  charity 
XXIX-  with  juftice ;  and  having  an  eye  more  to  the 
'  public  good  than  private  intereft,  might  be  the 
1682  means  to  procure  themfelves  the  divine  blefling 
upon  their  endeavours,  and  be  of  a  good  re¬ 
port  among  their  neighbours.  That  as  juftice 
and  open  fair  dealing  procured  them  reputation, 
and  caufed  them  an  increafe  of  trade,  when 
riches  thereby  increafed,  to  be  ware  of  fetting 
their  hearts  upon  them,  left  they  fhould  lofe  the 
image  of  God,  wherein  the  dominion  over  the 
creatures  is  retained.  He  cautions  them  againft 
extending  in  trade  beyond  their  capitals  and 
abilities  to  manage,  w'ith  reputation  and  juftice 
to  all  men.  To  circumfcribe  themfelves  within 
fuch  limits,  as  that  they  might  be  punctual  to  all 
their  engagements,  and  pay  every  one  his  due 
in  due  time.  He  further  cautions  them  not  to 
let  out  their  defires  after  extenftve  pofleflions 
and  greatnefs  in  the  world,  left  they  fhould  be 
abforbed  in  the  incumbrances  thereof ;  like  the 
fool  who  had  gotten  much-,  and  his  barns  being 
too  little,  would  build  bigger,  and  then  his 
heart  fhould  be  at  reft,  but  did  not  live  to  fee 
the  end  of  his  hope,  and  was  foon  deprived  oF 
all  his  pofleflions. 

And  as  friends  were,  feveral  of  them,  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  like  to  be  advanced  into  places  of 
truft  in  government,  and  into  the  office  of  ma- 
giftrates,  he  exhorts  them  earneftly  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  juftice,  righteoufnefs,  fidelity  and  mercy 
in  the  difcharge  of  their  truft,  quoting  abun¬ 
dance  of  exhortations  from  fcripture,  descriptive 
of  the  various  duties  of  magiflratfes,  and  recom¬ 
mending  them  to  their  perufal  and  obferva- 
tion. 


At 
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At  the  fame  time  John-  Burnyeat  wrote  alfo  chap. 
to  thefe  provinces,  by  defire  of  the  yearly  meet-  xxix. 
ing  of  London,  giving  them  a  fatisfa&ory  ac-  v-“v — ' 
count  of  the  ftate  of  faid  meeting,  and  of  their  l682, 
receiving  epiftles  from  friends  in  feveral  foreign 
parts,  defiring  them  alfo,  on  behalf  of  the  tie¬ 
meeting,  to  write  to  the  faid  meeting  an  ac¬ 
count  of  their  ftate,  the  profperity  of  religion 
amongfl  them,  and  the  circumftances  of  the 
affairs  of  the  fociety  in  their  feveral  provinces, 
from  their  refpeftive  yearly  or  half-year’s  meet¬ 
ings,  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  enfuing  yearly  meeting  in  London, 
which  defire  was  complied  with,  and  an  an¬ 
nual  correfpondence  between  thefe  colonies  and 
the  yearly  meeting  hath  been  continued  thence¬ 
forward,  and  is  continued  ftill. 

In  this  year  died  John  Thomas  of  Gwynedd  in  A“°“nt 
Penfylvania,  who  had  removed  thither  with  ter  of  John 
feveral  others  of  his  countrymen,  from  Larth- Thonias- 
guin  in  Merionetliftfire,  whofe  character  Hugh 
Roberts,  his  friend,  acquaintance  and  country¬ 
man,  hath  drawn,  to  the  following  purport : 

He  was  a  man  diftinguifhed  above  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  his  neighbours  in  his  native  country, 
for  the  folidity  of  his  underftanding  and  excel¬ 
lency  of  his  natural  parts.  In  the  year  1672 
he  was  convinced  of  the  principles  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  called  Quakers,  and  this  being  a  time  of  hot 
perfecution,  proved  the  fincerity  of  his  motives 
for  joining  them  in  fociety  ;  for  immediately 
upon  his  firft  ippnvincement  he  had  his  Ihare  of 
the  fufferings  ra  which  the  people  whofe  profef- 
fion  he  had  auopted  were  expofed.  The  two 
firft  meetings  he  was  at  he  was  informed  'againft 
and  fined,  and  for  thefe  two  fines,  which  could 

not 
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chap,  not  legally  exceed  15s.  the  informers  took  from 
xxix.  him  two  oxen  and  an  horfe,  and  returned  no- 
thing  back.  But  he  feemed  to  feel  lefs  for  his 
1682.  own  fufferings  than  thofe  of  his  poor  friends, 
infomuch  that  he  hazarded  the  lofs  of  his  own 
eflate  to  fave  them  and  theirs ;  for  the  princi¬ 
pal  informer,  a  fubtle  man,  and  intent  upon  his 
prey,  perceiving  a  reludtance  in  the  high  and 
petty  conftables  to  execute  the  warrants  to  the 
injury  or  ruin  of  their  peaceable  neighbours, 
had  formed  a  projedt  to  get  himfelf  appointed 
high  conftable,  in  order  to  make  his  gains  fure, 
and  expedite  the  impoverifhing  or  ruining  of 
friends  in  their  eflates ;  and  mod  of  the  ma- 
giflrates  of  this  age  being  too  propenfe  to  give 
encouragement  to  the  vileft  characters,  and  in- 
veft  them  with  power  to  do  mifchief  to  diffen- 
ters,  which  virtuous  perfons  would  not,  gave 
this  man  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  his  application. 
John  Thomas,  hearing  of  his  defign,  and  fore- 
feeing  the  great  lofs  and  diftrefs  likely  to  accrue 
to  friends  thereby,  applied  himfelf  to  one  of 
the  more  moderate  juftices,  and  requelled  he 
might  be  accepted  for  that  office,  wrhich  was 
granted.  The  informer  upon  this  continued  his 
informations  againfl  friends,  and  procured  war¬ 
rant  after  warrant  for  diflraints,  which  he 
brought  to  the  high  conflable  to  execute,  but 
he  being  principled  againfl  it,  told  the  informer 
he  was  refponfible,  and  kept  the  warrants  by 
him  till  they  had  got  nine,  expecting  at  the 
fame  time  to  be  profecuted  by  the  informer,  to 
his  great  lofs  or  ruin  in  his  outward  circum- 
flances ;  but  Divine  Providence,  who  directs 
the  actions  of  men  to  his  own  wife  purpofes, 
refcued  him  from  the  impending  fuffering,  for 

now 
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cow  the  Hag’s  declaration  for  liberty  of  con- c  hap. 
frience  pat  a  flop  to  the  power  and  office  of  xxjx. 
thofe  informers.  ' — 

Being  faithful,  after  fome  time  lie  received  a  s6g2* 
gift  in  the  mmiftry,  in  the  exercife  whereof  he 
became  very  ferviceable  amongft  his  friends  in 
his  native  country,  by  whom  he  was  greatly 
refpected  and  beloved  during  his  residence 
amongft  them.  At  what  time  he  removed  to 
America  doth  not  appear,  but  it  is  moft  pro¬ 
bable  in  the  emigration  of  iaft  year,  and  that 
he  did  not  long  furvive  his  removal.  His  fick- 
nefs  was  tedious,  but  the  weaknefs  of  his  body 
did  not  dimiiuih  the  llrength  of  his  love  to 
pure  religion,  or  to  the  profperity  of  his  friends 
and  family  therein,  to  whom  he  imparted  many 
lively  exhortations,  during  his  indifpofition,  to 
religious  care  of  their  conduct  in  fidelity  to 
God  and  man.  A  little  before  his  departure  he 
faid  to  fome  friends  prefent,  44  Friends,  wait 
44  upon  the  Lord,  for  he  is  near and  then 
exprefied  his  refignation  in  this  ejaculation : 

44  Bleifed  be  thy  name.  Lord  God  everlafting, 

44  thy  will  be  done  in  earth  as  it  is  done  in 
44  heaven.”  In  this  refigned  temper  he  calmly 
took  his  leave  of  his  friends  prefent,  giving  his 
hand  to  them  one  by  one,  and  in  an  heavenly 
frame  of  mind  departed  this  life  the  3d  day  of 
the  3d  month,  1683. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year  Francis  ,^84- 
Whitewell  departed  this  life,  w'ho  befides  his  wiuuweii. 
fervices  in  the  government,  being  one  of  the 
proprietor’s  council,  was  alfo  very  ferviceable  in 
a  religious  capacity,  being  an  approved  minifler 
amongft  his  brethren,  and  a  ufeful  member  of 
fociety  in  other  refpe&s.  William  Darvel  was 

chofen 
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chap.  chofen  to  fupply  his  place  as  counfellor  for  Kent 
XXIX‘  County. 


1684. 


Account 
and  charac- 


Bucks  County  began  now  to  increafe  in  fet- 
tlements,  and  to  extend  back  into  the  country, 
the  earlier  fettlers  having  generally  chofen  to 
fix  their  refidence  along  the  fide  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  both  for  the  convenience  of  the  river, 
and  the  neighbourhood  of  friends  in  Weft  Jer- 
fey.  They  were  already  fettled  about  as  far 
back  as  Middletown,  at  which  place  a  monthly 
meeting  had  been  lately  eftablifhed.  The  firft 
of  that  kind  there  was  held  at  the  houfe  of 
Nicholas  Wain,  the  ift  day  of  the  11th  month 
laft  year  ;  and  feveral  friends  from  Europe  con¬ 
tinuing  to  remove  to  this  province,  and  fettle  in 
thefe  parts,  this  neighbourhood  foon  became 
well  improved.  Amongft  the  reft  Thomas 
ter*  of  Tito-  Langhorn  from  Weftmoreland,  with  feveral 
hornLang”  ot^er  friends  from  that  county,  landing  in  this 
colony,  retired  up  hither  to  fettle,  and  proved 
a  valuable  acquifition  to  this  part  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  being  men  inured  to  induftry,  and  ac- 
cuftomed  to  agriculture :  And  fome  of  them 
being  men  experienced  in  the  work  of  religion 
and  the  difcipline  of  the  church,  were  well  qua¬ 
lified  for  ferviceable  members  of  religious  foci- 
ety,  efpecially  Thomas  Langhorn,  a  man  high 
in  the  efteem  of  his  friends  in  his  native  coun¬ 
try,  for  his  religious  labours  and  fervices 
amongft  them,  to  which  they  bore  ample  tefti- 
mony  in  the  certificate  they  gave  him  upon  his 
removal  to  America ;  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  motive  to  this  change  of  refidence  was 
of  a  more  refined  nature  than  a  defire  to  move 
in  a  confpicuous  fphere  of  life,  or  to  acquire 
property,  “  for,”  they  fay,  “  God  hath  made 
•  '  “  him 
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“  him  an  inftrument  in  his  hand,  for  the  help  c  H  4  ?• 
“  and  comfort  of  many,  and  for  the  fervice  of  XXIX* 

“  truth  in  the  church  of  Chrift.  An  elder  that  '  ' 

hath  ruled  well,  and  is  worthy  of  honour,  1 
“  who  in  his  own  country  hath  a  large  {hare, 

“  that  he  need  not  covet  the  enlargement 
“  thereof  elfewhere  ;  and  for  outward  pofl'ef- 
“  fions,  God  hath  given  that  plenty,  and  do- 
“  minion  over  them  in  the  divine  life  wherein 
“  the  blefling  is  obtained,  to  true  content,  fo 
“  that  the  glory  or  riches  of  this  world  he 
“  hath  no  occafion  to  covet  after.”  It  was  a 
religious  concern  of  mind,  and  an  inward  per- 
fuafion  of  its  being  now  his  proper  place  to 
fettle  in,  that  induced  him  to  remove  with  his 
family  hither,  as  the  place  affigned  for  his  fu¬ 
ture  minifterial  labour,  to  promote  amongft  the 
new  fettlers  (befides  a  fpirit  of  induftry  in  cul¬ 
tivating  their  plantations)  an  inward  exercife  in 
the  cultivation  of  religious  difpofitions,  by  the 
help  of  that  meafure  of  grace  of  which  they 
were  refpeftively  partakers,  which  produceth  a 
life  and  converfation  adorned  with  the  uniform 
practice  of  piety  and  moral  virtue.  He  did  not 
iurvive  his  arrival  very  long.  Having  purchafed 
a  plantation,  and  made  fome  improvement  on 
it,  in  a  few  years  after  he  was  removed  from 
works  to  rewards,  yet  lived  long  enough  amongft 
them  to  make  his  lofs  fenfibly  felt,  being  here 
alfo  greatly  beloved  and  efteemed  by  his  friends 
and  neighbours. 

And  now  William  Penn  having  fpent  about  w.pcnn 
two  years  in  his  province  of  Penfylvania,  and 
having  fettled  this  infant  colony  in  a  thriving 
profperous  condition,  returned  to  England  fome 
months  before  the  death  of  King  Charles  the 
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€  h  a  p.  fecond,  the  period  at  which  I  dropped  the  Mf~ 
xxir.  toiy  of  this  people  in  England,  and  which  I 
now  reftrme. 


1684- 

El&ofWiI- 
Biaa  G2>- 


2684,  William  Gfbfon  of  London,  an  eminent 
mmiifer,  and  member  of  this  fociety,  fauihed  an 
nfefol  and  profitable  life  in  the  courfe  of  this 
year,  in  whofe  ccnverhon  there  was  fomething 
peculiarly  remarkable.  He  was  bora  at  Caton 
in  Lancaihire  about  the  year  1629,  and  during 
the  civil  wars  inlified  as  a  foldier.  Being  in 
garrifon  at  Carlifle,  and  hearing  that  a  Quaker 
preacher  had  appointed  a  meeting  in  that  city, 
he,  m  concert  with  three  of  his  comrades,  made 
an  agreement  to  go  to  the  meeting,  with  a  de- 
fign  to  infult  and  abofe  the  preacher;  but  Wil¬ 
iam  Gibfon  coming  thither  before  his  confe¬ 
derates^  and  the  friend,  who  was  Thomas 
Holmes,  being  in  the  courfe  of  his  miniflry,  it 
was  attended  with  fitch  demenitration  of  power, 
as  gfmoil  immediately  wrought-  an  effectual 
change  in  William’s  difpofition,  for  he  was  fo 
affected  therewith,  that  inftead  of  executing  his 
intended  purpofe,  he  (lepped  up  near  to  the 
friend  to  protect  him  from  infult  or  abufe,  if 
offered  by  any  other.  From  that  time  he  fre¬ 
quented  the  meetings  of  this  fociety,  and  foon 
after  quitted  his  military  engagements,  and  em¬ 
ployed  himfelf  in  the  occupation  of  a  fhoe- 
maker ;  waiting  upon  God  in  filence,  under  the 
refining  operation  of  his  faring  grace  for  about 
the  fpace  of  three  years  :  He  afterwards  re¬ 
ceived  a  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel  to  preach  to 
others.  In  the  year  1 662  he  married,  and  fet¬ 
tled  in  the  precincts  of  Sankev  meeting,  near 
Warrington.  He  was  a  very  feryiceable  man  in 
that  country  while  refident  there,  his  doctrine 
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being  effe&ual  to  the  convincement  of 
and  to  the  confirmation  of  many  others  in  the 
truth,  which  he  recommended  in  the  authority 
of  the  gofpel ;  fo  that  when  he  removed  from 
thence  he  left  a  good  report  and  impreffions  of 
affectionate  refpeCt  to  his  memory. 

It  fell  to  his  lot  with  his  brethren  to  fuffer 
perfecution  for  his  teftimony,  in  divers  impri- 
fonments,  in  perfonal  abufes,  and  in  lofs  of  fub- 
ftance  by  various  diftraints.  In  the  year  1 660, 
at  a  meeting  at  Hinton  in  Herefordlhire,  many 
rude  people  and  foldiers  rufhing  in,  pulled  out 
thofe  that  were  met,  and  meeting  William  Gib- 
fon  in  the  ftreet,  juft  come  to  town  on  horfe- 
back,  thronged  about  him.  He  told  them  that 
be  came  in  love  to  their  fouls ,  and  as  he  rode 


fome,  chap. 
xxix. 
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along  exhorted  them  to  repentance;  when  a 
rude  fellow  beat  him  and  his  horfe  unmercifully, 
after  which  they  dragged  him  about  in  the  dirt, 
and  kept  him  with  the  reft  under  a  guard  all 
night,  and  next  day  fent  two  men  to  conduct 
them  to  Juftice  Blagny,  charging  them  with 
holding  an  unlawful  affembly,  and  breaking  the 
king’s  peace :  But  the  juftice  being  of  a  diffe¬ 
rent  difpofition  from  the  generality  of  thofe  of 
that  age,  judicious,  reafonable  and  difpafiionate, 
remarked,  That  it  was  not  probable  they  could  be 
dangerous  perfons  or  peace  breakers ,  who,  being 
twenty-three  in  number ,  were  brought  to  him 
with  only  two  men  to  guard  them ,  and  fo  civilly 
difmiffed  them. 

In  the  4th  month,  1661,  being  on  the 
road  near  Stanton  in  Shropfiiire,  he  was 
taken  by  a  party  of  foldiers,  and  with  twenty- 

three 
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chap,  three  of  his  friends,  whom  they  had  taken  at 
xxix.  feveral  places,  fent  to  prifon,  whence  in  a  fhort 
v — time  they  were  efcorted  eight  miles  to  the  af- 
l684-  fizes,  and  there  difcharged,  all  but  William 
Gibfon,  whom  the  judge  recommitted,  and  he 
remained  in  prifon  a  confiderable  time,  where 
he  was  treated  with  great  cruelty  by  the  keeper, 
who  would  not  permit  his  food  to  be  taken  to 
him,  but  he  was  obliged  to  draw  it  up  by  a 
rope.  The  keeper  alfo  threw  him  down  a  pair 
of  (lone  (lairs,  whereby  his  body  was  greatly 
bruifed,  and  beat  him  to  that  degree  that  he  was 
fick  near  fix  months. 

Afterwards  he  travelled  fouthward  on  a  reli¬ 
gious  vifit  to  his  friends  and  others  in  the  work 
of  the  minidry,  and  was  again  imprifoned  at 
Maidflone  in  Kent,  where  he  was  long  confined. 
After  he  was  releafed  he  went  to  London  and 
fettled  there,  removing  his  wife  and  family  to 
that  city,  where  his  fervice  was  co'nfpicuous,  in 
a  fervent  zeal  againfl  hypocrify,  formality  and 
libertinifm,  but  in  a  drain  of  pathetic  encou¬ 
ragement  to  the  virtuous  and  religious  mind, 
being  indructed  by  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  a 
found  underdanding  to  divide  the  word  aright. 
His  circumfpeft  converfation  was  a  feal  to  his 
minidry,  and  the  example  he  fet  a  confirma¬ 
tion  to  the  doctrine  which  he  taught. 

He  employed  a  part  of  his  time  in  his  impri- 
fonment  in  writing  epidles  to  his  friends  for 
their  edification  in  righteoufnefs,  when  he  could 
not  edify  them  by  his  minidry,  as  well  as  oc- 
cafionally  at  other  times  ;  and  was  engaged  in 
fome  controverfies,  particularly  on  the  fubjedt 
of  tithes,  in  a  treatife,  intitled.  Tithes  ended  in 
Chriji ;  for  his  tedimony  againd  which  he  fre¬ 
quently 
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quently  fuffered  the  lofs  of  property.  He  wrote  chap, 
feveral  other  treatifes  ferviceable  at  the  time.  xxix. 

In  the  fore-part  of  the  year  1684.  notwith- 1 
(landing  he  was  in  a  declining  ftate  of  health,  l684- 
feeling  an  affectionate  draft  and  engagement  of 
mind  to  pay  a  religious  vifit  to  his  native  coun¬ 
try,  Lancafhire,  he  travelled  thither,  and  having 
performed  this  fervice,  he  was,  in  his  return, 
feized  with  an  ague  and  fever  at  Coventry,  yet 
he  reached  his  own  habitation  in  London,  and 
his  indifpofition  continued  upon  him  about 
three  months,  and  terminated  his  life  in  this 
world.  On  his  Tick  bed  he  exhorted  friends 
who  came  to  fee  him  to  “  faithfulnefs  and  con- 
“  fidence  in  the  Lord,  and  to  the  love  of  the 
“  brethren;”  and  teftified  againft  “  that  fpirit 
“  which  leads  out  of  the  unity  into  a  felfilh  fe- 
“  paration.”  He  left  two  fons  and  a  daughter, 
for  whofe  well-doing  he  difcovered  an  anxious 
concern,  by  the  frequent  admonitions  and  im¬ 
portant  counfels  he  inculcated  upon  them  in  the 
time  of  his  ficknefs,  like  Abraham,  command¬ 
ing  his  children  and  houfehold  after  him  to  keep 
the  way  of  the  Lord.  He  died  the  20th  of  the 
9th  month,  1684,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years, 
and  his  funeral  was  attended  by  many  hundreds 
of  friends  and  others,  from  their  refpeCt  to  his 
memory,  to  the  burial  ground  belonging  to  the 
focietv  in  Bunhill  Fields. 
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BOOK  V. 

From  the  Death  of  King  Charles  IL  to  the 
Revolution. 


CHAP.  I. 


The  Duke  of  York  afcends  the  Throve. — Fictitious 
Addrefs  of  the  People  called  Quakers. — ■ Remark 
thereupon. — Firjl  Application  of  the  People  called 
Shaker:  to  King  James. — Their  f offering  Cafe . — 
Friends  of  London  draw  up  a  more  copious  State 
of  their  Cafe  to  lay  before  Parliament. — The 
Duke  of  Monmouth  lands  in  the  We/l. — Defeat¬ 
ed ,  taken  and  executed. — R  igorous  Severity  againfl 
his  Adherents. — The  King  addreffeth  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  in  a  magi/ierial  Strain — Which  excepts  a- 
gainfl  his  difpenfing  Power. — Friends  of  London 
renew  their  Solicitations  in  favour  of  tbofe  in 
Prifosu — King's  Order  for  their  Releafe. 


Notwithstanding  the  oppoGtion  which, 

during  the  late  reign,  had  been  made  to  the  1684-5. 
fuccefiion  of  the  Duke  of  York,  and  the  dread-  The  kkc 
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chap,  ful  apprehenfion  conceived  by  many  Protef- 
i-  tants  of  that  event,  yet  immediately  after  the 
deceafe  of  his  brother  he  was  proclaimed  king, 
1 684-5.  without  the  leaft  tumult  or  fhadow  of  oppofi- 
tion.  On  the  firft  day  of  his  reign  he  aflembled 
a  council  at  W  hitehall,  in  his  fpeech  to  which 
he  difclaimed  arbitrary  principles,  promifed  his 
protection  to  the  Church  of  England  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  His  fpeech  was  printed 
and  read  with  applaufe.  He  received  congra¬ 
tulatory  addrefies  from  mod  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  many  of  them,  as  ufual,  couched  in  fer- 
vile  terms  of  adulation:  Amongft  the  reft  a 
FiAitious  fictitious  addrefs,  remarked  for  its  brevity,  un- 
the* people  couthnefs  and  blunt  familiarity  of  expreflion, 
caikd  Qua-  hath  been  by  Echard,  and  after  him  by  Hume 
and  others,  publifhed  to  the  world  for  the  ad¬ 
drefs  of  the  people  called  Quakers  to  King 
James  upon  his  acceflion,  conceived  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  terms  :  “  We  are  come  to  teftify  our 
“  forrou'  for  the  death  of  our  good  friend 
“  Charles,  and  our  joy  for  thy  being  made  our 
“  governor.  We  are  told  thou  art  not  of  the 
“  perfuafton  of  the  church  of  England  no 
‘‘  more  than  we,  wherefore  we  hope  thou  wilt 
“  grant  us  the  fame  liberty  thou  allowed  thy- 
“  l’elf.  Which  doing  we  with  thee  all  manner 
“  of  happinefs.” 

Femark  It  is  allowed  that  the  members  of  this  fociety 
(r^rcupon  ranvec[  adulation  and  infmeeritv  in  the  lift  of 

J 

vices  not  allowable  to  them  to  pra&ife ;  that 
they  were  not  in  the  cuftom  of  paying  compli¬ 
mentary  addreffes  to  any  man  ;  but  that  when 
their  Sympathetic  regard  to  the  fufferings  of 
their  friends,  or  the  diftrefiing  feelings  of  their 
cqvji,  impelled  them  to  apply  for  relief,  on 

which 
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which  occafions  chiefly  they  addreffed  their  fu-  chap. 
periors,  their  addreffes,  though  expreffed  in 
their  plain  manner,  were  comprized  in  refpeft-  Jbg-, 
ful  terms  ;  void  of  flattery,  but  not  indecent  j 
unceremonious,  but  not  uncivil. 

Immediately  on  King  James’s  acceflion  I  find 
no  account  of  their  being  in  the  number  of 
the  congratulatory  addreffers.  The  firft  addrefs 
they  prefented,  as  far  as  appears,  was  in  a  very 
different  ftyle,  on  the  like  occafion  with  thofe 
which  had  influenced  them  to  addrefs  the  fuc- 
ceflive  rulers  from  their  firft  rife.  King  Charles 
at  his  death  left  near  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
of  them  in  prifon,  on  various  fevere  profecu- 
tions  ;  and  notwithftanding  we  have  feen  peti¬ 
tion  upon  petition  prefented  to  him  for  relief, 
few  of  them  were  attended  with  beneficial  ef-  ' 
fed  ;  fo  that  a  people,  paying  a  ftrid  regard  to 
fpeaking  truth  from  the  heart,  could  hardly 
term  him  their  good  friend.  But  the  grievous 
fufferings  they  had  long  endured  with  patience, 
and  were  (till  fubje&ed  to,  induced  them,  parti¬ 
cularly  on  every  change  of  government,  to 
apply  to  the  new  rulers,  in  hopes  at  laft  to  ex¬ 
cite  them  to  commiferate  their  cafe,  and  to  yield 
them  redrefs. 

Accordingly,  about  a  month  after  this  king’s 
acceflion  to  the  throne,  George  Whitehead, 

Gilbert  I.atey  and  Alexander  Parker  waited 
upon  him  with  the  following  addrefs,  and  cafe  of 
their  friends  : 
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!•  “  To  King  James  the  Second. 

1685.  <c  The  humble  application  of  the  people  called 

Quakers. 

Firft  appii-  “  Whereas  it  has  pleafed  Almighty  God  (by 
the  people  w^om  kings  reign)  to  take  hence  the  late 
ciiied  Qua-  king  Charles  the  fecond,  and  to  preferve  thee 
king  peaceably  to  fucceed,  we,  thy  fubjedts,  heartily 
defire  that  the  giver  of  all  good  and  perfedh 
gifts  may  pleafe  to  endue  thee  with  wifdom  and 
mercy,  in  the  ufe  of  thy  great  power,  to  his 
glory,  the  king’s  honour  and  the  kingdom’s 
good.  And  it  being  our  fincere  refolution,  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  peaceable  principles  and  conver- 
fation,  (by  the  affiftance  of  Almighty  God)  to 
live  peaceably  and  honeftly,  as  becomes  true 
and  faithful  fubjecls,  under  the  king’s  govern¬ 
ment,  and  a  confcientious  people  that  truly  fear 
and  ferve  God,  we  do  humbly  hope  that  the 
king’s  tendernefs  will  appear,  and  extend  with 
his  power  to  exprefs  the  fame,  recommending 
to  his  princely  clemency  the  cafe  of  our  prefent 
fuffering  friends  hereunto  annexed. 


“To  the  King. 

“  The  aiftreffed  cafe  and  requefl  of  the  fuffering 
people  commonly  called  Quakers,  humbly 
presented. 

“  Shewing, 

Their  fuf-  “  That  according  to  accounts  lately  given, 
-nng  cafe.  akove  fourteen  hundred  of  the  faid  people,  both 

men 


» 
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men  and  women,  are  continued  prifoners  iijchap. 
England  and  Wales,  only  for  tender  confcience  i» 
toward  Almighty  God  that  made  them.  Many  ' — * — ' 
under  fentence  of  premunire,  and  many  near  1 685. 
it,  not  for  refufing  the  duty  or  fubftance  of 
allegiance  itfelf,  but  only  becaufe  they  dare  not 
J wear .  Others  under  fines  on  the  act  of  ba- 
nifhment.  Many  on  writs  of  excommunication. 

Befides  fome  hundreds  have  died  prifoners, 
many  by  means  of  this  long  imprifonment  l'mce 
the  year  1680,  (as  it  is  judged)  thereby  making 
widows  and  fatherlefs,  and  leaving  poor  inno¬ 
cent  families  defolate,  in  diftrefs  and  forrow. 

Thefe  two  hard  winters,  their  confinement  tend¬ 
ing  alfo  to  the  deftruftion  of  many  in  cold 
holes  and  jails,  their  healths  being  greatly  im¬ 
paired  thereby.  Befides  the  violence  and  wo- 
ful  fpoil  made  by  mercilefs  informers  on  the 
conventicle  aft,  upon,  many  convicted,  unfum- 
moned  and  unheard  in  their  own  defence,  both 
in  city  and  country  ;  as  alfo  on  S£ui  tarn  writs 
and  other  proceifes  for  sol.  a  month,  and  two- 
thirds  of  eftates  feized  for  the  king’,  all  tend¬ 
ing  to  the  ruin  of  trade,  hulbandry  and  induf- 
trious  families.  To  fome  not  a  bed  left,  to 
others  no  cattle  to  till  their  ground  or  give  them 
milk,  nor  corn  for  bread  or  feed,  nor  tools  to 
work  withal ;  and  all  thefe  and  other  feverities 
done  under  pretence  of  ferving  the  king  and  the 
church,  thereby  to  force  us  to  violate  our  con- 
fciences,  and  confequently  to  deftroy  our  fouls, 
which  we  are  very  tender  of,  as  we  are  of  our 
peace  with  God  and  our  own  confciences, 
though  accounted  as  fheep  for  the  [laughter. 

And  notwithftanding  all  thefe  long  fufiained 
extremities,  we  the  faid  people  do  folemnly 
L  2  profefs 
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chap,  profefs  and  declare,  in  the  fight  of  the  heart- 
L  fearcher,  that  we  have  nothing  but  good  will 
and  true  affection  to  the  king,  praying  for  his 
i685-  fafety  and  the  kingdom’s  peace.  We  have 
never  been  found  in  any  feditious  or  treafonable 
defigns,  as  being  wholly  contrary  to  our  chrif- 
tian  principles  and  holy  profefiion. 

c<  And  knowing  that  where  the  word  of  a  king 
isy  there  is  power ,  we  in  chriftian  humility,  and 
tor  Chrift’s  fake,  intreat  that  the  king  will 
pleafe  to  find  out  fome  expedient  for  our  relief 
in  thefe  cafes,  from  prifons,  fpoil  and  ruin. 

“  And  we  fhall,  as  in  chriftian  duty  bound, 
pray  God  for  the  king’s  welfare  in  this  world, 
and  his  eternal  happinefs  in  that  which  is  to 
come. 


et  London,  the  2d  of  the 
1  ft  month  called  March, 
1684-5.” 


Friends  of  Soon  after  the  friends  of  London  drew  up  a 
London  more  copious  ft  ate  of  their  cafe  and  fufferings, 
more  copf-  addreffed  to  the  king  and  both  houfes  of  par¬ 
ous  ftate  of  fiament,  wherein  they  recapitulate  their  grievous 
their  ca  e.  pufperjngS  jn  perfon  and  eftate  by  no  lefs  than 

ten  penal  laws*,  which  for  a  long  feri.es  of  years 

had 

*  The  ftatutes  whereby  this  people  fufFered  imprifonment 
and  fpoil  were  the  following,  viz. 

The  ift  Eliz.  ch.  2,  for  twelve  pence  a  Sunday  (fo  called). 

The  5th  Eliz.  ch.  25,  de  excommunicato  capiendo. 

The  23d  Eliz.  ch.  i ,  for  20I.  a  month. 

The  29th  Eliz.  ch.  6,  for  continuation. 


The 
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had  been  rigoroufly  put  in  force  againfl  them  chap. 
by  adverfe  magiflrates,  frequently  picking  out  u 
of  them,  to  gratify  a  caufelefs  enmity,  that  law 
to  profecute  them  by,  which  they  apprehended  g.  whfte- 
the  molt  opprellive,  clearly  demonftrating  thehead- 
iniquity  and  multiplied  hardfhips  to  which  they 
were  expofed,  (which  need  not  be  recited,  being 
fuch  as  have  already  been  repeatedly  recited  in 
this  work )  and  praying  relief. 

How  far  the  parliament  might  be  imprefled 
by  this  affecting  date  of  the  fulferings  of  this 
opprelfed  people,  with  fentiments  of  companion 
and  equity,  they  had  not  the  opportunity  of 
difcovering,  nor,  I  imagine,  had  even  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  fociety  an  opportunity  of  prefenting 
it  to  them  ;  for  foon  after  their  meeting  their 
proceedings  were  interrupted  by  the  news  of 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth’s  arrival  on  the  weftern  Dul  e  f 
coalt  with  three  fhips  from  Holland  :  The  par-  Monmouth 
iiament,  upon  this 'intelligence,  palfed  a  vote  ^"edftsin  the 
that  they  would  adhere  to  the  king  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  palled  a  bill  of  attainder 
againtl  the  duke,  granted  the  king  400,000!. 
for  fupprelling  the  rebellion,  and  then  the  par¬ 
liament  adjourned. 

This  adjournment  was  in  the  fourth  month, 

(June)  and  the  parliament  did  not  meet  again 
till  November.  The  furnmer  was  fpent  in 

quelling 


The  35th  Eliz.  ch.  1,  for  abjuring  the  realm  on  pain  of 
death. 

The  3d  James  I  ch.  4,  Premunire. 

The  1 3th  and  1 4th  King  Charles  II.  againft  Quakers 
Tranfportation. 

The  17th  Charles  II.  ch.  2.  againft  non-conformifts. 

The  2 2d  Charles  II.  ch.  1.  againft  feditious  conventicles. 
The  27th  Henry  VIII.  ch.  20,  for  the  recovery  of  tithes. 
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Severities 
2gainft  the 
Infurgents 


The  King 
addreffeth 
the  parlia¬ 
ment  in  a 
niagifterial 
ftrain. 


quelling  the  rebellion,  and  taking  vengeance 
rather  than  executing  juftice  upon  the  unhappy 
infurgents,  and  with  them  upon  many  who  had 
been  guilty  of  no  treafon,  and  more  who  could 
not  be  legally  convicted  of  any.  The  Duke  of 
Argyle  landed  in  Scotland,  and  endeavoured  to 
raife  a  rebellion  there  fomething  fooner  than  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth’s  landing  in  the  weft.  Both 
of  them  were  defeated,  taken  and  foon  exe¬ 
cuted  ;  and  great  numbers  of  the  followers  of 
the  latter  were  executed  without  the  form  of  a 
trial,  by  the  Earl  of  Feverfham,  and  with  fa- 
vage  wantonnefs  by  Colonel  Kirk.  Many  others 
were  tried,  but  very  unfairly,  by  the  forms  of 
law,  before  a  judge,  who  wantoned  in  cruelty, 
and  triumphed  in  the  mifery  of  the  unhappy 
victims  who  fell  under  his  hands ;  and  the  king, 
by  advancing  Jefferies  immediately  after  to  the 
officer  of  chancellor,  participated  in  his  infamy, 
and  loft  the  affection  of  his  /ubjects  to  a  great 
degree,  particularly  of  thofe  in  the  weftern 
counties. 

Upon  the  fecond  meeting  of  the  parliament, 
the  king,  elated  with  the  defeat  of  the  infur¬ 
gents,  apprehended  his  power  fo  firmly  efta- 
blifhed  as  to  bear  down  all  oppofition,  and 
feemed  determined  to  brook  none.  His  fpeech 
and  demands  were  delivered  in  a  ftrain  which 
fhewed  them  that  he  was  determined  to  be  maf- 
ter.  He  demanded  a  fupply  to  maintain  an  ad¬ 
ditional  number  of  forces.  He  informed  them 
he  had  employed  feveral  catholic  officers,  and 
that  he  had,  in  their  favour,  difpenfed  wffth  the 
law  requiring  the  teft  to  be  taken,  and  fignified 
his  refolution  neither  to  expofe  them  to  difgracc, 

nor 
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nor  himfelf  to  the  want  of  their  affiftance,  in 
cafe  of  another  rebellion. 

The  commons,  having  been  eledted  under  the 
influence  of  the  court,  were  awed  into  compli¬ 
ance  with  his  demands  in  part,  and  voted 
700, cool,  toward  the  augmentation  of  the 
army  ;  but  both  lords  and  commons  excepting 
againfl:  the  king’s  difpenfing  power,  as  they  had 
formerly  to  his  brother,  he  was  fo  piqued  that 
an  immediate  prorogation  followed,  whereby,  I 
apprehend,  the  people  called  Quakers  were  pre¬ 
vented  of  their  intention  of  laying  their  cafe 
before  the  parliament ;  at  lead  the  parliament 
had  no  time  to  attend  thereto.  But  being  ear- 
neltly  defirous  to  obtain  the  liberty  of  their  im- 
prifoned  friends,  the  friends  of  London  re¬ 
newed  their  folicitations  to  the  king  for  their 
liberation,  and  at  length  obtained  the  follow¬ 
ing  warrant  to  Sir  Robert  Sawyer,  attorney- 
general  : 
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Both  lords 
and  com¬ 
mons  except 
againft  his 
difpenfing 
power. 


Friends  of 
London  re¬ 
new  their 
folicitation 
in  favour  of 
their  impri- 
foned 
friends. 


“JAMES  R. 

44  Whereas  we  are  given  to  underftand  that  The  King’s 
44  feveral  of  our  fubjedts,  commonly  called  “heir  «- 
44  Quakers,  in  the  fchedules  hereunto  annexed. lcafc- 
44  are  either  convidted,  or  upon  procefs,  in  order 
44  to  their  convidtion  of  premunire,  for  not 
44  fwearing,  or  indidted  or  prefented  for  not 
44  coming  to  church,  or  convicted  for  the  fame, 

44  and  feveral  of  them  have  been  returned  into 
44  our  Exchequer,  and  in  charge  for  twenty 
44  pounds  per  menfem ,  according  to  the  flatutes 
44  in  that  cafe  provided,  and  fome  of  them  lie 
44  in  prifon  upon  writs  de  excommunicato  capicn- 

44  do , 
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do,  and  other  procefTes,  for  the  caufes  afore- 
faid  ;  and  we  being  willing  that  our  faid 
fubjects,  and  other  our  fubjects  commonly 
called  Quakers,  who  are  or  have  been  pro- 
fecuted,  indicted,  convicted,  or  imprifoned 
for  any  of  the  caufes  aforefaid,  fhould  receive 
the  full  benefit  of  our  general  pardon,  which 
we  have  been  pleafed  to  grant  to  our  loving 
fubjefts  by  our  royal  proclamation,  with  all 
poflible  eafe  to  them :  our  will  and  pleafure 
is,  and  we  do  hereby  auth.'iize,  will  and  re¬ 
quire  you  to  caufs  fuch  of  our  fubjects, 
commonly  called  Quakers,  who  are  in  prifon 
for  any  of  the  caufes  aforeiaiu,  to  be  forth¬ 
with  difcharged  out  of  priion,  and  forthwith 
to  ftop  and  difcharge,  or  caule  to  be  dif¬ 
charged,  by  giving  your  content  on  our  be¬ 
half,  all  fines,  forfeitures,  or  turns  of  money, 
charged  upon  any  of  our  fubjects  commonly 
called  Quakers,  for  not  coming  to  church, 
or  fet  upon  them  upon  any  procefs  for  the 
fame  ;  as  alfo  all  procbffe's,  indi&ments,  pre¬ 
ferments  and  convictions,  for  any  of  the  faid 
caufes,  by  entering  noli  profcqui,  or  otherwife, 
as  you  fhall  judge  neceffary  for  rendering 
that  our  pardon  mo  ft  effedtual  and  beneficial 
for  our  faid  fubjedts ;  and  for  your  fo  doing 
this  fhall  be  your  warrant. 

“  Given  at  our  Court  at  Whitehall 
£<  the  15th  Day  of  March,  1685-6, 
“  in  the  fecond  year  of  our  reign. 

“  By  his  Majefty’s  Command, 

“  SUNDERLAND,  P. 
To  our  trujly  and  well  beloved 
“  our  Attorney -general.” 

Sir 
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Sir  Robert  being  at  this  time  at  his  country  c 
houfe  in  Hampfhire,  about  forty  miles  from 
London,  and  friends  of  that  city  being  earned: 
to  expedite  the  releafe  of  their  fellow-profelfors, 
requeued  George  Whitehead  and  John  Edge, 
accompanied  by  Rowland  Vaughan,  attorney, 
to  undertake  a  journey  thither,  which  they  did 
accordingly,  and  were  received  and  entertained 
by  the  attorney-general  with  great  civility,  till 
liberates  could  be  made  out  by  the  attorney, 
under  the  attorney-general’s  directions  for  the 
prifoners  in  the  city,  which  took  up  a  good  part 
of  the  day ;  by  means  whereof,  after  their  re¬ 
turn,  their  friends  in  the  fundry  prifons  in  the 
city  obtained  their  liberty  within  the  defcription 
of  the  warrant. 

Soon  after  the  attorney-general  returned  to 
London,  and  then  the  faid  friends  of  the  city 
exerted  themfelves  to  procure  the  like  liberates 
with  all  poflible  expedition,  whereby  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  reft  of  the  prifoners  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  nation,  under  the  circum- 
ftances  comprized  io.  the  king’s  warrant,  was 
obtained. 
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CHAP.  II. 

The  Complaint  of  Friends  againfl  the  Informers. — 
They  move  for  Comnnjfioncrs  to  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  Truth  of  their  Allegations , — Which 
is  granted. — The  Informers  endeavour  to  get 
George  Whitehead  and  others  imprifoned. — The 
Commijfioners  draw  up  their  Report. — To  which 
George  Whitehead  objects, — And  gets  it  amend¬ 
ed. — Informers  difeouraged. 


c  hap  -After.  the  people  called  Quakers  were  re- 
.JT'^  leafed  from  imprisonment,  they  were  dill  ex- 
1686.  P°fed  to  the  ravages  of  the  unprincipled  infor- 
Fi tends’  nrers.  The  king  having  condefcended  to  admit 

arid  pJt'itfoB  them  fundry  times  to  his  prefence,  and  to  attend 
aeainft  in-  patiently  to  the  relation  of  their  grievances  ;  and  . 
having  complied  with  their  petition  to  releale 
their  imprifoned  friends,  they  were  encouraged 
to  prefent  the  following  complaint  and  petition 
againft  the  informers  and  their  iniquitous  prac¬ 
tices.  .  - ' 


<e  To  King  J  A  M  E  S  the  Second. 

ts  The  Complaint  and  Petition  of  his  peaceable 
“  and  differing  Subjects  called  Quakers  in  and 
“  about  the  City  of  London, 

“  Humbly  prefenting, 

Ci  That  only  for  religious  concerns,  a  great 
(i  number  of  them  continue  fore  oppreffed  in 

“  their 
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4e  their  eftates  on  numerous  convictions  madeCHAP- 
“  againft  them  in  their  abfence,  often  on  falfe  n* 

6<  depofitions  fworn  by  concealed  informers, 

“  divers  of  them  confident  women,  who  fwear 
<c  for  a  part  of  the  fines  and  feizures  to  main- 
“  tain  themfelves  and  hufbands,  fome  of  them 
“  being  prifoners  for  debt  through  their  own 
“  extravagancies  :  And  by  warrants  frequently 
“  iffued  out  by  Thomas  Jennet,  recorder  of 
*c  London,  to  break  open  and  enter  houfes,  to 
<c  feize  for  the  king,  (as  is  pretended)  which  is 
“  done  with  rigour  and  great  fpoil,  and  without 
“  compaflion  to  widows,  fatherlefs,  or  poor  fa- 
“  milies  who  are  fufiained  by  their  daily  in- 
duftry,  not  leaving  them  a  bed  to  lie  on,  &c. 

“  The  fines  only  upon  his  warrants  amounting 
“  to  many  hundred  pounds,  befides  what  has 
“  been  fuffered  by  others.  And  that  when 
44  appeal  is  made  from  the  faid  recorder,  as  the 
“  perfon  convicting  (as  the  law  direCts)  he 
“  being  judge  alfo  upon  the  trial,  altering  the 
“  record,  and  urging  juries  to  find  againft  the 
“  appellant,  divers  appeals  have  proved  inef- 
“  fectual,  and  to  their  great  damage,  confider- 
“  ing  their  charges  and  treble  cofts,  &c.  And 
“  that  alfo  upon  old  convictions  under  king 
“  Charles  the  fecond,  then  remaining  unexe- 
“  cuted,  he  now  by  new  warrants  entitles  the 
‘c  now  king  James  the  fecond  to  thefe  griev- 
“  ances  ;  befides  the  great  numbers  impriioned 
‘‘  and  crowded  in  jail  by  him  and  others  for 
“  the  fame  caufe,  to  the  greatly  impairing  their 
“  healths  and  lofs  of  fome  lives  j  witnefs  Newgate 
“  at  this  prefent. 


“  Wherefore 
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t£  Wherefote  the  faid  fubjects  humbly  intreat 
the  King,  in  his  princely  compaflion  and 
wifdom,  to  put  a  fpeedy  {lop  to  thefe  de- 
ftruclive  proceedings. 

“  Signed  in  behalf  of  the  reft  of  the 
“  faid  fufferers, 

44  William  Crouch,  “  Samuel  Bolton, 

44  James  Goodwin,  44  Timothy  Emerfon, 

44  Thomas  Lacy,  44  John  Skelton.” 


v.’hich  is 
graLEed. 


This  petition  was  followed  up  by  a  requeft  to 
qtfft  Com-  the  king  to  appoint  commiflioners  to  examine 
maybeTp-  i.nt0  tke  truth  of  the  allegations,  by  giving  the 
joined  to  petitioners  an  opportunity  of  proving  them  to 
cnth  cf  the  informers  faces.  Their  requeft  was  granted, 
thdr aiicga- and  a  commifiion  was  iffued  to  Richard  Graham 
2nd  Philip  -Burton,  Efqrs.  who  fent  their  fum- 
mons  to  the  informers,  fufferers  and  witneffes  to 
appear  before  them  at  Clifford’s  Inn  the  4th  of 
June,  (lo  called)  1 686. 

On  the  day  appointed  the  complainants  and 
their  witneffes  appeared,  and  the  informers  alfo. 
As  the  people  called  Quakers  had  felecled  fifty- 
four  cafes ;  and  the  friends,  whofe  cafes  had 
been  fo  felected,  being  fummoned  to  appear  with 
their  witneffes ;  when  they  came  to  Clifford’s 
Inn,  the  informers  being  without  door,  at  feeing 
fo  numerous  a  company  appearing  againft  them, 
expreffed  their  malice  in  this  ribaldry,  fuitable 
to  their  vulgar  manners  :  Here  come  all  the  Devils 
in  Hell ;  and  obferving  George  Whitehead,  who 
had  been  inftrumental  to  bring  them  to  this  dif- 
graceful  inveftigaticn,  they  cried  out,  And  there 
comes  the  old  Devil  of  all. 


The 
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The  firft  charge  advanced  againll  the  infor¬ 
mers  was  that  they  had  j worn  falfely  in  fad, 
which  was  clearly  proved  to  their  fhame  and 
confufion  in  no  lefs  than  thirty-four  cafes  ;  in  di¬ 
vers  of  which  they  had  given  their  information 
on  oath  againll  friends  for  being  at  meetings 
which  they  were  not  at  ;  for  holding  meetings 
at  certain  places  where  there  were  none  ;  fwear- 
ing  upon  trull  from  one  another’s  information 
on  mere  prefumption.  Several  women  infor¬ 
mers  took  as  much  latitude  in  fwearing  as  the 
men,  and  were  equally  unrellrained  by  confci- 
ence,  law,  or  matter  of  fad  as  they.  Their  fre¬ 
quent  perjuries  being  ellablifhed  by  fubllantial 
evidence,  to  the  full  fatisfaftion  of  the  ccmmif- 
iioners  and  others,  friends  next  proceeded  to 
lay  before  them  fundry  cafes  ;  wherein  the  doors 
of  houfes  and  Ihops  were  broke  open  with  vio¬ 
lence  by  conftables  and  informers,  to  make  dif- 
traints  fevere  and  exorbitant,  by  which  houfe- 
hold  and  Ihop  goods  were  carried  away  by  cart¬ 
loads.  So  many  flagrant  inllances  of  perjury, 
devallation  and  fpoil  plainly  appeared  upon  proof, 
that  the  commilfioners  were  weary  of  hearing 
them,  and  adjourned  the  further  proceeding  for 
ten  days,  when  they  had  got  through  l'carce 
one  fourth  of  the  cafes  prepared  to  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  them. 

At  the  fecond  meeting  of  the  commillioners, 
the  informers  fee’d  a  lawyer  to  plead  for  them 
and  manage  their  caufe  ;  but  the  inllances  of 
their  perjury  and  oppreflion,  tranfgrelling  the 
bounds  and  feverity  of  the  conventicle  aft,  fe¬ 
vere  as  it  was,  were  fo  numerous,  and  fo  well 
fupported  by  evidence,  that  he  was  quickly  fi- 
lenced.  At  this  fecond  meeting,  although  they 
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chap,  had  not  examined  half  the  cafes  prepared  for 
ii.  their  cognizance,  the  commiiTioners  thought  the 
allegation  of  the  petition  fully  proved,  and  that 
1686.  they  had  fufficient  grounds  to  make  their  report 
to  the  king. 

The  infer-  It  feems  proper  to  remark  here  the  contriv- 
ance  of  the  informers,  to  prevent  fome  of  the 
procure  the  moll  active  promoters  of  this  enquiry  from  ap- 
merpof1  g  Pea"ing  againfl  them  at  the  fecond  meeting  of 
whiuhead  the  commiiTioners.  Having  procured  a  warrant 
and  others.  agajniq  George  Whitehead,  John  Daw,  William 
Ingram  and  John  Vaughton,  bearing  date  the 
1 2th  of  June  1686,  they  were  apprehended  the 
13th,  (being  the  day  before  that  appointed  for 
the  fecond  meeting  aforefaid)  and  taken  to  the 
Lord  Mayor’s,  where  they  were  kept  feveral 
hours  waiting  for  his  coming  from  his  worfhip, 
and  afterwards  detained  feveral  more,  until  the 
informers  ihould  come  in  to  give  evidence  againfl 
them,  but  none  appearing,  about  ten  o’clock  at 
night  the  mayor  required  them  to  be  bound  by 
recognizance  to  appear  at  the  next  feffions  for 
the  peace,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  be  of  good 
behaviour.  With  this  requifition  they  were  not 
willing  to  comply,  as  implying  mifbehaviour, 
which  was  not  proved  againfl  any  of  them. 
Upon  their  refufal,  the  mayor  called  them  a 
company  of  coxcombs  ;  and  ordered  a  mittimus 
to  be  drawn  to  fend  them  to  prifon  ;  but  on 
further  confideration  and  confuitation,  took  their 
words  to  appear  at  next  feilions,  and  difmiffed 
them  for  that  time,  whereby  they  were  at  li¬ 
berty  to  attend  the  commiiTioners  at  their  fecond 
meeting.  And  when  they  appeared  at  the  fef¬ 
fions,  no  evidence  appearing  againfl  them,  they 
were  difeharged  by  proclamation. 
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The  commiflioners  having  drawn  up  their  re-CH  A 
port,  George  Whitehead  got  a  view  of  it,  and  JI* 
objected  to  it,  as  very  deficient  and  improper,  v 
being  rather  a  propofal  for  limiting  profecutions 
to  the  lefs  ruinous  penal  laws,  than  a  plain  fiate  miffioners 
of  matter  of  fatt,  according  to  the  evidence  be- “p  a 
fore  them,  of  the  various  perjuries,  and  illegal 
and  injurious  a£ts  of  the  informers,  one  of  the 
commillions  informed  him,  that  they  found 
themfeives  engaged  in  a  critical  bufmefs,  having  Whitehead* 
received  a  meffage  from  a  great  perfon  or  per-  obieds, 
fons  in  the  church,  foliciting  them  to  do  or  re¬ 
port  nothing  that  might  invalidate  the  power 
of  the  informers,  as  they  were  of  great  fervice 
to  the  church.  George  Whitehead  notwithftand- an- gcts 
ing  pleaded  for  jultice  to  be  done,  in  regard  to-menuc  • 
matters  of  fadt,  in  their  report  to  the  king,  and 
prevailed  upon  them  to  amend  it,  and  frame  it 
more  to  the  purpofe. 

The  king,  in  cabinet  the  nth  of  5th  month 
1686,  referred  the  report  and  cafe  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  order  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  irregular  proceedings  of  feme  jufiices 
and  the  informers.  Befides  which  he  fignified  informr. 
his*  pleafure  to  the  fubordinate  magiftrates  and ^fcoura<-- 

juftices, 

*  The  following  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  to  the 
Earl  of  Huntingdon,  I  fuppofe,  mu  ft  have  been  written  upon 
this  cccafion. 

“  My  Lord,  “  Whitehall,  Dec.  7,  1686. 

“  The  king  being  informed  that  one  John  Smith,  a  common 
informer,  doth  very  vexatioufly  profecute  the  Quakers  in  the 
county  of  Leicefter,  and  in  the  town  and  county  of  Notting¬ 
ham  ;  and  his  imjefty  being  pleafed  to  extend  Ws  favour  to 
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C  H  A  P.  juftices,  that  they  fhould  put  a  ftop  to  the  de¬ 
li.  predations  of  thefe  men.  Inftead  therefore  of 
"v-— '  being  encouraged  and  protected  in  their  oppref- 
1686.  fjve  perfecutions,  they  were  now  difcountenanc- 
ed  by  the  juftices,  and  by  the  quarter  feflions  of 
London  and  Middlefex.  And  when  it  was  now 
difcovered  that  the  protection  and  favour  of  the 
court  was  withdrawn  from  thefe  vile  perfons, 
feveral  of  them  being  profecuted  by  other  diffen- 
ters,  fuch  a  fcene  of  iniquity  and  injuftice  was 
laid  open,  as  caufed  feveral  of  them  to  fly  the 
country ;  and  the  reft,  when  their  trade  was 
gone,  were  moftly  reduced  to  beggary*  ;  a  blaft 
remarkably  attending  their  difhoneft  gains,  and 
infamy  blafting  their  reputation. 

Thefe  informers  had  gradually  rifen  to  that 
height  of  infolence  and  audacity,  as  well  as  ra¬ 
pine,  by  the  joint  encouragement  of  the  court 

thofe  of  that  perfuafion,  his  majefty  would,  have  your  grace 
direfl  the  juftices  of  peace  to  give  no  fort  of  countenance  to 
the  faid  John  Smith,  and  his  profecutlon  againft  the  Quakers. 

“  Your  grace’s  mo£l  faithful  and  humble  fervant, 

“  SUNDERLAND,  P.” 

“To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Huntington, 
one  of  his  majeftv’s  moil  honourable 
privy  council,  chief  recorder  of  Leiceiler, 
cullos  rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Lei- 
cefter.” 

*  George  Whitehead  informs  us,  that  fome  time  after 
the  trade  of  informing  was  put  a  ftop  to,  George  Hilton, 
who  had  been  a  very  vexatious  informer  to  feveral  friends  in 
London,  and  to  himfelf  amongft  the  reft,  came  to  his  houfe, 
and  complained,  that  he  could  get  a  place  of  fervice  with  a 
great  perfon  5  but  he  wanted  clothes,  or  money  to  buy 
fome  ;  and  that  he  gave  him  fome  money,  thus  rendering 
good  for  evil. 
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and  church  (fo  called)  i.  e.  the  high  church  ec-c  h  a  p. 
clefiaftics,  as  hath  been  already  remarked;  but  n. 
now  when  their  fecular  fupport  was  taken  away,  ''-—“v — J 
the  ecclefiaftics,  loth  as  they  were  to  lofe  their  l6£6- 
fervice,  were  not  able  to  fupport  them  hngly, 
with  the  weight  of  the  court  againft  them  ;  fo 
they  were  obliged,  though  reluctantly  to  give 
them  up. 


CHAP.  III. 


Another  Grievance  to  which  this  Society  was  ex¬ 
po  fed,  fuffering  as  Popijh  Recufants. — Gives 
occafion  to  a  frejh  Application  to  the  King  for 
a  Noli  Profequi,  which  is  granted. — William 
Penn  fuppofed  a  ferviceable  AJfiflant  in  pro¬ 
curing  the  King's  Favour. — His  Intimacy  at 
Court  fubjecls  him  to  much  Cenfure  and  Sif- 
picitn. — George  Fox  writes  an  Epijlle  to  Friends 
on  account  of  regaining  their  Liberty. — Account 
of  David  Barclay. — And  Anne  Whitehead. 
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There  ftill  remained  another  grievance,  and  CHAP, 
a  very  fevere  and  iniquitous  one,  unredreffed, 
which  hath  been  repeatedly  noticed,  /.  e.  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  friends,  as  popifh  recufants,  particu¬ 
larly  the  a£t  of  23  Eliz.  for  20I.  a  month,  for  j. usance 
abfence  from  their  parifh  churches  ffo  called)  ;  [,°iswl“‘h. 
and  that  for  two-thirds  of  their  eftates,  were  wilex oof! 
ftill  carried  into  execution,  whereby  many  friends  ?a’  fu,rcr- 

...  __  J  J  ing  as  po- 

Vol.  III.  M  were  piiK  recu- 
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CHAP.were  greatly  impoverifhed  in  their  fubftance 
ni.  and  eftates ;  being  charged  or  eftreated  in  the  Ex- 
'■ — v — >  chequer,  and  writs  annually  iffued  out  from 
1 686.  thence  againft  them,  to  the  feveral  fheriffs,  to 
make  feizure  of  their  goods  and  eflates  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  confifcations  ;  by  virtue  whereof,  rude, 
unprincipled  bailiffs,  when  they  made  their  fei- 
zures  would  remain  in  the  houfes  eating  and 
drinking  until  all  the  goods  were  removed. 
Thefe  penal  laws  were  as  unjuftly  applied  to  the 
people  called  Quakers,  as  they  were  fevere  in 
the  extreme,  being  made  againft  popifh  recufants, 
which  they  were  not. 

They  apply  They  therefore  made  their  third  application  to 
fo/a  wf2  king  for  a  Noli  profequi ,  or  flay  of  procefs 
prof'qui,  in  the  Exchequer,  which  he  was  pleafed  to  grant ; 
ogr“nr-5  ancl  gave  direction  to  the  lord  treafurer  and  at¬ 
torney-general,  that  no  writs  fhould  be  iffued 
out  of  the  Exchequer  againft  friends  on  thefe 
accounts.  The  lord  treafurer  accordingly  fent 
his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  pipe  to  forbear 
making  out  any  procefs  againft  any  of  the  per- 
•  fons  in  the  annexed  lift  (being  a  lift  of  friends 
under  perfecution)  and  if  any  procefs  were  made 
out,  to  fuperfede  the  fame.  They  met  with  fome 
difficulty  from  the  clerks  in  the  office,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  fees  demanded,  which  appeared  to 
them  exorbitant ;  but  at  length  bringing  them 
to  more  reafonable  terms,  they  got  the  bufmefs 
effected,  whereby  the  great  damage  or  ruin  of 
fome  hundreds  of  friends  was  prevented,  and 
many  thoufand  pounds  faved  in  their  eftates. 
w.  Penn  Although  I  do  not  find  William  Penn’s  name 
ferviceatie  amongft  the  applicants  to  the  king,  in  thefe 
affifiant  in  exertions  for  the  relief  of  his  friends  from  the 
the  king’i  grievous  fufferings  to  which  they  were  expofed, 
favour.  I  prefume 
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I  prefume  he  might  be  very  inftrumenta!  in  cul-  CHAP, 
tivating  a  friendly  difpofition  towards  the  fociety  in. 
of  which  he  was  a  member.  For  he  having  had 
an  intimacy  with  the  King,  when  Duke  of  York,  1686. 
for  whom,  excepting  their  difference  in  matters 
of  religion,  the  duke  had  always  difcovered  a 
perfonal  refpett  and  efleem,  was  induced  by  the 
repeated  proteftations  he  had  heard  him  make,  to 
believe  he  was  really  principled  for  granting  li¬ 
berty  of  confidence,  and  accordingly  embraced 
the  prefent  opportunity  of  foliciting  for  the  relief 
of  his  innocent  and  fuffering  friends ;  and  that 
he  might  be  the  nearer  on  all  occafions  for  ferv- 
ing  them  and  others,  took  lodgings  this  year 
near  Kenfmgton. 

And  here  his  acquaintance  and  frequency  at  w.  pcnn'» 
court,  where  it  was  generally  thought  thofe  Gf  intimacyat 
tne  king  s  religion  were  molt  favourably  receiv-  jeashim 
ed,  fubje&ed  him  to  the  undeferved  cenfure  of  ‘^X^and 
fuch  as  lead  knew  him,  as  being  a  papift  or  je-  fufpi««n. 
fuit,  or  at  lead  of  holding  a  correfpondence  with 
the  jefuits  at  Rome;  and  this  midaken  notion, 
was  not  entertained  by  the  common  people  only, 
but  began  to  get  admilfion  into  the  minds  of 
fome  perfons  of  better  judgment  ;  and  amongft 
others  his  acquaintance  John  Tillotfon  (after¬ 
ward  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury)  having  let  in 
a  fufpicion  of  this  nature,  dropped  fome  expref- 
fions,  which  were  improved  to  his  difadvantage. 

William  Penn  wrote  a  letter  to  him  on  the  fub- 
j>edt,  which  introduced  a  correfpondence,  termi¬ 
nating  in  Tillotfon’s  full  convi&ion  that  his  fuf¬ 
picion  was  groundlefs*. 


M  2 

*  William  Penn’s  life,  pige  92. 


The 


1 80 


HISTORY  of  the 


The  condefcenfion  and  ready  compliance  of 
the  king  with  thefe  fueceflive  applications  for  re¬ 
lief,  and  the  liberty  they  enjoyed  thereby,  how- 
1686.  ever  they  may  be  viewed  by  others,  were  by  this 
body  of  people  attributed  neither  to  political 
projects,  nor  the  king’s  compaflion  merely,  but 
to  proceed  from  a  hand  higher  than  the  king’s, 
which  turns  the  actions,  confultations  and  de- 
figns  of  men  to  his  own  wife  and  gracious  pur- 
pofes,  who  having  in  unfearchable  wifdom  permit¬ 
ted  their  faith  and  patience  to  be  tried,  was  now, 
in  his  own  time,  pleafed  to  work  their  deliver¬ 
ance:  They  were  therefore  thankful  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Being  as  the  original  caufe,  and  to  the 
king  as  the  mediate  adminiftrator  of  the  fa¬ 
vour. 

It  was  a  great  confolation  to  the  members  of 
this  fociety,  at  their  enfuing  annual  meeting  in 
London,  to  have  the  company  of  many  valuable 
friends,  whofe  faces  had  not  been  Teen  there  for 
many  years,  having  been  immured  in  prifon, 
fome  of  them  twelve  or  fifteen  years  and  up¬ 
wards,  for  no  crime,  but  endeavouring  to  keep 
a  good  confcience  towards  God.  George  Fox, 
who  refided  now  moftly  in  and  about  London, 
being  on  every  occafion  watchful  over  his  friends 
occafion  of  for  good,  wrote  an  epiflle  of  caution  to  them, 
to  beware  of  carle flhefs  and  lukewarmnefs,  creep¬ 
ing  in  through  the  liberty  with  which  they  were 
now  favoured,  fignifying  c<  that  the  Lord  by  his 
power  had  influenced  the  king’s  heart  to  open 
the  prifon  doors,  whereby  about  one  thoufand 
“  five  hundred  are  fet  at  liberty  ;  and  to  give 
“  &  check  to  the  informers,  fo  that  in  many 
cc  places  meetings  are  pretty  quiet.  My  defires 
“  are  that  both  liberty  and  fufferings  may  all  be 

“  fan&ified 
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tc  fan&ified  to  his  people;  and  friends  may  prize  chap. 
“  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  in  all  things,  and  to  in. 

“  him  be  thankful,  who  ftilleth  the  raging  waves  v — v — ' 
“  of  the  feas,  allayeth  the  dorms  and  tempefts,  l(>86. 

“  and  maketh  a  calm.” 

In  this  year  David  Barclay  departed  this  life  ^cou ^  °f 
at  his  houfe  at  Ury  in  Scotland,  and  by  his  ex-  day. 
preflions  on  his  death  bed  clearly  manifefted  the 
great  bleffing  and  benefit  of  having  through  life 
an  eye  to  this  awful  clofing  fcene;  in  confidera- 
tion  whereof  he  was  endued  with  fortitude  to 
deny  himfelf  of  the  vanity,  the  fplendour  and 
honour  of  this  world,  to  a  confiderable  {hare  of 
which  his  rank  in  life  might  have  intitled  him, 
in  fearch  of  true  piety  and  peace  of  mind,  a- 
mongll  a  people  defpifed,  and  every  where  fpoken 
againft.  In  the  latter  end  of  September  this 
year,  being  the  feventy-fixth  year  of  his  age,  he 
was  taken  ill  of  a  fever,  and  was  alfo  afili&ed 
with  the  gravel,  which  continued  upon  him  for 
two  weeks ;  during  which  time  he  difeovered  a 
quiet  and  contented  mind,  in  no  wife  difturbed 
with  the  profpect  of  the  future  ;  for  which  he 
had  been  mindful  to  prepare  through  the  courfe 
of  his  life.  lie  was  preferved  in  refignation  and 
patience  under  great  pain,  being  fupported  under 
the  feeling  of  a  lively  hope  of  fhortly  attaining 
admifiion  into  the  manfions  of  felicity,  unallay¬ 
ed  with  forrow  or  pain.  Two  days  before  his 
death  he  faid  to  his  fon  Robert,  I Jhall  go  to  the 
Lord ,  and  be  gathered  to  many  of  my  brethren, 
who  are  gone  before  me.  The  next  morning  early, 
his  faid  fon  watching  by  him,  and  expreffing  his 
defire,  that  he  who  loved  him  might  be  near  him 
to  his  end ,  he  anfwered,  the  Lord  is  nigh  me. 

And,  as  comforted  in  the  profpecl  of  his  fon’s 

fucceeding 


182 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


chap,  fucceeding  him,  in  a  life  of  piety,  virtue  and  rer 
in.  ligious  converfation,  he  faid,  the  perfect  difco- 
very  of  the  day-fpring  from  on  high ,  how  great  a 
1686.  blejfing  hath  it  been  to  me  and  my  family!  The 
apothecary  who  attended  him,  vifiting  him  in 
the  courfe  of  his  employment,  he  took  him 
by  the  hand  and  faid,  thou  wilt  bear  me  witnefs, 
that  in  all  this  exercife  I  have  not  been  curious  to 
pamper  the  flefh.  To  which  the  apothecary  re¬ 
plied,  Sir,  I  can  bear  witnefs,  that  you  have  al¬ 
ways  minded  the  better  and  snore  fubflantial  part ; 
and  I  rejoice  to  fee  the  bleffed  end  the  Lord  is  bring¬ 
ing  you  to.  In  the  afternoon  feveral  of  his  friends 
came  to  fee  him  ;  he  faid,  they  came  in  a  fea- 
fonable  time,  and  after  fome  words  were  fpoken, 
and  Patrick  Levingftone  had  prayed,  the  fick 
man  lift  up  his  hands  and  faid,  Amen,  Amen 
for  ever!  Adding,  how  precious  is  the  love  of 
God  among  his  children,  and  their  love  one  to  ano¬ 
ther  !  thereby  Jhall  all  men  know  that  ye  are 
Chrifi  s  difciples ,  if  ye  love  one  another.  My  love 
is  with  you,  and  I  leave  it  among  you.  Several 
of  his  friends  Handing  round  his  bed,  perceiv¬ 
ing  feme  of  them  fhedding  tears,  he  faid,  “  dear 
“  friends,  all  mind  the  inward  man,  heed  not 
“  the  outward.  There  is  one  that  doth  reward, 
“  the  Lord  of  Hofts  is  his  name.”  His  laft  ex- 
preflions  were  uttered  in  prayer.  “  Praifes  to  the 
tC  Lord.  Let  now  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace. 
“  Into  thy  hands,  O  Father,  I  commit  my  foul, 
<c  fpirit  and  body.  Thy  will,  O  Lord,  be  done, 
44  in  earth,  as  it  is  done  in  heaven.”  And  foon 
after  he  breathed  his  laft. 

And  notwithftanding  he  had  defired,  that  he 
might  be  interred  without  much  parade,  and 
that  not  many  Ihould  be  invited  to  his  funeral, 

his 
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his  remains  were  attended  to  the  grave  by  a  nu-  chap. 
merous  train,  particularly  of  the  higher  rank,  hi. 
who,  from  the  regard  they  bore  to  his  memory, 
came  uninvited,  to  pay  this  laft  office  of  refpeCt  1 686. 
thereto. 

This  year  alfo  Anne  Whitehead,  wife  of  a  ccount 
George  Whitehead,  mentioned  in  this  work  Whitehead 
oftner  than  once,  by  the  name  of  Anne  Dow¬ 
ner,  departed  this  life;  a  woman  religioufly  in¬ 
clined  from  her  early  youth,  who  followed  the 
moll  approved  preachers,  and  ufed  the  bell 
means,  as  far  as  ffie  could  difcover  them,  to  in- 
fure  her  prefent  and  future  peace  and  happinefs1; 
and  when  the  minilters,  bearing  the  reproachful 
name  of  Quakers,  came  to  the  city  of  London, 
where  ffie  dwelt,  ffie  was  one  of  the  firfl  who 
received  their  miniflry,  and  was  diftinguiffied 
there  by  that  name  of  reproach.  Being  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  inward  principle  of  the  grace  of 
God,  ffie  yielded  obedience  to  the  convictions 
thereof ;  and  by  laying  afide  not  only  manifeft 
evils,  but  every  thing,  which,  by  the  light  ffie 
was  favoured  with,  was  difcovered  to  be  an  idol 
of  her  affections,  or  an  obftacle  to  her  progrefs 
in  religion ;  through  many  trials  and  fufferings 
ffie  experienced  a  growth  therein,  and  in  due 
time  was  called  and  qualified  to  preach  to  others 
from  her  own  experience  of  the  work  of  fanc- 
tification.  Being  fent  for  to  attend  George  Fox 
and  his  fellow-prifoners  at  Launcefton  in  1656, 
as  before  remarked,  ffie  travelled  thither  on  foot, 
two  hundred  miles,  and  in  that  journey  was  in- 
ftrumental  to  convince  many  of  the  truth  of  the 
doctrine  ffie  publiffied,  fome  of  whom  were  of 
account  in  the  world.  And  in  her  return  ffie 
confirmed  and  eftabliffied  feveral  who  were 

newly 


a  J.  Whiting. 
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C  H  A  P.  newly  convinced;  and  in  the  year  1658,  ffle 
hi.  travelled  in  the  fouthern  counties,  and  the  ifle 
of  Wight.  She  was  married  firft  to  Benjamin 
1 656.  Greenwell,  a  grocer  in  Bifflop’s-gate-ftreet,  and 
afterwards  to  George  Whitehead.  She  "was  a 
woman  remarkably  confpicuous  in  her  day  for 
her  fmgular  piety,  benevolence  and  charity,  a- 
dorned  with  the  wifdom  which  is  from  above, 
pure,  peaceable,  gentle  and  eafy  to  be  entreat¬ 
ed,  full  of  mercy  and  full  of  good  fruits;  fpend- 
ing  much  of  her  time  in  vifiting  the  poor,  the 
imprifoned,  the  Tick,  the  fatherlefs  and  the  wi¬ 
dows,  in  their  afflictions,  and  taking  care  that 
nothing  might  be  lacking  for  their  relief.  In 
tender  fympathy  with  the  afflicted,  willingnefs 
to  aiftribute,  readinefs  to  communicate,  and  zea¬ 
lous  exertions  to  do  good  to  others,  ffle  had 
few  equals ;  fo  that  it  might  be  faid  of  her, 
though  many  daughters  have  done  virtuoufly ,  ffle 
(in  lome  refpefts;  exceeded  them  all.  She  was 
juftly  efteemed  an  ornament  to  her  profeffion, 
for  which  ffle  undauntedly  buffered,  when  it  fell 
to  her  lot.  She  held  her  integrity  to  the  laft. 
When  ffle  was  vifited  with  her  laft  fteknefs,  fhe 
was  removed  out  of  London,  about  fix  miles, 
and  her  diforder  increafmg  upon  her,  ffle  per¬ 
ceived  it  was  like  to  prove  mortal ;  but  the  ap- 
prehenfton  of  her  approaching  end  occaftoned 
no  terror  or  perturbation  in  her  well  prepared 
mind,  having  filled  up  her  place  in  the  creation, 
file  feemed  in  a  good  meafure  prepared  to  receive 
the  fentenceof,  “  Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
fervant — enter  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord;”  under 
the  animating  profpect  whereof,  ffle  fignified  her 
resignation  and  lively  hope  in  fundry  favory  and 
affefting  expreffions  to  her  friends,  who  came 

to 
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to  vifit  her  on  her  death  bed.  To  her  ancient  ch  a  i\ 
friend  Mary  Stout,  who  afking,  if  (he  knew  her,  m* 
fhe  replied,  “  Yes,  very  well,  it  is  Mary  Stout.  — ' 

“  I  have  my  memory  very  well,  and  my  un-  ‘686. 

“  derftanding  is  clear,  though  I  am  very  weak  ; 

“  but  I  am  given  up  to  the  will  of  the  Lord, 

“  whether  to  live  or  to  die ;  for  I  have  been 
“  faithful  to  him  in  what  I  knew,  both  in  life 
“  and  death.”  Perceiving  fome  in  trouble  con¬ 
cerning  her,  fhe  faid,  “  There  is  no  caufe  for 
“  you  to  be  troubled  or  concerned,  for  I  am 
“  well  and  in  peace.”  To  another  vifitor,  “  If 
“  I  never  fee  thy  face  more,  it  is  well  with  me — 

“  God  knoweth  my  integrity,  and  how  I  have. 

“  been,  and  walked  before  him.”  At  another 
time,  nearer  her  diffolution,  “  I  have  done  with 
“  all  things  in  this  life,  and  have  nothing  that 
“  troubles  me;  but  am  in  true  peace  and  eafe 
“  every  way.”  She  thus  departed  in  peace  the 
27th  of  the  5th  month  1686,  about  fixty-three 
years  of  age,  leaving  impreffions  of  affectionate 
regard  to  her  memory  in  the  hearts  of  many,  to 
whom  fhe  had  been  helpful  by  her  miniflerial, 
or  by  her  charitable  fervices. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Informers  and  their  Abettors  in  danger ,  through 
an  Enquiry  into  their  Application  of  the  Fines 
they  had  recovered. — Revocation  of  the  Edid  of 
Nantz. — Declaration  for  Liberty  of  Confcience. 
— For  which  the  Diffenters  prefent  Addrcffes  of 
Thanks  to  the  King. — Addrefs  of  the  People 
called  Quakers  of  the  City  of  London. — Second 
Addrefs  from  the  yearly  Meeting  on  Behalf  of 
the  Body  at  large. — Both  the  King  and  the  Dif¬ 
fenters  defire  the  Repeal  of  the  Penal  Laws,  but 
with  different  Views. — Application  to  the  Prince 
of  Orange  in  favour  of  the  Repeal  of  the  Penal 
Laws  and  Tefl. — He  is  willing  the  former 
fhould  be  repealed ,  but  not  the  latter .  — Second 
Declaration  for  Liberty  of  Confcience. — Ordered 
to  be  diflributed  by  the  Bijhops ,  to  be  read  in  all 
Churches  and  Chapels. — Seven  of  them  fhew  the 
Reafons  why  they  cannot  comply. — For  which 
they  are  impr  foned  in  the  Tower. — Robert  Bar¬ 
clay  hath  a  Conference  with  the  Bijhops  in  the 
Tower. — Perfection  fubfides. — The  People  called 
Quakers  petition  the  King  for  Relief  in  refped  to 
their  Sufferings  for  Tithes . 


CHAP.  The  people  called  Quakers  and  other  difien- 
iv.  ters  being  thus  providentially  refeued  from  the 
^ — v — a  tyranny  of  perfecuting  juftices,  high-churchmen 
i687-  and  informers,  thefe  perfecutors  were  now  made 

to 
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£0  feel  a  little  of  the  uneafinefs  they  had,  in c  hap. 
the  wantonnefs  of  power*,  abundantly  occafioned  iv. 
to  others  without  pity  and  without  mercy, 

The  king,  probably  from  the  aforefaid  difco-  Inf^Jr‘s 
very  of  the  practices  of  the  informers  and  their  and  their 

abettors 
brought 
into  danger 

had  been  feized  by  diftrefs  on  diffenters  on  pro-  'nnto 
fecutions  for  recufancy,  and  not  brought  to  ac-thegappii- 
count  in  the  Exchequer,  and  what  money  or  the  fines 
goods  had  been  received  for  any  matters  relat-  thev  had 

1  •  •  r  o  .  ,  J  r  •  recovered. 

ing  to  religion  lince  September  1677,  in  any 
of  the  counties  for  which  they  were  named. 

They  were  to  return  the  names  of  all  perfons, 
who  had  feized  goods  or  received  money.  This 
(truck  a  terror  into  the  whole  tribe  of  informers, 
the  juftices  and  others  connefted  with  them, 
who  were  ill  provided  to  make  up  their  ac¬ 
counts,  being  generally  poor  or  extravagant, 
they  are  faid  to  have  moltly  lhared  the  l^ooty 
amongft  themfelves,  without  either  giving  to 
the  king  or  to  the  poor  the  Ihare  appointed  by 
law ;  fo  that  if  profecuted  they  were  threatened 
with  ruin  from  this  enquiry5;  but  it  doth  not 
appear  the  proteflant  dilfenters  were  forward  to 
appear  againfl  them,  it  being  reported  that  aflu- 
rances  were  given  by  leading  perfons,  both 
clergy  and  laity,  that  if  they  would  not  appear 
no  l'uch  methods  fhould  be  purfued  in  future. 

The  dread  and  averfion  which  the  people  of 
England  entertained  of  the  Romifh  religion  re¬ 
ceived  additional  ftrength  and  influence  by  an 
occurrence  which  happened  this  year.  Louis  R,.VOc»tior 
the  Fourteenth  revoked  the  edict  of  Nantz, ot  the<^i,cl 

1  •  ...  of  Nantz. 

which 


confederates,  appointed  commiffioners  to  enquire 
what  money  had  been  raifed,  or  what  goods 
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CHAP.  which  had  been  publifhed  by  Henry  the  Fourth 
lv*  for  the  fecurity  of  the  proteftants,  and  which 
had  been  declared  irrevocable.  They  were 
‘  immediately  diltreffed  by  all  the  rigours  of  per¬ 
fection,  whereby  multitudes  of  them  were 
driven  to  feek  in  foreign  nations  an  afylum 
from  the  feverities  inflided  upon  them  at  home. 
Near  fifty  thoufand  took  refuge  in  England, 
and  brought  fuch  difmal  accounts  of  the  cruel 
treatment  they  had  undergone,  as  produced  in 
all  the  proteftants  the  utmofl  abhorrence  of  the 
fanguinary,  cruel  and  perfidious  fpirit  of  popery. 
The  king’s  friendly  reception  and  protedion  of 
the  fugitives,  and  his  affecting  highly  to  blame 
the  king  of  France,  were  ineffectual  to  cure  his 
fubjeds  of  their  jealoufy  of  him,  or  their  antipa¬ 
thy  to  his  religion. 

•Hie  king’s  The  forepart  of  the  fucceeding  year  king 

declaration  Tames  publifhed  a  declaration  for  liberty  of  con- 

for  liberty  of  J  .  I  .  .  _  ,  .  ,  .  -  .  '  , 

contdence.  lcience  to  all  his  lubjects,  ordering  that  hence¬ 
forth  the  execution  of  all  penal  laws  concerning 
eccleliaflical  affairs,  for  not  coming  to  church, 
for  not  receiving  the  facraments,  or  for  any 
other  non-conformity  with  the  eftablifhed  reli¬ 
gion,  or  for  performing  religious  worfhip  in  any 
other  way,  fhould  be  fufpended. 

Although  this  liberty  was  only  granted  by 
the  king  himfelf,  and  the  parliament  when  af- 
fembled  might  call  his  power  in  queftion,  as 
they  had  done  his  brother’s  in  the  like  cafe, 
yet  the  diffenters  of  every  clafs,  wearied  out 
with  the  length  and  feverity  of  their  fufferings 
under  the  tyranny  of  the  church  (fo  called), 
being  lefs  attentive,  perhaps,  at  this  time  to 
any  fmifter  view  which  might  give  rife  to  it, 
or  to  the  legality  of  it,  than  rejoicing  at  the 
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ftate  of  eafe  they  found  themfelves  in,  pre-  CHAP, 
fented  addrelTes  of  thanks  to  the  king  for  his  'iv. 
faid  gracious  declaration  ;  and  the  people  called  ■v— ' 
Quakers  of  the  city  of  London,  feeing  that  ,  l6|7-h 
thofe  of  other  perfuafions  had  gone  up  to  court  thediffen- 
with  fuch  addrelTes,  that  they  might  not  feem  Pr'fent_ 
lefs  fenfible  of  the  relief  which  they,  who  hadthanL.  C 
fuffered  more  feverely  than  any  others,  received, 
thought  it  expedient  alfo  to  wait  upon  the  king 
with  the  following  addrefs : 

“  To  King  James  II.  over  England,  See. 

“  The  humble  and  thankful  addrefs  of  feveral 
“  of  the  king’s  fubjecds,  commonly  called 
“  Quakers,  in  and  about  the  city  of  London, 

“  on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  thofe  of  their 
“  communion. 

“  May  it  pleafe  the  King, 

“  Though  we  are  not  the  firfl  in  this  way,  Addrefs  cf 
“  yet  we  hope  we  are  not  the  leaf!  fenfible  of 
“  the  great  favours  we  are  come  to  prefent  the  ^rs  i:;the 
“  king  our  humble,  open  and  hearty  thanks 
“  for,  fince  no  people  have  received  greater 
“  benefits,  as  well  by  opening  our  prifon-doors, 

“  as  by  his  late  excellent  and  chriltian  decla- 
“  ration  for  liberty  of  confcience,  none  having 
“  more  feverely  fuffered,  nor  ftood  more  gene- 
“  rally  expofed  to  the  malice  of  ill  men  upon 
“  the  account  of  religion  ;  and  though  we  en- 
“  tertain  this  a&  of  mercy  with  all  the  acknow- 
“  ledgments  of  a  perfecuted  and  grateful  peo- 
“  pie,  yet  we  muff  needs  fay  it  doth  the  lefs  fur- 
“  prize  us,  fnjee  it  is  what  fome  of  us  have 

“  knowrn 
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c  hap.«  known  to  have  been  the  declared  principle  of 
IV*  ££  the  king,  as  well  long  before  as  fince  he  came 
££  to  the  throne  of  his  anceflors. 


1687. 


And  as  we  rejoice  to  fee  the  day  that  a 
king  of  England  ihould,  from  his  royal  feat, 
fo  univerfally  aflTert  this  glorious  principle, 
££  that  confcience  ought  not  to  be  conflrained, 
nor  people  forced  for  matters  of  mere  reli¬ 
gion  (the  want  of  which  happy  conduct  in 
government  has  been  the  defolation  of  coun¬ 
tries  and  reproach  of  religion),  fo  we  do, 
££  with  humble  and  fmcere  hearts,  render  to 
God  firft,  and  the  king  next,  our  fenfible 
acknowledgments  ;  and  becaufe  they  cannot 
be  better  expreffed  than  in  a  godiy,  peace- 
££  able  and  dutiful  life,  it  fhall  be  our  endea¬ 
vour  (with  God’s  help)  always  to  approve 
ourfelves  the  king’s  faithful  and  loving  fub- 
jedts ;  and  we  hope  that  after  this  gracious 
ftep  the  king  hath  made  towards  the  union  of 
££  his  people  and  fecurity  of  their  common  in- 
££  terefl  has  had  a  due  corifideration,  there  will 
££  be  no  room  left  for  thofe  fears  and  jealoufies 
“  that  might  render  the  king’s  reign  uneafy,  or 
££  any  of  them  unhappy. 

££  That  which  remains,  great  prince,  for  us 
££  to  do,  is  to  befeech  Almighty  God  (by  whom 
kings  reign  and  princes  decree  juftice)  to 
infpire  thee  more  and  more  with  his  excel¬ 
lent  wifdom  and  underftanding,  to  purfue 
this  chriflian  defign  of  eafe  to  all  religious 
diffenters  with  the  moft  agreeable  and  lafling 
methods  ;  and  ure  pray  God  to  blefs  the  king, 
his  royal  family  and  people  with  grace  and 
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peace,  and  that  after  a 


long 


and  profpe- 


rous 


PEOPLE  called  QJJ AKERS.  xpi 

“  rous  reign  here,  he  may  receive  a  better  chap. 
“  crown  amongft  the  bleffed.  tv. 

“  Which  is  the  prayer  of,  &c.” 

1687. 

This  addrefs  met  with  a  favourable  reception  ; 
but  being  prefented  by  friends  of  London  only, 
at  the  enfuing  yearly  meeting  held  in  that  city, 
conftituted  of  reprefentatives  from  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  nation,  a  fecond  addrefs  was  drawn 
up  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  community 
at  large,  deputing  amongll  others  William  Penn 
to  deliver  it,  who  introduced  the  delivery  with 
tr.e  following  fpeech : 

“  May  it  pleafe  the  King, 

“  It  was  the  faying  of  our  bleffed  Lord  to  Second  ad- 

the  captious  Jews  m  the  cale  or  tribute,  ren-  the  yearly 
“  der  to  Cafar  the  things  that  are  Cafar’s,  and  to  Jnee‘ing  uf 
<c  God  the  things  that  are  God’s.  As  this  dif- behalf  of  °a 
“  tindion  ought  to  be  obferved  by  all  men  in[^odyat 
“  the  conduct  of  their  lives,  fo  the  king  has 
“  given  us  an  illultrious  example  in  his  own 
“  perfon  that  excites  us  to  it :  for  while  he  was 
“  a  fubjecl,  he  gave  Ctefar  his  tribute,  and  now 
“  he  is  a  Csefar,  he  gives  God  his  due,  viz.  the 
<t  fovereignty  over  confciences.  It  were  a  great 
“  fhame,  then,  for  any  Englifliman  ^that  pro- 
“  feffes  chriftianity)  not  to  give  God  his  due. 

“  By  this  grace  he  has  relieved  his  diitreiTed  fub- 
“  jedls  from  their  cruel  futferings,  and  raifed 
“  to  himfelf  a  new  and  lafting  empire,  by  add- 
“  ing  their  affeclions  to  their  duty  :  and  we  pray 
“  God  to  continue  the  king  in  this  noble  refolu- 
“  tion  ;  for  he  is  now  upon  a  principle  that  has 
“  good-nature,  chriftianity,  and  the  good  of  civil 

“  fociety 
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C  HAP.  «  foclety  on  its  fide ;  a  fecurity  to  him  beyond 
Iv*  il  the  little  arts  of  government. 

“  I  would  not  that  any  fhould  think  that  we 
<c  came  hither  with  defign  to  fill  the  Gazette  with 
“  our  thanks ;  but  as  our  fufferings  would  have 
<c  moved  flones  to  compaffion,  fo  we  Ihould  be 
“  harder,  if  we  were  not  moved  to  gratitude. 

“  Now  fince  the  king’s  mercy  and  goodnefs 
“  have  reached  to  us  throughout  the  kingdom 
“  of  England,  and  principality  of  Wales,  our 
“  general  affembly  from  all  thofe  parts,  met  at 
“  London  about  our  church  affairs,  has  appoint* 

“  ed  us  to  wrait  upon  the  king  with  our  humble 
“  thanks,  and  me  to  deliver  them  ;  which  J  do 
“  by  this  addrefs,  with  all  the  affedion  and  re- 
ct  fped  of  a  dutiful  fubjed.” 

The  A  D  D  R  E  S  3. 

“  To  King  JAMES  the  Second,  over  England, 

&c  ” 

te  The  humble  and  grateful  acknowledgment  of 
“  his  peaceable  fubjeds  called  Quakers,  in 
u  this  kingdom. 

4C  From  their  ufual  yearly  meeting  in  London, 

“  the  19th  day  of  the  3d  month,  vulgarly 
“  called  May,  1687. 

“  We  cannot  but  blefs  and  praife  the  name 
“  of  Almighty  God,  who  hath  the  hearts  of 
“  princes  in  his  hand,  that  he  hath  inclined  the 
“  king  to  hear  the  cries  of  his  fuffering  fubjeds 
“  for  conference  fake :  And  we  rejoice  that  in-  , 

“  Head 
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<l  Read  of  troubling  him  with  complaints  of  our  chap. 
“  bufferings,  he  hath  given  usfo  eminent  an  oc-  ^  lv^_ 

“  cafion  to  prefent  him  with  our  thanks :  And  l6g_ 

“  lince  it  hath  pleafed  the  king,  out  of  his  great 
“  companion,  thus  to  commiferate  our  afflidted 
“  condition,  which  hath  fo  particularly  appear- 
“  ed  by  his  gracious  proclamation,  and  warrants 
“  laR  year,  whereby  twelve  hundred  prifoners 
“  were  releafed  from  their  fevere  imprifonments, 

“  and  many  others  from  fpoil  and  ruin  in  their 
“  eRates  and  properties;  and  his  princely  fpeech 
“  in  council,  and  chriRian  declaration  for  libertv 
“  of  confcience,  in  which  he  doth  not  only  ex- 
“  prefs  his  averfion  to  all  force  upon  confcience, 

“  and  grant  all  his  diffenting  fubjcils  an  ample 
“  liberty  to  worfhip  God,  in  the  way  they  are 
“  perfuaded  is  molt  agreeable  to  his  will,  but 
“  gives  them  his  kingly  word  the  fame  fhall 
“  continue  during  his  reign ;  we  do  (as  our 
“  friends  of  this  city  have  already  done)  render 
“  the  king  our  humble,  chriRian  and  thank- 
“  ful  acknowledgements,  not  only  in  behalf  of 
“  ourfelves,  but  with  refpecR  to  our  friends 
“  throughout  England  and  Wales  :  And  pray 
“  God,  with  all  our  hearts,  to  blefs  and  pre- 
“  ferve  thee,  O  king,  and  thofe  under  thee,  in 
“  fo  good  a  work  :  And  as  we  can  affine  the 
“  king  it  is  well  accepted  in  the  feveral  coun- 
“  ties  from  whence  we  came,  fo  we  hope  the 
“  good  effetfls  thereof,  for  the  peace,  trade,  and 
u  profpcrity  of  the  kingdom,  will  produce  fuch 
“  a  concurrence  from  the  parliament,  as  may 
“  fecure  it  to  our  polterity  in  after-times :  And 
“  while  we  live,  it  Riall  be  our  endeavour 
“  (through  God’s  grace)  to  demean  ourfelves, 
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as.  in  confcience  to  God,  and  duty  to  the 
king,  we  are  obliged, 

“  His  peaceable,  loving  and  faithful  fubjedfs.” 


The  K  I  N  C-’s  Anfwer. 


“  Gentlemen, 

“  I  thank  you  heartily  for  your  addrefs:  Some 
“  of  you  know  (I  am  fure  you  do,  Mr.  Penn) 
“  that  it  was  always  my  principle,  that  confci- 
“  ence  ought  not  to  be  forced;  and  that  all 
“  men  ought  to  have  the  liberty  of  their  con- 
“  fcience  :  And  what  I  have  promifed  in  my  de- 
“  claration,  I  will  continue  to  perform  as  long 
“  as  I  live  :  And  I  hope,  before  1  die,  to  fettle  it 
“  fo,  that  after-ages  ftrall  have  no  reafon  to  alter 
“  it.” 

Some  have  objedled  againft  our  friends  and 
other  diflenters,  for  addrefling  king  James,  upon 
the  aforefaid  declaration  of  indulgence,  as  though 
they  had  thereby  countenanced  the  king’s  dif- 
penflng  with  the  laws  in  general :  Let  fuc'n  ob¬ 
serve  their  imputation,  as  to  the  people  called 
Quakers,  Sufficiently  guarded  againft  in  that  part 
of  their  addrefs,  where  they  fay,  “  We  hope 
“  the  good  eftedts  thereof,  for  the  peace,  trade 
“  and  profperity  cf  t)ie  kingdom  may  produce 
“  fuch  concurrence  from  the  parliament,  as 
“  will  Secure  it  to  our  pofterity.” 

Many  of  this  people,  being  themfelves  men  of 
flncerity  and  Simplicity  of  heart,  might  appre¬ 
hend  the  king  to  be  in  earned:  in  his  profeflions 
in  favour  of  liberty  of  confcience. 

Yet 


PEOPLE  called  (QUAKERS.  195 

Yet  from  their  experience  in  the  former  reign,  chap. 
of  the  precarious  duration  of  iuch  indulgence,  1V* 
without  the  fandlion  of  an  a£t  of  the  whole  le-  * 

giflature,  they  looked  upon  the  liberty  granted 
them  uncertain  and  infecure,  until  it  fhould  be 
ratified  by  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  whofe 
concurrence  they  efteemed  requifite  to  give  (la¬ 
bility  and  permanency  to  the  privileges  they  now 
enjoved  ;  accordingly  they  properly  exprefs  their 
gratitude  to  the  king  for  what  he  had  done  in 
their  favour,  and  modeftly  hinted  their  fenti- 
ments  of  what  they  apprehended  yet  wanting  to 
be  done  to  comp'ete  the  favour. 

But  although  the  dilfenters',  as  well  as  the  king,  Although 
were  defirous  that  the  repeal  of  the  penal  lawstrs  d'fireY 
might  receive  a  parliamentary  fandlion,  yet  the  *h'ep^11of 
ends  they  had  refpedlively  in  view  were  fuch  as  iaws,Pas" 
to  prevent  a  cordial  coalition.  James's  delign  ^  asye‘the 
became  every  day  more  and  more  clearly  appa-  thar  view* 
rent,  to  center  entirely  in  the  promoting  and  j^ddyaif- 
eflablifhing  of  popery  in  the  nation,  to  which 
the  dilTenters  were  no  lefs  averfe  than  the  efta- 
blilhed  church  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  eafe 
and  even  favours  which  they  enjoyed,  under  the 
prefent  difpofition  of  the  king  towards  them, 
yet  they  began  clearly  to  perceive  all  thefe  flat¬ 
tering  meafures  were  ultimately  defigned  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Romanills;  and  therefore  they  placed 
but  little  confidence  in  the  king’s  favours,  and 
cautioufly  abflained  from  lending  their  aflhlance 
to  meafures,  the  defign  of  which  they  did  not 
inwardly  appove. 

Notw  ithllanding  the  king  had  prohibited  the 
proteftant  preachers  to  meddle  with  controverted 
points,  feveral  of  them  continued  their  exer¬ 
tions  in  the  protellant  caufe  ;  the  king,  provoked 
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chap,  at  this  oppofition,  broke  all  meafures  with  the 
church,  fo  called;  he  eredted  a  new  ecclefiafti- 
cal  commiflion,  to  enforce  obedience  to  his  man¬ 
dates.  He  fent  an  ambaflador  to  Rome,  ro  ac¬ 
knowledge  his  fpiritual  obedience  to  the  Pope, 
and  reconcile  his  kingdoms  to  him.  A  popifh 
nuncio  was  fent  to  London,  who  made  his  pub¬ 
lic  entry  at  Windfor,  with  all  the  uf-ual  forma¬ 
lities.  He  attempted  to  force  papifts  into  the 
Univerfities,  and  fucceeded  at  Oxford.  By  all 
thefe  arbitrary  adfs  he  fhocked  the  fentiments  of 
his  fubjedfs,  confirmed  their  abhorrence  of  his 
meafures,  and  precipitated  his  own  downfal. 

As  the  diflfenters  in  general  were  well  affedted 
toP^he3t'°n  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  the  nation  re- 
OiTnVin  garc^d  the  princefs  as  heir  apparent  to  the  crow'n, 
favour  of  the  king  next  diredfed,  that  their  fentiments 
ofethePpenai  might  be  procured  upon  the  fubjedt,  in  hopes 
and  ceit  that  if  the  prince  fhould  declare  in  their  favour, 
it  might  have  a  beneficial  influence-  on  the  deli¬ 
berations  of  a  parliament.  The  prince,  naturally 
of  a  referved  temper,  w  as  not  forw  ard  to  inter¬ 
meddle  in  the  matter ;  but  at  laft,  left  filence 
might  be  imagined  an  acquiefcence,  the  pen- 
fionary  Fagel  was  authorized  to  convey  the  fenti¬ 
ments  of  himfelf  and  the  princefs,  through  the 
hands  of  Stuart,  who  had  correfponded  with  him 
on  the  fubjedf,  which  were  afterwards  publifh- 
-ivho  is  will-  ed  to  the  nation,  the  purport  of  which  w  as,  that 
coSthe  rflTi  th£Y  were  'willing  to  aflent  to  the  repeal  of  the 
of  thepenai  penal  laws,  as  far  as  they  laid  any  reffraint  on 
laws  but  tjie  free  ]iberty  of  the  confcientious  exercife  of 

not  or  the  .  J  1  •  t  i  ^  . 

tcit.  religious  worthvp,  which  they  were  willing  mould 
be  enjoyed  in  the  fulleft  extent ;  but  as  for  the 
teft,  and  thofe  laws  which  debarred  the  papifts 
from  fitting  in  parliament,  or  getting  into  places 

of 
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of  trull  and  profit  in  government,  they  cou!c1chap. 
by  no  means  agree  to  the  repeal  of  thefe,  as  1V- 
they  were  not  like  the  others,  laws  of  punifh-  ’ 

ment  or  perfecution,  but  merely  a  neceiTary  fecu- 
rity  of  the  protellant  religion.  When  this  was 
publifhed,  it  gave  the  protellants  frefh  fpirits  and 
encouragement;  but  very  much  difgulled  the 
king. 

When  thefe  attempts  failed,  the  king,  deter-  1688. 
minately  bent  on  carrying  his  point,  and  mortify¬ 
ing  the  church  of  England,  from  whom  the 
weight  of  oppofition  arofe,  on  the  27th  of  the 
2d  month  April  168^,  publifhed  a  fecond  decl a-  Second  de¬ 
ration  for  liberty  of  confcience,  fuller  than  the  fbr'Tiberty 
former,  exciting  his  fubjedfs  to  accede  to  it,  and  of  c°nfo- 
to  chufe  fuch  members  of  parliament  as  might  Ke’ 
do  their  parts  to  finith  what  he  had  begun,  lig- 
nifying  his  refolution  to  convene  a  parliament  to 
meet  in  November  next;  with  an  order  of  coun-  direOed  the 
cil  annexed  for  reading  his  declaration  in  dliuXu 
all  churches  and  chapels,  and  diredfions  to^e^adm.=  to 
the  bifhops  to  dillribute  the  fame  through  ail  churches 
their  diocefes  to  be  read  accordingly;  but  tlie and  chaPcls» 
bifhops,  unwilling  to  be  the  inflruments  of  un¬ 
dermining  their  own  interefls,  and  thofe  of  their 
church,  moftly  declined  compliance  with  this  hu¬ 
miliating  and  difagreeable  mandate.  Seven  of 
them  being  in  London,  and  confulting  together  Seven  h- 
what  expedients  to  ufe  on  this  critical  occafion, 
came  to  a  refolution,  to  prefent  an  humble  re-.pUa“«- 
prefentation  to  the  king,  of  the  reafons  why  they 
defired  to  be  excufed  from  complying  with  this 
order  of  council,  alledging  that  the  averfenefs 
they  found  in  themfelves  againlt  it,  proceeded 
neither  from  want  of  duty  and  obedience  to 
fheir  fovereign,  nor  of  due  tendernefs  to  dilr 
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who  are 
committed 
prifoners  to 
the  tower. 


R.  Barclay, 
in  a  confer¬ 
ence  with 
the  impri- 
foned  bi- 
ihops, 
proves  that 
lbme  ef 
their  order 
had  kept 
friends  in 
prifon  ’till 
their  death. 
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Tenters ;  but  becaufe  it  was  founded  upon  fuch  a 
difpenfing  power  as  had  been  repeatedly  declared 
by  the  Parliament  to  be  illegal. 

Although  they  waited  perfonally  upon  the 
king  with  their  petition,  without  communicating 
the  contents  to  any  perfon  whatfoever,  and  pre- 
fented  it  to  the  king's  own  hand,  he  refented 
it  to  Tuch  a  degree,  that  they  were  committed 
prifoners  to  the  tower  of  London.  This  extraordi¬ 
nary  proceeding  occafioned  a  great  alarm 
among  the  people.  The  petition,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  publifhed  by  authority,  with  fatirical 
remarks,  fetting  forth,  that  though  the  bifhops 
had  without  tendernefs  or  mercy  exerciled  many 
inhuman  cruelties  upon  the  diflenters,  they  pro- 
mife  now  to  come  to  a  temper*,  but  it  is  only 
fuch  an  one  as  they  themfelves  fhould  fettle  in 
convocation ;  and  though  they  had  all  along 
vigorouily  endeavoured  to  advance  the  regal 
power  above  all  law’,  when  it  was  ftrained  to  the 
oppreflion  of  diffenters,  yet  now,  when  exerted  for 
their  eafe,  (as  in  1672)  they  want  to  limit  it  by 
law,  that  the  laws  for  perfecution  may  retain  the 
wonted  force,  f 

And  notwithftanding  the  public  temper  was 
warm  in  favour  of  the  bilhops,  yet  the  late 
feverities,  of  Tome  of  their  order  again  ft  the  dif¬ 
fenters,  particularly  the  Quakers  (fo  called) 
occafioning  fome  reflediions  which  came  to  their 
ears,  they  alledged,  7  hat  the  Quakers  belted 
them ,  and  reported  that  they  (the  bijhops)  had 
been  the  caufe  of  the  death  of  fome.  Robert 
Barclay  hearing  of  this,  paid  a  vilit  to  the 
bilhops  in  the  tower,  and  in  a  conference  with 

them 
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them  upon  the  SubjeCl,  gave  them  undeniable  chap. 
proofs  of  fome  perfons,  who  by  order  of  bifhops  lvr*  ^ 
had  been  detained  in  prifon  until  death,  though 
they  had  been  apprized  of  their  danger  by  phv- 
ficians  who  were  no  Quakers.  This  was  So 
manifeftly  evidenced  that  the  bifhops  were  not 
able  to  contradict  it ;  yet  Robert  Barclay  told 
them,  that  fince,  through  change  of  circum- 
ftances,  they  themfelves  were  now  under  op- 
preilion,  it  was  by  no  means  the  intention  of 
the  people  called  Quakers  to  publifh  fuch  inci¬ 
dents,  or  to  give  the  king  or  their  adverfaries 
any  advantage  againft  them  thereby.  And  they 
were  accordingly  very  careful  to  refrain  from 
every  meafure  in  word  and  deed  that  might 
in  any  refpeCt  aggravate  the  cafe  of  the  prison¬ 
ers,  as  elteeming  it  no  time  to  revive  old  animofi- 
ties,  when  the  common  enemy  was  Seeking  an  ad¬ 
vantage. 

In  the  prefent  hate  of  the  nation,  both  the  perrecut;on 
king  and  the  members  of  the  eftablifhed  church  fabfldei. 
endeavouring  to  gain  the  deflenters  to  their  fide, 
perfecution  SubSided,  and  they  enjoyed  liberty  The  Qua- 
of  conscience  without  moleftation.  In  thefe 
circumftances  the  people  called  Quakers  thought  the  king  to 
it  convenient  at  their  yearly  meeting  in  London 
this  Summer  to  draw  up  another  addreSs  to  the  '’r^cfor  ^ 
king,  upon  a  fubjeCt  which  flill  rendered  them the 3cnafe 
expoSed  to  trouble  and  considerable  detriment.  ofoaths- 
This  addreSs  they  prcfented  to  him,  which  was 
as  followeth ; 


“  To 


/ 


200 


HISTORY  of  the 


CHAP. 

tc  To  King  James  the  Second,  over  England,  See. 

1688. 

“  The  humble  addrefs  of  the  people  called 
“  Quakers,  from  their  yearly  meeting  in 
“  London,  the  6th  day  of  the  month  called 
“  June,  1688 : 

“  We,  the  king’s  loving  and  peaceable  fub- 

C£je£ts,  from  divers  parts  of  his  dominions, 

££  being  met  together  in  this  city,  after  our 

“  ufual  manner,  to  infpedf  the  affairs  of  our 

“  chriftian  fociety  throughout  the  world,  think 

“  it  our  duty  humbly  to  reprefent  to  him  the 

“  bleffed  eifedls  the  liberty  he  has  gracioufly 

“  granted  his  people,  to  worihip  God  according  to 

“  their  confciences,  hath  had,  both  on  our  per- 

“  Tons  and  eftates;  for  whereas  formerlv  we 

* 

“  have  ever  had  long  and  forrowful  lifts 
“  brought  to  us  from  all  parts  almoft  of  his 
“  territories,  of  prifoners,  and  the  fpoils  of 
“  goods,  by  violent  and  ill  men,  upon  account 
“  of  confcience,  we  bless  God  and  thank 
“the  king  the  jails  are  every  where  clear, 
“  except  in  cafes  of  tithes  and  the  repairs  of 
“  pariih  churches,  and  fome  few'  about  oaths; 
“  and  we  do  in  all  humility  lay  it  before  the 
a  king  to  coniider  the  hardfhips  our  friends 
“  are  yet  under  for  confcience-fake  in  thofe 
“  refpeefts,  being  in  the  one  chiefly  expofed  to 
“  the  prefent  anger  of  the  offended  clergy, 
“  who  have  therefore  lately  imprifoned  fome  of 
“  them  ’till  death;  and  in  the  other,  they  are 
“  rendered  very  unprofitable  to  the  public  and 
“  themfelves,  for  both  in  reference  to  freedoms 

“  in 
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“  in  corporations,  probates  of  wills  and  tefta-  chap. 
“  ments,  and  adminiftrations,  anfwers  in  Chan- ,  ^ 

“  eery  and  Exchequer,  trials  of  their  juft  titles  ,553. 

“  and  debts,  proceeding  in  their  trade  at  the  cuf- 
“  tom-houfe,  ferving  the  office  of  conftable,  &c. 

“  they  are  difabled,  and  great  advantages  taken 
“  againft  them,  unlefs  the  king’s  favour  do  inter- 
“  pofe ;  and  as  we  humbly  hope  he  may  relieve 
“  us,  fo  we  confidently  afture  ourfelves  he  w  ill 
“  eafe  us  what  he  can. 

“  Now  fince  it  has  pleafed  thee,  O  king,  to  re- 
“  new  to  all  thy  fubjedfs,  by  thy  laft  declaration, 

“  thy  gracious  affurances  to  purfue  the  eftablilh-  t 

“  ment  of  this  chriftian  liberty  and  property  up- 
“  on  an  unalterable  foundation,  and  in  order  to 
“  it  to  hold  a  parliament  in  November  next  at 
“  fartheft.” 

“  We  think  ourfelves  deeply  engaged  to 
“  renew  our  affurances  of  fidelity  and  affedfion, 

“  and  v\  ith  God’s  help  intend  to  do  our  parts 
“  for  the  perfedting  fo  bleiTed  and  glorious  a 
“  work,  that  fo  it  may  be  out  of  the  power  of 
“  any  one  party  to  hurt  another  upon  the  ac- 
“  count  of  confcience.  And  as  we  firmlv  believe 
“  that  God  will  never  defert  this  juft  and  righte- 
“  ous  caufe  of  liberty,  nor  the  king  in  main- 
“  taining  of  it,  fo  we  hope  by  God’s  grace  to 
“  let  the  world  fee  we  can  honeftly  and  heartily 
“  appear  for  liberty  of  confcience,  and  be  inviola- 
“  bly  true  to  our  own  religion,  v\hatever  the  folly 
“  or  malice  of  l'ome  men  on  that  account  may 
“  fuggelt  to  the  contrary.” 

This  addrefs  being  prefented  to  the  king  was 
well  received ;  but  before  the  time  propofed  for 
holding  a  parliament  arrived,  lie  found  it  out 

of 
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c  h  a  p.  of  his  power  to  recrefs  their  grievances,  if  he 
1V-  were  fo  inclined,  or  fupport  himfelf  on  his 
1688^  th10116-  The  legal  confirmation  of  their  prefent 
liberty,  and  their  effectual  deliverance  from  the 
hardships  and  inconveniences,  which  they  ex¬ 
perienced  from  their  confcientious  fcruple  againft 
taking  oaths,  were  referved  for  the  reign  of  his 
fucceffor. 


CHAP.  V. 

The  feven  Bijhops  tried,  and  acquitted. — The 
Queen  reported  to  be  delivered. — Prince  of 
Orange  invades  England. — King  fames  flies  to 
France. — The  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange 
declared  King  and  Queen  of  England. — William 
Penn  falls  under  the  groundless  Suspicion  of 
being  a  Papifl  or  Jefuit. — William  Popple’s 

Letter  to  him  thereupon. — His  Anfwer. - 

William  Penn  fummoned  before  the  Lords  of 
Council. 

c  v  '•  The  bifhops,  who  had  been  imprifoned  in  the 

< - v - 1  tower,  were  brought  to  their  trial  at  the  king’s 

Thfr/en  bench  bar,  f°r  publifhing  a  feditious  libel,  and 
bifhops  tried  acquitted.  The  rejoicings  of  the  people  upon 
and  acquit-  p^is  OCCafion  were  fo  loud  and  fo  general,  that 
they  reached  the  camp  on  Kounflow -heath,  where 
the  foldiers  joined  in  the  general  joy  (although 

the 
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the  king  was  there)  conveying  to  him  a  difguft-  chap. 
ing  token  of  the  little  place  he  had  in  the  affec- 1 
tionsof  his  people,  which  indeed  he  had  taken 
little  pains  to  cultivate. 

It  was  now  clearly  perceived,  that  the  king 
aimed  at  more  than  toleration  of  his  religion, 
and  that  his  defign  was  to  give  it  a  predomi¬ 
nancy  over  every  other,  which  gave  a  very  dis¬ 
couraging  profpebt  to  his  proteftant  Subjects,  as 
they  feared  the  lofs  of  both  their  civil  and  re¬ 
ligious  rights  by  the  intolerant  Spirit  thereof : 
l  heir  hopes  were  chiefly  centered  in  the  king’s 
advanced  age,  and  the  fuccellion  of  the  princels 
of  Orange,  the  prefumptive  heirefs,  to  the  crown, 
who  had  been  educated  in  the  proteftant  reli¬ 
gion.  But  thefe  hopes  were  greatly  damped  by  The  n 
a  report  of  the  queen’s  pregnancy,  and  after-  reported  to 
ward  of  her  being  delivered  of  a  Son,  which  ^  fronT*1 
being  a  circumftance  peculiarly  favourable  to  the 
views  and  defigns  of  the  Romanifts,  and  de¬ 
priving  the  protellants  of  their  expedled  refource, 
occafloned  in  the  latter  a  ftrong  fufpicion  of  a 
deception  :  Many  circumftances  attendant  on 
this  birth  corroborated  thefe  fufpicions.  But  the 
king  Solemnly  afl'erted  the  reality  and  legitimacy 
of  the  birth  of  his  Son. 

The  diflatisfa&ion  of  the  people  was  So  gene-  r  I'ince  of 
ral,  as  to  induce  them  to  unite  in  an  invitation  taTs8^""- 
to  the  prince  of  Orange,  who  brought  over  kni. 
twelve  thoufand  men  to  their  aflillance.  Janies  King  jam:* 
at  the  fame  time  being  deferted  by  many  of  his  jj*«  to 
former  adherents,  was  So  terrified,  that  he  fled  ti?" prince 
to  France,  and  leaving  the  throne  vacant,  a  princefi 
convention  was  Summoned  by  the  Prince,  which  declaim8' 
conferred  the  crown  upon  him  and  his  confort,  kinsanJr 

by  England. 
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chap,  by  the  title  of  William  and  Mary,  king  and  queen 
t  of  England. 

1O08.  When  king  James  was  declining  in  power, 
the  odium  refulting  from  his  meafures  reached 
moft  or  all  who  were  fuppofed  of  his  party,  or 
vindeiCnn  well-affeded  to  his  perfon.  William  Penn  con- 
gtoundiefs  tinued  to  be  expofed  to  much  undeferved  ob- 
being  a  P_-  loquy  on  this  account,  as  appears  by  a  letter 
iuft  °r  ^e"  fr°m  a  particular  friend  of  his,  William  Popple, 
fecretary  to  the  plantation  office,  and  his  anfwer 
thereto,  where  we  may  view  afreffi  the  exagge¬ 
rating  fpirit  of  party,  which  forms  characters 
from  vague  conjectures. 

The  following  lines  are  extracts  from  the  faid 
letter,  and  William  Penn’s  anfwer  thereto. 

imer °oPle's t^ie  Honourable  William  Penn,  Efq; 
him  on  that  “  Proprietor  and  Governor  of  Penfylvania. 

fiibjeit. 

“  Honoured  Sir, 

“Though  the  friendffiip  with' which  you 
“  are  pleafed  to  honour  me,  doth  afford  me 
“  fufficient  opportunities  of  difcourfing  with  you 
“  upon  any  fubjeCt,  yet  I  chufe  rather  at  this 
“  time  to  offer  unto  you  in  waiting  fome  re- 
“  fleClions  which  have  occurred  to  my  thoughts, 
“  in  a  matter  of  no  common  importance.  The 
“  importance  of  it  doth,  primarily  and  direClly, 
p  “  refpeCt  yourfelf,  and  your  own  private  con- 

“  cernments ;  but  it  alfo,  confequentially  and 
“  effectually,  regards  the  king,  his  government, 
“  and  even  the  peace  and  lettlement  of  this 
“  whole  nation.  I  intreat  you,  therefore,  to 
“  bear  with  me,  if  I  endeavour  in  this  manner 
ct  to  give  fome  what  more  weight  unto  my 
“  words  than  would  be  in  a  tranlient  difcourfe, 

4  ‘‘  and 
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and  leave  them  with  you,  as  a  fubjedt  that  chap. 
requires  your  retired  confideration.  t  v‘ 

“  You  are  not  ignorant  that  the  part  you  l6§8i 
have  been  fuppofed  to  have  had  of  late  years 
in  public  affairs,  though  without  either  the 
title,  or  honour,  or  profit  of  any  public 
office,  and  that  efpecially  your  avowed  en¬ 
deavours  to  introduce  amongft  us  a  general 
and  inviolable  liberty  of  confcience  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  mere  religion,  have  occalioned  the 
millakes  of  fome  men,  provoked  the  malice 
of  others,  and,  in  the  end,  have  raifed  againft 
you  a  multitude  of  enemies,  who  have  un¬ 
worthily  defamed  you  with  fuch  imputations, 
as,  I  am  fure,  you  abhor.  This  I  know  you 
have  been  fufficiently  informed  of,  though  I 
doubt  you  have  not  made  fufficient  reflection 
upon  it :  The  confcioufnefs  of  your  own  in¬ 
nocence  feems  to  me  to  have  given  you  too 
great  a  contempt  of  fuch  unjuft  and  ill- 
grounded  Handers  :  For  however  glorious  it 
is,  and  reafonable,  for  a  truly  virtuous  mind, 
whofe  inward  peace  is  founded  upon  that  rock 
of  innocence,  to  defpife  the  empty  noife  of 
popular  reproach,  yet  even  that  fublimity  of 
fjpirit  may  fometimes  fwell  to  a  reproveable 
excefs. 

“  But  I  muft  not  entertain  you  w  ith  a  de¬ 
clamation  upon  this  general  theme.  My  bu- 
finefs  is  to  reprefent  to  you,  more  particular¬ 
ly,  thofe  very  imputations  which  are  calf 
upon  yourfelf,  together  with  fome  of  their 
evident  confequences ;  that,  if  poffible,  1  may 
thereby  move  you  to  labour  after  a  remedy. 

The  fource  of  all  arifes  from  the  ordinary 
accefs  you  have  unto  the  king,  the  credit  you 

“  are 
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c  h  a  p.  “  are  fuppofed  to  have  with  him.  and  the  deep 
“  jealoufy  that  fome  people  have  conceived  of 
“  his  intentions  in  reference  to  religion.  Their 
“jealoufy  is,  that  his  aim  has  been  to  fettle 
“Popery  in  this  nation,  not  only  in  a  fair  and 
“  fecure  liberty,  but  even  in  a  predominating 
“  fuperiority  over  all  o'her  profeilions  :  And 
“  from  hence  the  inference  follows,  that  who- 
“  foever  has  any  part  in  the  councils  of  this 
“  reign,  mulf  needs  be  popifhly  afffedled  :  but 
“  that  to  have  fo  great  a  part  in  them,  as  you 
“  are  faid  to  have  had,  can  happen  to  none  but 
“  an  abfolute  papift.  That  is  the  direct  charge  ; 
“  but  that  is  not  enough ;  your  pod  is  too 
“  confiderable  for  a  Papift  of  an  ordinary  form, 
“  and  therefore  you  mud  be  a  Jefuit  :  Nay,  to 
“  confirm  that  fuggedion,  it  mud  be  accom- 
“  panied  with  all  the  circumdances  that  may 
“  bed  give  it  an  air  of  probability;  as  that  you 
“  have  been  bred  at  St.  Omer's  in  the  jefuit's 
“college;  that  you  have  taken  orders  at  Rome, 
“  and  there  obtained  a  difpenfation  to  marry ; 
“  and  that  you  have  fince  that  frequently  offi- 
“  ciated  as  a  pried,  in  the  celebration  of  the 
“  mafs  at  Whitehall,  St.  James's,  and  other 
“  places.  And,  this  being  admitted,  nothing 
“  can  be  too  black  to  be  cad  upon  you. 

“  Now  that  I  may  the  more  effectually  per- 
“  fuade  you  to  apply  fome  remedy  to  this  dif- 
“  eafe,  1  befeech  you,  Sir,  fuller  me  to  lay  be* 
“  fore  you  fome  of  its  pernicious  confequences. 
“  It  is  not  a  trifling  matter  for  a  perfon,  raifed, 
“  as  you  are,  above  the  common  level,  to  lie 
“  under  the  prejudice  of  fo  general  a  miffake, 
“  in  fo  important  a  matter.  The  general  and 
“  the  long  prevalency  of  any  opinion  gives  it  a 

“  ffrength, 
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11  ftrength,  Specially  among  the  vulgar,  that  is  chap. 

“  not  eafily  fhaken.  And  as  it  happens  that  t  _ | 

“  you  have  alfo  enemies  of  an  higher  rank, 

“  who  will  be  ready  to  improve  fuch  popular 
“  miftakes,  by  all  forts  of  malicious  art  fices, 

“  it  mult  be  taken  for  granted  that  thofe  errors 
“  will  be  thereby  ftill  more  confirmed,  and  the 
“  inconveniences  that  may  arife  from  thence  no 
“  lefs  increaled.  This,  Sir,  I  allure  you,  is  a 
“  melancholy  profpecft  to  your  friends ;  for  we 
“  know  you  have  fuch  enemies. 

“  Pardon,  I  entreat  you,  Sir,  the  earneftnefs 
“  of  thefe  exprefiions ;  nay,  fuffer  me,  without 
“  offence,  to  expoftulate  with  you  yet  a  little 
“  farther.  I  am  fearful  lelt  thefe  perfonal  con- 
“  fiderations  fliould  not  have  their  due  weight 
“  with  you,  and  therefore  I  cannot  omit  to  re- 
“  fledt  alfo  upon  fome  more  general  confequences 
“  of  your  particular  reproach.  I  have  faid  it 
“  already,  that  the  king,  his  honour,  his  go- 
“  vernment,  and  even  the  peace  and  fettlement 
“  of  this  whole  nation,  either  are,  or  have 
“  been,  concerned  in  this  matter  :  Your  repu- 
“  tation,  as  you  are  faid  to  have  meddled  in 
“  public  affairs,  has  been  of  public  concern- 
“  ment.  The  promoting  a  general  liberty  of 
“  confcience  having  been  your  particular  pro- 
“  vince,  the  afperfion  of  popery  and  jefuitifm 
“  that  has  been  call  upon  you,  has  refleifted 
“  upon  his  majefty,  for  having  made  ufe,  in 
“  that  affair,  of  fo  difguifed  a  pcrfonage  as  you 
“  are  fuppofed  to  have  been.  It  has  weakened 
“  the  force  of  all  your  endeavours,  obltrudled 
“  their  effect,  and  contributed  greatly  to  dif- 
“  appoint  this  poor  nation  of  that  ineltimable 
“  happinefs,  and  fecure  eltablifhmeni,  which  I 
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c  h  a  p.  “  am  perfuaded  you  defigned,  and  which  all 

t  y* “  good  and  wife  men  agree,  that  a  juft  and  in- 

1688.  “  viable  liberty-  of  confcience  would  infallibly 
“  produce.  I  heartily  wifh  this  confideration 
“  had  been  fooner  laid  to  heart,  and  that  fome 
“  demonftrative  evidence  of  your  fincerity  in 
“  the  profeflion  you  make,  had  accompanied  all 
“  your  endeavours  for  liberty. 

“  But  what  do'  I  fay,  or  what  do  I  wifh  for  ? 
“  I  confefs  that  I  am  now  ftruck  with  aftonifh- 
“  mentat  that  abundant  evidence  which  I  know 
“  you  have  conftantly  given,  of  the  oppofition 
*  “  of  your  principles  to  thole  of  the  Romiftl 

“  church,  and  at  the  little  regard  there  has  been, 
“  had  to  it.  If  an  open  profellion  of  the  di- 
“  reCteft  oppofition  againft  popery  that  has  ever 
“  appeared  in  the  world,  lince  popery  w’as  firft 
“  diftinguilhed  from  common  chriftianity,  would 
“  ferve  the  turn,  this  cannot  be  denied  to  all 
“  thofe  of  that  fociety,  with  which  you  are 
“  joined  in  the  duties  of  religious  worfhip.  If 
“  to  have  maintained  the  principles  of  that  fo- 
“  ciety,  by  frequent  and  fervent  difcourfes,  by 
“  many  elaborate  writings,  by  fuffering  igno- 
“  miny,  imprifonment,  and  other  manifold  dif- 
<c  advantages  in  defence  thereof,  can  be  ad- 
“  mitted  as  any  proof  of  your  fmcere  adherence 
<{  thereunto,  this,  it  is  evident  to  the  world, 
“  you  have  done  already:  Nav  farther,  if  to  have 
“  enquired  as  far  as  was  polTibie  for  you,  into 
<c  the  particular  ftories  that  have  been  framed 
“  againft  you,  and  to  have  fought  all  means  of 
“  rectifying  the  miftakes  upon  which  they  were 
“  grounded,  could  in  any  meafure  avail  to  the 
“  fettling  a  true  charatfier  of  you  in  men's  judg- 
“  ments;  this  alfo  I  know  you  have  done. 

3  “  Nay 
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“  Nay  I  have  feen  alfo  your  Juftification  from  c  HyA  p- 
‘another  calumny  of  common  fame,  about 
‘your  having  kidnapped  one  who  had  formerly  i6b8. 

‘  been  a  monk,  out  of  your  American  pro- 
‘  vince,  to  deliver  him  here  into  the  hands  of 
‘his  enemies;  I  fay,  I  have  feen  your  juftifi- 
‘  cation  from  that  ftory  under  that  perfon’s 
‘  own  hand  :  And  his  return  to  Penfylvania, 

‘  where  he  now  relicles,  mav  be  an  irrefragable 
‘  confutation  of  it,  to  any  that  will  take  the 
‘  pains  to  enquire  thereinto. 

“  Really  it  afrli<51s  me  verv  much  to  confider 
‘  that  all  this  does  not  fuffice.  If  I  had  not 
‘  that  particular  refpedt  for  you,  which  l  fln- 
‘  cerely  profefs;  yeti  could  not  but  be  much 
‘  affeRed,  that  any  man  who  had  fo  defervedly 
‘  acquired  fo  fair  a  reputation  as  you  have  for- 
‘  merly  had,  whofe  integrity  and  veracity  had 
‘  always  been  reputed  fpotlefs,  and  whofe  cha- 
‘  rity  had  been  continually  exercifed  in  ferving 
‘  others,  at  the  dear  expenfe  of  his  time,  his 
4  ftrength,  and  his  ellate,  without  any  other 
‘  recompcnfe  than  what  rcfults  from  the  con- 
‘  fcioufnefs  ol  doing  good  ;  1  fay,  1  could  not 
‘  but  be  much  afte&ed,  to  fee  any  fuch  per- 
4  fon  fall  innocently  and  undefervedlv  under 
4  fuch  unjuft  reproaches  as  you  have  done.  It 
‘  is  a  hard  cafe;  and  I  think  no  man,  that  has 
4  any  bowels  of  humanity,  can  refle<ft  upon  it, 

4  without  great  relentings. 

44  Since  therefore  it  is  fo,  and  that  fc meriting 
4  remains  yet  to  be  done,  fomething  more  ex- 
‘  prefs,  and  cfpecially  more  public,  than  has 
4  yet  been  done  for  your  vindication,  1  beg 
4  of  you,  dear  Sir,  bv  all  the  tender  efficacy, 

4  that  friendfhip,  cither  mine,  or  that  of  your 

Yol.  Ill.  (J  44  friends 
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chap.  “  friends  and  relations  together,  can  have  upon 
,  vj  “  you ;  by  the  due  regard  which  humanity, 
1688.  “  and  even  chriftianity,  obliges  you  to  have  to 

‘'•your  reputation;  by  the  duty  you  owe  unto 
“  the  king;  by  your  love  to  the"  land  of  your 
“nativity;  and  by  the  caufe  of  univerfal  re- 
“  ligion  and  eternal  truth ;  let  not  the  fcandal 
“  of  infincerity,  that  1  have  hinted  at,  lie  any 
“  longer  upon  you ;  but  let  the  fenfe  of  all 
“  thefe  obligations  perfuade  you  to  gratify  your 
“  friends  and  relations  and  to  ferve  your  king, 
“  your  country,  and  your  religion,  by  fuch  a 
“  public  vindication  of  your  honour,  as  your 
“  own  prudence,  upon  thefe  fuggeftions,  will 
“  now  fhew  you  to  be  mod  necelTary,  and  moft 
“  expedient.  1  am,  with  unfeigned  and  moft 
“  refpedtful  affection. 

“  Honoured  Sir, 

“  Your  moft  humble 
“  And  moft  obedient  fervant/* 

“  London,  October  the 
“  20th,  1688. 


W.  Penn’s  Anfwer  to  the  foregoing  Letter. 

“  Worth v  Friend, 

“  It  is  now  above  twenty  years,  I  thank  God, 
“  that  I  have  not  been  very  felicitous  what  the 
“  world  thought  of  me.  For  fmee  I  had  the 
“  knowledge  of  religion  from  a  principle  in 
“  myfelf,  the  frft  and  main  point  with  me  has 
“  been,  to  approve  myfelf  in  the  fight  of  God, 

“  through 
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“  through  patience  and  well  doing  :  So  that  the  chap. 
“world  has  not  had  weight  enough  with  me,, 

“  to  Puffer  its  good  opinion  to  raife  rue,  or  its 
“  ill  opinion  to  dejebt  me.  And  if  that  had 
“  been  the  only  motive  of  conlideration,  and 
“  not  the  delire  of  a  good  friend,  in  the  name 
“  of  many  others,  I  had  been  as  iilent  to  thy 
“  letter,  as  I  ufed  to  be  to  the  idle  and  malicious 
“  fhams  of  the  times :  But,  as  the  laws  of 
“  friendfhip  are  Pacred,  with  thoPe  that  value 
“  that  relation,  Po  I  confePs  this  to  be  a  princi- 
“  pal  one  with  me,  not  to  deny  a  friend  the 
“  Patisfajflion  he  defires,  when  it  may  be  done 
“  without  offence  to  a  good  confcience. 

“  The  bufinefs  chiefly  infilled  upon,  is  my 
“  popery,  and  endeavours  to  promote  it.  1  do  Pay 
“  then,  and  that  with  all  fincerity,  that  1  am  not 
“  only  no  Jefuit,  but  no  Papill.  And  which  is 
“  more,  1  never  had  any  temptation  upon  me  to  be 
“  one,  either  from  doubts  in  my  own  mind  about 
“  the  way  1  profePs,  or  from  the  difcourPe  or 
“  writings  of  any  of  that  religion.  And,  in 
“  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God,  1  do  declare 
“  that  the  king  did  never  once,  diredfly  or  in- 
“  diredily,  attack  me,  or  tempt  me,  upon  that 
“  fubjedt,  the  many  years  that  1  have  had  the 
“  advantage  of  a  free  acceis  to  him ;  fo  unjuft, 

“  as  well  as  fordidly  falfe,  are  all  thefe  (lories 
“  of  the  town. 

“  The  only  reafon  that  I  can  apprehend 
“  they  have  to  repute  me  a  Roman  catholick, 

“  is,  my  frequent  going  to  Whitehall,  a  place 
“  no  more  forbid  to  me  than  to  the  re  it  of  the 
“  world,  who,  it  feems,  find  much  fairer  quar- 
“  ter.  1  have  almolt  continually  had  one  bu- 
“  finefs  or  other  there  for  our  friends,  whom  l 

O  2  “  ever 
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CH  A  p.  “  ever  ferved  with  a  Ready  felicitation,  through 
v-  “  all  times,  fmce  I  was  of'  their  communion.  1 
“  had  alio  a  great  many  perfonal  good  offices  to 
1  ^  ’  “  do,  upon  a  principle  of  charity  for  people  of 

“  all  perfuafions,  thinking  it  a  duty  to  improve 
*  «'  the  little  intered  i  had,  for  the  good  of  thofe 

“  that  needed  it,  efpecially  the  poor.  1  might 
“  add  fomething  of  my  own  affairs  too ;  though 
“  {  muff  own  (if  1  may  without  vanity)  that 
“  they  have  ever  had  the  lead:  fhare  of  my 
“  thoughts  or  pains,  or  elfe  they  would  not 
“  have°dill  depended  as  they  yet  do. 

“  But  becaufe  fome  people  are  fo  unjuft,  as 
«  to  render  indances  for  my  popery,  (or  ra- 
“  ther  hypocrify,  for  fo  it  would  be  in  me)  it  is 
“  fit  I  contradict  them  as  particularly  as  they 
“  accufe  me.  I  fay  then,  folemnly,  that  I  am 
«  fo  far  from  having  been  bred  at  St.  Omer's, 
“  and  having  received  orders  at  Rome,  that  I 
“  never  was  at  either  place,  nor'  do  I  know  any 
‘  body  there ;  nor  had  I  ever  a  correfpondence 
“with  anv  body  in  thofe  places;  which  is  ano- 
“  ther  d6ry  invented  againft  me.  And  as  for 
«  my  officiating  in  the  king's  chapel,  or  any 
“  other,  it  is  fo  ridiculous,  as  well  as  untrue, 
“  that  betides  that  no  body  can  do  it  but  a 
“  pried,  and  that  I  have  been  married  to  a 
“  woman  of  fome  condition  above  fixteen  years, 
“  which  no  pried  can  be,  by  any  difpenfation 
“  whatever;  I  have  not  fo  much  as  looked  into 
“  anv  chapel  of  the  Roman  religion,  and  con- 
«  fequently  not  the  king's,  though  a  common 
“  curiofity  warrants  it  daily  to  people  of  all  per- 
“  fuafions. 
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“  And  once  for  all,  I  do  fay,  that  I  am  a  c  h  a  p. 
“  proteftant  diiTenter,  and  to  that  degree  fuch,  '  • 

“  that  I  challenge  the  molt  celebrated  protellant 
“  of  the  English  church,  or  any  other,  on  that 
<{  head,  be  he  layman  or  clergyman,  in  public 
“  or  in  private.  For  I  would  have  fuch  people 
“  knovs,  it  is  not  impollible  for  a  true  protef- 
‘‘  tant  diiTenter  to  be  dutiful,  thankful,  and 
“  ferviceable  to  the  king,  though  he  be  of  the 
“  Roman  catholick  communion.  We  hold  not 
“  our  property  or  protection  from  him  by  our 
“  perfuafion  ;  and  therefore  his  perfualion  Ihould 
“  not  be  the  meafure  of  our  allegiance.  1  am 
“  lorry  to  fee  fo  many,  that  feem  fond  of 
“  the  reformed  religion,  by  their  difafFeCtion  to 
“  him,  recommend  it  fo  ill.  Whatever  practices 
“  of  Roman  catholicks  we  might  reafonably  ob- 
“  jedl  againil,  (and  no  doubt  but  fuch  there  are) 

“  yet  he  has  difclaimed  and  reprehended  tliofe 
“  ill  things  by  his  declared  opinion  againil  per- 
“  fecution,  by  the  eafe  in  which  he  actually 
“  indulges  all  diflenters;  and  by  the  confirma- 
“  tion  he  offers  in  parliament,  for  the  fecurity 
“  of  the  protellant  religion  and  liberty  of  com 
“  fcience.  And  in  his  honour,  as  well  as  in 
“  my  own  defence,  I  am  obliged  in  confcience 
“  to  fay,  that  he  has  ever  declared  to  me,  it 
“was  his  opinion;  and  on  all  occafions,  when 
“  duke,  he  never  refufed  me  the  repeated  proofs 
“  of  it,  as  often  as  1  had  any  poor  fufferers  for 
“  confcience-fake  to  folicit  his  help  for. 

“  But  fome  may  be  apt  to  fay,  why  not  any 
“  body  elfe  as  well  as  1?  Why  tnttjl  I  have  the 
“  preferable  accefs  to  other  ihffenlers,  if  not  a 
“  paptft  ?  1  anfwer,  1  know  not  that  it  is  fo. 

But  this  1  know,  that  \  have  piade  it  i uy 
,  ,  province 
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c  HVA  F’  U  province  and  bufinefs;  I  have  followed  and 

, _ _ ,  “  preffed  it;  I  took  it  for  my  calling  and  da- 

1688.  “  tion,  and  have  kept  it  above  thefe  fixteen 
“years;  and,  which  is  more,  (if  I  may  fay  it 
“  without  vanity  or  reproach)  wholly  at  my 
“  own  charges  too.  To  this  let  me  add  the  re- 
“  lation  my  father  had  to  this  king’s  fervice,  his 
“  particular  favour  in  getting  me  releafed  out 
“  of  the  Tower  of  London  in  1669,  my  father’s 
humble  requed  to  him,  upon  his  death-bed, 
“  to  protevd  me  from  the  inconveniencies  and 
“  troubles  my  perfuafron  might  expofe  me  to, 
“  and  his  friencily  promife  to  do  it,  and  exact 
“  performance  of  it,  from  the  moment  I  ad- 
“  dreded  myfelf  to  him  :  I  fay,  when  all  this 
“  is  confidered,  any  body,  that  has  the  lead 
“  pretence  to  good-nature,  gratitude,  or  gene- 
“  rofitv,  mud  needs  know  how  to  interpret  my 
“  accefs  to  the  king. 

“  But,  alas,  I  am  not  without  my  apprehen- 
tc  dons  of  the  caufe  of  this  behaviour  towards 
tc  me,  and  in  this  1  perceive  we  agree;  I  mean 
“  my  condant  zeal  for  an  impartial  liberty  of 
“  confcience.  But  if  that  be  it,  the  caufe  is 
“  too  good  to  be  in  pain  about.  I  ever  under- 
“  Hood  that  to  be  the  natural  right  of  all  men  ; 
“  and  that  he  that  had  a  religion  without  it,  his 
“religion  was  none  of  his  own;  for  what  is 
u  not  the  religion  of  a  man’s  choice,  is  the  re- 
“  ligicn  of  him  that  impefes  it :  fo  that  liberty 
“  of  confcience  is  the  firft  ftep  to  have  a  reh- 
“  gion.  This  is  no  new  opinion  with  me.  I 
“  have  writ  manv  apologies  within  the  lad 
“  twenty  years  to  defend  it,  and  that  impartially. 
“  Yet  1  have  ascondantly  declared,  that  bounds 
“  ought  to  be  fet  to  this  freedom,  and  that  mo- 

“  rality 
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“  raiity  was  the  heft;  and  that  as  often  as  tbatc  h  a  p. 
“  was  violated,  under  a  pretence  of  confcience, ,  N ' 

“  it  was  fit  the  civil  power  fiiould  take  place, 
u  Nor  did  I  ever  once  think  of  promoting  any 
“  fort  of  liberty  of  confcience  for  any  body, 

“  which  did  not  preferve  the  common  protef- 
“  fancy  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  ancient  rights 
“  of  the  government.  For,  to  fay  truth,  the  one 
“  cannot  be  maintained  without  the  other. 

“  Upon  the  whole  matter,  I  muft  fay,  I  love 
“  England;  I  ever  did  fo;  and  that  I  am  not 
“  in  her  debt.  I  never  valued  time,  money,  or 
“  kindred,  to  ferve  her  and  do  her  good.  No 
“  party  could  ever  biafs  me  to  her  prejudice, 

“  nor  any  perfonal  intereft  oblige  me  in  her 
“  wrong.  For  I  always  abhorred  difcounting 
“  private  favours  at  the  public  cod. 

“  Would  I  have  made  my  market  of  the  fears 
“  and  jealoufies  of  the  people,  when  this  king 
“  came  to  the  crown,  I  had  put  twenty  thou- 
“  fand  pounds  in  my  pocket,  and  an  hundred 
“  thoufand  into  my  province ;  for  mighty  num- 
“  bers  of  people  were  then  upon  the  wing:  But 
“  1  waved  it  all;  hoped  for  better  times;  ex- 
“  peffed  the  effedts  of  the  king's  word  for  IF 
“  berty  of  confcience,  and  happincfs  by  it ;  and, 

“  till  I  faw  my  friends,  with  the  kingdom,  de- 
“  livered  from  the  legal  bondage,  which  penal 
“  laws  for  religion  had  fubjebted  them  to,  1 
“  could  with  no  fatisfadtion  think  of  leaving; 
“England;  though  much  to  my  prejudice  bc- 
“  yond  fea,  and  at  my  great  expenfe  here ; 

“  having  in  all  this  time,  never  had  either 
“  office  or  penlion,  and  always  refufing  the  re- 
“  wards  or  gratuities  of  thofe  I  have  been  able 
f<  to  o!>iige. 
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HVA  p.  “  Jf  therefore  an  univerfal  charity,  if  the  af- 
c‘  ferting  an  impartial  liberty  of  confcience,  if 
i  jot.  “  doing  to  others  as  one»would  be  done  by,  and 
“  an  open  avowing  and  lteady  pradfifmg  of 
“  thefe  things,  in  all  times  and  to  all  parties, 
“  will  juflly  lay  a  man  under  the  reflection  of 
“  being  a  jefuit,  or  a  papifl  of  any  rank,  I 
“  muft  not  only  fubmit  to  the  character,  but 
“embrace  it  too;  and  1  care  not  who  knows 
“  that  1  can  wear  it  with  more  pleafure,  than  it 
“  is  poflible  for  them  with  any  juflice  to  give  it 
“  me.  For  thefe  are  corner- flones  and  princi- 
“  pies  with  me;  and  1  am  fcar.dalized  at  all 
w  buildings,  that  have  them  not  for  their  foun- 
“  dations.  For  religion  itfelf  is  an  empty  name 
t£  without  them,  a  whited  wall,  a  painted  fepul- 
“  chre,  no  life  or  virtue  to  the  foul ;  no  good, 
“  or  example,  to  one’s  neighbour.  Let  us  not 
“  flatter  ourfelves.  IV e  can  never  be  the  belter 
“  for  ov.r  religion ,  if  cur  neighbour  be  the  worfe 
“  for  it. 

“  Fie  that  fufFers  his  difference  with  his  neigh- 
“  hour  about  the  other  world  to  carrv  him  be»s 

j 

“  yond  the  line  of  moderation  in  this,  is  the 
“  worfe  for  his  opinion,  even  though  it  be 
“  true.  It  is  too  little  conlidered  bv  cnriflians, 
<c  that  men  may  hold  the  truth  in  unrighteoufnefs, 
“  that  thev  may  be  orthodox,  and  not  know 
11  whatfpirit  they  are  of:  fo  were  the  apoltles 
“of  our  Lord;  they  believed  in  him,  yet  let 
“  a  fa  lie  zeal  do  violence  to  their  judgment 
“  and  their  unwarrantable  heat  contradidt  the 
*c  great  end  of  their  Saviour’s  coming,  love. 

“  Men  may  be  angry  for  God’s  fake,  and 
“  kill  people  too.  ChriR  fa  id  if,  and  too  many 

“  have 
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<s  have  praclifed  it.  Bat  what  fort  of  chridians  c  n  a  p. 
“  muft  they  be,  I  pray,  that  can  hate  in  his  t  x  ‘ 

“  name,  who  bids  us  love ;  and  kill  for  his 
“  fake,  that  forbids  killing,  and  commands  love, 

“  even  to  enemies? 

“  Whatfoever  divides  man’s  heart  from  God, 
u  feparates  it  from  his  neighbour;  and  he  that 
“  loves  felf  more  than  God,  can  never  love  his 
“  neighbour  as  himfelf.  For  as  the  apodle  faid, 

“  If  we  do  not  love  him ,  whom  we  have  feen  ; 

“  how  can  we  love  God  whom  we  have  not  feen  ? 

“  Since  all  of  all  parties  profefs  to  believe  in 
“  God,  Chrid,  the  Spirit,  and  fcripture,  that 
“  the  foul  is  immortal,  that  there  are  eternal 
“  rewards  and  punilhments,  and  that  the  vir- 
“  tuous  (hall  receive  the  one,  and  the  wicked 
“  fuller  the  other;  I  fay,  fince  this  is  the  com- 
“  mon  faith  of  chridendom,  let  us  all  refolve, 

“  in  the  flrength  of  God,  to  live  up  to  what 
“  we  agree  in,  before  we  fall  out  fo  miferably 
“  about  the  reft,  in  which  we  differ.  1  am  per- 
“  fuaded,  the  change  and  comfort  which  that 
“  pious  courfe  would  bring  us  to,  would  go 
“  very  far  to  difpofe  our  natures  to  compound 
“  eafily  for  all  the  reft,  and  we  might  hope  yet 
“  to  fee  happy  days  in  poor  England ;  for 
“  there  I  would  have  fo  good  a  work  begun. 

“  And  how  it  is  pofhble  for  the  eminent  men 
“  of  every  religious  perfuafion  (efpecially  the 
“  prefent  minifters  of  the  pariflies  of  England) 

“  to  think  of  giving  an  account  to  God  at  the 
“  lad  day,  without  ullng  the  utmod  of  their 
“  endeavours  to  moderate  the  members  of  their 
“  refpeftive  communions  toward  thofe  that  dif- 
“  fer  from  them,  is  a  myderv  to  me!  but  this  1 
"  know,  and  mud  lay  it  at  their  doors,  1  charge 

“  alfo 
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chap.  “  alio  ray  own  foul  with  it  God  requires  mode - 
t  ^  “  ration  and  humility  from  us  ;  for  he  is  at  hand 

1 688.  “  who  will  not  fpare  to  judge  our  impatience, 

“  if  we  have  no  patience  for  one  another.  The 
“  eternal  God  rebuke  (I  befeech  him)  the  wrath 
“  of  man,  and  humble  all  under  the  fenfe  of 
“  the  evil  of  this  day;  and  yet  (unworthy  as  we 
“  are)  give  us  peace,  for  his  holy  name's 
“  fake ! 

“  It  is  now  time  to  end  this  letter,  and  I  will 
“  do  it  without  faying  any  more  than  this  ; 
“  thou  feed  my  defence  againft  popular  ca- 
“  lumny;  thou  feeft  what  my  thoughts  are  of 
“  our  condition,  and  the  way  to  better  it ;  and 
“  thou  feed;  my  hearty  and  humble  prayer  to 
“Almighty  God,  to  incline  us  to  be  wife,  if  it 
“  were  but  for  our  own  fakes.  I  fhall  only  add 
“  that  I  am  extremelv  fenfible  of  the  kindnefs 

J 

“  and  jultice  intended  me  by  my  friends  on  this 
“  occafion,  and  that  I  am,  for  that  and  many 

“  more  reafons, 

“  Thy  obliged  and  affectionate  friend, 

“  WILLIAM  PENN.’4 


Teddirgton,  Oflober 
the  zy.h,  1688. 

N ot w ithllan ding  the  foregoing  explanation  of 
his  conduct;  his  clear  refutation  of  fundry  ca¬ 
lumnies  charged  upon  him  ;  his  open  profellion 
of  his  faith  as  a  proteftant,  and  the  unequivocal 
proofs  he  had  continually  given  thereof,  and 
of  his  fincerity  in  adopting  and  maintaining  the 
principles  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  whereby 
he  w  as  reftnained  from  the  lead  intermeddling  in 

any 
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any  plot  in  favour  of,  or  againff  any  perfon  chap. 
whatever;  yet  William  Penn’s  intimacy  with  v* 
the  late  king  had  fo  firmly  fixed  jealoufies 
of  him  in  many  minds  of  all  ranks,  as  upon  this 
revolution  of  government,  occafioned  him  confi- 
derable  embarrallment  and  inconvenience  for 
fome  time  after. 

On  the  ioth  of  December  1688,  walking  in  w- 
Whitehall,  he  was  fent  for  by  the  lords  of  the  [efoTe  "he 
council,  then  fitting;  and,  though  nothing  apD0or^°fth 
peared  againff  him,  and  he  afTured  them  that  he  grit  tike. ' 
had  done  nothing,  but  what  he  could  anfwer  be¬ 
fore  God,  and  all  the  princes  in  the  world;  that 
he  loved  his  country  and  the  protejlant  religion 
above  his  life,  and  never  a<5fed  againff  either ; 
that  all  he  ever  aimed  at  in  his  public  endea¬ 
vours,  was  no  other  than  what  the  prince  him- 
felf  had  declared  for;  that  king  James  was  al¬ 
ways  his  friend,  and  his  father’s  friend,  and  in 
gratitude  he  was  the  king’s,  and  did  ever,  as 
much  as  in  him  lav,  influence  him  to  his  true 
interefl ;  yet  they  obliged  him  to  give  fureties 
for  h  s  appearance  the  hrif  day  of  the  next  term; 
which  he  did,  and  then  was  continued  on  the 
fame  fecuritv  to  Laffer  term  following,  on  the  lalt 
day  of  which,  no  caufe  of  crimination  appearing, 
he  was  cleared  in  open  court,  f 

This  year  Rebecca  1  ravers  of  London  died.  Death  of 
She  was  born  about  the  year  1609,  received  a  K'  Ir*ve‘s 
religious  education,  and  w  as  a  zealous  profeffor 
among  the  baptilfs.  In  the  year  1654,  James 
Naylor  came  up  to  London,  and  being  engaged 
to  difpute  with  the  baptilfs,  Rebecca’s  curiolity 
drew  her,  with  many  others,  to  hear  the  deputa¬ 
tion  : 


J  Penn's  Life,  prtge  199. 
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chap,  tion :  And,  coming  under  the  impreflion  of  the 
v-  prevailing  prejudices,  which  public  rumour  cir- 
i688.  culated  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Quakers,  fne 
pleafed  herfelf  with  hopes  of  enjoying  the  fatif- 
faCtion,  of  beholding  the  conqueit  and  triumph 
of  her  partv  over  their  fimple  and  illiterate  an- 
tagonift.  For  fhe  had  heard  of  a  people  in  the 
North  called  Quakers,  who  were  principally  re¬ 
markable  for  their  fimplicity  and  ruftick  beha¬ 
viour  ;  for  a  manner  of  worlhip  ftrangely  differ¬ 
ent  from  all  others ;  and  a  ftrenuous  oppofition 
to  all  the  public  teachers;  whereby  they  gave 
offence  not  only  to  the  vain,  but  even  the  reli- 
gious  part  of  the  people  were  ready  to  condemn 
them.  Thus  piepoffeffed,  fhe  came  to  hear  the 
difpute,  which  turned  out  very  differently  from 
her  expedition  ;  for  the  plain  peafant  proved  an 
over-match  for  the  champions  of  the  baptifls, 
making  his  replies  and  remarks  fo  clofely  and  fo 
powerfully,  that  lhe  thought  fine  felt  his  words 
finite  them.  When  one  and  another  of  them 
gave  out,  a  third  attacked  him  with  confidence, 
as  if  he  would  have  borne  down  all  oppofition ; 
but  producing  fcriptures,  which  turned  againfl 
him,  he  alfo,  being  confuted,  was  obliged  to 
give  up. 

Rebecca  was  afliamed  and  confounded  to  find 
a  man  fo  fimple  in  appearance  fiiould  get  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  their  learned  men;  which  affected 
her  with  ferious  confederations,  and  abated  her 
pre-conceived  prejudice  fo  far,  as  to  beget  in 
her  a  defire,  to  hear  him  in  the  exercife  cf  his 
miniitry,  who  had  managed  the  controverfv  fo 
much  beyond  her  expectation  ;  fhe  had  foon  af¬ 
ter  the  opportunity  of  gratifying  her  defire,  at 
a  meeting  at  Bull  apd  Mouth,  and  was  at  that 

time 
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time  fo  fully  convinced,  that,  when  fhe  came  c  h  a  p. 
home,  flie  expreffed  her  appreheniion,  “  that 
“  fince  the  apoilles  days  truth  could  not  be  more 
“  plainly  laid  down,  nor  in  greater  power  and 
“  demonftration  of  the  fpirit,  than  ilie  had  heard 
“  it  that  day ;  and  from  that  time  forward  fhe 
“  attended  the  meetings  of  this  people/'’ 

Soon  after  fhe  was  invited  by  a  fiiend  to 
dinner  with  James  Naylor,  where  one  prefent, 
being  high  in  notions,  put  many  curious  quef- 
tions  to  James  Naylor,  to  which  he  returned  per¬ 
tinent  anfwers;  to  which  Rebecca  Travers  giv¬ 
ing  clofe  attention,  James  Naylor,  perceiving  her 
delirous  to  comprehend  truth  in  her  undemand¬ 
ing,  rather  than  apply  it  to  rectify  her  heart  and 
affections,  taking  her  by  the  hand,  faid,  “  feed 
“  noton  knowledge;  it  is  as  certainly  forbidden 
“  to  thee  as  ever  it  was  to  Eve  :  It  is  good  to 
“  look- upon,  but  not  to  feed  upon  ;  for  whofoever 
“  feeds  upon  knowledge,  dies  to  the  innocent 
“  life/*  This  admonition  fire  received  as  truth, 
and  found  it  fo  in  her  deeped:  trials;  of  which  fhe 
had  her  fhare*.  The  benefit  fhe  received  from 
his  miniflry,  and  the  profitable  impreflions  made 
upon  her  mind,  by  the  obfervation  of  his  cir- 
cumfpetft  and  felf  denying  converfation  in  thofe 
days,  engaged  her  affectionate  efteem  for  James 
Naylor;  and,  although  fhe  was  a  woman  of  too 
much  difcretion  and  ltability  in  religion  to  carry 
her  regard  beyond  its  proper  limits,  to  fuch  ex¬ 
travagant  lengths  as  thofe  weak  people  who 
contributed  to  his  downfal ;  yet  being  a  woman 
of  a  tender  fympathizing  difpofition,  fhe  attend¬ 
ed  him  carefully  in  his  grievous  fufferings, 
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c  h  a  p.  w  a  died  his  wounds,  and  adminidered  every  cha- 
^ _ ^ _ ,  ritable  fervice  for  his  relief  in  her  power. 

16S8.  After  fome  time  fhe  received  a  gift  in  the  mi¬ 
nidry,  in  which  fhefeems  to  have  laboured  modly 
in  the  city  of  London  and  its  neighbourhood. 
She  was  a  partaker  in  the  fufferings  of  thefe 
times.  In  the  year  1659  fine  thought  it  her  duty 
to  go  to  the  public  worfhip  hcuie,  called  John 
the  Evangelid’s,  to  which  fhe  formerly  belonged; 
and  after  their  worfhip  was  ended,  fhe  put  a 
quedion  to  the  pried,  as  fhe  fuid,  not  to  give 
didurbance,  but  for  edification  :  The  pried  hur¬ 
rying  away  without  replying,  his  hearers  adault- 
ed  her  with  violence,  railing  at,  and  pufhing  her 
down  feveral  times,  whild  (he  had  none  to  pro¬ 
tect  her,  or  take  her  part,  though  feveral  of  her 
relations  were  fpedlators  of  the  abufe  die  receiv¬ 
ed.  She  was  committed  to  Newgate  three  times 
in  one  year,  viz.  1664,  this  being  the  year 
wherein  the  conventicle  a  61  for  banilhment  came 
in  force;  when  the  mode  of  diort  and  repeated 
imprifonments  was  adopted,  in  order  that  the 
third  offence  for  tranfportation  might  be  expe¬ 
dited.  She  wrote  fundry  fmall  tracts,  in  one  of 
which,  directed  to  the  pariihioners  of  the  afore- 
faid  paridi,  die  gives  the  following  account  of 
her  religious  experience,  “  that  though  (he  had 
“  been  a  reader  of  the  Scriptures,  from  a  child 
“  of  dx  years  old  as  condantly  as  mod,  yet 
“  when,  by  the  power  of  the  gofpel,  die  was 
“  turned  from  darknefs  to  light,  they  appeared 
cC  another  thing  in  her  view,  being  clearly  ex- 
cc  plained  to  her  date  and  her  underdanding,  as 
“  (he  came  to  learn  of  that  Spirit,  which  gave 
<c  them  forth.” 


She 


PEOPLE  called  QU  A  K  E  R  S.  223 

She  was  a  virtuous  woman,  difcreet  in  her  c  h  a  p. 
conduct,  and  much  employed  in  ads  of  charity  i  v' 
and  beneficence :  of  fympathetic  tendernefs  to-  ,g8S 
ward  the  afflided ;  and  therefore  one  of  the  firft 
of  thefe  faithfut  women  to  whom  the  care  of 
the  poor,  the  Tick  and  the  imprifoned  members 
of  the  fociety,  was  afligncd,  which  care,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  others,  lhe  religioufly  difcharged. 

And  after  a  long  life  of  virtuous  and  charitable 
deeds,  fhe  died  in  much  peace  the  15th  of  the 
4th  month,  168S,  in  the  both  year  of  her  age. 

William  Dew  (bury,  a  native  of  the  Eaft  Riding  william 
in  Yorkfhire,  was  early  diftinguifhed  amongft  the  Dcwfbu’T- 
foremoft  members  of  this  fociety,  both  for  depth 
of  religious  experience,  the  eminence  of  his  la¬ 
bours  in  the  miniftry,  and  for  the  feverity  of 
his  fufferings  for  the  teftimony  of  a  good  con¬ 
fidence.  He  was  firft  bred  to  the  keeping  of 
fheep,  and  afterwards  put  apprentice  to  a  clo¬ 
thier.  He  was  religioufly  inclined  early  in  life ; 
he  went  amongft  the  independants  and  bap- 
tifts,  but  could  not  join  in  clofe  communion 
with  either;  and  when  the  civil  wars  broke  out, 
he  entered  into  the  parliament's  army,  with  thofe 
who  pretended  they  fought  for  the  gofpei, 
but  appeared  too  ignorant  of  what  he  conceived 
the  gofipel  to  be.  As  he  grew  more  ferioufly  at¬ 
tentive  to  religious  conflderations,  the  recollec¬ 
tion  of  the  exprelTion  of  our  Saviour.  “  Put  up 
“thy  (word  into  the  fcabbaid;  if  my  kingdom 
“  were  of  this  world,  then  would  my  fervants 
“  fight,"  affieded  his  mind  with  a  lively  im- 
prellion  of  the  inconfiftency  of  war  with  the 
peaceable  gofipel  of  Chrift.  Under  this  con- 
vidion  he  left  the  army,  and  returned  to  his 
outward  habitation  and  calling;  and,  while  his 
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chap,  hands  were  diligently  employed  in  his  outward 
v‘  vocation,  his  mind  was  often  exercifed  under  the 


i6b8.  convictions  of  that  light  which  had  convinced 
him  of  the  evil  of  outward  wars,  in  a  fpiritual 
conflict  with  his  inward  enemies,  the  propenflties 
of  nature  and  the  body  of  fin  ;  and  by  patient 
and  faithful  attention  to  the  Grace  of  God  which 
bringeth  falvation,  he  received  flrengt’n  to  over¬ 
come  his  evil  propensities.  About  this  time 
George  Fox  coming  to  Balby,  William  Dewf- 
bury,  as  hath  been  related  in  courfe,  aflented  to 
his  doctrine,  as  agreeing  with  his  experience, 
joined  him  in  fellowship,  and  foon  after  in  the 
work  of  the  miniftry. 

He  travelled  much  in  different  parts  of  Eng¬ 
land  for  the  propagation  of  truth  and  righteoul- 
nefs,  for  which,  like  his  brethren,  he  met  with 
much  perfonal  abufe  from  the  milled  multitude  : 
his  imprifonments  were  many,  and  fome  of  them 
long.  In  the  year  1654,  on  the  information  of 
Edward  Bowles,  a  priefl  of  York,  as  a  ring¬ 
leader  of  the  Quakers,  judge  Windham  granted 
a  warrant  to  apprehend  him ;  and  being  foon 
after  apprehended  at  a  meeting  at  Crake,  the 
confiable  confented  to  his  continuing  there  until 
next  day ;  but  in  the  night  a  rude  multitude  of 
the  inhabitants  befet  the  houfe  where  he  lodged, 
and  feized  him  by  violence,  fhoutrng  loudly  as 
they  were  hauling  him  from  place  to  place.  Thus 
they  kept  him  until  the  next  day,  and  then  took 
him  betore  a  magistrate  ;  who,  although  upon 
examination  he  could  find  no  legal  caufe,  com¬ 
mitted  him  prifoner  to  York  Caflie,  where  he 
lay  until  the  affizes ;  but  was  brought  to  no  trial, 
and  at  the  termination  of  the  affizes  he  was 
cleared  by  proclamation.  He  then  purfued  the 
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line  of  his  duty,  travelling  through  Yorkshire  c  h  a  1*. 
and  Nottinghamthire  to  Darby  and  Leicefter,  v- 
at  which  places  he  was  taken  up,  carried 
fore  magiftrates,  and  ordered  to  be  turned  out 
of  both  thefe  towns ;  but  returned  and  fulfilled 
his  miniftry,  until  he  apprehended  hirnfelf  clear. 

His  next  imprifonment  was  at  Northampton,  in 
company  w  ith  Jofeph  Storr  and  others,  of  w  hich 
a  pretty  full  account  hath  been  given  in  the 
courfe  of  this  work  *.  In  the  year  1657,  he 
went  up  to  London,  and  from  thence  he  travelled 
into  Kent,  and  along  the  South  coaft  weftward 
to  the  Land’s  end.  In  his  return  through  Devon- 
fhire  he  was  hopped  at  Torrington,  put  under 
a  guard,  and  brought  before  the  mayor  and 
other  magiftrates :  At  this  time  many  being  raifed 
to  offices  of  magiltracy  from  inferior  ltations, 
were  very  jealous  of  the  honour  of  their  office; 
enraged  at  his  appearing  before  them  with  his 
hat  on,  fome  of  them,  in  wrath,  threw  his  hat 
on  the  ground,  charged  him  with  being  a  jefuit 
from  abroad,  read  him  feveral  new  laws  againft 
hint  fas  they  faid)  as  a  vagabond,  and  fent  him 
to  prifon  :  1  hey  brought  him  again  to  examina¬ 
tion,  to  try  if  they  could  enfnare  him  in  his 
words  ;  but  he  was  mercifully  preferved  in  that 
wifdom,  that  they  could  gain  no  advantage  over 
him  that  way.  They  then  made  a  mittimus  to 
fend  him  to  the  common  jail  at  Exeter;  they 
returned  him  to  his  prifon,  where  he  had  only 
the  cold  floor  for  his  bed ;  and  made  a  mittimus  to 
fend  him  to  the  county  jail,  in  order  to  hand  his 
trial  at  the  enfuing  affizes.  At  lalt,  as  doubtful 
of  their  power  ot  ihewing  caufc,  they  tore  the 
Vol.  111.  P  mittimus 
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mittimus,  and  fet  him  at  liberty  :  Being  releafed, 
he  profecuted  his  journey  through  Somerfetfhire, 
Wiltfhire,  Gloucefterfhire  and  fo  on  to  War¬ 
wick,  the  place  of  his  relidence.  He  vifited 
Scotland  in  the  year  1658,  and  London  again 
in  1659.  In  the  years  1661,  62,  63,  his 
travels  were  much  interrupted  by  fucceflive  im- 
prifonments  for  his  teftimony  ;  firft  at  York,  for 
part  of  the  two  former  years;  next  in  Newgate, 
London ;  and  again  at  York  cafble.  And  in 
1663  he  was  imprifoned  at  Warwick,  praemu- 
nired  for  refufing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  detained  a  prifoner  there  about  nineteen 
years  in  all,  four  of  them  under  a  clofe  impri- 
fonment.  Being  releafed  for  a  feafon  by  king 
Charles’s  declaration  of  indulgence,  he  fpent  a 
conliderable  part  of  his  time  of  liberty,  in  re¬ 
peating  his  travels  for  propagating  religion  and 
righteoufnefs  in  feveral  parts  of  the  nation  (as 
he  expreffed  it)  while  the  doors  were  open.  But 
after  a  fewT  years  he  was  again  taken  up  in  his 
travels  at  or  about  Leicefter,  for  a  jcfuit,  and  re¬ 
committed  to  his  former  prifon  at  Warwick. 
The  vindictive  difpofition  of  the  perfecutors  of 
this  time,  leading  them  to  add  any  invidious 
character  to  the  iniquity  and  hardfhip  of  their 
imprifonments,  which  might  render  this  people, 
and  particularly  the  rnoft  ufeful  and  confider- 
able  members,  obnoxious  to  public  odium  ;  the 
jefuits  being  in  a  peculiar  manner  obnoxious  at 
this  time;  for  it  was  about  the  time  of  thepopilh 
plot.  In  this  imprifonment  he  was  detained,  by 
the  bet  accounts,  I  have,  until  the  general  re- 
leafe  of  friends  by  king  James.  After  his  lafb 
releafe  he  was  difabled  from  travelling  much, 
his  health  and  ftrength  being  fo  greatly  impaired 
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by  the  many  violent  abufes  and  long  imprifon-  cha  p. 
ments  he  had  endured,  that  he  was  obliged  to  ,  _ ^ ' 

relt  frequently  in  walking  from  his  houfe  to  the  jg.g. 
meeting  place  in  the  fame  town.  In  the  3d 
month,  i6eb,  he  travelled  to  London,  moftly 
vifited  the  meetings  in  that  city,  intending  to 
llay  the  yearly  meeting,  which  was  approach¬ 
ing,  and  here  preached  his  laft  fermon  in  a  lively 
animated  teftimonv  to  the  necellity  of  regenera¬ 
tion,  in  order  to  infure  an  entrance  into  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven.  But  being  feized  with  a 
iharp  fit  of  a  di (temper  which  he  had  contracted 
in  prifon,  he  thought  it  expedient  to  endeavour 
to  return  home,  and  left  behind  him  a  fhort  epif- 
tle  to  the  yearly  meeting,  lignifying  his  reafon 
for  leaving  London  at  that  time,  and  wifhing 
his  friends  there  divine  afliltance  and  heavenly 
wifdom,  in  their  endeavours  and  confultations  for 
the  good  of  the  body. 

He  got  home  by  fiiort  journeys,  but  furvived 
his  departure  from  the  city  only  feventeen  days. 

He  was  a  man  of  deep  penetration,  great  expe¬ 
rience  in  the  work  of  religion  ;  courageous  in 
bearing  his  teltimony  for  the  truth,  both  in  his 
miniltry  and  converfation,  and  undaunted  in  fuf- 
fering  for  it;  as  appears  by  his  following  ox- 
prelTions  on  his  death  bed,  to  fome  friends  who 
came  to  viiit  him,  “  Friends,  be  fjithful,  and 
“  trull;  in  the  Lord  your  God  ;  for  this,  I  can 
“  fay,  I  never  played  the  coward  ;  but  as  joy- 
“  fully  entered  piifonsas  palaces. — And  in  the 
“  prifon  houfe,  I  fang  praifes  to  my  God;  and 
“  e  (teemed  the  bolts  and  locks  put  upon  me  as 
“  jewels,  and  in  the  name  of  the  eternal  God, 

“  1  always  got  the  victory  ;  for  they  could  not 
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u  keep  me  any  longer  than  the  time  determined 
“  of  him.” 

His  fidelity  in  duty,  his  fincerity  in  religion, 
and  his  patience  in  tribulation,  were  abundantly 
rewarded  by  the  ferenity  of  his  confidence,  and 
the  peaceful  tenour  of  his  mind  at  this  awful 
period,  whereby  he  could  look  death  in  the  face, 
not  only  without  terror,  but  with  a  holy  tri¬ 
umph  over  its  power:  For,  continuing  his  dif- 
courfie,  he  faid,  “my  departure  draws  nigh; 
“  bleffed  be  God,  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  die ; 
“  and  put  off  this  corruptible  and  mortal  ta- 
“  bernacle,  this  body  of  flefih,  that  hath  fio  many 
“  infirmities;  but  the  life  that  dwells  in  it  afi- 
“  cends  out  of  the  reach  of  death,  hell  and  the 
“  grave;  and  immortality  and  eternal  life  is  my 
“  crown  for  ever  and  ever. 

He  concluded  in  prayer  and  fiupplication  to 
the  Lord,  for  all  his  people  every  where  ;  but 
more  efpecially  for  his  dearly  beloved  friends  afi- 
fembled  at  the  yearly  meeting  in  London,  where 
he  intended  to  have  been,  if  his  health  had  ena¬ 
bled  him.  He  departed  this  life  at  his  houfe  in 
Warwick,  in  a  good  age,  the  17th  of  the  4th 
month,  1688. 
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book  VI. 

From  the  Revolution  to  the  Accession 
of  George  I. 


CHAP.  I. 

The  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange  defied  King 
and  Queen  of  England. — Contention  changed 
into  a  Parliament. — An  Attempt  to  abolijh  the 
■  Tejl. — Rejefled  by  the  Lords. — Afl  of  Toleration 
brought  in  andpajfed. — Some  Members  relufiant 
to  the  Eafe  intended  the  Difenters,  and  propofed 
a  Confeffion  of  Faith  as  a  Teft. — Friends  propofe 
a  Confejfion  of  their  own  Drawing  up ,  which  is 
accepted. — Declaration  of  Fidelity  allowed  to  the 
Quakers,  injlead  of  the  Oath  preferibed  by  the 
Aft. — Claufe  for  Payment  of  Tithes.  —Account 
of  Alexander  Parker. — Further  Troubles  of 
WilliamPetm. — Account  of  Robert  Lodge — Ro-  ^  ^  ^ 
bert  Barclay. — George  Fox.  — Thomas  Salthoufe.  i. 

WlLLIAM  and  Mary,  prince  and  princefs  of  The  prince 
Orange,  being  elefted  king  and  queen  of  Eng-  ff 
land,  by  a  convention  of  the  two  eftates  of  lords 
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chap.  and  commons,  were  crowned  at  Weffminffer 
1  the  1 1 th  of  2mo.  O.  S.  called  April,  1689'}'.  The 

'  7T  1  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  bifhop  of  Lon- 
1  don,  as  Sancroft,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  de¬ 
clined  the  office. 

The  king  having  appointed  his  privy  council, 
-  they  judged  it  expedient  to  convert  the  prefent 

convention  into  a  parliament,  in  order  that  the 
new  fettlement  might  be  ellablifhed  by  a  legal 
fanclion  :  and  it  w  as  thought  hazardous  to  the 
peace  of  the  nation  to  proceed  to  a  new  elec¬ 
tion,  until  the  revolution  was  more  firmly  fettled. 
For  although  the  common  danger  had  united 
different  parties  in  a  joint  application  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  yet  they  were  no  fooner  refcu- 
ed  therefrom,  than  their  former  prejudices, 
and  jealoufies  of  him,  and  each  other,  began  to 
revive.  As  he  had  been  bred  a  Calviniff,  and 
was  a  warm  advocate  for  liberty  of  confcience, 
the  prefbyterians  and  other  diflenters  w'ere  zea- 
louflv  attached  to  him,  and  conlidered  him  as 

their 

-f-  The  coronation  carl,  according  to  the  new  form  was 

this: 

Will  you  folemnly  promife  ana  fwear  to  govern  rhe  people 
of  this  kingdom  of  England,  and  the  dominions  thereunto 
belonging,  according  to  the  flatutes  in  parliament  agreed  to, 
and  the  laws  and  culloms  of  the  fame  ?  An  fiver.  1  folemnly 
promife  fo  to  do. 

Will  you  to  your  power  caufe  lav/  and  juflice  in  mercy 
to  be  executed  in  all  your  judgments?  Anfujer.  I  w  ill. 

The  next  quellion,  w  ill  you  to  the  urmoll  of  your  power 
maintain  rhe  law  of  God,  the  true  profel’ion  of  the  gofpel, 
and  the  protelrant  reformed  religion  eilabiifhed  by  Jaw?  And 
will  you  preferve  unto  rhe  bilhops  and  clergy  of  this  realm, 
and  to  the  churches  committed  to  their  charge,  nil  fuch 
rights,  and  privileges,  as  fliall  belong  to  cl.em  '  Anjnxer.  All 
this  I  promife  to  do  ? 
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their  protestor ;  but  for  the  fame  reafon  the 
high-churchmen  began  to  regard  him  with  a  jea¬ 
lous  eye,  firft  endeavoured  to  exclude  him  from 
the  throne,  and  afterwards  to  thwart  his  mea- 
fures,  and  perplex  his  government.  The  old 
party  heats  were  rekindling,  and  virulent  de¬ 
putations  like  to  blow  them  up  to  a  flame.  In 
this  ftate  of  the  nation  it  was  deemed  inexpedi¬ 
ent  to  proceed  to  a  new  election.  Wherefore  the 
king  went  in  the  ufual  form  and  flate,  and  opened 
the  fefiion  with  a  fpeech  from  the  throne.  After 
the  ufual  form  of  returning  the  king  thanks  for 
his  fpeech,  a  bill  was  brought  in  and  paffed, 
whereby  the  lords  and  commons,  now  fitting  at 
Weftminfler,  were  declared  to  be  a  parliament  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes. 

The  parliament  now  conceiving  themfelves  in- 
vefted  with  full  power  to  difcharge  their  func¬ 
tions,  proceeded  to  the  enadling  fuch  laws  as 
appeared  requifite  to  attain  the  ends  of  the  revo¬ 
lution.  As  the  fears  and  averfion  of  the  pro- 
teftant  fubjecfs  to  popery  had  given  rife  to  a 
coalition,  which  brought  about  this  revolution, 
the  firfl  attempt  of  the  parliament  was  to 
frrengthen  this  coalition,  in  uniting  the  pro- 
teftants  of  the  different  denominations  in  (Longer 
bands  of  alliance  againft  their  common  ad- 
verfaries,  and  attaching  them  clofelv  to  the 
prefent  government  by  taking  away  the  facra- 
inental  teft  (To  called)  and  making  room  for  all 
proteftants  to  be  admitted  to  offices,  who  might 
be  found  qualified ;  but  this  bill  was  rejected  by 
the  lords.  This  attempt  in  favour  of  the  diffen- 
ters  being  fuppofed  to  be  promoted  by  the  king, 
augmented  the  prejudices  of  the  high-church¬ 
men  againlt  him. 

The 
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chap.  The  next  meafure  in  favour  of  difTenters  was 
,  **  attended  with  better  fuccefs,  i.  e.  the  bringing 

4 639  in  and  palling  an  aft,  commonly  called,  ike 

aft  of  toleration ,  intitled  An  aft  for  exempting 
fefarion°*  Prol£Hant  [ubjefts,  dijjenting  from  ike  church  of 
brought  in  England ,  from  the  penalties  of  certain  laws,  which 
into  ft*  aw.  Paf'ed  without  much  oppofition.  For  after 

their  late  promifes  to  the  dilTenters,  v  hen  they 
wanted  their  afiiftance ;  after  loling  the  pretext 
for  oppofition,  on  account  of  the  incompetency 
of  the  power  granting  it;  after  the  declaration 
of  the  bifhops  in  their  addrefs  to  King  James, 
“  That  in  relation  to  the  dilTenters,  they  were 
“  willing  to  come  to  fuch  a  temper,  as  Ihall  be 
“  thought  fit,  w'hen  the  matter  comes  to  be  con- 
“  fidered  and  fettled  in  parliament  :**  The  high- 
churchmen  could  not  with  any  degree  of  plauii- 
e  mem-  t>ility  oppofe  fo  reafonable  a  provision  for  the 
bers  appear  quiet  and  fecurity  of  this  body  of  the  fubjefts  in 
the'eai'e'in-  t‘ie  poffellion  of  their  liberty  and  property.  Yet 
tended  to  ftill  fome  of  them  could  not  refrain  difcovering 
dnienccrs.  tjiejr  reluc5ta.nce  to  the  relief  intended  to  the  diT- 
fenters,  and  more  efpecially  to  the  people  called 
Quakers  by  this  aft:  *  for  fome  friends  of  Lon¬ 
don  attending  the  parliament  to  ufe  their  endea¬ 
vours  that  the  bill  might  pafs  in  fuch  terms  as 
and  propore  might  yield  an  effeftual  relief  to  the  fociety  from 
a  Perfecut!0rf  and  fecure  their  religious  liberties 

a  teft.  without  interruption,  they  found  the  bill  clogged 
with  a  confeffion  of  faith,  as  a  tefi:  upon  the  dif- 
fenters,  to  qualify  them  for  admifiion  to  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  aft  which  feemed  to  them  defigned 
to  exclude  the  people  called  Quakers,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  declaration  made  in  the  houfe,  by 
iome  adverfe  member  or  members,  *7 hat  the 

Quakers 
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Quakers  were  no  chriftians — An  old  refuted  ca-c  h  a  p. 
lumny  of  notorious  adverfaries,  or  malicious,  , 

apolfates.  4689. 

The  article  propcfed  to  be  inferted  in  the  bill 
by  way  of  teft  was  this,  “  That  all  fuch  who 
“  profefs  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Jefus 
“  Chrilt  his  eternal  Son,  the  true  God  and  in 
“  the  Holy  Spirit,  co-equal  w'ith  the  Father  and 
“  the  S6n,  one  God  blefied  for  ever  :  And  do 
“  acknowledge  the  holy  fcriptures  of  the  old  and 
“  newT  teftament  to  be  the  revealed  will  and  word 
“  of  God  " 

Becaufe  the  people  called  Quakers  diflented 
from  the  unfcriptural  terms,  wherein  divers  pro- 
feflors  had  endeavoured  to  explain  their  notions 
of  the  Three,  that  bear  record  in  heaven ;  and  ob- 
jedfed  to  the  term,  the  word  of  God ,  being  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  fcriptures,  in  the  fenfe  the  fcriptures 
themfelves  apply  it,  viz.  The  word  that  was 
from  the  beginning,  that  was  with  God ,  and  was 
God ,  their  adverfaries  calumniated  them  with  dis¬ 
believing  the  Trinity,  and  denying  the  fcrip¬ 
tures ;  whereas  they  were  always  ready  to  tef- 
tify  their  faith  in  both,  according  to  lcripture 
teltimony,  but  did  not  efteem  themfelves  obliged 
to  receive  for  doflrine,  the  invented  terms,  or 
commandments  of  men,  without  it.  *  They  be¬ 
lieved  in  Chrifl,  in  his  divinity,  as  the  Son  of 
God,  and  as  he  is  the  eternal  word.  And  that 
the  Three  w  hich  bear  record  in  heaven,  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  are  Os  e  ; 
one  God  blelTed  for  ever. 

Now  it  is  apprehended,  that  the  above  claufe 
for  a  ttft:  w  as  inferted  in  the  bill  on  the  prefump- 

tion 
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chap,  tion  that  this  people  would  fcruple  acceding 
,  *•_  ^  thereto,  by  fome  who  had  adopted  the  perfuafion, 

received  by  too  many  at  that  time,  that  they 
dilbelieved  the  Trinity,  and  denied  the  fcrip- 
tures. 

Upon  viewing  this  claufe  in  the  bill,  the  friends 
who  were  attending  the  parliament,  to  folicit  the 
pairing  thereof  in  fuch  terms,  as  might  give  ef- 
fe<ftual  relief  to  them  and  their  brethren,  as 
well  as  to  other  dilTenters,  objected  to  fome 
expreffion  in  the  aforefaid  profeifion,  as  appear¬ 
ing  unfcriptural ;  and  therefore  at  the  delire  of 
Sir  Thomas  Clarges,  and  fome  others,  who  were 
friendly,  that  they  might  not  lie  under  the  impu¬ 
tation  of  being  no  chnjlians,  nor  be  deprived  of 
mends  pro- the  benefit  of  the  intended  a61,  they  propofed 
of1"  the  following  profefiion  inltead  thereof,  viz-  “  I 
their  own.  “  profefs  faith  in  God  the  Father  and  in  Jefus 
“  Chrift  his  eternal  Son,  the  true  God,  and  in 
“  the  Holy  Spirit,  one  God  blelfed  for  ever  : 
“  and  do  acknowledge  the  holy  feriptures  of 
c'  the  old  and  new  teftament  to  be  given  by  di- 
“  vine  infpiration.” 

Which  Sir  Thomas  Clarges  took  into  the 
houfe,  and  moved  in  the  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  that  this  lalt  propofed  confelfion  of  faith 
be  inferred  in  the  place  of  the  former;  where¬ 
upon  the  friends  in  waiting,  George  Whitehead, 
John  Vaughton,  William  Mead  and  John  Ofgood 
were  called  in  and  examined,  and  gave  them, 
or  the  moderate  part,  full  fatisfaclion  as  to  their 
belief  in  thefe  points,  W'hich  was  conducive  to 
gain  the  end  of  their  attendance,  obtaining  the 
fame  relief  for  their  friends,  as  other  dilTenters 
w:ere  favoured  with. 

This  acl  gives  liberty  to  dilTenters  to  hold  their 
meetings  without  moleftation,  provided  the  doors 

were 
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were  not  locked,  barred  or  bolted  during  the  chap. 

time  of  fuch  meeting.  Provided  alio  they  take _ _ _ 

the  oaths  prefcribed  in  the  aft.  And  inafmuch  ,589. 
as  the  people  called  Quakers  entertain  a  con- 
fcientious  fcruple  againfl  taking  any  oath,  they 
were  entitled,  upon  their  fubfcribing  the  fol¬ 
lowing  declaration,  to  the  benefit  of  the  aft, 
viz. 

“  I,  A.  B.  do  fincerely  promife  and  folemnly  Declaration 
“  declare,  before  God  ana  the  world,  that  I  w ill  ^wed  co 
“  be  true  and  faithful  to  King  William  and  queen  outers  in- 
“Mary.  And  I  folemnly  profefs  and  declare,  0“^.  lhe 
“  that  I  do  from  my  heart  abhor,  deteft  and  re- 
“  nounce,  as  impious  and  heretical,  that  damna- 
<£  ble  doftrine  and  pofition,  that  princes  excom- 
“  municated,  or  deprived  by  the  pope,  or  any 
“  authority  of  the  See  of  Rome,  may  be  de- 
“  pofed  or  murdered  by  their  fubjefts  or  any 
“  other  whatfoever.  And  1  do  declare  that  no 
“  foreign  prince,  perfon,  prelate,  Hate  or  po- 
“  tentate  hath,  or  ought  to  have,  any  power,  ju- 
“  rifdiftion,  fuperiority,  pre-eminence  or  autho- 
“  rity,  ecclefiaftical,  or  fpiritual,  within  this 
“  realm/’ 

And  provided  they  fhail  fubfcribe  a  profehion 
of  their  chriitian  belief  in  thefe  words: 

[[The  fame  which  the  friends  drew  up/] 

As  a  profeflion  of  faith  is  required  cf  this  fo- 
ciety  only,  it  evinces  the  truth  of  the  conjefture, 
that  this  profeflion  of  faith  w’as  (farted,  with  a 
view  to  exclude  the  people  called  Quakers  from 
a  participation  in  the  benefits  of  this  aft. 

It  was  alfo  enafted,  that  no  congregation  or 
affembly  be  allowed  by  this  aft,  until,  the  place 
of  fuch  meeting  fhould  be  certified  to  the  bifnop  of 
the  diocefe,  or  to  the  arch-deacon  of  the  arch¬ 
deaconry, 

4  9 


236 


HISTORY  of  the 


chap,  deaconry,  or  to  the  juftices  of  peace  at  the 
general  or  quarter  fellions  of  the  peace  for  the 
county,  city  or  place,  in  which  fuch  meeting 
fhould  be  held,  and  regiftered  in  the  faid  bi- 
fhop’s  or  arch-deacon's  court  refpeftively,  or 
recorded  at  the  faid  quarter  fellions,  for  w  hich  the 
regilter  or  clerk  fhould  not  take  a  greater  fee  or 
reward  than  fixpence. 

The  people  called  Quakers,  by  this  aft,  were 
at  lalt  legally  tolerated  in  their  religion,  and  ex¬ 
empted  from  the  perfecution  they  had  been  long 
fubjefted  to,  for  keeping  up  their  religious  meet¬ 
ings,  and  declining  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
But  they  were  and  are  Hill  fubjefted  to  the 
power  of  thofe  called  fpiritual  courts  in  profe- 
cutions  for  tithes,  the  5th  claufe  of  the  aft 
being, 

claufe  for  “  Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  con- 
“  ta'oed  fhould  be  conftrued  to  exempt  any  of 
“  the  perfons  aforefaid  from  paying  of  tithes, 
“and  other  parochial  duties  to -the  church  or 
“  minifter,  nor  from  any  profecution  in  any 
“  ecclefiaftical  court  or  elfew  here  for  the  fame.” 

So  that  they  were  not  exempted  from  fuffer- 
ings  for  their  religious  diflfent  to  the  legality  of 
tithes  under  the  gofpel.  For  although  the  King 
was  principled  againft  perfecution,  yet  this  ex¬ 
emption  was  out  of  his  power  to  grant,  being 
prevented  by  the  coronation  oath.  Many  of  the 
profecutions  for  thefe  demands,  evidence  that  the 
fpirit  of  perfecution  furvived  the  aft  of  tolera¬ 
tion,  by  the  fevere  and  oppreilive  methods  adopt¬ 
ed  by  many  claimants  of  tithes  for  the  recovery 
of  their  demands,  of  which  an  account  may  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  fequel. 
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They  were  as  yet  alfo  liable  to  many  incon-  chap. 
veniences  and  Ioffes,  by  reafon  of  their  con-  L 
fcientious  fcruple  to  take  an  oath;  but  the  le-  l6bg 
gillature,fbme  time  after,  upon  their  petition,  w  as 
pleafed  to  yield  them  relief  in  that  matter. 

This  year  died  Alexander  Parker.  *  He  was  ^CCp^e°rf 
born  on  the  borders  of  Yorkfhire,  near  BoltorC  "r  er 
in  Lancafhire ;  was  well  educated,  and  early  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  truth  of  the  principles  of  the  people 
called  Quakers,  and  became  an  eminent  mi- 
nifter  in  that  fociety.  He  accompanied  George 
Fox  in  his  journey  to  London,  when  he  was  fent 
up  by  Colonel  Hacker  to  Oliver  Cromwell ; 
tarried  with  him  in  and  about  London,  and 
travelled  with  him  through  fundry  counties; 
as  he  did  afterwards  from  time  to  time  in  divers 
journeys  in  different  parts  of  England,  in  Scot¬ 
land,  and  into  Holland  in  1684.  He  travelled 
alfo  many  journeys  by  himfelf  in  the  exercife  of 
his  gofpel  labours,  being  one  in  the  number  of 
the  worthies  of  this  age,  who  were  given  up  to 
the  fervice  of  their  maker,  and  the  promoting  of 
pure  religion  and  the  practice  of  piety  in  the  na¬ 
tion,  as  the  principal  purpofe  of  their  lives.  In  the 
year  1664,  f  foon  after  the  adf  for  banifliment  w  as 
put  in  force,  on  the  17th  of  s'"10.  O.  S.  com¬ 
monly  called  July,  two  juflices  with  conftables, 
and  armed  foldiers,  came  to  the  meeting  at 
Mile-end-green  and  placed  a  guard  at  each  gate : 

After  fome  time  Alexander  Parker  flood  up  to 
fpeak,  beginning  with  thefe  words,  “  In  the 
“  name  of  the  Lord/’  upon  which  one  of  the 
juftices  rufhed  into  the  meeting,  profanely  cry¬ 
ing  out,  “  In  the  name  of  the  devil  pluck  that 

“  fellow  • 
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chap.  “  fellow  down/’  which  was  prefently  done. 
,  *'  t  Then  the  jufiices  took  the  names  of  all  the  men, 

1689.  being  thirty-two,  and  fent  them  to  newgate  for 
three  months  for  the  firft  offence  upon  the  acff 
for  banifhment.  *  Alexander  Parker  was  impri- 
foned  a  fecond  time  in  the  tenth  month  the  fame 
year.  In  the  3mo-  called  May,  1670,  as  he  was 
preaching  in  Grace-church-ftreet,  he  was  vio¬ 
lently  pulled  down,  and  carried  before  the  mayor, 
who  fined  him  20I.  In  1669,  he  married  Pru¬ 
dence  Wager,  of  Stepney,  widow,  and  fettled 
in  London,  but  ffill  continued  frequent  travels 
into  different  parts  to  edify  his  friends.  After 
he  fixed  his  refidence  in  London  he  was  very 
ferviceabie  in  company  with  other  friends  in  fo- 
licitations  to  government,  for  the  relief  of  their 
friends  under  fufferings,  being  a  man  very  fit  for 
fuch  fervice,  comely  in  his  perfon  and  deport¬ 
ment.  rle  wrote  feveral  treatifes  and  epifiles 
to  his  friends  for  their  edification  :  And  con¬ 
cluded  a  life  fpent  in  honed  endeavours  to  do 
good,  in  much  peace,  the  8th  of  the  iff  month 
1688-9. 

1690.  William  Penn,  notwithfianding  his  public  dif- 
t rouble! of  claiming  of  difioyal  principles;  notwithfianding 
w.Penn.  the  defence  he  had  made  before  the  council;  and 

notwithfianding  nothing  criminal  had  been  laid 
to  his  charge  ;  yet  his  late  fuppofed  intimacy  at 
the  court  of  king  James,  brought  him  under 
ffrcng  fufpicions  of  being  difaffecfied  to  the  pre¬ 
fect  government,  and  involved  him  in  a  feries 
of  troublefome  profecutions  during  the  cour'fe 
of  this  year  :  The  intelligence  of  William  Pop¬ 
ple  in  his  letter,  that  he  had  many  powerful  ene¬ 
mies 


*  T.  Whiting’s  Memoirs. 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS.  239 

mies,  feems  confirmed  by  the  fequel,  for  he  was  chap. 
again  brought  before  the  privy  council,  upon  an  t  x~  ^ 
accufation  of  holding  a  correspondence  with  the  l650 
late  King :  Upon  their  requiring  lureties  for  his 
appearance,  he  appealed  to  King  William  him- 
felf,  who,  after  a  conference  of  near  two  hours, 
inclined  to  acquit  him ;  but,  to  pleafe  fome  of 
the  council,  he  was  held  upon  bail,  and  in  Tri¬ 
nity  term  the  fame  year  difcharged. 

As  the  campaign  in  Ireland  had  not  been  at¬ 
tended  with  much  fuccefs  the  lalt  year,  King 
William  determined  to  command  the  army  there 
in  perfon,  which  fuggelfed  to  fome  of  the  dif- 
contented  party  a  favourable  opportunity,  during 
his  abfence  to  form  a  confpiracy  in  favour  of  the 
abdicated  monarch  :  This  confpiracy,  originally 
formed  in  Scotland,  was  difcovered  about  the 
time  of  the  King’s  departure  for  Ireland,  upon 
which  a  proclamation  was  iflued  out  by  the  queen, 
for  feizing,  not  only  thofe  immediately  engaged 
therein,  but  fuch  alfo  as  lay  under  fufpicion  of 
being  zealous  partifans  of  the  late  King,  and 
amongfi:  others  William  Penn  ;  who,  with  divers 
lords  and  others  to  the  number  of  eighteen,  was 
charged  with  adhering  to  the  kingdom’s  ene¬ 
mies;  but,  proof  failing  refpefiing  him,  he  was 
again  cleared  by  the  court  of  king’s  bench  on 
the  laft  day  of  that  called  Michaelmas  term  this 
year. 

Eeing  now  at  liberty,  he  had  purpofed  to  make 
another  voyage  to  Penfylvania,  and  had  publifhed 
propofals  in  print  for  a  fecond  fettlement  there, 
but  was  prevented  by  a  frefh  accufation  of  being 
concerned  in  another  plot.  King  William  going 
over  to  the  congrefs  at  the  Hague,  as  foon  as  his 
intentions  were  known,  fome  of  the  difaffe&ed 
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chap,  party  refolved  to  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
l-  tunity,  which  his  abfence  would  afford  them,  to 
form  a  new  confpiracy  againft  the  government; 
and  in  order  to  accomplifh  their  defign,  Lord 
Preilon  and  one  Afhton  were  fixed  upon  to  go 
over  to  France,  to  concert  with  King  James  the 
meafures  and  conditions,  upon  which  they  were 
to  proceed :  But  by  intelligence  given  to  the 
Marquis  of  Carmarthen  they  were  both  taken 
in  the  hold  of  the  velfel,  which  they  had  engaged 
to  take  them  to  France,  together  with  the  packet 
of  letters  and  papers  they  were  carrying  over. 
Afhton  was  executed :  But  Prefton,  to  fave  his 
own  life, informed  againfl  feveral  of  the  nobility, 
who  had  been  mod  atffive  in  forwarding  the  re¬ 
volution,  as  well  as  againft  many  of  the  parti- 
fans  of  the  late  King,  and  amonglt  others  againft 
William  Penn  ;  and  this  accufation  being  backed 
by  the  oath  of  one  *  William  Fuller,  who  was 
afterward  branded  by  the  parliament  with  infamy 
as  an  impoltor,  a  w  arrant  w  as  thereupon  granted 
for  the  apprehenfion  of  William  Penn,  which 
he  narrowly  efcaped  at  his  return  from  George 
Fox’s  burial,  the  1 6th  1 1  mo.  O.  S.  called  Januaiy 
1690-r. 

Fie  had  hitherto  defended  himfelf  before  the 
king  and  council :  But  perceiving  his  fafety  to 
be  greatly  endangered,  having,  undefervedly, 
many  powerful  enemies,  the  tide  of  public  ru¬ 
mour 


*  In  the  year  1702  this  Fuller  was  profecuted  in  the  king's 
bench  and  ccnvi&ed  as  an  iropoftor  :  And  for  pu biifhing  cer¬ 
tain  libels,  one  entitled.  Original  letters  of  the  late  king  James, 
CS’c.  Another,  Twenty- fix  depofitions  of  perfons  of  quality  and 
1 worth ,  was  fentenced  to  (land  in  the  pillory,  &c.  Pmsllet’s 
Hi  (lory  of  England ,  V :■!.  I.  p.  131. 
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mour  making  again!*  the  accufed,  and  two  c  H  A  p> 
witnefles  now  procured  again!*  him  in  particu-  1. 
lar,  he  thought  it  more  advifeable  to  retire  for' 
the  prefent,  'till  more  favourable  circumftances 
might  give  him  an  opportunity  of  being  heard 
without  prejudice  in  vindication  of  his  inno¬ 
cence,  than  in  the  p~efent  circumftances  hazard 
the  facrificing  thereof  to  the  oaths  of  a  profligate 
mifcreant ;  he  accordingly  appeared  little  in  pub¬ 
lic  for  two  or  three  years.  During  this  recefs  he 
employed  himfelf  in  writing;  and  firft,  left  his 
friends  might  be  induced  by  public  report  to  en¬ 
tertain  any  fufpicious  fentiments  concerning  him, 
he  fent  the  following  epiille  to  their  yearly  meet¬ 
ing  in  London,  viz. 

“  30th  of  third  month,  1691. 

“  My  beloved,  dear, and  honoured  brethren, 

“  MY  unchangeable  love  falutes  you ;  and 
“  though  I  am  abfent  from  you,  yet  I  feel  the 
“  fweet  and  lowdy  life  of  your  heavenly  fellow- 
“  fhip,  by  which  1  am  with  you,  and  a  partaker 
“  among!*  you,  whom  I  have  loved  above  my 
“  chiefeli  joy :  Receive  no  evil  furmifings,  nei- 
“  ther  fuller  hard  thoughts,  through  the  infi- 
“  nuations  of  any,  to  enter  your  minds  againl* 

“  me,  your  afflicted,  but  not  forfaken,  friend 
“  and  brother.  My  enemies  are  yours,  and,  in 
“the  ground,  mine  for  your  fakes;  and  that 
“  God  feeth  in  fecret,  and  will  one  day  reward 
“  openly.  My  privacy  is  not  becaufe  men  have 
“  fworn  truly,  but  falfely  agair.ll  me;”  For 
•wicked  men  have  laid  in  vail  f  or  me ,  and  jal/e 
•wiltiejfes  have  laid  to  my  (huge  things  that  1  knew 
not ,  “who  have  never  fought  myfelf,  but  the 

Vo  l.  111.  “  good 
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c  ii  a  p.  “  good  of  all,  through  great  exercifes,  and  have 

_ *•  “  done  fome  good,  and  would  have  done  more, 

j600  “and  huit  to  no  man;  but  always  defined  that 

“  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  mercy  and  peace, 
“  might  take  place  amongil  us.  Feel  me  near 
“  you  and  lay  me  near  you,  my  dear  and  be- 
“  loved  brethren  ;  and  leave  me  not ;  neither 
“  forfake,  but  wreftle  with  him  that  is  able  to 
“  prevail  againlt  the  cruel  defires  of  fome,  that 
“  we  may  yet  meet  in  the  congregations  of  his 
“  people,  as  in  days  pad,  to  our  mutual  com- 
“  fort.  The  everlafting  God  of  his  chofen  in 
“  all  generations,  be  in  the  midlt  of  you,  and 
“  crown  your  moil  folemn  affemblies  with  his 
“  blefled  prefence  !  that  his  tender,  meek,  lowly 
“  and  heavenly  love  and  life  may  flow  among 
“  you,  and  that  he  would  pleafe.  to  make  it  a 
“  feafoning  and  fruitful  opportunity  to  you  !  that 
“  edified  and  comforted  you  -may  return  home, 
“  to  his  glorious  high  praife,  who  is  w  orthy  for 
“  ever  !  To  whom  J  commit  you,  defiring  to  be 
“  remembered  of  you  before  him,  in  the  neareft 
“  and  frefhefl;  accelfies,  who  cannot  forget  you  in 
“  the  near  ell;  relation, 

“  Your  faithful  friend  and  brother, 

«  W.  P.” 


His  excellent  preface  to  Robert  Barclay's 
works,  and  another  to  thofe  of  John  Burnveat 
botsh  printed  this  year,  were  farther  fruits  of  his 
retirement ;  as  w  ere  aifo, 

1.  A  fmall  treatife,  entitled,  “  Jufl  Meafures, 
“  in  an  epiflle  of  peace  and  love,  to  fuch  pro- 
“  feflors  as  are  under  any  diflatisfaclion  about 
“  the  prefent  order  pradfiied  in  the  church  of 
“  Chrlil." 


2.  “  A  key 
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2.  “  A  key  opening  the  way  to  every  common  chap. 
“  undemanding,  how  to  difcern  the  difference  *•  t 
“  between  the  religion  profeiTed  by  the  people  ,5co 
“  called  Quakers,  and  the  perverfions,  mifre- 
“  prefentations,  and  calumnies*  of  their  adver- 
“  laries,  both  upon  their  principles  and  prac- 
“  tices;  wherein  feverai  doffrines  of  that  people 
“  are  fet  in  a  clear  light A  book  fo  generally 
accepted,  that  it  has  been  re-printed  even  to  the 
fifteenth  edition. 

Having  thus  improved  the  time  of  his  retire¬ 
ment,  it  pleafcd  divine  providence  in  the  year 
1693,  to  difhpate  this  cloud  and  to  open  his  way 
again  to  public  fervice  :  For  through  the  media¬ 
tion  of  his  friends,  Lord  Ranelagh,  Lord  Somers, 

Sir  John  Trenchard,  or  feme  of  them,  he  was 
admitted  to  appear  before  the  privy  council, 
where  he  pleaded  his  innocency,  fo  as  to  obtain 
his  releafe,  and  met  with  no  further  trouble  on 
the  like  account. 

In  this  year  the  fociety  were  deprived  of  the 
following  eminent  and  ferviceable  members,  fome 
of  whole  labours  have  appeared  confiderable 
enough  to  be  particularly  noticed  in  courfe  in 
W'arious  parts  of  this  hiflory,  viz.  John  Burn- 
yeat,  Robert  Lodge,  Robert  Barclay,  George 
Fox  and  Thomas  Salthoufe. 

1.  John  Burnveat  married,  and  fpent  his  latter 
years  in  Ireland,  where  will  be  the  proper  place 
to  give  account  of  him. 

2.  Robert  Lodge,  his  early  and  frequent  cbm-  Account  ef 
panion  and  fellow  traveller  in  his  religious  viiits 

to  his  friends  in  various  parts,  had  his  domeltic 
refldence  at  Mafham  in  Yorkfhire,  where  he  was 
born  about  the  year  1636.  He  was  religioully 
inclined  from  his  youth,  and  his  underftanding 
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chap,  was  opened  to  behold,  in  true  religion,  a  purity 
t  *•_  _  and  refinement  beyond  the  inftrudVions  and  ge- 
1690.  neral  do£lrine  of  the  priefts  or  teachers  of  that 
age;  with  feveral  of  whom  he  would  difcourfe 
on  ferious  fubjecli,  in  which  he  generally  proved 
his  apprehenfions  and  notions  fuperior  to  theirs, 
before  he  had  heard  of  any  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  or  joined  himfelf  to  their  religious  fo- 
ciety:  But  when  they  came  into  thofe  parts,  he 
(with  many  others)  w  as  convinced  about  the  year 
1654,  and  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age.  A 
meeting  was  gathered  here  to  lit  together  in 
fi!ence;  waiting  for  divine  inftruction,  to  feel 
the  ftate  of  their  own  minds,  and  to  receive 
power  over  their  natural  infirmities  and  propen- 
fities,  and  through  faith  being  ftrengthened  to 
obtain  the  victory,  were  in  due  time  prepared  to 
receive  fpiritnal  gifts.  Amongft  them  Robert 
Lodge  was  favoured  with  an  eminent  gift  in  the 
mini ltry,  in  the  exercife  whereof  he  travelled  in 
England  and  Ireland ;  his  labours  were  at¬ 
tended  with  a  covincing  evidence,  whereby  he 
w  as  made  inftrumental  to  gather  many  from  the 
evils  that  are  in  the  world  and  the  entangle¬ 
ments  thereof,  to  ferious  confideration  of  their 
ways,  and  religious  delires  after  the  attainment 
of  peace  and  future  happinefs. 

His  labours  and  travels  in  Ireland,  in  company 
with  John  Burnyeat,  have  been  related  in  courfe. 
Soon  after  his  return  in,  1 660,  he  was  imprifoned, 
with  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  more  in  the 
county  of  York,  in  the  general  imprifonment  fuc- 
ceeding  the  infurreciion  of  the  trth  monarchy 
men,  and  detained  in  prifon  till  king  Charles  II. 
iffued  his  proclamation  for  their  releafe  in  the 
next  year.  _He  was  again  imprifoned  at  Wake¬ 
field 


PEOPLE  called  QJJ  AKERS.  245 

field  in  the  Paid  county  in  1665.  He  went  to  c  h  a  p. 
Ireland  a  fecond  time  in  company  w  ith  George  L 
Fox  in  1669,  where  their  fervice  was  conducive  ls^0. 
to  the  ftrengthening  of  many,  their  meetings  be¬ 
ing  held  and  their  miniftry  exercifed  under  the 
feme  of  the  divine  power  and  prefence. 

After  his  return  he  continued  his  minifterial 
labours  for  fome  time  about  his  native  county : 

And  attended  the  yearly  meeting  in  London,  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  old  companion  John  Burnyeat, 
in  the  years  1674  and  1676,  and  in  the  latter 
year  vilited  Briitol  and  parts  adjacent.  John 
Burnyeat  and  he  had  been  frequent  companions 
in  travelling,  and  clofely  united  in  their  fervices, 
and  they  finifhed  their  courfe  nearly  together,  the 
former  being  removed  by  death  the  1  1  th  and  the 
latter  the  1  5th  of  the  fame  month,  viz.  the  7th 
month  O.  S.  commonly  called  July,  1690. 

Robert  Lodge  (with  many  other  of  his  faith¬ 
ful  brethren)  having  kept  his  firft  love,  and 
holden  his  integrity  to  the  lad,  in  his  concluding 
fcene  felt  that  ferenity  of  mind  which  fupported 
him  above  the  fear  of  death;  of  which  his  ex- 
prellions  to  his  friends,  who  vifited  him  in  his 
lad  ficknefs,  appear  a  convincing  evidence ;  to 
one  of  whom  he  exprelfed  his  feeling  of  an  ap¬ 
proving  confidence  in  thefe  terms,  “  The  Lord 
“  knows  my  heart  that  I  have  ferved  him  ;  and 
“  it  hath  been  of  more  account  to  me,  the  gain- 
“  ing  of  one  foul,  than  ail  my  labours  and  tra- 
“  vels.”  To  another,  “  It  is  well  with  me,  I 
“  have  no  didurbance  in  my  mind.”  And  to  a 
third,  “  The  Lord  knows,  I  was  never  com- 
“  miflioned  to  go  any  way,  or  do  any  thing, 

“but  I  have  willingly  anfwered  him;  and  the 
“  Lord  who  hath  been  my  rock  and  refuge,  my 

“  fhicld 
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c  h  a  p.  “  fhidd  and  buckler,  and  my  fanftuary,  hath 

v _ J been  with  me  all  along  to  this  day.”  His  laft 

1690.  exprellion  was  “  BleiTed  be  God,  1  have  hea- 
“  venly  peace.”  In  this  peaceful  temper  of 
mind  he  breathed  his  lalt,  like  one  falling  into 
an  eafy  deep. 

charter.  He  was  a  man  of  an  amiable  difpofition  ;  a 
fine  natural  temper,  cultivated  by  pure  religion: 
A  preacher  of  righteoufnefs,  no  lefs  in  the  whole 
tenour  of  his  life,  and  circumfpect  converfation, 
than  in  word  and  doctrine  ;  whereby  he  acquired 
the  general  efteem  of  Irs  friends  and  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  left  an  honourable  and  fpotlefs  repu¬ 
tation  behind  him. 

Robert  Bar-  The  particular  account  of  Robert  Barclay's 
cLy-  birth,  family,  education  and  convincement,  laid 
before  the  reader  at  his  firif  introduction  into 
■this  hiftory,  and  of  his  fervices  in  the  courfe 
thereof,  while  it  points  him  out  as  a  man  con- 
fpicuous  for  ufefulnefs  in  the  fociety,  anticipates 
a  conliderable  portion  of  the  memoirs  of  his  life 
and  labours :  So  that  it  remains  principally  to 
relate  the  manner  of  his  conclufion;  tranfcribe 
his  character,  as  drawn  up  by  his  intimate  friend 
William  Penn,  and  others,  who  were  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  him  ;  and  to  give  account  of  the 
writings  he  hath  left  behind  him,  in  vindication 
of  his  religious  profeilion. 

This  excellent  man  was  taken  away  in  the 
prime  of  life,  having  attained  only  the  42d  year 
of  his  age :  But  in  a  life  devoted,  as  his  w’as, 
to  the  love  and  fervice  of  his  creator,  and  the 
employment  of  thofe  remarkable  talents  with 
which  his  mind  was  enriched,  to  the  propaga¬ 
tion  of  pure  religion  among  mankind,  1  efteem 
every  period  cf  our  age,  in  the  -ordering  of  di¬ 
vine 
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vine  wifdom,  a  life  long  enough  to  anfwer  the  chap. 
end  of  our  exiftence,  and  to  enfure  our  well- ,  l\ 
being  in  a  ftate  of  eternal  duration.  Elis  Tick-  ^o. 
nefs  was  fhort ;  but  having  through  life  had  his 
eye  to  a  future  ftate,  he  wanted  not  a  long  time 
of  preparation  for  death.  James  Dickenfon  of 
Cumberland,  being  in  the  courfe  of  his  religious 
travels  in  thefe  parts,  paid  him  a  vilit,  when  on 
his  death-bed,  and  as  he  fat  by  him,  they  were 
favoured  with  the  feeling  of  the  divine  power 
and  prefence  humbling  and  folacing  their  fpi- 
rits;  under  the  tendering  effect  whereof  Ro¬ 
bert  Barclay  expreffed  his  love  to  all  faithful 
friends  in  England,  who  kept  their  integrity  in 
the  truth ;  and  defired  James  to  remember  it  to 
friends  in  Cumberland  and  at  Swarthmore,  and 
the  faithful  every  where,  adding,  “  God  is  good 
“  ftill,  and  though  I  am  under  a  great  weight 
“  of  weaknefs  and  ficknefs,  yet  my  peace 
“  flows  ;  and  this  I  know,  whatever  exercifes 
“  may  be  permitted  to  come  upon  me,  they 
“  fhall  tend  to  God's  glory,  and  my  falvation, 

“  and  in  that  1  reft He  died  at  his  houle  at 
Ury  in  Scotland  the  3d  day  of  the  8th  month, 

1690. 

His  character  as  an  author  is  given  already: 

As  a  man  and  a  chriftian,  three  of  his  intimate 
friends,  who  were  well  acquainted  with  his  me¬ 
rit,  William  Penn,  Patrick  Livingftone  and  An¬ 
drew  Jaffray,  have  in  fubflance  defcribed  his  cha¬ 
racter  as  followeth  ; 

“  He  loved  the  truth  and  way  of  God,  as  re-KjsC). 

“  vealed  among  us,  above  all  the  world,  and  was  rafter 
“  not  afhamed  of  it  before  men  ;  but  bold  and 
“  able  in  maintaining  it.  Sound  in  judgment; 

“  llrong  in  argument ;  cheerful  in  fufferings ;  of 
“  a  pleafant  difpofition  ;  yet  folid,  plain  and  ex- 
*  “  emplaty 
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chap.  “  emplary  in  convention.  He  was  a  learned 
L  “  man,  a  good  chrittian,  an  able  minifter,  a 
“  dutiful  Ion,  a  loving  hufband,  a  tender  and 
“  careful  father,  an  eafy  matter,  and  a  good  kind 
c-  neighbour  and  friend.  Thefe  eminent  quali- 
“  ties  in  one,  v.ho  employed  them  fo  ferviceably, 
“  and  who  had  not  lived  much  above  half  the 
“  life  of  a  man,  aggravated  the  lofs  of  him,  ef- 
“  pecially  in  that  nation  where  he  lived.”  kVil- 
“  ham  Ftnn. 

“  He  was  a  lover  of  peace,  and  on  all  occa- 
“  lions  exerted  his  endeavours  to  promote  it. 
“  The  quicknefs  of  his  penetration  and  difcern- 
“  ment  furniihed  him  with  ability  ;  his  love  of 
*  “  pr*ace,  with  a  difpolition  to  promote  reconcili- 
“  ation ;  and  his  uncorrupted  integrity,  with  un- 
“  derttanding  to  give  found  judgement  in  mat- 
“  ters  of  difference,  and  compofe  and  determine 
u  them  with  impartiality,”  Patrick  Living - 
Jlone. 


“  He  ruled  his  ow  n  houfe  well-;  fo  that  beau- 
“  ty,  good-order,  holinefs,  gravity  and  humi- 
“  lity  were  confpicuous  •  therein.  He  was  a 
“  man  of  great  meeknefs,  evennels  of  temper, 
cc  and  lowlinefs  of  fpirit,  not  in  the  leafc  degree 
“  lifted  up  with  the  fuperiority  of  his  attain- 
“  ments,  natural  or  fpiritual  :  But  through  the 
“  affiftance  of  divine  grace  was  fo  preferred  in 
“  dominion  over  pride  and  pallion,  that  he  was 
“  rarely  ever  feen  in  a  peevish,  angry,  fretful, 
“  or  difordered  temper.”  Andrew  Jaffray. 

Account  of  Kis  -writings  w  ere  mottly  of  the  polemical 

XUj  writings.  .  .  ,  O  ,  J  .  1 

kind.  A s  he  lived  at  a  time  w  nen  great  pains 
were  taken  to  vilify  and  defame  the  fociety  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  he  found  it  his  con¬ 
cern  to  vindicate  his  profeilion  from  the  mifre- 

prefentations 
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prefentations  of  its  antagonifts,  which  he  is  ge¬ 
nerally  allowed  to  have  done  in  a  mafterly  man¬ 
ner  in  the  following  tracts. 

1.  ’Truth  cleared  of  Calumnies ,  published  in 
1670,  about  the  23d  year  of  his  age,  occalion- 
ed  by  a  book,  entitled  A  Dialogue  between  a 
Quaker  and  a  jlable  Chriftian ,  the  invention  fup- 
pofed  of  one  IV.  Mitchell,  a  preacher  near  Aber¬ 
deen. 

2.  Queries  propofed  to  the  ferious  confidera- 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen,  by  way  of 
appendix  to  Truth  cleared  of  Calumnies,  1670. 

3.  William  Mitchell  unmalked ;  being  an  an- 
fwer  to  his  Animadverfions  upon  Truth  cleared  of 
Calumnies,  1671. 

4.  A  feafonable  warning,  and  exhortation  to 
and  expoftulation  with  the  inhabitants  of  Aber¬ 
deen,  concerning  this  prefent  difpenfation,  and 
day  of  God's  merciful  vifitation  towards  them, 

1672. 

5.  A  catechifm  and  confeffion  of  faith,  &c. 

1673. 

6.  The  Anarchy  of  the  Ranters,  and  other  li¬ 
bertines;  the  Hierarchy  of  the  Romamfls,  and 
other  pretended  churches,  equally  refufed  and  re¬ 
futed,  1674. 

7.  A  "Vindication  of  the  preceding  traft,  ferv- 
ing  as  an  explanatory  poftfeript,  1679. 

8.  An  Apology  for  the  true  Chriftian  Divinity , 
as  it  is  held  forth  and  preached  by  the  people 
called  in  fcorn  Quakers.  Dedicated  to  king 
Charles  II,  1675,  the  28th  Year  °f  his  age.- 

9.  A  difpute  between  John  Lejley ,  Alexander 
Sheriff,  R~  Geliy ,  called  Jiudents  of  divinity ,  at 
Aberdeen,  and  Robert  Barclay  and  George 
Keith,  1679. 

10.  Quaker  if m 
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c  h  A  p.  io.  Quaker  if m  confirmed.  A  vindication  of  the 

_ _ ,  chief  dodrines  and  principles  of  the  Quakers , 

1690.  from  the  objections  of  the  itudents  of  divinity 
(lo  called)  of  Aberdeen,  in  their  book,  entitled 
Quakerifm  canvaffed ,  1676. 

11.  Univerfal  Love,  1677. 

12.  An  Epifile  of  Love  and  friendly  Advice , 
lo  the  Ambajfadors  of  the  fitveral  Princes  of  Eu¬ 
rope  met  at  Nimeguen  to  confult  of  ihe  Peace  of 
Chriftendom,  fhewing  the  true  caufe  of  War, 
and  propofing  the  belt  means  of  Peace.  To 
each  of  whom,  with  the  epiftle,  was  delivered 
one  of  his  Apologies ,  all  which  were  received  with 
iefpeCt,  1677. 

13.  A  Vindication  of  his  Apology;  in  reply 
to  the  objections  made  againft  it  by  one  John 
Brow’n,  in  his  book,  entitled  Quakerifm  the 
path-way  to  paganifm,  1679. 

14.  The  PolTibility  and  Neceflity  of  the  in¬ 
ward  and  immediate  Revelation  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  towards  the  Foundation  and  Ground  of 
true  Faith,  proved:  In  a  letter  written  in  Latin 
to  a  perfon  of  quality  in  Holland ;  and  now  alfo 
put  into  Englifh,  1679. 

George  Fox  George  Fox  grown  too  infirm  to  bear  travel¬ 
ling,  in  cor.fequence  of  the  multiplied  hardfhips, 
he  had  endured  in  long  and  affliCling  imprifon- 
ments,  and  by  other  means,  fpent  his  latter  years 
in  the  city  of  London  and  its  neighbourhood,  as 
the  place  where  he  could  be  moll  ellentially  and 
univerfally  ferviceable  to  his  friends,  particularly 
thofe  under  perfecution  and  fuffering  for  their  re¬ 
ligious  teftimony,  his  fympathy  with  them  pro¬ 
ducing  an  anxious  folicitude  for  their  relief.  Be- 
fides  his  public  fervice  in  the  meetings  of  his 

friends 
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friends  in  the  city,  and  places  adjacent;  andc  hap. 

writing  feveral  epiilles  of  advice  on  various  oc-  v _ ' _ ; 

cafions;  he  fpent  much  time  in  perufing  the  re-  ^c. 
cords  of  the  affairs  of  the  fociety,  efpecialiy  thofe 
of  the  meeting  for  fufferings,  and  the  letters  ad- 
drefied  thereto,  which  when  communicated  to 
the  meeting,  he  was  fure  to  prefs  the  lpeedy  an- 
fwering  thereof,  according  to  the  exigency,  in 
fuflfering  cafes;  and  to  promote  applications  to 
government,  both  in  behalf  of  particular  fuffer- 
ers,  and  for  the  eafe  of  the  body  in  general, 
by  proper  perfons,  who  were  more  fit  for  a^iive 
fervices  than  himfelf,  in  the  decline  of  his  health 
and  ftrength. 

The  la  it  epiflle  he  wrote,  was  a  confolatory 
epiltle  to  friends  in  Ireland,  with  whom  he  deeply 
fympathized  under  the  great  hardihips,  dangers, 
and  diltrelling  fufferings,  they  were  afflidfed  with 
by  the  war  at  that  time  carried  on  in  that  king¬ 
dom.  And  the  next  day  after  he  had  written 
this  epiltle,  he  went  to  the  meeting  at  Grace- 
church-ftreet,  which  was  large  (it  being  on  the 
firlt  day  of  the  week)  where  he  was  enabled  to 
preach  the  gofpel  fully  and  efifeffually,  opening 
many  deep  and  weighty  truths  with  great  power 
and  clearnefs  ;  after  which  he  prayed.  And  after 
the  meeting  he  went  to  Henry  Goldney's  in 
White-hart-court,  adjoining  to  the  meeting- 
houfe,  and  fome  friends  accompanying  him,  he 
told  them  he  thought  he  felt  the  cold  Itrike  to 
his  heart  as  he  came  out  of  the  meeting,  add¬ 
ing,  “  I  am  glad  I  was  there  ;  now  I  am  clear, 

“  1  am  fully  clear.”  As  foon  as  the  company 
retired,  he  lay  down  upon  a  bed  (as  he  fometime 
ufed  to  do,  through  wearinefs  after  a  meeting) 
but  foon  rofe  again ;  and,  feeling  his  ftrength 
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c  h^a  p. decay,  he  was  obliged  to  take  his  bed,  where  he 
.  layin  much  contentment  and  peace.  William 

1690.  Penn,  who  was  prefent  with  him  in  the  time  of 
his  confinement,  hath  reported  “  that  as  he 
“  lived  fo  he  died,  feeling  the  feme  eternal  power, 
“  that  raifed  him  to  be  greatly  ferviceable  in  his 
“  generation,  and  preferved  him  ldeadfaft  in  a 
“  life  of  righteoufnefs,  to  raife  him  above  the 
“  fear  of  death  in  his  laid  moments.  In  full  af- 
“  furance  he  triumphed  over  death;  and  wasfo 
“  calm  in  his  fpirit  to  the  lad,  as  if  death  w  ere 
“  hardly  w  orth  notice  :  Recommending  to  forae 
“  of  us.  who  were  with  him,  the  difperlion  of 
“  an  epiftle  he  had  lately  written,  and  fome  of 
“his  books;  but  above  all  the  care  of  friends, 
“  and,  cf  all  friends,  thofe  in  Ireland  and  America, 
“  tw  ice  over  repeating  ‘  mind  poor  friends  in  lre- 
“  land  and  America.'  And  to  fome,  who  came  in 
and  enquired  how  he  felt  himfelf  ?  he  anfwered, 
“  never  heed ;  the  Lord’s  prefence  is  over  all 
“  weaknefs  and  death,  the  feed  reigns,  bleffed 
“  be  the  Lord.”  He  had  the  comfort  of  a 
fhort  illnefs,  and  his  fenfes  clear  to  the  laid.  He 
furvived  his  laid  rninifterial  labour  only  two 
days,  being  removed  from  works  to  rew  ards  on 
the  fucceeding  third  day  of  the  week,  in  per- 
fedb  love  and  unity  with  his  brethren, ‘and  in 
peace  and  good-will  to  all  mankind,  the  13th  of 
the  1 1  th  month,  1690,  in  the  67th  year  of  his 

age.. 

His  funeral  from  the  meeting  at  \\  hite-hart- 
court  on  the  16th  of  the  fame  month  was  at¬ 
tended  by  a  great  concourfe  of  friends,  and  other 
people  of  diver fe  forts  (for  though  he  had  many 
enemies,  yet  many  others  had  a  high  efteem  of 
his  lignal  virtues)  to  friends  burying-ground  near 
Bunhdl  fields  where  (as  well  as  in  the  meeting) 
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feveral  affeCting  teflimonies  were  borne,  under  chap. 
the  lively  fenfe  and  remembrance  of  his  extra-,  l\ 
ordinary  fervices,  during  his  life;  after  which  j690> 
his  body  was  decently  interred :  but  his  me¬ 
mory,  and  the  fruits  of  his  religious  labours,  (till 
furvive. 

He  was  a  man  of  tall  ftature  and  large  body, 
but  remarkably  temperate  in  eating,  drinking 
and  fleeping.  His  deficiency  in  literature,  and 
want  of  a  liberal  education,  have  furnifhed  a 
topic  of  ridicule  and  contempt  to  the  genera¬ 
lity  of  writers  who  have  taken  notice  of  him. 

But  William  Penn,  who  had  the  opportunity  of 
knowing  him  better,  and  of  difcovering  under  the 
unpolilhed  furface,  the  intrinfic  value  of  his 
character,  defcribes  him  to  be  “  a  man  whom 
“  God  endowed  with  a  clear  and  wonderful 
“  depth ;  a  difcerner  of  other  men's  fpirits,  and 
“  very  much  a  mailer  of  his  own.  And  though 
“  the  fide  of  his  underflanding,  which  lay  next 
“  to  the  world,  and  efpecially  the  expreffion  of 
“  it,  might  found  uncouth  and  unfafhionable  to 
“  nice  ears,  his  matter  was  neverthelefs  very 
“  profound,  and  would  not  only  bear  to  be 
“  often  confidered,  but  the  more  it  was  fo,  the 
“  more  weighty  and  inltruCtive  it  appeared. 

“  And  as  abruptly  and  brokenly  as  fonietimes 
“  his  fentences  would  fall  fiom  him  about  di- 
“  vine  things,  it  is  well  known  they  were  often 
“  as  texts  to  manv  fairer  declarations.  And  in- 
“  deed  it  (hewed  beyond  contradiction,  that  God 
“  fent  him,  in  that  no  art  or  parts  had  any 
“  (hare  in  the  matter  or  manner  of  his  miniltry  ; 

“  and  that  fo  many  great,  excellent  and  ne- 
“  ceflary  truths,  as  he  came  forth  to  preach  to 
“  mankind,  had  therefore  nothing  of  man’s  wit 
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“  or  wifdom  to  recommend  them.  So  that  as 
“  to  man  he  was  an  original,  being  no  man's 
“  copy.” 

He  ever  confirmed  the  dodfrines  he  promul¬ 
gated,  by  the  example  he  fet,  fhewing  forth  the 
fruits  of  the  fpirit  out  of  a  good  converfation  : 
Upright,  fteadfaft,  pacific,  fincere,  innocent, 
dilinterefted,  charitable,  fympathizing  and  uni- 
verfaily  benevolent,  he  not  only  maintained  the 
antient  chrifiian  dodlrine  in  words,  but  mani- 
felted  in  a  practice  uniformly  regulated  thereby, 
that  the  grace  of  God ,  which  bnngeih  falvationy 
and  hath  appeared  to  all  men ,  teachelh  to  deny 
jingo d line/ s  and  worldly  lifts ,  and  to  live  fo- 
berly ,  righteoujly  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world . 
And  although  efteemed  a  fool  as  to  the  wifdom 
that  is  from  beneath,  he  was  richly  replenifhed 
with  that  wifdom  which  is  from  above ,  which  is 
pure ,  peaceable ,  gentle  and  eafy  to  be  entreated , 
without  partiality  and  without  hypocrify  ;  full  of 
mercy ,  and  full  of  good  fruits  ;  -  and  1  am  per- 
fuaded  many  have  indulged  their  pride  in  ri¬ 
diculing  and  cenfuring  him,  who  fall  far  Ihort 
of  him  in  folid  wifdom  and  pure  virtue. 

i  have  in  my  hands  in  manufcript  the  tefli- 
mony  of  a  *  perfon  generally  allowed  to  be  a 
very  competent  judge  of  men  and  things,  who 
after  remarking  that  G.  F.  dared  to  afiTert  the  free¬ 
dom  of  man  againfi:  the  tyranny  of  cufloms, 
fprung  up  in  the  times  ol  gothic  barbarifm 
and  monkifh  ignorance,  concludes  “  1  revere 
“  that  wifdom,  and  that  goodnels,  who  conde- 
“  fcended  to  afford  us  fuch  an  example  of  pri- 
“  mitive  chriftianity  in  life,  doclrine  and  con- 
“  verfation,  fo  near  our  own  times.” 


*  J.  Fo:her?iIl. 
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Thomas  Salthoufe  was  living  in  Judge  Fell’s  chap. 

family  at  the  time  when  George  Fox  came  to  L  _ ^ 

Swarthmore,  and  was  convinced  by  his  miniftry  l650_ 
with  the  greateft  part  of  that  family.  And  being  Thomas 
faithful  to  conviction,  he  fome  time  afterward  re_ Sdkhouie- 
ceived  a  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel,  and  w  as  com- 
miflioned  to  preach  it  to  others.  In  the  year 
1654  he  travelled  to  London,  from  whence  in 
company  with  Miles  Halhead  he  went  to  Briflol ; 
and  thence  weihvard  towards  Exeter  :  But  num¬ 
bers  being  difcontented  at  this  time  with  Oliver 
Cromwell’s  ufurpatiori  of  the  Government,  en¬ 
couraged  the  party  called  cavaliers  to  attempt  an 
infurreClion  in  the  weft,  which  was  foon  quaihed ; 
and  guards  being  placed  in  thefe  parts  to  take  up 
fuch  as  were  fufpe&ed  to  be  affiftant  therein, 
when  thefe  friends  reached  Honiton,  they  were 
taken  up  and  brought  before  Colonel  Coplefton, 
high  fheriff  of  the  county,  on  fufpicion  of  being 
cavaliers,  and  of  being  concerned  in  the  infur- 
reClion :  And  though  upon  examining  them,  he 
owned  he  believed  them  clear,  he  imprifoned 
them,  and  fent  them  away  with  a  pafs  as  va¬ 
grants  *  which  is  already  related,  together  with 
their  fucceeding  imprifonment  by  the  procure¬ 
ment  of  George  Brooks.  After  their  releafe 
they  went  to  their  habitations  in  the  noith;  but 
f  Thomas  Salthoufe,  in  1656,  travelling  again  in 
the  work  of  the  miniftry,  returned  into  the  weftern 
counties,  and  continued  fome  time  in  that  quar¬ 
ter,  in  the  exercife  of  his  gift,  in  the  courfe 
whereof  he  was  taken  from  a  meeting  at  $  Tho¬ 
mas  Budd’s  at  Martock  in  Somerfetfhire,  and 

committed 


*  See  vol  i.  p.  207,  203,  209.  +J.  Whiting,  J.  Cede, 
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chap,  committed  by  Robert  Hunt  and  John  Cary  to 
L  1‘  ,  Ivelchefter  jail,  as  a  dangerous,  wandering  and 

1690.  idle  perfon,  till  the  quarter  feffions,  where  the 
juftices  tendered  him  the  oath  ot  abjuration,  for 
his  refufal  whereof  they  fined  him  5I.  and  re¬ 
manded  him  to  prifon  till  he  fhould  pay  it,  where 
he  continued  a  prifoner  about  a  year. 

After  his  releafe  he  profecuted  his  travels  for 
promoting  religion  and  righteoufnefs  in  different 
parts  of  the  nation;  and  in  1660  returned  again 
into  the  weft,  and  was  again  imprifoned  at  ivel¬ 
chefter  in  the  1 1  th  month  that  year,  together 
with  his  companion  John  Scaife,  and  many 
others ;  at  the  enfuing  affizes  at  Chard,  the 
greateft  part  of  their  fellow  prifoners  were  re¬ 
leafed,  but  thefe  two  and  a  few  more  were  de-- 
tained  ti'l  the  enfuing  feflions;  at  which  the  reft 
were  difcharged;  but  the  court  required  fureties 
of  Thomas  Salthoufe  and  John  Scaife  for  their 
going  home,  the  former  into  Lancafhire,  and  the 
latter  into  Weftmoreland,  and  for  their  coming 
no  more  into  Somerfetftiire  for  three  years ;  terms 
which  they  could  not  comply  with:  Wherefore 
Thomas  Salthoufe  was  fent  back  to  prifon,  and 
John  Scaife  to  the  houfe  of  corredlion  as  a  vaga¬ 
bond.  They  w  ere  detained  till  the  latter  end  of 
the  third  month,  and  then  enlarged  upon  the 
king’s  proclamation  for  Retting  the  Quakers  at 
liberty.  §Ke  was  again  taken  up  with  Thomas 
Lower,  on  account  of  an  infurredlion  in  the 
month  of  October  the  fame  year ;  but  after  a 
long  examination  and  a  detention  of  three  days 
being  found  innocent,  they  were  difcharged. 

After 
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After  a  confiderable  portion  of  his  life  fpent  chap. 
between  travelling  and  labouring  for  the  promo-  K 
tion  of  truth,  and  fuffering  for  his  teftimony  169^"""" 
thereto,  he  married  in  Cornwall,  and  fettled  his 
habitation  at  the  town  called  St.  Auilel  in  that 
county:  Yet  continued  in  frequent  vifits  to  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  nation,  in  the  exercife  of  his 
miniftry  ;  and,  although  he  efcaped  imprifonment 
for  fome  time  after  this,  he  did  not  efcape  out  of 
the  reach  of  the  informers,  when  they  were  fet 
to  work;  for,  in  the  12th  month,  1 68 1 ,  was  the 
funeral  of  Benjamin  Growden,  a  man  well  be¬ 
loved  of  his  neighbours,  many  of  whom  attend¬ 
ing  his  funeral,  f  Thomas  Salthoufe  addrefled 
them  in  a  brief  exhortation  fuitable  to  the  oc- 
cafion,  i.  e.  to  ferioufnefs  and  fobriety,  remind¬ 
ing  them  of  the  certainty  of  death  and  judg¬ 
ment,  and  a  retribution  according  to  their  w  orks, 

&c.  This  exhortation  he  delivered  in  the  open 
burying  place  at  Tregangreves,  to  an  audience 
of  many  good  chriftians,  loyal  fubjedfs,  and  pro- 
feffois  of  the  protelfant  religion  as  by  law  ella- 
blifhed.  On  fuch  an  occahon,  and  to  fuch  an 
affembly,  one  w  ould  fcarce  expeift,  that  reminding 
men  of  their  mortality,  and  inciting  them  to 
prepare  for  death,  could  have  been  liable  to  the 
penalties  of  any  law  :  Yet  upon  the  oath  of  two 
informers,  who  were  there  watching  for  their 
prey,  feveral  of  thofe  prefent  were  convidfed  un¬ 
heard,  and  fined  for  a  conventicle  by  three  jus¬ 
tices,  Sir  Jofeph  Tredenham,  Jofeph  Sawle  and 
William  Mohun ;  amongfi:  whom  Thomas  Salt¬ 
houfe  was  fined  20I.  for  preaching:  For  which, 

Shortly  after,  goods  were  taken  out  of  his  Shop  to 
Vol.  III.  R  the 
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c  h  a  p.  the  value  of  29I.  9s.  9d.  He  was  again  com- 

k (  mitted  to  Launcelton  jail,  and  with  feveral  others, 

1650.  f°r  declining  to  take  an  oath,  was  brought  to 
the  aflizes  in  the  6th  month  1683,  where  the 
oath  was  again  tendered  them  in  open  court,  and 
upon  convidlion  of  refufing  it,  fentence  of  pre- 
munire  was  palled  upon  them,  under  which  they 
were  detained  in  prifon  near  three  years,  till  they 
were  difcharged  by  King  James’s  general  par¬ 
don. 

After  his  releafe  from  this  his  laft  imprifon- 
ment  he  continued  his  vifits  to  his  friends,  as  he 
felt  the  draft  of  duty  and  brotherly  aifedtion  ex¬ 
citing  him  thereto  ;  till  a  period  was  put  to  all  his 
labours  and  fufferings  by  his  removal  out  of  this 
life,  which  happened  in  the  12th  month,  1690, 
at  his  houfe  in  Cornwall,  about  the  60th  year  of 
his  age. 

He  w:as  a  man  of  a  good  natural  capacity,  and 
adorned  w  ith  an  excellent  gift  in  the  miniftry; 
remarkably  affable  and  pleafant'  in  his  converfa- 
tion,  which  procured  him  the  refpedfful  regard 
of  many  others  as  well  as  friends,  f  He  wrote 
fome  notable  tradfs  and  divers  excellent  epiftles 
to  friends,  and  is  no  doubt  at  relf  from  his  la¬ 
bours,  and  his  works  follow  him. 


f  J.  Whiting. 
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CHAP.  ir. 

IRELAND. 

Friends  in  Ireland  recommended  a  Colleflion  for 
their  buffering  Brethren  in  England. — Account 
of  Thomas  Carle: on. —  James  Barry  calumniates 
the  People  called  Quakers,  and  leing  defired  to 
give  them  a  Meeting ,  evades  it. — W.  Edmund fon 
1 warns  his  friends  of  an  approaching  Day  of 
Trial. — The  Earl  of  Tyrconnel  di farms  the  Pro- 
teftants. — Many  of  vahom  flee  to  England. — The 
Natives  fpirited  to  lnfolence. — W.  Edmundfon 
and  others  abufed  by  I roopers _ A  Majfacre  ap¬ 

prehended. — W.  Edmundfon  and  two  of  his 
Neighbours  go  to  Dublin  to  complain  of  theje 
Abufes. — Tyrconnel  r  duff  ant  to  hear  them. — 
They  apply  to  Colonel  Ruffe l,  Lord  Granard  and 
Lord  Mount  joy. 


F  RIENDS  in  Ireland  ftill  appear  lefs  liable  to  c  H  A  p 
Sufferings  than  their  brethren  in  England,  their  n. 
principal  fufferings  being  for  the  non-payment  of'  — ' 

tithes,  and  the  unreasonable  cofts  of  recovery  in  jnends^in 
the  bifhops  courts ;  on  which  occafion  they  peti-  IJ'cr|a"d rr<j'a 
tioned  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council  :  But  this  edition 
people  being  as  yet  much  expofed  to  great  fuf- 
ferings  in  England  by  the  rapacity  of  the  infor-  in  hngUnJ 
mers  and  otherwife,  furnilEed  a  frefh  inftance  of 
the  fympathetic  concern  and  mutual  benevolence, 
which  prevailed  amongfl  them,  as  members  of 
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c  h  a  p.  one  family  all  the  world  over.  Their  brethren  in 
,  u'  f  Ireland  undemanding  that  many  had  been,  by  the 
16S4.  ravages  of  thefe  informers,  and  penalties  feverely 
inflidied  upon  them  for  their  religious  tefli mo¬ 
nies,  reduced  to  necefhtous  and  diilreffed  cir- 
cumflances,  took  their  fuffering  cafe  into  conll- 
deration  at  their  national  meeting  this  year,  and 
recommended  a  colledlion  towards  their  relief, 
to  be  made  by  friends  in  the  feveral  provinces. 
Account  of  This  ye,ir  died  at  Ballinacarrick,  county  Wick- 
Thomas  low,  Thomas  Carleton,  a  native  of  Cumberland, 
Carieton  ^  Jiere  he  was  convinced  of  the  principles  of  the 

people  called  Quakers,  and  joined  them  in  fo- 
ciety,  after  palling  through  many  fpiritual  con- 
fhdls,  of  which  the  reader  may  find  a  clear  ac¬ 
count,  written  by  himfelf,  in  Rutty’s  hiltory  of 
the  rife  and  progrefs  of  this  people  in  Ireland,  to 
which,  to  avoid  unneceffary  prolixity,  I  refer. 

He  removed  to  refide  in  Ireland  about  the  year 
1673.,  was  a  man  of  greater  abilities  than  many 
others,  of  a  good  underftanding  and  clear  dis¬ 
cernment,  yet  of  an  humble  fpirit,  ready  to  pre¬ 
fer  others  before  himfelf.  As  a  member  of  re¬ 
ligious  community,  he  was  circumfpedf  and  ex¬ 
emplary  in  his  converfation,  zealous  and  diligent 
for  keeping  good  order  therein  :  he  w  as  an  able 
minifter,  being  endowed  with  a  divine  gift  to 
minifter  from ;  whereby  he  was  inftrumental 
both  to  convince  flrangers,  and  to  confirm, 
edify  and  provoke  to  diligence  thofe  who  were 
already  convinced  •.  He  was  alfo  well  qualified  to 
excercife  his  pen  in  alferting  and  defending  the 
principles  cf  his  profeflion againlt  its  opponents; 
and  patient  in  fullering  for  them,  as  appears  from 
a  trad!  he  publifhed  while  a  prifoner  in  Carlifle 
jail  for  tithe,  entitled  “  The  captives  complaint, 
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“or  the  prifoners  plea  againfl  the  burdenfome  c  h  a  p. 
“and  contentious  title  of  tithes,”  wherein  are  ^ 
laid  down  the  l'everal  reafons  againtl:  the  pro-  ,535. 
priety  of  paying  tithes  in  this  evangelical  day  and 
difpenfation.  He  publilhed  fome  other  fmall 
tradfs,  particularly  an  excellent  general  epiille  of 
admonition  and  advice  to  friends  in  Ireland  and 
elfewhere. 

In  confequence  of  the  prohibition  ifTucd  by  the 
government  of  Ireland  laft  year  but  one,  the 
other  bodies  of  diftenters  deferted  their  meetirig- 
houfes,  and  met  more  privately  :  But  the  peo¬ 
ple  called  Quakers  in  this  nation,  ike  their 
brethren  in  England,  continued  thei  public 
meetings,  both  for  the  worfhip  of  God.  and 
thole  for  difeipline,  wherein  being  flrengtt-  med 
and  comforted,  they  were  favoured  with  the  on- 
creafe  of  peace  in  themfelves,  and  near  unity 
one  with  another.  Their  public  meetings  were 
crouded  by  the  refort  of  numbers  of  other  foci- 
eties,  with  many  of  whom  their  innocent  forti¬ 
tude,  in  openly  bearing  their  teftimony  to  the 
propriety  of  meeting  to  worfhip  the  Almighty, 
according  to  the  perfuafion  of  their  confciences, 
had  gained  them  a  good  report.  While  fome  of 
the  other  focieties,  of  dififenters  who  abfconded, 
or  met  in  private,  flittered  their  minds  to  be 
filled  with  envy  and  prejudice  againfl:  them,  prin¬ 
cipally  becaufe  they  would  not  defert  their  pub¬ 
lic  aflemblies,  as  themfelves  had  done. 

Among  the  reft,  one  James  Barry,  an  indepen¬ 
dent  preacher  in  Dublin,  publifhed  many  accufa- James  Bar- 
rions  and  groundlefs  calumnies  a ga i n ft  this  people.  nhtin!-'m 
Upon  hearing  thereof,  fome  of  them  applied  to  friends  and 
him,  to  give  them  a  public  meeting,  in  order  pive  thrm  a 
to  make  good  his  charges,  or  furnifh  them  with 
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chap,  a  fair  oportunlty  of  clearing  themfelves:  but  he 
,  1L  made  many  excufes,  would  not  give  them  an 

j6y5  hearing,  and  notwithRanding  continued  his  rail¬ 
ings  againft  them  ;  by  which  conduct,  inftead  of 
gaining  his  ends  in  depriving  them  of  any  part 
of  that  eRimation  which  they  had  obtained  in  the 
opinion  of  the  publ  c,  he  preached  away  many 
of  his  own  hearers,  who,  like  the  noble  Bereans, 
came  to  friends  meetings  to  fatisfy  themfelves 
whether  thefe  reflections  were  true  or  no ;  and 
by  the  miniflry  of  John  Burnyeat  and  others, 
their  prejudices  were  removed ;  they  were  con¬ 
vinced,  joined  themfelves  to,  and  became  af¬ 
ter  wards  very  ferviceable  members  of,  the  fo- 
ciety. 

At  this  time  the  government  having  made 
choice  of  fome  friends  to  ferve  in  offices  in  cor¬ 
porations,  and  to  aft  as  magiflrates,  and  fbme 
few  having  accepted  thereof,  though  it  was  not 
of  their  own  feeking,  a  paper  of  tender  advice 
was  drawn  up  by  order  of  a  general  meeting,  to 
thofe  friends  who  had  engaged  in  thefe  offices, 
to  aft  confcientioufly  in  every  Ration ;  to  fhine 
as  lights  in  the  world,  and  be  punctual  in  diflri- 
buting  juflice  with  impartiality. 

William  Edmundfon,  after  his  return  from 
Edmund fon  America,  and  fome  Ray  at  home,  renewed  his 
«ams  ^  travels  in  various  parts  of  this  nation,  in  the 
approach-3"  exercife  of  his  miniRry.  In  his  progrefs  in  which 
ing  day  of  fervice,  his  fpirit  was  deeply  affedted  with  an 
humbling  fenfe  of  great  affli&ions  and  trials  ap¬ 
proaching,  which  would  try  the  inhabitants  of 
the  lard;  when  the  carcaffes  of  men  would  be 
fpread  on  the  earth  as  dung;  under  the  impref- 
fion  whereof  he  plainly  warned  friends  and 
others,  in  many  public  meetings,  and  advifed 

bis 


PEOPLE  called  Q_U  A  K  E  R  S.  263 

his  friends  particularly  to  contract  their  concerns  c  h  a  p. 
-in  the  world,  that  they  might  be  prepared  to  re-  u- 
cieve  the  Lord  in  his  judgments  that  were  at  l6g5 
hand,"  and  to  flee  to  him  for  fuccour,  that  they 
might  find  refuge  in  his  protection. 

And  the  times  foon  after  began  to  look  gloo-  ^86‘ 
my  and  threatening  to  the  proteffants  of  this  na¬ 
tion,  in  a  much  greater  degree  than  in  England. 

The  Earl  of  Clarendon,  although  the  king's  bro- 
ther-in-law,  had  ben  removed  from  the  ftation 
of  lord  lieutenant,  to  make  way  for  the  Earl  of 
Tyrconnel,  who,  from  his  firlt  advancement  to 
this  office,  feemed  determined,  by  the  molt  arbi¬ 
trary  and  undifguifed  meafures,  to  humble  the 
proteftant  fubjeCts;  deffroy  their  intereft,  power 
and  property  in  the  nation;  and  transfer  them  Earl  of 
into  the  hands  of  the  popifh  inhabitants;  and  to^rrc®""^e 
eftablilh  his  defpotic  government  over  the  heads  proteftams. 
of  the  former,  he  difarmed  them,  and  modelled 
and  compofed  an  army  chiefly  of  the  latter;  fo 
that  the  leading  men  among  the  proteffants,  and 
many  others  of  all  ranks,  recollecting  the  cruel¬ 
ties  of  the  Irifh  in  the  maflacre  of  1641,  which 
many  ffill  living  could  remember,  and  others  had  flee 
heard  difmal  accounts  of  from  their  parents,  t°  England, 
being  terrified  at  the  profpeCt  of  the  infecuri- 
ty  of  their  perfons  and  properties,  and  dreading 
the  repetition  of  the  former  barbarities,  fled  to 
England  for  fafety,  leaving  their  pofleflions  open 
to  the  invafion  of  their  enemies  *. 

Every  fucceeding  feafon  prefented  a  fuccefiion  ,63-. 
of  terrors  and  injuries  .  to  the  proteffants,  and 
encreafed  the  number  of  refugees.  Tyrconnel 
proceeded  with  precipitancy  and  violence  in 

effablilhing 
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chap,  eftabiifhing  the  civil  government,  as  -v el i  as  the 
n-  military  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Romanifts : 
l6k_  they  were  put  in  poffeffion  of  the  council  table, 
the  courts  of  judicature  and  bench  of  juftice — 
the  charters  of  Dublin  and  all  the  corporations 
were  recalled — proteftant  freemen  expelled,  Ro¬ 
man  catholics  introduced,  and  the  latter  fe<ft, 
who  were  the  majority  in  number,  were  now  in¬ 
verted  with  the  whole  power  of  the  kingdom*, 
to"  By  Bais  Parciality  of  the  government  in  their 
infolence.  favour,  the  natives  of  the  lower  clafies  aflfumed 
a  fpirit  of  infolence  and  abufe,  to  the  encreafing 
the  terror  of  the  difarmed  protefrants,  who  faw 
no  fafety  but  in  exile  or  the  fhelter  of  for- 
treffes. 

William  Edmundfon  among  others  was  a  great 
fufferer  at  this  time,  who,  although  an  inoffen- 
five  man,  and  principled  againft  taking  up  arms ; 
yet,  being  much  refpecled  by,  and  looked  upon 
as  an  eminent  man,  among  the  proteftants,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  his  refidence,  a  man  of 
fortitude,  and  one,  who,  having  frequently  made 
applications  to  government  in  favour  of  his 
friends,  was  known  and  refpedled  by  feveral  of 
the  leading  men  on  both  hides,  and  was  now  very 
ferviceable  in  like  applications  on  behalf  of  his 
prcteftant  neighbours,  was  marked  out  as  an  ob- 
je<5c  of  abufe  in  this  unfettled  time.  A  party  of 
Sir  Maurice  Euhace's  troopers  came  into  thefe 
parts,  committed  many  violent  abufes  upon 
e  mundfm  ^everal  prote^ai5ts  in  and  about  Mountmelick. 
and  ethers  Seme  of  them  came  to  William’s  houfe,  and 
abukdty  raac}e  him  a  fharer  in  their  injurious  treatment, 
taking  him  by  the  hair  of  the  head,  and  drag¬ 
ging 
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ging  him  about  the  yard  amongft  their  horfes  feet,  c  A  p. 
without  the  leaft  provocation  :  feme  with  clubs, 
and  others  with  pilLols  cocked,  [wore  they  -would 
kill  him',  upon  hearing  which,  his  wife  was  fo  ter¬ 
rified,  that  file  defired  them,  to  take  all  they  had , 
fo  that  they  would  J 'pare  her  h  jbunfs  life.  Re¬ 
port  went  to  Mountmelick  that  W  illiam  Edmund- 
l'on  was  killed,  which  made  the  inhabitants  of 
that  town  conclude  that  a  general  maffacre  of 
the  proteftants  was  determined  upon,  being  per-  apprehend  - 
fuaded  William  Edmundfon  would  give  them ed' 
no  occafion.  Many  of  the  proteftants  fled  in 
confternation  to  the  bogs  and  woods  to  conceal 


A  madacre 


themfelves. 

After  thefe  troopers  were  gone  off,  William 
went  next  morning-  to  Mountmelick  to  confer 
with  the  principal  inhabitants,  who  had  not  fled, 
who  were  glad  to  fee  him  alive,  but  feemed  of  the 
opinion,  that  this  violent  treatment  of  proteftants 
was  a  forerunner  of  a  maflacre.  William  w  as  of 
a  different  fentiment,  apprehending  it  was  rather 
with  defign  to  alarm  and  terrify  all  the  Englilli 
fettlers,  to  induce  them  to  flee  to  England,  that 
they  might  get  the  country  and  all  their  fubftance 
to  themfelves,  than  any  intention  of  a  maflacre. 

He  advifed  them  to  take  full  examinations  of  the 
abufes,  and  petition  the  government ;  and  there¬ 
by  they  might  probably  make  fome  difeovery  of 
their  intentions.  His  propofal  being  approved, 
he  w  as  defired  to  undertake  the  journey,  as  none 
elfe  durft.  Although  he  w  as  fenlible  of  the  jeo-  w  f. , 
pardy  attendant  upon  the  undertaking,  as  at  the  mund.on 
hazard  of  his  life ;  yet,  perceiving  it  might  be 
conducive  to  the  general  fecurity  of  that  neigh-  hours  go  to 
bourhood,  he  afl'umed  his  ul'ual  courage,  to  j^y  thcic° 
rilque  his  life  for  the  good  of  his  countrymen.  a.lu,fcs  he- 
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chap.  He  pitched  upon  two  of  the  townfmen  to  accom- 
.  u*  _  pany  him,  who  affented;  and  next  day,  taking 
their  journey  by  an  unufual  road,  for  fear  of 
being  way-laid,  they  arrived  fafely  in  Dublin. 

W.  E  having  an  intereft  with  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
tice  Nugent,  by  his  interference  procured  an  audi- 
Tyrconnei  ence  of  Tyrconnel,  who  appeared  to  hear  his 
complaint  complaint  with  reluctance,  and  gave  him  little 
reluctantly,  encouragement  to  expect  redrefs  from  him.  Not 
difcouraged  by  his  cool  reception  here,  he  re- 
folved  to  profecute  the  matter  to  the  utmoft; 
and  with  his  companions  (whofe  complaints  Tyr¬ 
connel  would  not  even  hear)  waited  upon  Colo- 
Theywait  nei  Ruflel,  who  was  colonel  of  the  regiment  to 
Kuffei.Lord  which  thefe  troopers  belonged,  and  gave  him  a 
fndLord  relati°n  °f  the  abufes  they  had  committed,  and 
siuuntjoy.  the  general  concern  a  tion  of  the  Englifh  inhabit¬ 
ants.  He,  who  was  a  proteftant,  feemed  alarmed 
at  the  report,  and  exprelfed  his  apprehenfions, 
that,  “  If  fuch  proceedings  met  not  with  exem- 
“  plary  punilhment,  it  was  time  for  every  man 
“  to  look  to  himfelf  but  he  would  go  to  the 
Duke,  and  remonftrate  againft  the  iniquity  of 
fuch  proceedings  *.  They  applied  next  to  Lord 
Granard,  the  lieutenat  general,  who,  upon  hear¬ 
ing  their  account,  in  great  diflatisfaflion  re¬ 
marked,  that  he  was  general  and  no  general \  and 
determined  alfo  to  remonftrate  to  the  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Tyrconnel  upon  the  fubject.  They  ap¬ 
plied  alfo  to  Lord  Mountjov,  and  others  of  the 
principal  men  among  the  proteftants.  By  thefe 
lucceftive  applications,  the  rumour  of  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings  fpread;  and  Tyrconnel  fending  for 

William, 
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William,  feemed  difpleafed,  and  faid,  They  had  chap. 
made  a  great  no'ife  in  the  city ,  and  wanted  to  „  ilj_ 
know,  If  they  had  witnejjfes  ready,  to  which  Wil-  ,6&7. 
liam  replied  in  the  affirmative.  They  were  then  They  are  re-, 
referred  to  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Nugent,  before  chiiefjuftke 
whom  they  appeared  next  morning,  as  did  alfo  N“gCfl^by 
Sir  M.  Euftace  and  the  troopers,  who,  being  ex-  uoopers  arc 
amined,  all  denied  the  fa<5L  William  then  be-  '°maMitted 
ing  afked,  if  he  knew  any  of  them  that  hadt0J31‘ 
abufed  him,  challenged  one,  who  confefled ;  and 
then  the  officer,  who  headed  the  party,  was  or¬ 
dered  to  difcover  the  reft,  which  he  did ;  upon 
this  they  were  difarmed,  and  fent  to  Marybo¬ 
rough  jail.  William  and  his  companions,  ap¬ 
prehending  they  had  difcovered  their  real  inten¬ 
tion,  returned  home.  Afterwards,  at  their  re- 
queft,  William  forgave  the  troopers,  and  pro¬ 
cured  their  horfes  and  arms  to  be  returned  to 
them. 
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CHAP.  III. 


Aft  of  Settlement  repealed . —  King  James  lands  in 
Ireland ,  which  b  comes  the  Seat  of  War. — The 
People  called  Quakers  keep  their  Habitations  and 
Meetings  in  the  Mid  ft  of  Danger. — National 
Meeting  3™,  0.  S  now  5™. — Ditto  9™°,  now 
1 1  mo. — The  Citizens  of  Londonderry  fhut  thetr 
Gates  againfi  King  James's  Army. — The  War 
breaking  oa  ,  Friends  ( with  others )  expofed  to 
great  Injury  and  Hard  flip. — An  Army  arrives 
from  England. — Battle  of  the  Boyne. — King 
James  leaves  the  Kingdom. — Parlies  of  the  L  ijh 
Army  cruelly  plunder  the  P,  otefants. — William 
Edmundfon  propofeth  to  his  Irifb  Neighbours  an 
Interchange  of  good  Offices. — Which  he  maketh 
good  on  his  Part ,  notwithjlanding  their  Inf  ace¬ 
tify — King  William  publifheth  a  general  Prop¬ 
el  amation  ofPaidon. 


i68g. 
Aft  of  fet- 
tlement  le- 
pealed. 


Th  AT  William  EdmundfonJs  conjedture  was 
well-grounded,  appeared  manifeft  by  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  parliament,  which  was  afterwards 
fummoned  by  King  James  to  meet  in  Dublin. 
One  of  their  firft  meafures  was  to  repeal  the  act 
of  fettlement,  by  which  the  protellants  of  the 
kingdom  had  been  fecured  in  the  poffefflon  of 
their  eftates;  and  the  bill  w:as  fo  feverely  framed, 
that  no  regard  was  paid  to  fuch  proteltant  owners, 
as  had  purchafed  eltates  for  valuable  conlidera- 
tior.s  ;  no  allowance  was  made  for  improvements, 
nor  any  provifion  for  proteltant  widows;  the 

pofielTor 
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pofleflbr  or  tenants  were  not  even  allowed  to  re-c  h  a  p. 

move  their  Rock  and  corn.  They  alfo  paffed  an  , _ 

a<5t  of  attainder  againft  all  the  proteRants,  who  jggy. 
were  abfent  from  the  kingdom,  and  againR  all 
thofe  who  lhould  retire  to  any  part  of  the  three 
kingdoms,  which  did  not  own  the  authority  of 
King  James.  By  thefe  two  ads  they  had  gained 
the  point  in  view,  by  Rripping  the  proteRants 
prefent  and  abfent  of  all  their  property,  and  tak¬ 
ing  it  into  their  own  pofleflion,  if  they  could 
have  retained  power  to  iecure  it  f. 

The  late  King  James  upon  his  defertion  of  King  James 
England  retired  to  France,  where  he  was  very  !ands  in're.' 
cordially  and  hofpitably  received  by  Lewis  XIV.  becomes  the 
who  alfo  affiRed  him  with  fome  forces  and  a  con- feac  of  war’ 
fiderable  number  of  officers ;  arms  for  the  ufe  of 
his  numerous  adherents  in  Ireland  ;  a  large  fum 
of  money ;  a  fleet  and  tranfport  fhips  to  land 
them  there,  which  waseffeded  in  the  firfl  month 
of  this  year  ;  and  in  confequence  thereof,  this 
nation  becoming  the  theatre  of  a  war,  threaten¬ 
ing  the  utter  ruin  of  all  the  Englifh  proteRants, 
encreafed  the  number  of  refugees  into  England 
or  into  garrifons.  But  through  all,  the  people 
called  Quakers  generally  kept  their  habitations,  The  peopIe 
and  kept  up  their  religious  meetings,  placing  called  Qua- 
their  confidence  in  divine  protedion,  lurrounded  ^bi¬ 
as  they  were  with  perils  on  every  hand.  F or  tation<i  and 
they  were  not  only  expofed  to  the  depredations of 
of  foldiers,  permitted  to  live  upon  free  quarter,  dan2er* 
and  countenanced  by  their  officers  to  be  very 
abufive;  but  to  the  more  favage  devaflatior.s  and 
cruelties  of  armed  bodies  of  banditti,  under  no 
reRraint  or  difcipline,  termed  tories  and  rappa- 
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chap,  rees,  who  infefted  every  quarter  of  the  nation, 
m-  plundering  and  burning  all  before  them. 

Notwithftanding  the  imminent  danger  of  tra¬ 
velling  in  a  nation  thus  circumftanced,  yet  fuch 
was  the  zeal  of  friends  at  this  time  for  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  their  religious  duties,  and  for  their 
own  edification,  and  growth  in  religious  expe¬ 
rience,  and  fuch  their  faith  and  confidence  in  the 
protection  of  divine  providence,  that  all  the  ter¬ 
rifying  profpeCts  and  impending  dangers  could 
not  prevent  them  from  reforting  from  the  diffe¬ 
rent  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  the  national  meet¬ 
ing  in  Dublin  in  the  third  month  this  year,  even 
at  the  hazard  of  their  lives. 

The  principal  bufinefs,  which  engaged  the  de¬ 
liberations  of  the  prefent  and  fucceeding  national 
meeting,  was  the  diftreffed  condition  of  their 
brethren  through  the  nation,  and  the  ordering  of 
convenient  Supplies  proportioned  to  their  necefii- 
ties.  They  received  accounts  of  the  fufferings  of 
friends  in  feveral  parts  of  the  natron  by  robberies 
and  fpoils  by  foldiers  and  others,  and  the  Ioffes 
fuftained  by  friends  of  the  province  of  Leinfter 
appear  to  be  above  900I.  Hereupon  friends 
made  application  to  King  James,  who  received 
them  kindly,  and  promifed  that  they  fhould  be 
protected  f  *. 

At 


National 

meeting, 

3ino. 


f  Rutty. 

*  Dublin  the  13th  of  3d  month,  1689. 

Our  half-year’s  meeting  is  over,  where  were  afiembled  many 
friends  and  brethren  from  divers  parts  of  the  nation  according 
to  our  ufual  manner.  We  enjoy  our  meetings  peaceably  and 
quiet  generally  over  the  nation,  and  in  moft  places  our  meet¬ 
ings  are  large,  and  many  people  come  in  ;  and  all  people  have 
their  liberty  in  the  free  exercife  of  their  confciences  in  matters 
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At  the  fucceeding  half  year’s  meeting  in  the  chap. 
ninth  month,  it  appeared,  that  the  Ioffes  of  m- 
friends  being  (till  continued  and  increafed,  thofe  ,53^ 
of  the  friends  of  Leinfter  and  Muniler  amounted 
to  above  7000I.  No  account  appears  in  my  au- Half'.year’s 
thor  from  Ulfter,  which  I  apprehend,  being  now  sTmo!"8’ 
the  feat  of  war,  muft  have  been  the  molt  con- 
fiderable,  but  that  friends,  as  well  as  other  inha¬ 
bitants,  were  too  much  alarmed  and  ditlreffed  to 
find  leifure  to  keep  and  return  regular  accounts 
of  their  fufferings,  though  many  of  them  were 
fpoiled  of  all  their  fubftance  f  *. 

After 

of  religion  ;  and  as  for  friends  and  truth,  they  are  in  good 
efteem  both  with  high  and  low.  The  Lord’s  care  and 
mercy  over  us  hath  been  largely  manifeft,  and  friends  do  learn 
great  experience  of  the  prefervation  of  the  mighty  arm  of 
the  Lord  in  this  great  day  of  trial,  which  is  upon  this  nation  ; 
yet  to  our  joy  and  comfort  friends  are  carried  over  it  in  the 
faith  of  the  fon  of  God,  and  have  been  preferved  miracu- 
loufly,  even  beyond  our  expeftation  in  feverai  places,  where 
their  trials  have  been  very  great,  and  the  dangers,  as  to  ap¬ 
pearances,  dreadful  ;  yet  friends  have  kept  to  their  habitations, 
trufting  in  the  Lord,  and  following  their  lawful  concerns  and 
bufinefs. 

At  this  half-year’s  meeting  our  hearts  were  made  more  than 
ordinarily  glad  to  fee  one  another’s  faces  in  fuch  a  time  as  this, 
and  the  Lord’s  power  and  prefence  was  with  us,  that  crowns 
our  meetings ;  and  in  the  fenfe  and  fweetnefs  of  the  fame  are 
the  raoft  of  our  friends  and  brethren  this  day  gone  towards 
their  outward  beings  in  the  peace  ot  God,  and  in  great  love 
and  unity,  which  did  precioufly  abound  amongft  us  in  this  our 

meeting  throughout  all  our  concerns  and  affairs. - Extra  ft 

of  a  Utter  from  John  Burnyeat. 

-j-  Rutty. 

*  At  Cavan  (a  place  that  lay  open  to  both  armies  and  to 
the  cruelty  of  the  rapparees)  feverai  friends  kept  their  habita¬ 
tions,  and  held  their  ufual  meetings  ;  and  though  fometimes  in 
fkirmifhes  between  the  two  armies  many  were  (lain,  their 

lives 
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chap.  After  King  James’s  arrival  in  Dublin,  and 
I1L  edablidfing  a  more  orderly  government,  than 
had  fub tided  there  for  fome  time  before,  the 
protedants  became  better  fettled  in  their  minds, 
and  the  fears  of  a  maffacre  began  to  die  away ; 
but  they  were  flill  expofed  to  great  devaluation, 
their  dock  and  cattle  beingmodly  taken  away  from 
them  or  killed  ;  friends  were  obnoxious  to  thefe 
depredations  in  common  with  other  protedants. 

James  was  in  Ireland  at  the  head  of  a  confider- 
able  army,  and  he  and  his  partifans  poffeffed  of 
the  whole  power  and  command  of  the  nation  for 
feveral  months,  before  any  forces  arrived  from 
England  to  give  them  oppolition  :  But  on  the  fil'd 
Sr*  alarm  of  an  intended  maffacre,  the  protedants  of 
London-  Londonderry  had  Ihut  their  gates,  a  id  refolved 
foive  wde-to  defend  themfelves  againdthe  Lord  Lieutenant, 
being  at  their  requed  fupplied  with  fome  arms 
ibntthe  and  ammunition  from  England ;  and  the  protef¬ 
tants  in  other  parts  of  the  province  of  Ulder, 
which  had  differed  mod  feverelv'in  the  maffacre 
of  1641,  who  retained  the  deeped  impredions  of 
terror  and  refentment,  feemed  refolved  to  prepare 
for  their  own  defence  againd  the  repetition  of 
fuch  inhuman  barbarities,  as  they  recollected,  or 
had  heard,  were  then  exercifed  by  the  mercilefs 
natives  on  their  cotemporaries  or  predeceffors. 
In  order  to  quafli  this  infurredion,  the  army  was 
put  in  motion  to  march  to  the  North,  which  now 
being  likely  to  become  a  fcene  of  war  and 
devadation ;  William  Edmundfon,  in  com¬ 
pany 


gates. 


lives  were  wonderful!)'  preferved  ;  but  of  their,  fubftance  they 
were  fpoiled  and  entirely  ftripped,  and  at  laft  corrmanCed  by 
the  chief  officer  of  the  Iriffi  army  to  epait  their  habitations, 
and  their  houfes  were  let  on  fire. 
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pany  with  Tome  friends  of  Dublin  (from  the  im-  chap. 
pulfe  of  that  univerfal  fraternal  regard,  whicli  1XL 
fubfiited  amongft  the  members  of  this  fociety  at 
this  time)  was  zealoully  concerned  to  ufe  all  his 
and  their  intereft  and  influence  with  the  chief 
officers  to  fpare  and  protect  their  friends  who 
were  not  in  arms,  and  many  of  them  promifed 
they  would,  and  performed  their  promiles. 

As  the  itorm  of  war  gathered,  the  calamities 
of  the  peaceable  inhabitants,  in  which  number  out,  friends 
are  comprifed  the  people  called  Quakers,  en-  ^“p1J,£tdh^t 
creafed.  The  rapparees  on  one  hand  plundered  great  iofs 
many  of  the  Englifh  without  mercy,  and  on  ft,"p.hard' 
the  other  hand,  the  army  marching,  and  being 
quartered  upon  them,  took  from  them  what 
they  pleafed ;  the  proteffant  families  were  but 
as  fervants  to  wait  upon  them,  and  drefs  them 
what  provifions  their  houfes  afforded,  fo  that, 
between  the  one  and  the  other,  the  melancholy 
profpe<5t  of  famine  for  themfeives  feemed  molt 
they  had  to  look  for.  * 

At  length  an  army  from  England  arrived,  ^na^om 
under  the  command  of  Duke  Schomberg ;  England, 
but  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  campaign,  and  the 
miferable  fituation  of  the  Irifh  proteffants,  de¬ 
termined  King  William  to  take  the  command 
upon  himfelf,  and  attempt  their  relief.  He 
landed  at  Carrickfergus  in  the  fummer,  1690, 
marched  forward  without  much  delay,  and 
came  in  view  of  King  James’s  army,  which  had  Klyns 
taken  an  advantageous  poll  on  the  banks  of 
the  Boyne  to  difpute  the  paffage  of  that  river  ; 
but  the  Englifh  army,  having  made  good  their 
paffage,  attacked  the  lriffr,  and  put  them  to 
flight. 


Vol.  III. 


King 

C3 


*  William  Edmundfon’s  Journal. 
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chap.  King  James  immediately  after  this  battle  made 
a  precipitate  retreat  by  Dublin  to  Waterford, 
1690.  and  from  thence  embarked  for  France.  He  had 
King  James  no  fooner  quitted  Dublin,  than  it  was  aban- 
kingdom,  doned  by  the  papifts  in  authority  under  him, 
whereby  the  civil  government  was  deferted ; 
and,  although  meafures  were  taken  by  the  bi- 
Ihops  of  Meath  and  Limerick  to  fecure  the 
peace  of  the  city,  and  King  William/s  fpeedy 
arrival  there  fecured  it,  yet  anarchy  overfpread 
the  country,  and  left  the  defencelefs  inhabitants 
expofed  to  greater  danger  and  damage  in  many 
parts  than  ever. 

The  people  called  Quakers  having  generally 
kept  their  habitations,  as  before  obferved,  while 
they  had  any  to  dwell  in,  were  deep  fharers  in 
the  calamities  attendant  upon  this  war.  Thofe 
buffered  by  William  Edmundfon  are  perhaps  as 
fevere  as  moil:,  at  leaft  of  them  we  have  the 
molt  particular  account  in  the  journal  of  his 
life,  written  by  himfelf,  from  w*hom,  as  a  man 
of  indifputable  veracity  and  an  eye-witnebs,  I 
have  principally  deduced  my  relation  of  the 
Rate  of  this  nation  in  this  diilrefling  feafon ; 
and  the  relation  of  his  particular  bufferings  ex¬ 
hibits  a  lively  debeription  of  the  violence  of  in¬ 
jury,  abube  and  cruelty,  which  afflicted  the  pro- 
teftant  and  Englibh  bettlers  during  thebe  times 
of  tumult  and  civil  war. 

Inflexible  virtue  generally  procures  rebpedt 
and  confidence.  W  illiam  Edmundbon’s  proteft- 
ant  neighbours,  being  molbly  driven  by  violence 
from  their  dwellings,  took  bhelter  under  his 
roof,  until  every,  room  was  full,  and  brought 
their  cattle  which  had  efcaped  rapine  to  his  land 
as  to  a  place  of  greateft  bafety  ;  but  after  the 

battle 
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battle  of  the  Boyne,  parties  of  the  Irifh  army  chap. 
difperfmg  through  the  country  w  ith  their  hoftile  U1- 
difpofltion  and  rivetted  averfion  to  the  Englifh, 
aggrayated  by  their  late  difappointment  and  de- Parties  of 
feat,  fet  no  bounds  to  their  plundering  and  ^ ^udiy' 
cruelty;  fo  that  the  proteflants  in  thofe  parts, plunder  the 
after  lofing  moft  if  not  all  of  their  property, protcftants* 
were  forced  to  take  fanCIuary  in  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  parifh  church  (fo  called)  at  Rofenaliis,  and 
other  places  more  fecure  than  private  dwellings, 
to  fave  their  lives.  For  it  was  now  out  of 
William  Edmundfon’s  power  to  protect  them  or 
himfelf  from  rapacity  or  violence.  Fie  faith, 

“  They  plundered  my  houfe  feveral  times  over, 

“  and  w  e  were  in  jeopardy  of  our  lives,  for  they 
“  were  wicked  and  blood-thirfty.”  In  this  extre¬ 
mity  of  danger  his  family  w  ere  forced  to  go  out 
of  the  way,  and  his  wife  was  earned:  in 
her  folicitations  for  him  to  go  aflde  alio,  left  he 
fhould  fall  a  facrifice  to  their  infatiable  venge¬ 
ance,  being  willing  to  venture  her  own  life  to 
fave  his;  but  he  had  not  freedom  to  leave  his 
habitation,  although  now  fraying  there  at  the 
rifque  of  his  life.  Yet  through  the  protection  of 
providence  their  lives  were  preferved,  but  they 
loft  all  their  houfhold  furniture,  which  the  pilla¬ 
gers  could  find,  and  thought  worth  carrying  aw'ay, 
and  all  their  horfes  that  were  left. 

Now  violence  was  let  loofe  without  reftraint; 
no  power  to  controul,  no  government  they  could 
apply  to  for  redrefs.  The  draggling  parties  of 
the  Irifh  army,  the  bands  of  robbers,  and  perfons 
difaffedled  to  King  William,  gave  the  full 
lwing  to  tneir  vindictive  tempers  and  ava- 
ricious  rapine;  whilft  the  remaining  proteflants, 
defencelefs  and  unprotected,  had  only*  to 

S  2  fubmit 
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c  h  a  p.  fubmit  in  fllent  forrow;  for  it  was  a  confider- 
m-  able  time  before  any  of  the  Englifh  army  came 
^777^7'’"  into  this  quarter  to  protect  them,  and  when  they 
came  they  were  not  very  active  in  their  pro¬ 
tection. 

w.  Ed-  In  this  emergency  William  Edmundfon  ap- 
ptopolcthto  P^ec^  to  principal  perfons  amongfl  the  Irifh 
the  irifh  re-  in  the  neighbourhood  who  Raid  at  home,  de- 
neighbour-* ^ring  t^iem  to  recolledi  that  they  (and  the  pro- 
hcodanin- teftants)  had  lived  together  as  peaceable  neigh- 
guod office^  hours,  and  wifhed  they  might  do  lo  flill : 

’  Though  at  prefent  the  Englifh  in  this  neighbour¬ 
hood  lay  expofed  to  the  fpoil  of  their  country¬ 
men,  yet  they  might  eailly  fcrefee  it  would  loon 
be  like  to  come  to  their  turn  to  be  obnoxious 
to  fimilar  bufferings ;  for  the  Englifh  army  be¬ 
ing  mailers  in  the  held  would  foon  advance, 
and  probably  revenge  the  wrongs  of  their  country¬ 
men  upon  them.  He  therefore  propofed  to 
them  a  mutual  interchange  of  good  offices  to¬ 
wards  each  other  with  their  relpetftive  parties; 
that  they  fhould  exert  their  endeavours  to  pre¬ 
vail  upon  their  countrymen  to  delill  from  rob¬ 
bing;  the  Englifh  of  the  little  they  had  left ; 
and  that  when  the  Englifh  army  advanced,  the 
Englifh  proteffants  fhould  ufe  their  influence 
and  intereft  with  them  in  their  favour.  This 
which  they  prcpofal  they  feemed  gladly  to  accept,  and  pro- 
rcem  chear- mifed  \s,  ith  many  oaths  firmly  to  adhere  to  it  on 
tepTr.t^re  their  parts.  But  their  promifes  and  oaths 
in  An  cere,  appear  to  have  been  only  a  cloak  of  deceit ;  no 
check  was  given  to  the  nofturnal  depredations  of 
the  ranparees,  fcarce  a  night  palling  but 
fome  of  the  Englifh  neighbours  were  robbed 
and  wounded ;  and  when  William  Edrnundfon 
remonftrated  to  them,  and  reminded  them  of 

the 
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die  obligation  of  their  lacred  promife,  a  deceit-  c  ?- 

fui  plea  of  ignorance  was  all  the  latisfaction  he  _ , 

got.  1690. 

William  Edmundfon,  aiffuated  by  the  bene- jT 
volent  principles  of  true  chrifhanity,  which  in-  nawith- 
ftru<ft  us  to  love  them  that  hate  us,  and  do  good  devours  To 
to  them  that  defpitefully  ufe  and  perfecute  us, ‘trvethe 
did  not  look  upon  the  violation  of  good  faith  in  n 
the  Iriih  as  any  plea  to  juflify  him  in  the  like 
practice.  The  molt  confiderable  family  of  the 
Irifh  in  that  neighbourhood  was  that  of  the 
name  of  Dunn,  who  being  a  powerful  family 
among  the  natives,  had  they  a<5ted  lincerely, 
might,  it  is  thought,  have  prevented  much  of 
the  mifchief  perpetrated  in  that  quarter ;  but 
there  feemed  reafon  to  fufpecl  they  encouraged 
it  underhand,  and  fhared  in  the  fpoil.  King 
William,  foon  after  his  entrance  into  Dublin, 
publifhed  a  proclamation  of  pardon  to  all  the  lilh£s  a  ge- 
common  people,  who  had  fervcd  agabilt  him,  dama^Tn 
and  declared  that  the  Irifh  and  others,  who  would  of  Fa?d°n. 
live  peaceably  at  home,  fhould  not  be  molelted  : 
notwithftanding  which,  as  parties  of  the  Scots 
and  Englifh  advanced,  they  did  retaliate  upon 
them.  Two  captains  with  a  body  of  near  three 
hundred  foldiers  came  into  the  neiohbourhood 

O 

of  Mountmelick,  drove  off  abundance  of  cat¬ 
tle,  and  rook  fome  prifoners,  amongft  whom 
was  William  Dunn  and  two  of  his  fons,  one  of 
whom  they  had  ('tripped  in  order  to  hang  him, 
under  fufpicion  of  his  being  a  rapparec.  In 
this  reverie  of  their  circumftances  the  Dunns 
fent  with  all  expedition  to  William  Edmundfon, 
to  requelt  his  interpofition,  who  immediately 
mounted  his  horfe,  rode'  after,  and  overtook 
the  party.  He  reafoned  clofely  with  the  officers, 
as  the  perfons  that  mull  anfwer  for  the  violation 

of 
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chap,  of  the  king’s  late  proclamation,  and  for  the 

(  *a-  reflexion,  which  the  permitting  the  army  to 
1690  plunder,  would  bring  upon  his  honour,  and  that 
of  the  Englifh  nation.  By  his  reafoning  he 
prevailed  upon  the  captains  to  relinquifh  the 
prey,  if  the  foldiers  could  be  brought  to  confent. 
Thefe  were  greatly  enraged,  and  ready  to  put 
all  the  Irifh  to  the  fword ;  yet  William  at  the 
hazard  of  his  own  life,  by  venturing  amongft 
them  while  exafperated  at  the  thoughts  of  loling 
their  booty,  fo  patiently  reafoned  the  matter  as, 
with  the  captains  afiiftance,  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  give  up  the  greatelt  part  of  their  prey. 
He  alfo  obtained  the  releafe  of  Dunn  and  his 
fons,  with  all  their  cattle. 

k  was  not  on  this  occafion  only,  but  as  often 
as  exigency  required,  that  he  was  ready  to 
interpcie  his  good  offices  in  favour  of  his  Jrifh 
neighbours.  He  often  interceded  with  the  Eng- 
lifh  foldiers  to  give  back  the  cattle  they  had 
taken,  and  perfuaded  them  to  return  part  at 
lead:,  or  bought  them  w.ith  his  own  money  at 
a  low  price,  and  returned  them  to  the  owners. 
He  let  their  horfes  graze  on  his  land,  to  Ikreen 
them  from  plunder.  One  might  naturally  ima- 
gin%  that  fuch  atfls  of  extraordinary  kindnefs 
would  produce  fenfations  of  refpect  and  grati¬ 
tude  in  the  molt  favage  tempers,  but  it  had  not 
that  effedf  upon  thole  bigots ;  they  w  ere  as 
ungrateful  for  the  good  offices  done  them,  as 
they  were  faithlefs  in  the  performance,^/  thofe, 
which  they  had  folemnly  promifetl  to  do  ;  and 
the  only  advantage  William  Edmundfon  reaped 
by  his  well-meant  exertions  to  ferve  them,  lay 
in  the  confciotfhels  of  aiftkg  from  the  pur  eft 
motives. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

The  Irijh  Army  left  under  no  JlriPt  Difcipline 
plunder  the  Country. — The  Half-year's  Meeting 
held  in  courfe,  notwit  hjl  an  ding  the  perilous  Sea- 
fon. — Friends  in  England  contribute  to  the  Re¬ 
lief  of  their  fuffering  Friends  in  Ireland. — 
WilliamEdmundfon  plundered. — The  dimes  look 
more  threatening ,  yet  he  is  not  free  to  leave  his 
Habitation. — Colonel  Bierly  foltcited  for  Pro - 
teciion,  but  treats  the  Solicitation  with  Negleft. 
— William  Edmundjon’s  Houje  burned,  and  him- 
felf  and  his  Sons  taken  Prifoners,  and  [entcnced 
to  be  put  to  death. — William  Dunn  takes  them 
from  the  Rapparees  to  carry  them  to  At  hi  one, 
where  they  are  in  Danger  from  the  Populace. — 
Brought  before  Colonel  Grace,  who  releafesthem 
upon  Parole,  floor tly  after  which  th  y  are  fet  at 
liberty. — William  Edmundfon’s  Wife,  [tripped  by 
Rapparees,  contraHs  a  Cold  from  which  Jhe 
never  recovered. — William  Edmundfon  fli/l  in 
Danger. — Account  of  George  Gregfon. — Ditto 
of  John  Bur ny eat. — Termination  of  the  War, 


Wh  E  N  the  campaign  was  over,  the  Englifh 
army  was  difperfed  into  winter  quarters.,  and 
the  number  of  rapparees  encreaied  greatly. 
Lauzun,  the  French  general,  went  back  to 
France  with  the  auxiliaries  of  that  nation,  and 
Tvrconnel  along  with  him,  to  folicit  frefh  aid. 
So  that  their  king,  their  general  and  their  go¬ 
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chap,  vernor  having  left  the  Irifh  army  with  arms  in 
1V-  their  hands,  under  little  or  no  ffriCt  govern- 
ment,  they  alfo  formed  themfelves  into  feparate 
parties  of  free-booters  or  rapparees,  and  burnt 
and  plundered  the  country  without  mercy.  The 
English  army  in  the  mean  time  enjoying  their 
eafe  in  their  quarters,  and  not  intirely  deluding 
from  imitating  the  rapine  of  the  enemy,  gave 
little  protection  to  the  defencelefs  proteflants, 
who  were  now  more  dreadfully  harrafled,  ter¬ 
rified  and  abufed  than  before.  This  winter  pro¬ 
ved  the  accumulation  of  their  forrows. 

The  half-  The  half-year’s  national  meeting  of  the  peo- 
fngheidTn’  P^e  cafied  Quakers  at  Dublin  approached,  and 
courfe.not- was  held  as  ufual  in  the  ninth  month  (Novem- 
kighthenpe-  t>er)  °f  this  year,  to  which  friends  from  the 
riious  fea-  fun dry  quarters  of  the  nation  reforted  with  their 
ufual  zeal  and  diligence,  amidft  furrounding 
perils,  and  were  uncommonly  refrefhed  together, 
under  an  humbling  fenfe  of  thankfulnefs  to 
that  divine  power  which  had  gracioufly  pre- 
ferved  their  lives  through  fo  many  dangers,  and 
given  them  this  renewed  opportunity  of  rejoicing 
in  feeing  one  another’s  faces  again  in  fafety,  of 
Strengthening  the  bonds  of  gcfpel  fellow  fhip,  of 
enquiring  into  and  receiving  intelligence  of  the 
Hate  and  neceffities  of  their  brethren  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  quarters  of  the  nation,  and  railing  fup- 
piies  to  the  utmofl  of  their  ability  ;  but,  through 
the  repeated  Ioffes  they  had  fuftained  by  conti¬ 
nual  depredations,  numbers  who  before  were  in 
affluent  or  comfortable  circumflances  were  re¬ 
duced  to  penury  themfelves.  Yet  thofe  who 
refided  in  Dublin  and  ether  places  garrifoned 
with  the  English  efcaped  better  ;  and  it  appears 
probable  they  were  in  a  capacity  to  Spare  feme 
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of  their  fubftance  for  the  relief  of  the  fufferers,c  h  a  p. 

and  with  this  people  the  extenfion  of  relief  to  their _ I 

friends  and  others  generally  accompanied  the  ca-  tCgo. 
pacity  to  do  it. 

As  early  as  the  half-year’s  meeting  in  9-0. 
laft  year,  the  meeting  for  fufferings  in  London, 
feeling  for  the  diftreffes  of  their  friends  in  Ireland, 
had  commenced  a  correfpondence  to  enquire  into 
their  Rate,  and  offer  them  their  brother¬ 
ly  afliftance,  as  far  as  occafion  might  require. 

The  faid  half-year’s  meeting,  in  reply,  acknow¬ 
ledged  their  tender  care,  but  at  that  time  de¬ 
clined  the  acceptance  of  their  friendly  offer ;  the 
feveral  provinces  being  .as  yet,  r.otwithftanding 
their  Ioffes,  in  a  condition  to  adminifter  the  ne- 
ceffary  relief;  but,  through  the  continued  lofs  of  Friends  in 
their  fubftance,  and  general  impoverifhment  , 

of  the  members  of  this  fociety,  by  the  to  the  relief 
violence  of  rapine,  they  found  themfelves 
under  the  neceffity  of  accepting  the  benevolence  threrfin  ire- 
of  their  brethren  in  England ;  they  drew  firft  ianJ‘ 
for  600I.  and  afterwards  friends  of  England  re¬ 
mitted  150I.  for  the  relief  of  friends  of  Ulfter; 
and  1060I.  more  was  fent  from  London,  which 
in  1692  was  diftributed  proportion  ably  to  each 
province.  A  letter  was  then  fent  to  friends  of 
London,  acknowledging  their  brotherly  kind- 
nefs,  and  deliring  them  to  ftop  any  further  re¬ 
mittances,  hoping,  upon  the  re-fettlement  of  the 
nation  in  peace,  to  be  able  amongft  themfelves  to 
contribute  fufficiently  to  the  future  neceftities  of 
friends  in  their  nation.  So  great  and  fo 
univerfal  w  as  the  near  and  fympathizing  affec¬ 
tion  fublifting  between  the  members  of  this  fo¬ 
ciety,  that  even  from  friends  of  Barbadoes  loci. 
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was  remitted  for  the  relief  of  their  brethren  in 
Ireland,  under  their  didrefling  bufferings. 

By  means  of  thefe  aids,  and  by  the  protection 
of  divine  providence,  the  friends  in  Ireland 
were  modly  enabled  to  weather  out  the  dorm, 
which  feemed  now  at  the  height.  William  Ed- 
mandfon,  during  his  attendance  on  the  half- 
year’s  meeting,  received  intelligence  that  the 
rapparees  had  carried  off  about  twenty  of  his 
cows,  but  that  none  of  his  family  had  received 
any  hurt.  As  foon  as  the  meeting  was  over,  re¬ 
turning  home,  he  had  the  fatisfaclion  to  find  his 
wife  and  family  well ;  but  the  times  looked  dill 
more  gloomy  and  threatening;  fpoil  and  cruelty 
encreafed ;  but,  although  imminent  dangers  fur- 
rounded  thefe  parts,  he  durd  not  remove 
to  a  place  of  greater  fafety.  Ke  was  apprehen- 
five  that  his  removal  might  difeourage  his  friends 
and  protedant  neighbours,  and  perhaps  induce 
Them  to  dee  from  their  habitations,  and  thereby 
be  in  danger  of  perifhing  through  want.  But 
although  he  had  the  faith  to  believe  that  one 
hair  of  his  head  would  not  fall  without  the  per- 
midion  of  divine  providence,  his  day  with  them 
was  to  be  but  fnort. 

Of  this  he  feemed  to  have  a  forefight;  for 
on  the  23d  day  of  the  fame  month,  about  ten 
days  after  his  return,  he  applied  to  Colonel  Bier¬ 
ly,  governor  of  Mountmelick,  and  told  him,  if 
he  did  not  ufe  fome  means  to  fuccour  their 
quarter,  it  would  be  to  his  own  great  damage, 
for  he  expected  every  night  that  his  houfe  would 
be  burnt  down  ;  that  if  he  gave  way  all  the 
protedants  thereabout  would  flee;  that  then  the 
rapparees  might  burn  and  deflroy  all  the 
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forage  in  the  country,  and  thereby  drftrefs  him-  chap. 
felf  and  his  garrifon.  Bierly  took  but  little  notice  t  ^ 
of  his  application,  although  the  occafion  was  ,5^0, 
urgent;  for  that  fame  night  William  Edmund- 
fon’s  houfe  was  befet  by  feveral  hundreds  of 
thefe  banditti,  while  the  family  were  afleep,  who 
fired  vollies  of  /hot  through  the  windows,  which 
were  heard  in  Mountmelick,  two  miles  off.  Up¬ 
on  this  feveral  of  the  inhabitants,  by  whom  Wil¬ 
liam  was  greatly  refpefted,  waited  upon  Bierly, 
defiring  him  to  order  out  a  party  to  his 
relief,  which  he  refufed  to  grant.  Then  (as 
William  was  informed)  a  lieutenant  applied  to 
him  for  a  party  of  men,  faying  that  Wil- 
liam  was  an  honed:  man,  and  he  would  relieve 
him  or  lofe  his  life;  but  Bierly,  who  would 
neither  take  any  ftep  to  protect  a  refpeffable  in¬ 
habitant  from  danger,  nor  to  relieve  him  when 
actually  aflaulted,  anfwered  the  lieutenant,  ihat 
he  would  hang  that  man ,  that  Jhould  fur  out  of  the 
garrifon. 

The  rapparees  having  fet  fire  to  the  houfe,  wiii;am 
William  capitulated  upon  terms,  to  which  they  ^1?suhn(fu‘i. 
agreed.  But  he  furrendered  to  men,  infenfible  turned,  and 
to  every  obligation  of  religion,  confidence  or  ”‘s  fc„satna. 
honour.  They  firlf  fell  to  pillaging  whatever ken  pnfon- 
the  fire  had  fpared  or  had  not  reached.  1  hey  c!5' 
left  his  wife  without  fubliltence,  having  taken 
every  head  of  cattle  they  had.  They  took  Wil¬ 
liam  and  his  two  fons  prifoners,  bare-footed, 
bare-headed,  and  aimed:  naked.  In  this  condi¬ 
tion  they  took  them  in  the  night  fome  miles 
through  rough  thickets,  bufiies,  mire  and  water, 
up  to  their  knees,  although  in  the  winter  feafon. 

Their  legs  and  feet  were  hereby  much  hurt  and 
bruifed.  When  they  came  into  a  neighbouring 
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chap,  wood,  they  held  a  council  upon  them,  and  fer.- 
,  ^ '  tenced  William  to  be  fhot,  becaufe  he  was  a  Rout 

man;  and  his  two  Tons  to  be  hanged.  William, 
and  ftncen-  who  was  naturally  of  an  undaunted  fpirit,  was 
to  death,put  not  afraid  to  plead  his  caufe,  even  with  thefe 
barbarians.  He  told  them,  that  many  of  them, 
knew  him  and  his  two  fons  alfo,  and  challenged 
them  to  prove  that  they  had  wronged  any  of  their 
countryfolk  to  the  value  of  one  farthing,  through 
all  this  time  of  civil  diforder ;  but  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  that  he  had  exerted  himfelf  to  ferve  and  fave 
them  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power;  fometimes  with 
the  hazard  of  his  life  amongft  the  Englifh  foldiers. 
They  acknowledged,  Thy  knew  him  to  be  an 
honeji  man  :  Notwithflanding  which  they  hood¬ 
winked  his  two  fons  to  put  their  barbarous 
defign  in  execution,  and  having  two  fire-locks 
prepared  to  fhoot  them,  they  went  about  hood¬ 
winking  him  alfo,  but  he  told  them,  they  needed 
not ,  for  he  could  look  them  in  the  face ,  and  was  not 
^  afraid  to  die. 

trikh  them  But,  juft  as  they  were  about  executing  their 
frt™ ‘lle  cruel  purpofe,  William  Dunn,  a  lieutenant  in 
snd" carries  the  Irifh  army,  and  fon  to  Captain  Dunn  before 
them  to  mentioned,  came  up  and  took  them  from  thefe 
rapparees,  to  bring  them  priioners  to  Athlone, 
the  next  Irifh  garrifon,  about  twenty  miles,  dis¬ 
tant.  He  expedled  to  make  merit  hereof  with 
his  fuperiors,  and  obtain  fome  preferment.  After 
he  had  detained  them  three  days  in  a  poor  cot¬ 
tage  in  cold  and  hunger,  he  marched  them  to 
Athlone.  On  the  way  they  were  met  by  Rich¬ 
ard  Dunn  and  his  brother-in-law,  who,  though  fo 
much  obliged  to  William  for  his  friendly  fervices, 
treated  him  with  railing  language;  could  not 
reprefs  the  fymptoms  of  their  malignant  joy 
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at  his  prefent  circumftances,  and  in  exultation  chap. 
told  him  they  were  going  to  burn  Mountmel-  lv- 
ick,  and  the  reft  of  the  country  that  had  hitherto 
efcaped  the  flames.  William  commiferated  his 
neighbours,  but  could  not  help  them ;  but,  if 
this  w  as  their  purpofe,  they  weie  prevented  from 
executing  it. 

When  they  arrived  at  Athlone,  they  appeared  At  Athione 
again  in  imminent  danger  of  their  lives;  a  great 
number  of  the  populace  and  foldiers  gathered  populate, 
about  them,  and  at  their  head  the  high  lheriff  of 
the  county,  who  ftimulated  them  to  milchief,  by 
loading  thefe  inoffenfive  perfons  with  opprobrious 
epithets,  calling  them  rebels  and  traitors  ;  fo  that 
it  was  admirable,  that  they  were  not  ftabbed  with 
the  bayonets  and  fkeins  by  the  loldiers  and  rab¬ 
ble;  but  that  juft  then  a  perfon  of  genteel  ap¬ 
pearance  made  his  way  through  the  crowd,  and, 
coining  up  to  William,  faluted  him  with  refpect, 
and  vindicated  him  from  the  fheriff’s  reflections, 
calling  to  him  aloud,  “  I  have  known  him  above 
“  twenty  years,  and  know  him  to  be  an  honeft 
“  man,  fay  what  you  will  of  him.”  This  inter¬ 
vention  of  a  ftranger  to  William,  was  the  means 
of  quieting  the  evil  difpofition  of  the  fheriflf  and 
of  the  crowd,  which  William  efteemed  as  help 
raifed  in  their  great  danger  from  among  them- 
felves  by  the  direction  of  divine  providence.  He 
underftood  afterwards  this  man's  name  w  as  Valen¬ 
tine  Toole,  lieutenant  in  the  army,  who  alfo  ac¬ 
quainted  William  that  Dunn  had  informed  a«ainft 
him. 

After  fome  little  time  they  were  brought  up  to  Brought  >-e- 
the  caftle  before  Colonel  Grace,  governor  of  GrracJ°^j,el 
the  town,  and  his  council  of  officers,  to  be  ex-  rcieamh 
amined,  before  whom  William  appearing  wrapped  i^anV'3" 
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up  in  an  old  blanket  (almoft  his  only  cloatning; 
the  colonel,  not  knov.ing  him  in  this  difguil'e, 
enquired  of  him  his  name  and  place  of  rcfi- 
dence;  to  which  anfwering,  1  am  old  William 
Edmundfon ,  the  colonel,  who  knew  him  well, 
and  had  been  hofpitably  entertained  by  him, 
flood  up,  and  with  tears  fignified  his  forrow7  to 
fee  him  there  in  that  condition.  He  then  en¬ 
quired  of  Dunn  what  he  had  againft  him,  who 
advanced  fundry  falfe  accufations,  which  William 
refuted  clearly  to  the  fatisfaflion  of  the  colonel 
and  council.  At  this  the  colonel  grew  angry 
with  Dunn,  and  expreffed  his  refentment  at  his 
treatment  of  fo  refpeclable  a  perfon.  Dunn  now, 
to  excufe  himfelf,  faid  the  rapparees  were  going 
to  hang  them,  and  that  he  brought  them  thither 
to  fave  their  lives,  upon  which  the  governor  de¬ 
clared,  that  if  he  had  them  there  he  would  hang 
them. 

At  the  Moate,  a  few  miles  from  Athlone,  lived 
John  Clibborn*,  who  was  not  as  yet  driven  from 

his 


*  A  meeting  was  fettled  at  John  Clibborn’s,  who  kept  his 
habitation  long  in  much  danger  ;  and  the  meeting  was  kept  up 
at  this  time  with  great  difficulty,  lying  only  fix  miles  from 
Arhlor.e,  a  chief  Iri/h  garrifon,  and  place  of  retuge  for  that 
party,  whence  lcouting  parties  often  fallied  to  ravage  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  whither  the  rapparees  ufually  carried  thofe  capfives, 
whom  they  were  not  permitted  to  murder,  as  they  had  done 
manv.  Whilft  the  faid  J.  Clibborn  could  keep  his  houfe,  it 
was  an  afylurn  to  friends  and  others.  Amongth  thefe  Anthony 
Robinfon  and  John  Millar,  two  of  this  lociety,  v.’ho  refided 
about  three  miles  fioin  Athlone,  after  they  had  their  houfes 
plundered,  were  threatened  to  be  murdered  with  their  fami¬ 
lies;  but  were  refcued  by  a  near  neighbour,  wife  to  an  Irifh 
juftice  of  peace,  who  took  them  into  her  houfe,  and  kept  them 
there  till  the  band  of  robbers  grew  fo  infolent  and  outrageous 
as  to  force  their  way  into  the  houfe  after  them,  infomuch  that, 
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his  habitation  and  hearing  of  William’s  capti-  c  h  a  p. 

vity  in  that  town,  came  to  fee  him  in  his  delli-  v _ iV 

tute  condition,  and  fupply  him  with  pro  vifions ; 
and  afterwards,  upon  becoming  furety  for  his  ap¬ 
pearance,  if  called  for,  obtained  the  governor’s 
confent  to  remove  William  and  his  fons  to  his 
houfe,  upon  parole ;  and  fhortly  after  they  were 
fet  at  liberty. 

One  of  William’s  fons  had  a  tanyard  well  william 
flocked ;  and  about  a  week  after  the  burning  of 
their  houfe,  while  they  were  in  confinement,  affilied  by 
William’s  wife  thought  it  neceflary  to  remove  the  ^unt'ldea- 
hides  and  leather  to  a  place  of  greater  fafety  ;  voting  to 
and  accordingly  went,  accompanied  by  feveral  of  a0Tk  of  her 
their  neighbours  with  horfes  and  cars  to  afliil  in  Ion’s  “n: 
removing  them.  While  they  were  loading  the  pr^by”" 
leather,  &c.  Colonel  R.  Dunn  and  his  brother-  raFParees- 
in-law  aforefaid,  came  upon  them  with  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  rapparees;  whereupon  the  neighbours 
fled  for  their  lives  and  left  the  horfes,  cars  and 
loading  which  the  rapparees  feized  and  carried 
of.  But  the  old  woman,  not  being  able  to  u-;Tam 
efcape,  they  dripped  her  naked,  and  left  her  in  Edm'unJ- 
that  condition  to  walk  home  two  miles  in  the 
month  of  December,  whereby  die  caught  a  cold  th- .appa- 
of  which  (he  never  recovered,  but  died  about  coid’Jom 
feven  months  after.  Dunn’s  egregious  perfidy  which  ihe 
immediately  met  with  exemplary  vengeance.  veud.rec°* 
For  the  next  morning  a  party  of  twenty-five 
troopers  being  fent  from  Mountmelick  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  plunderers,  to  whom  (l  have  heard) 

about 

despairing  of  their  longer  fafety  there,  /lie  defired  them  to 
elcape  with  their  lives  if  they  could.  She  then  conveyed  the;n 
into  her  garden,  whence  with  much  difficulty  they  e leaped  into 
a  neighbouring  wood,  where  ihcy  lay  concealed  levei  >1  days 
and  nights  in  great  terror  ami  dillrefs,  and  with  gieat  diiS.  ul- 
ty^ihey  got  to  the  aforelaid  John  Clibborn’s  houle. 


283 


HISTORY  of  the 


chap,  about  fixty  of  the  inhabitants  joined  them- 
iv-  felves,  they  met  with  the  faid  Dunn  and  fe- 
veral  hundreds  of  the  rapparees,  whom  they  en- 
"  '  gaged.  Dunn  and  his  brother-in-law,  with  many 
others,  were  killed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
engagement,  upon  which  the  ret  fought  their 
fafety  in  flight,  of  whom  a  great  number  were 
taken  prifoners,  and  fafely  brought  off  to 
Mountmelick. 

After  William  had  obtained  his  liberty,  and 
w.niam  was  returned  back  into  the  neighbourhood  of 

Edmund-  r  .  o 

ion  (till  in  his  former  relidence,  he  was  not  releafed  from 
<kDgtr‘  danger,  being  (fill  the  object  of  the  cruel  ma¬ 
chinations  of  his  popifh  neighbours,  to  whom 
he  had  been  a  peaceable  neighbour  and  kind 
friend.  For,  fo  multiplied  had  the  enormities  of 
the  bands  of  rapparees  been  through  the  winter, 
that  as  foon  as  the  Englifh  army  could  be  drawn 
out  of  their  winter  quarters,  it  was  refolved  to 
put  a  hop  to  their  depredation,  by  driving  them 
over  the  Shannon.  And  Major’  General  Kirk, 
with  part  of  the  army,  marched  to  Mountmelick 
with  intention  to  fettle  garrifons  in  convenient 
places  to  protect  the  country.  Rofenallis  was 
pointed  out  to  him  as  a  convenient  place,  and 
information  given  him  of  William's  bufferings 
and  ufage  from  the  papiits  there.  Whereupon 
he  fent  for  William  and  ordered  him  to  attend 
him  to  Rofenallis,  which  at  the  general's  com¬ 
mand  he  did. 

In  confequence  of  this,  the  popifh  neighbours, 
who  kept  their  dwellings  thereabout  under  the 
protection  of  king  William’s  proclamation  ;  and 
who,  though  they  kept  at  home  under  this  pro¬ 
tection,  favoured  and  harboured  the  rapparees, 
conceived  a  deep  but  concealed  refentment  againft 

William 
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William  Edmundfon,  whom  they  caufelefsly  fuf-c  HjvA  p- 
pedted  as  the  author  of  fixing  a  garrifon  there,  i  ,_vL 
to  overawe  them  from  harbouring  thofe  plun-  •  69o. 
derers,  and  prevent  their  fharing  in  their  plunder 
as  heretofore,  Therefore  fully  to  fatiate  their 
vengeance,  they  procured  eight  or  nine  of  the 
molt  determined  of  the  rapparees,  to  lie  in  am- 
bufh  between  Mountmelick,  where  he  dwelt 
after  his  houfe  was  burned,  and  Rofenallis  his 
former  refidence,  where  his  land  lay,  with  a  full 
determination  to  murder  him.  To  draw  him  into 
the  fnare,  two  of  his  neighbours  came  to  him, 
difguiling  their  villainy  under  the  malk  of  friend- 
fhip,  and  endeavouring  to  make  his  chriftian 
difpofition  to  ferve  them  the  inftrument  of  his 
own  deftruction  ;  fawningly  requeuing  him  to 
go  to  Rofenallis  to  fpeak  to  the  officers  of  the 
garrifon  to  be  favourable  to  the  inhabitants  there, 
as  they  centered  their  hopes  of  being  well-treated 
in  his  friendly  interpofition.  But  it  was  provi¬ 
dentially  ordered  that  he  did  not  go  that  day. 

Two  days  after  they  came  again  with  the  fame 
pretence ;  and  now  added  that  the  foldiers  were 
pulling  down  his  out-houfes,  which  had  efcaped 
the  flames,  when  his  houfe  was  burned.  They 
ufed  many  arguments,  under  the  treacherous 
veil  of  kindnefs  and  friendlhip,  to  perfuade  him 
to  go,  but  he  writes,  “  1  was  retrained  by  a 
“  fecret  hand,  that  knew  their  evil  defign,  and 
“  would  not  fuller  me  to  fall  into  their-  fnare/’ 

The  very  next  morning,  one  James  Dobfon 
with  his  fon  and  coufin  palling  that  way,  thefe 
rapparees  fhot  the  fon  dead  in  the  place,  and 
took  the  other  two  into  the  woods,  and  there  bar- 
baroufly  murdered  them.  Upon  which  they  fled ; 
and  that  night  the  popith  inhabitants  of  this 
Vol.  III.  T  quarter 
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c  k  a  p.  quarter,  confcious  of  the  part  they  had  a<fled, 

. _ ^  and  fearing  the  pur.ifhment  due  to  their  crimes, 

,(5 co  fled  alfo  to  the  rappare'es  for  [rrotediion. 

Frier.d?  Many  other  friends,  in  common  with  every 
babKztions,  denomination  of  proteftants,  vere  expofed  to  the 
bener!airs  *0^es>  Fer^!S  and  perfidy,  in  this  calamitous 
flcelogir-  time.  Others,  who  had  (laid,  generally  took  re¬ 
fuge  in  the  garrifoned  places  for  their  fecurity ; 
but  friends  kept  their  places  and  habitations,  till 
they  were  driven  therefrom  by  violence,  placing 
their  faith  and  confidence  in  divine  protedion, 
which,  although  permitting  many  of  them  to  be 
tried  with  the  lofs  of  their  iubftar.ee,  miraculoufly 
preferved  their  lives ;  fo  that  we  have  no  account 
of  more  than  four  that  fell  by  the  hands  of  vio¬ 
lence,  and  two  cf  thefe  forwardly  expofed  them- 
felves  to  danger. 

Befides  the  other  trying  calamities  attendant 
upon  war,  at  the  return  of  the  army  to  winter 
quarters,  a  mortal  diftemper  overfpread  the 
country,  which  took  off  many  of  the  inhabitants 
of  every  clafs  and  denomination.  A'lany  alfo 
who  had  been  driven  from  their  houfes,  and  loft 
raefl  or  all  cf  their  fubltance,  repining  at  this 
ieverfe  of  their  circumllances,  languifhed  in  bor¬ 
row  till  they  died:  which  friends  were  greatly 
fupported  over,  in  lefignation  to  the  divine  will, 
and  quiet  fubmifnon  to  the  government  of  the 
fovereign  ruler  of  the  univerfe,  who  not  only 
giveth,  but  alfo  taketh  away. 

This  year  George  Gregfon  of  Lifregarvy  (now 
Geo.Greg-Lifburn)in  the  county  cf  Antrim,  departed  this 
nc^VvyT"  life.  He  was  born  in  Lancafhire,  and  educated 
in  the  pepifh  perfuafion ;  but  was  converted  to 
the  profc-fficn  of  the  principles  cf  the  people 
called  Quakers, and  was  faithful  to  the  principle 
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he  profeffed.  His  converiion  raifed  him  many  chap. 
enemies,  and  much  averfion  and  envy  amongft  IV- 
thofe  whofe  communion  he  had  deferted,  who 
propagated  many  falfe  and  malicious  reports  con-  1  ^ 
cerning  him,  which  he  bore  with  patience;  and 
perfevered  with  unfhaken  fortitude  in  the  Ready 
purfuit  of  peace  of  mind,  whereby  growing  in 
religious  expejience,  he  received  a  gift  in  the 
miniftry.  His  nrinifterial  labours  were  effectually 
conducive  to  the  converting  of  many  from  the 
evil  of  their  ways,  and  opening  their  under- 
handings  to  difcover  the  way  of  life  and  Salva¬ 
tion,  being  favoured  with  good  natural  parts, 
and  a  clear  and  agreeable  manner  of  delivery  in 
the  exprelhon  of  his  fentiments  on  religious  Sub¬ 
jects.  Great  was  his  concern  for  the  offspring 
of  friends,  and  thofe  newly  convinced,  that  they 
might  not  red  contented  in  a  profeffion  of  truth, 
received  by  education  or  tradition;  or  in  the 
comprehenfion  thereof  in  their  underftandings ; 
but  that  they  might  be  excited  to  prefs  after  the 
experience  of  the  waffling  of  regeneration,  and 
be  renewed  in  their  minds  thereby.  He  tra¬ 
velled  in  the  exercife  of  his  gift  in  Ireland  and 
divers  parts  of  England,  and  w'as  a  fufferer  for 
his  religious  perfuafion,  both  by  imprifonment 
and  fpoil  of  goods.  He  retained  his  love  to  God 
and  his  brethren  to  the  laft  period  of  his  life  ; 
and  at  his  death  left  a  conffderable  part  of  his 
fubftance  to  feveral  meetings  in  Ireland,  and  to 
friends  in  Lancafhire. 

In  this  year  alio  the  community  at  large,  and  Account  <f 
friends  of  Ireland  more  particularly,  fuldained  a  ^  lifj  ■  rrha- 
lofs  in  the  removal  of  John  Burnyeat  of  Dub- aniV;., "Se¬ 
lin;  whofe  travels  and  religious  labours  amongft  ,[*r !'  Kn 
his  friends  and  others  have  been  recited  in  va-  ^ 
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c  h  a  p.  rious  part?  of  this  work.  He  was  born  in  Cum- 

v _ berland,  of  parents  of  good  repute,  who  gave 

l6oo  him  a  good  education,  fuited  to  his  circumftances 
and  line  of  life.  He  was  religioufly  inclined 
from  his  youth,  delighted  in  reading  the  fcrip- 
tures,  and  endeavoured  from  them  to  imbibe 
thofe  virtues  and  practices  that  conduce  to  folid 
peace  of  mind.  His  folicitude  to  attain  this  im¬ 
portant  acquilltion  alfo  led  him  to  enquire  after, 
and  apply  to  thofe  teachers,  who  bore  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  men  of  religious  experience,  for  di¬ 
rection  and  initruCtion  in  the  way  to  true  peace ; 
but  met  not  with  that  fatisfaCtory  intelligence, 
whereby  he  could  obtain  the  delire  of  his  foul, 
being  more  built  up  in  the  fafhionable  fpecula- 
tions  of  the  age  about  religion,  than  inltruCted 
in  the  internal  work,  whereby  the  heart  is  pu¬ 
rified  and  changed.  When  George  Fox  came 
into  the  parts  where  he  refided,  he  with  many 
others  were  recommended  to  an  inffruiftor  near 
at  hand,  the  true  light  that  enlighteneth  every 
man  that  cometh  into  the  world.  John  Burn- 
yeat  was  convinced  by  his  doCtrine  in  the  year 
1653.  And  by  turning  the  attention  of  his 
mind  to  the  inftruCtion  of  this  internal  monitor, 
and  the  difcovery  of  this  true  light,  he  clearly 
perceived  the  emptinefs  of  his  former  high  pro- 
fellion,  and  the  danger  and  hazard  of  depending 
upon  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  whilft 
he  lived  in  lin  (a  notion  greatly  prevailing 
amongft  many  high  profelfors  in  thofe  days)  for 
he  was  now  convinced  that  the  guilt  remained, 
while  the  body  of  death,  leading  by  its  power 
into  aCtual  (in,  remained.  Seeing  the  necehity 
of  regeneration  and  holinefs,  he  endured  many 
deeply  exerciling  conflicts  with  the  corruption 
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and  infirmities  of  his  heart,  till  in  the  due  time,c  h  a  p. 

by  the  abidance  of  divine  grace,  victory  over ,  _ , 

them  was  obtained  ;  and  fan<ffification  in  a  good  1690. 
meafure  perfected  in  him. 

Being  thus  properly  prepared  for  the  reception 
of  the  gifts  of  the  fpirit,  he  was  foon  called  to  mmiftry. 
the  work  of  the  minidry ;  in  the  difcharge 
whereof  he  was  not  flothfal  in  bufinefs;  but 
fervent  in  fpirit,  ferving  the  Lord,  both  in  his 
native  country,  and  in  many  foreign  regions, 
where  his  friends  were  lettled,  to  the  convincing 
of  many,  of  the  truth  which  he  publifned,  and 
the  confirmation  and  edablifhment  of  many  in 
the  way  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace,  as  hath  been 
varioully  related  in  the  courfe  of  this  w'ork. 

Amongd  his  cotemporaries  he  was  greatly,  be-  H!s  cl>arac- 
loved,  and  highly  edeemed  for  his  many  excel¬ 
lent  qualities  and  fervices  amongd  them,  from 
whom  we  have  received  the  following  chara<ter 
of  him  as  a  minider,  a  chridian  and  a  man. 

His  depth  in  religious  experience,  through  the 
effectual  work  of  fanctification,  and  difcovery 
of  the  mydery  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
through  the  illumination  of  the  fpirit  of  truth, 
qualified  him,  like  the  good  houfeholder  in  the 
gofpel,  to  bring  out  of  his  treafury  things  new 
and  old,  for  the  edification  of  thofe  to  whom 
he  minidered.  He  was  far  from  being  rafli  with 
his  mouth,  or  hady  to  utter  any  thing  before 
God  ;  frequently  waiting  a  confiderable  time  in 
awful  filence  and  diligent  attention  of  mind,  for 
the  renewed  feeling  of  the  word,  which  is  quick 
and  powerful,  to  animate  his  doctrine  with  the 
frefh  favour  of  life  before  he  dood  up  tq  minif- 
ter,  in  order  that  his  minidry  (delivered  with  a 
natural  unaffected  eloquence,  in  the  demondra- 
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chap,  tion  of  the  fpirit,  and  not  in  the  oidnefs  of  the 

( _ ^v-  letter)  might  be  effectual  to  reach  the  divine  wit- 

~  nefs  in  the  confciences  of  his  auditorv. 

Through  this  reverent  attention,  he  was  en¬ 
dowed  with  fkill  to  divide  the  word  aright,  and 
adminider  confolation  to  the  fincere  and  difcon- 
folate  believers  ;  encouragement  to  the  diffident : 
indruclion  to  the  young  and  inexperienced;  and 
reproof  to  the  infincere  members,  who  didurbed 
the  peace  of  the  church  by  a  fpirit  of  contention, 
or  difhonoured  its  character  by  licentious  man¬ 
ners,  inconfident  with  the  purity  of  its  prin¬ 
ciples. 

He  confirmed  his  minidry  by  his  example, 
his  converfation  being  adorned  with  the  chrif- 
tian  virtues  of  humility,  charity,  meeknefs,  pa¬ 
tience,  gravity  and  temperance,  in  a  confpicuous 
degree;  his  natural  temper  was  kind  and  bene¬ 
volent;  his  conditution  hardy,  his  refolution  un¬ 
daunted  and  perfevering,  in  the  difcharge  of  ma- 
nifeft  duty,  which  was  put  repeatedly  to  the 
trial,  by  his  fnaring  in  perfecution  in  common 


with  his  brethren  of  thafage. 


His 
ionmeius, 


impri-  His  fir  ft  imprifonment  was  in  Carlifle  in  1655, 
at  the  indigation  of  one  Denton ,  prieff  of  Brig¬ 
ham  in  Cumberland,  who  promulgating  in  his 
ift.  atcar- fermon  many  falfe  charges,  bitter  invedtives  and 
groundlefs  calumnies  againft  the  people  called 
Quakers  in  John’s  hearing,  after  he  had  finifhed 
it,  John  fpake  to  him  what  was  in  his  mind;  to 
which  the  pried  made  little  anfwer;  but  after 
his  hearers  had  rudely  affaulted  him  with  their 
bibles  and  daves,  till  he  was  fore  with  bruifes  to 
a  degree  which  affected  him  for  fome  time,  the 
pried  commanded  the  condable  to  fecure  him, 
and  a  friend,  who  accompanied  him,  and  next 

day 


PEOPLE  called  QU  A  K  E  R  S. 


29S 


day  had  them  before  Launcelot  Fletcher,  VvIiochap. 
committed  them  to  the  county  jail  where  John  1Vl 
was  detained  twenty-three  weeks.  He  was  next 
imprifoned  at  Rippon  in  Yorkfhire  in  1662. 

Coming  in  the  courfe  of  his  religious  travels  2tli  at  Rip. 
to  this  town,  and  underftanding  that  many  of  Pon- 
his  friends  of  that  place  were  in  prifon  for  meet¬ 
ing  together  to  worfhip  God,  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  pay  them  a  brotherly  vifit ;  and  for  utter¬ 
ing  fome  words  of  exhortation  ar.d  encourage¬ 
ment  to  them,  the  jailer  took  him  before  the 
mayor,  who  had  in  company  with  him  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  diocefe  and  feveral  aldermen.  The 
chancellor  rook  upon  him  the  office  of  chief  ma- 
,  giftrate  in  examining  him,  and  fought  to  en- 
fnare  him  in  his  words,  that  he  might  extort  an 
occafion  to  commit  him  to  prifon ;  but  when  he 
could  not  get  the  advantage  at  which  he  aimed 
by  thefe  means,  he  grew  angry,  and,  in  order  to 
attain  his  ends,  was  forced  to  refort  to  the  ufual 
fnare,  by  caufing  the  oaths  to  be  tendered  to 
him,  and  upon  his  declining  to  fwear,  he  was 
committed  to  prifon  with  his  friends,  who  were 
twenty-four  in  number.  Some  time  after  the 
magilf rates  afi'embling  in  a  bowling  green,  con¬ 
tiguous  to  the  prifon,  for  the  diverfion  of  bowls, 
during  the  time  of  the  meeting  for  worfhip, 
which  the  prifoners  kept  up  daily,  they  overheard 
John  Burnyeat  concerned  in  exhortation  or 
prayer,  and  being  provoked  thereat,  they  com¬ 
manded  him  to  be  put  down  into  the  dungeon, 
a  place  without  light  or  air,  where  he  was  de¬ 
tained  af  this  time  two  days  and  two  nights: 

But  dill,  when  releafed  from  his  dil'mal  cell, 
feeling  the  impulfe  of  duty  at  times  to  exercile 
his  minilfry  for  the  edification  of  his  friends  in 
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prifon,  to  releafe  themfelves  from  the  mortifica¬ 
tion  of  hearing  his  preaching,  they  releafed  him, 
and  fent  him  away,  after  fourteen  weeks  caufc- 
lefs  imprifonment.  In  1670,  upon  the  new 
conventicle  aft  coming  in  force,  he  was  fined 
3d,  inNew-  20I.  for  preaching  at  Devonfhire  noufe,  London, 
don ’ Lof<~  bY  Sir  Samuel  Starling,  mayor,  and  about  two 
weeks  after,  committed  to  new  gate  by  the  fame 
magidrate  for  the  fame  caufe.  Again  being  in¬ 
formed  againft  for  preaching  at  Machynlleth  in 
Montgomeryfhire,  his  mare,  faddle  and  bridle, 
value  81.  were  taken  from  him,  and  he  left  to 
travel  on  foot.  But  the  informers  were  difap- 
pointed  of  the  bed  part  of  their  fpoil,  for  the 
mare  died  in  the  poffeflion  of  thofe  who  took 
her  about  an  hour  after. 

We  have  feen  that  he  devoted  the  prime  of 
his  life  to  the  fervice  of  his  Maker,  and  pro¬ 
moting  righteoufnefs  in  divers  parts  of  the  earth 
being  engaged  verv  much  in  travelling  in  the  ex- 
Mamesand  ercife  of  his  gift  till  pad  the  date, of  middle  age, 
Dubiinin  when  (in  1  ^83)  he  married  and  fettled  in  Dub¬ 
lin,  in  which  city,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  Ire¬ 
land,  by  his  deady,  circumfpeft  and  exemplary 
conduft,  and  his  powerful  minidry,  he  was  a 
very  ferviceable  member  of  religious  focietv,  and 
obtained  a  great  place  in  the  affeftion  and  edeem 
cf  his  friends  and  neighbours  here,  as  he  had 
done  before  in  his  native  country. 

After  his  fettling  in  Dublin  his  travels  and  fer¬ 
vice  were  modly  confined  to  the  different  parts 
of  Ireland,  only  in  the  year  after  his  marriage 
(16S4)  he  viffted  Scotland  and 
counties  of  England.  In  the  year 
cued,  and  after  her  death  he  had  an 


the  northern 
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native  country  ;  but  the  profpeft  of  approaching c 
war,  and  its  concomitant  evils,  which  terrified^ 
numbers  of  the  proteftant  inhabitants  to  flea  to 
England,  had  the  contrary  effeCt  upon  him  ;  for 
when  the  face  of  affairs  began  to  look  difmal  and 
menacing,  he  felt  no  liberty  to  purfue  his  inten¬ 
tion;  but  found  it  his  place  to  flay  and  take  a 
lhare  in  the  fufferings  which  might  be  permitted 
to  befal  his  friends,  amongft  whom  he  was  very 
ferviceable  in  flrengthening  and  comforting  them 
under  their  fevere  afflictions  in  thefe  perilous  and 
calamitous  times.  Twice,  for  this  purpofe,  during 
the  time  of  the  war,  he  vilited  the  meetings  of 
friends  in  the  provinces  of  Leinfter  and  Munfter, 
where  he  had  large  meetings;  for  in  many  places 
the  teachers  of  other  denominations  had  fled  and 
left  their  flocks.  As  foon  as  the  way  was  open, 
he  paid  a  like  vifit  to  friends  in  the  province  of 
Ulfler,  amongft  whom  he  had  acceptable  fervice, 
and  was  greatly  comforted  in  finding  them  in  a 
ftate  of  patient  acquiefcence  under  their  fuffer- 
ings. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  this  northern  jour¬ 
ney  he  went  to  the  province  meeting  at  Rofen- 
allis,  and  whether  it  was  at  this  or  fome  other 
in  this  year,  that  he  delivered  the  following  pro¬ 
phetic  warning,  is  not  clear,  but  it  is  recorded 
of  him,  that  at  a  province  meeting  in  1690,  he 
declared  to  his  friends,  “It  is  now  a  time  of 
“  great  trial  upon  you  in  lofing  all  your  fub- 
“  fiance ;  but  the  time  will  come  when  you 
“  will  be  as  greatly  tried  with  getting  wealth,” 
which  was  foon  accomplished.  From  Rofenallis 
he  proceeded  to  Mountrath,  Ballinakill  and 
the  monthly  meeting  at  New  Garden,  and  from 
thence  went  home  with  John  Watfon,  where  he 
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chap,  fell  ill  of  a  fever,  which  in  .twelve  days  put  a  pe- 
1V-  riod  to  his  life.  During  his  illnefs  he  was  pre- 
ferved  clear  in  his  underftanding,  and  in  a  fine 
frame  of  fpint,  being  born  up  over  the  fear  of 
death  by  the  teftimony  of  a  good  confidence,  in 
the  lolacing  review  of  the  integrity  and  virtue  of 
his  paft  life.  Exprefling  his  lively  hope,  “  That 
“  he  ever  loved  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  loved 
“  him  from  his  youth,  and  that  he  now  felt  his 
“  love/'’  He  was  fenfible  to  the  laft,  and  fo  laid 
down  his  head  in  peace  w  ith  God,  in  love  to  his 
brethren  and  good  will  to  all  mankind,  in  the 
fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  at 
New7  Garden ;  his  funeral  v  as  attended  by  many 
friends  and  others,  upon  w  hich  occafion  William 
Edmundfon  bore  a  lively  and  affeding  teftimony 
in  commemoration  of  his  eminent  and  faithful 
fervices. 

i6qi  The  campaign  of  1691  put  the  finifhing  ftroke 
An  end  of  to  the  wars  and  the  troubles  in  Ireland.  King 
the  war.  William  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign  re¬ 
turned  to  England,  and  General  Ginkle  being 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  army,  took 
Atnlone,  gave  the  Irifh  army  a  total  defeat  at 
Aughrim;  and  took  the  city  of  Limerick,  which 
capitulated  upon  articles,  whereby  the  war  was 
brought  to  a  termination,  and  the  peace  of  the 
nation  reftored. 

The  people  called  Quakers,  upon  the  reftora- 
tion  of  peace,  through  the  recolledion  of  the 
precarious  tenure  they  had  of  their  fecular  pof- 
fe (lions,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  were, 
as  yet,  fo  loofened  in  their  attachment  thereto, 
and  the  fympathetic  benevolence  of  their  hearts 
to  each  other  fo  increafed,  that  thofe,  who  had 

fomething 
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fomething  left,  were  very  ready  to  communicate 
to  their  indigent  friends. 

Thofe  who  had  been  driven  from  their  habi¬ 
tations  generally  returned  to  re-polfefs  them ; 
and  the  fucceeding  national  meeting  took  care 
that  in  every  quarter,  friends  fhould  be  fupplied 
for  the  prefent  with  fuch  neceflaries  as  the  time 
and  their  abilities  could  afford;  and  that  in  re¬ 
fettling,  a  competent  number  might  fettle  near 
together,  fo  as  conveniently  to  conftitute  a  meet¬ 
ing  for  divine  worfhip,  for  their  mutual  edifica¬ 
tion,  and  the  reciprocal  benefit  of  themfelves 
and  their  families. 

And  it  is  remarkable,  that  through  the  w  hole 
of  this  feafon  of  danger  and  tumult,  they  kept 
up  their  meetings  for  worihip  and  difcipline 
in  their  accuftomed  manner  without  much  inter¬ 
ruption  or  difturbance  from  either  party;  al¬ 
though,  as  before  remarked,  they  often  went  to 
diifant  meetings  through  great  perils,  by  reafon 
of  the  rapparees,  who  in  many  places  befet  the 
roads  in  ambufli  to  rob  and  murder  the  palfen- 
gers  on  their  way;  but  they  reforting  to  their 
meetings  in  faith,  and  under  perfuafion  of  duty, 
were  mercifully  preferved,  and  their  fidelity  re¬ 
warded  with  inward  confolation,  peace  of  mind, 
and  an  increafe  of  fpiritual  ftrength  :  And  they 
gained  ground  in  religious  experience,  in  the 
number  of  their  members  and  in  the  public 
efteem,  through  their  innocent,  fteadfalt  and  10- 
ber  deportment  in  the  fear  of  God. 
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AMERICA. 


Meeting-houfe  built  in  Philadelphia . — Death  and 
Char  abler  of  Robert  and  Jane  Owen. —  Ditto 
of  John  Skein. —  Tearly  Meeting  to  beheld  al¬ 
ternately  at  Burlington  and  Philadelphia. — Care 
to  prevent  flrong  Liquors  being  fold  to  the  In - 
dians ,  and  M‘ans  ufed  for  their  Inftruflion. — 
Emigration  from  Holland  and  Germany. — Life 
and  Char  abler  of  Chriftopher  Taylor. — T wo  Let¬ 
ters  from  William  Penn  to  the  Colony. 


CHAP.  In  this  year  friends  of  the  quarterly  meeting 
of  Philadelphia  put  in  execution  the  defign, 
1684.  which  they  had  a  confiderable  time  in  contem- 
Meeting-  plation,  of  building  a  meeting-houfe  in  the  city. 

Phiiadd-  At  a  quarterly  meeting  held  in  the  fixth  month 
phia.  this  year5  ^  was  concluded  to  have  one  built  in  the 
center,  between  the  two  rivers  bounding  the  city, 
of  brick,  fifty  feet  by  thirty-fix  in  dimenfion, 
which  being  in  due  time  completed,  the  meetings 
were  held  there,  ti'l  the  bank  meeting-houfe  was 
built :  The  next  year  friends  of  Burlington 
alfo  built  a  large  commodious  meeting-houfef. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  Philadelphia  was 
now7  compofed  of  the  following  particular  meet¬ 
ings  and  bodies  of  friends,  viz.  Tacony  (or  Ox¬ 
ford) 
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ford)  Poctquefing,  the  Welch  friends,  and  thofec  HyA  p- 
contiguous  to  the  city  on  the  other  fide  of  Schuyl- 
kil,  with  the  meeting  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  a  1684. 
few  years  the  friends  of  Plymouth,  Byberry,  and 
Dublin  or  Abington,  joined  them. 

This  year  James  Martyn  from  Eaft  Adfon  in 
Middlefex  eroded  the  feas  on  a  religious  vifit  to 
the  continent  of  America,  where  he  fpent  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  two  years;  palling  through  the 
meetings  of  his  friends  in  Penfylvania  and  other 
parts  of  that  continent :  And  being  a  man  of 
worth  and  innocency,  whofe  converfation  adorn¬ 
ed  the  gofpel,  which  he  preached  faithfully,  his 
zealous  and  diligent  labours  amonglt  them  were 
edifying,  ferviceable  and  acceptable  to  his  friends 
in  thofe  parts  *. 

In  the  year  16S5,  an  honourable  ancient  couple  l68, 
of  diftinfUon  amongll:  the  Welch  colonifls  were  Death  and 
removed  by  death  lhortly  after  their  arrival  in  Rh0ab^earndf 
America  viz.  Robert  Owen,  late  of  Doleyfevre  Jane  o«n. 
near  Dolgelly  in  Merionethfhire,  and  Jane  his 
wife,  whofe  character,  two  of  their  countrymen, 

John  Humphrey  and  Rowland  Ellis,  who  knew 
them  well,  both  before  and  afeer  they  removed 
to  America,  have  left  us  upon  record,  in  tetfimo- 
ny  of  their  worth,  from  whence  the  following 
abflracft  is  drawn. 

The  were  both  well  defeended  from  families 
of  the  rank  of  gentry  (as  they  are  ufually  termed). 

'I  he  faid  Robert  inherited  from  his  father  a  com¬ 
petent  effate,  and  received  a  liberal  education, 
luitable  to  his  rank  in  life.  Being  blefled  with  a 
good  genius  and  quick  apprehenfion,  his  profici¬ 
ency  in  literature,  and  his  intelletffual  abilities, 

placed 
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chap,  placed  him  in  eminency  amongft  his  neighbours 
.  N  ‘  of  the  fame  rank.  After  the  expiration  of  the 
1685.  protectorate,  he  received  a  commiflion  of  captain 
of  militia  and  governor  of  Beaumorris,  under  tire 
.ST  committee  of  fafety,-  which  he  held  to  the  time 
and  gover-  of  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  and  dif- 
m'o rri^cai-* c h a f ge d  his  functions  with  fidelity.  But  the  fo- 
de-  lidity  of  his  underftanding,  illuminated  by  divine 
grace,  made  him  clearly  perceive  that  real  and 
durable  happinefs  was  not  founded  in  the  eftima- 
tion  of  men,  or  worldly  honour  or  preferments, 
but  in  fomething  more  fubftantial ;  from  which 
confideration  he  had  long  devoted  the  attention 
of  his  mind  to  religious  refearches,  and  by  the 
fincer.ity  of  his  heart  and  the  influence  of  the 
light  he  was  favoured  with,  w  as  endued  w  ith  pe¬ 
netration  to  diftinguifh  between  the  precicesand 
the  vile,  between  pure  religion  and  the  appear¬ 
ance  thereof;  and  being  difpofed  to  part  with  all 
(like  the  wife  merchant-man  in  the  gofpel)  to 
poiTefs  himfeif  of  the  precious  pearl,  pure  religion, 
and  the  peace  of  mind  refulting  therefrom, 
his  refearches  terminated'  in  joining  in  fociety 
with  the  people  called  Quakers,  from  which  he  was 
net  deterred  by  the  profpecfl:  of  fharing  with  them 
in  perfecution  and  reproach.  It  appears  to 
have  been  about  the  time  of  the  refloration  that 
he  fully  joined  this  body  of  people,  although  I 
apprehend,  as  far  as  I  can  gather  from  the 
above  cited  teftimonies,  that  he  was  partly  con¬ 
vinced  before.  But  now  the  change  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  of  the  national  worfliip,  introducing 
party  altercations  and  ftruggles  for  power  and 
pre-eminence,  and  amongft:  many  of  the  eccle'i- 
altics  an  offenfive  verfatility  of  profeflion,  to  fe- 
cure  the  revenues  of  the  livings  they  poflefled, 
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in  fome;  and  in  the  reft,  on  one  fide  an  avarici-  chap. 
ous  engrofting  of  the  emoluments  of  the  church  v- 
(fo  called)  to  themfelves;  on  the  other  the  regret  T6s"^ 
at  loftng  them,  feemed  to  manifeft  more  of  a  foi- 
1  it  of  covetoufnefs  than  of  chriftianity  prevailing 
amongft  them  in  too  general  a  way.  This  offen- 
five  conduct  was  an  occafion  of  ftumbling  to  ma¬ 
ny  of  their  hearers,  who  were  fincere  in  religious 
enquiries,  and  of  looking  forward  to  a  people,  who 
were  more  difinterefted  and  exempt  from  fuch 
ftruggles,  and  was  the  means  of  encreafing  the 
numbers  of  this  fociety,  by  the  addition  of  many 
valuable  members.  Amongft  them,  I  apprehend,  He  is  impri- 
was  Robert  Owen,  who  upon  this  revolution  in  ReitoraUoa 
th^ftate,  was  with  many  others  committed  to 
prifon,  not  indeed  as  a  Quaker,  but  for  accepting 
a  commifllon  under  the  former  government;  and 
although  he  cleared  himfelf  of  adring  under  the 
fame,  only  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  his 
fuperiors,  yet  «the  oppofite  party,  in  the  exultati¬ 
on  and  intemperate  w  armth  of  party  zeal,  exerted 
themfelves  to  efteift:  his  ruin  in  body  and  eftate. 

Others  imprifoned  on  the  like  account  obtained 
their  liberty  by  the  act  of  oblivion,  pafted  fome  time 
after,  upon  their  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  fupremacy,  which  our  faid  friend  at  this  time 
could  not  do,  being  in  confcience  perfuaded 
of  the  unlawfulnefs  of  an  oath;  and  chofe 
rather  to  fufter  adverllty,  than  wound  the  peace 
of  his  own  mind.  He  therefore  fuftered  five 
years  clofe  imprifonment  in  the  town  of  Dolgelly, 
about  a  mile  from  his  own  houfe,  whither  he  was 
not  permitted  to  go  during  that  time.  At  la  ft  his 
principal  profecutor  was  vifited  with  a  fit  of  fick- 
nefs,  under  which  the  remorfe  of  his  confcience 
w  as  fuch  that  he  could  enjoy  neither  reft  nor  eafe 

until 
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chap,  until  he  fent  a  fpecial  meflcr.ger  to  releafe 


His  wife,  Jane  Owen,  was  alfo  honourably  de- 
fcended,  her  father  being  in  the  office  of  juflice 
of  peace,  and  a  man  for  integrity  confpicuous 
above  mofi  of  his  rank.  His  faid  daughter  was 
a  woman  whofe  natural  good  underdanding  was 
improved  by  a  religious  turn  of  mind;  fhe  was 
of  a  grave  and  folid  deportment ;  adorned  w  ith 
a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit;  in  her  profperity  humble- 
minded  ;  in  adverlity  patient ;  a  fympathizing 
helpmeet  and  encourager  to  her  hufband  in  all 
his  trials;  he  being  a  repeated  fufferer  for  his 
religion,  by  imprifonment  and  lofs  of  fubltance. 
They  freely  opened  their  houfe  for  the  recepjjon 
of  the  meetings  of  their  friends,  through  the  hot¬ 
ted  times  of  perfecution,  w  hereby  they  w  ere  fre¬ 
quently  expofed  to  fufferings  and  fpoil.  As  they 
had  a  large  family,  fire  being  the  mother  of  nine 
Tons,  her  relations,  perfons  of  eminence  and  in¬ 
fluence  in  that  country,  but  not  Walking  by  faith, 
as  they  did,  were  often  folicitoufly  engaged  to 
plead  with  her  hufband  to' pity  his  children,  and 
lave  his  edate;  but  fhe,  on  the  contrary,  found 
it  her  place  to  encourage  him  to  fidelity  to  his 
duty,  and  not  to  violate  his  confidence  for  fear 
of  differing,  in  which,  when  it  fell  to  his  fihare, 
fhe  tenderly  fympat'nized,  and  with  firmnefs  and 
courage  bore  her  part  therein. 

They  were  remarkable  for  their  hofpitality, 
their  houfe  and  hearts  being  open  to  all  honed: 
friends  and  other  lober  people.  Being  very  fer- 
viceable  members  of  religious  and  civil  foci- 
etv,  they  were  greatly  loved  and  refpeded  in 
their  native  country.  From  whence  after  they 
had  borne  their  fhare  of  differing  in  the  heat  of 


the 
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the  perfecucion,  and  had  ipent  a  length  of  years0  HyA  p* 
together  in  near  affeiRion,  they  removed  in  their 
old  age  to  Penfvlvania  in  the  year  1684,  and  16S5. 
there  laid  down  the  body  in  peace,  and  were  bu¬ 
ried  within  a  few  days  of  each  other  in  the  fifth 
month  1685. 

About  this  time  died  John  Skein,  formerly  of  Demand  ^ 
Aberdeen  in  Scotland,  his  native  country,  wherejXn  skdn. 
he  was  marked  out  as  a  principal  member  of  this 
fociety,  by  the  excefs  of  injury,  depredation  and 
perfecution  to  which  he  was  expofed  there*. 

About  1678  he  removed  to  America,  and  fet¬ 
tled  in  Well:  Jerfey,  of  which  (being  a  man  of 
good  abilities,  natural  and  acquired)  he  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  Ration  of  governor,  which  he  fill¬ 
ed  with  reputation  and  integrity  near  two  years. 

And  it  is  a  remarkable  infiance  of  the  folidity  of 
the  religion  of  thefe  early  profelfors  of  the  truth, 
that  neither  the  frowns  of  power,  nor  the  pof- 
fefifion  thereof,  were  able  to  ihake  their  confiancy 
and  fteadfaft  adherence  to  redlitude  and  religi¬ 
ous  confiderations,  which  in  their  profperity  as 
well  as  adveriity  were  the  ruling  principles  in 
them,  whereby  they  were  fupported  to  bear  buf¬ 
ferings  with  patience  and  fortitude,  and  profper- 
ous  circumfiances  with  humility  and  fear. 

By  thefe  princ  pies  John  Skein,  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  power,  was  infirufted  to  ufe  it  for  the 
fervice  of  the  people,  over  whom  he  was  placed 
in  government,  not  in  mere  profefiion  (as  too 
cultomary)  but  in  truth  and  reality,  as  a  religi¬ 
ous  duty.  And  while  he  was  employing  his  ta¬ 
lents  in  the  fervice  ot  government,  and  difcharging 
his  trufi  with  fidelity  in  his  Ration,  as  a  member 
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c  h^a  p.  0f  <qv;i  fociety,  he  did  not  look  upon  it  as  be- 

v _ v _ ^nekth  him,  but  efteemed  it  his  indifpenlible  duty, 

1685.  to  till  up  his  place  alio  in  religious  fociety  among 
friends,  both  by  his  exemplary  conduct-,  and  his 
edifying  miniftry. 

The  general  yearly  meeting  which  for  the  patl 
four  years  fuccellively  had  been  held  at  Burling¬ 
ton  ;  at  a  meeting  in  1683,  had  been  agreed  upon 
to  be  held  alternately  at  Burlingron  and  Phila- 
Yeariy  ae’phia  *.  In  confequence  of  this  agreement, 
meetingcf-  t}ie  yearly  meeting  in  the  latter  place  began 
teheidai-  on  the  fifteenth  ot  the  ieventh  month  this  year. 
Burlington  Many  friends  from  Eaft  and  Well  Jerfey  expref- 
and  phik-  fed  their  unity  and  fatisfacfion  in  the  prefent 
deiph'a.  0f  one  yearly  meeting  for  the  three 

provinces.  Amongft  other  fubjetfrs  of  delibera¬ 
tion,  the  concerting  of  fome  additional  meafures 
ceVn  i0Cpre-f°r  preventing  all  perfons,  who  went  under  the 
undeany  ■  i:iaine  Quakers,  from  being  in  any  manner 
n "mT to  kP concerned  in  felling  Rum  to  the  Indians,  parti- 
rum  to  the  cu]ar]y  engaged  their  attention.'  This  fubjed 
Indians.  att;ra(qec]  t}ie  very  early  and  earned  care  of  the 
hi  if  fettlers  of  this  fociety  in  both  provinces, 
from  the  clear  fenfe  they  had  of  the  f  iniquity 
and  bad  confequence  of  this  traffic. 

Inllead 


*  This  yearly  meeting  was  firft  intended  to  confift  of  friends 
northward,  as  far  as  New  England,  and  fouthvrard  as  tar  as 
Carolina  :  Maryland  sent  reprefentatives  for  fome  time.  But 
the  diftar.ee  of  their  habitations  rendering  it  inconvenient  for 
friends  of  the  remoter  colonies  to  give  their  attendance,  the 
yearly  meeting  was  commuted  of  the  friends  ofNewJerley  and 
Penfylvania  only,  and  fo  continued  fevera!  years;  but  now  a 
confiderable  numb  r  o  triends  retiding  in  theweftern  partcot 
Virginia  and  Maryland  belong  to  this  yearly  mee  ing,  which 
fince  the  year  1760  hath  been  held  annually  at  Philadelphia, 
•f-  I  he  bad  confequence  and  iniquity  of  this  traffick,  is  clear- 
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InfEad  of  endeavours  to  take  advantage  of  the  c 
weaknefs  of  the  natives  by  making  ungodly  ., 
gain  in  a  commerce  fo  injurious  to  their  temper 
and  their  morals;  thefe  friends  and  their  Euro¬ 
pean  brethren  who  vilited  them,  exerted  their 
endeavours  to  cultivate  amity  and  a  friendly 
correfpondence  with  the  native  Indians,  in  or¬ 
der  by  kind  treatment,  fair  dealing,  and  good 
conduit,  to  gain  their  efteem  and  good  opinion, 
thereby  to  open  themfelves  a  way  to  be  more 
efientially  ferviceable  to  them,  in  bringing  them 

U  2  to 

ly  fet  forth  in  a  pamphlet  publifhed  in  Philadelphia,  entitled 
Some  Objervations  on  the  Indian  Natives  of  this  Continent. 

Much  oF  the;r  blameabie  conduft,  now  complained  of,  is 
certainly  imputable  to  a  long  continued  train  of  fraudulent 
and  corrupt  practices  in  otir  intercourse  with  them,  efpecially 
the  fatal  introduction  of  ftrong  drink,  of  which  they  have 
often  complained",  and  defired  it  might  not  be  brought 
amongft  them,  by  which  inftead  of  allaying  the  ferment  of 
corrupt  na  nre,  by  a  good  example,  2nd  the  good  inflrnftion, 
which  our  I'upcrior  knowledge  would  enable  us  to  give  them, 
too  many  have  been  inftrumental  in  working  them  up  to  a 
ftate  of  dirtraftion  w  hich  when  it  has burft  forth  in  vengeance 
upon  curielvcs,  is  made  a  pretence  for  deftroying  them,  as 
though  they  were  wholly  tile  aggreiTors 

That  In  lians  may  be  tempted  or  provoked  to  the  perpetra¬ 
tion  of  great  evils,  by  the  intemperate  love  and  uleof  itrong 
liquors,  rs  ealily  conceived  ;  but  whether  they,  who,  to  gra¬ 
tify  the  cravings  of  fordid  avarice,  furnifh  them  with  the 
intoxicating  potion,  and  then  take  advantage  of  their  fitua- 
tion,  to  irrpofe  upon  them,  and  tempt  them  to  evil,  arc  not 
principally  a.oouotable,  tor  the  crimes  they  commit,  and 
their  conlequeuccs,  is  a  query  worthy  of  their  mo  ft  ferious 
confideration. 

*  At  the  t,eaty  at  Carliflc,  in  17^3  the  Indians  fay,  “  The 
“  Rum  ruins  us  We  beg  you  would  prevent  its  coming  in 
“  I'uch  quantities  We  deilrc  it  may  be  forbidden,  and  noneiold 
“  in  the  Indian  •  entry  ;  hutthat  if  the  In  lians  will  l\ave  any, 

“  they  may  go  amongft  ihe  inhabitants,  and  deal  with  them. 

“  When  thefe  Whifkey  traders  come,  they  bring  30  or  40 

Kegs, 
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C  Kvl  P  t0  an  2C9ua^ntaRce  with  the  principles  of  chriili- 

v _ _ _ ,  anity.  For  this  purpofe  religious-minded  friends 

1 68s-  would  frequently  enter  into  converfation  with 
Thc  exer-  t}ier-  vilit  them  in  their  villages,  and  hold  re- 
friends  to  ligious  meetings  amongftthem;  their  difcourfes 
friendship  being  explained  by  an  interpreter  to  fuch  of  them 
wuh  the  in- as  did  not  underftand  Englifh.  John  Hayton 
^  and  James  Martin  from  Europe,  who  came  ear- 
to  ly  on  a  religious  vifit  to  friends  in  thefe  provinces  ; 

' . . '"William  Penn,  Samuel  Jennings,  Thomas  Olive, 

and  others  of  the  new  fettlers,  had  meetings 
amongft  them,  as  well  as  many  fince  from  time 
to  time,  wherein  they  ufed  endeavours  to  incul¬ 
cate  the  benefit  of  a  chriftian  life.  And  in  this 
year  a  committee  of  friends  was  appointed  by  the 

quar- 

“  Kegs,  and  put  them  before  us,  and  make  us  drink,  and 
“  get  all  the  ikins  that  lhould  go  to  pay  the  debts  we  have 
“  contrafted  for  goods  bought  of  the  lair  trader;  and  by 
“  this  means,  we  not  only  ruin  ourfelves,  but  them  too. 

“  The  wicked  Whifkey  fellers,  when  "they  have  once  got 
“  the  Indians  in  liquor,  made  them  fell  their  very  clothes 
“  from  their  backs.  In  Ihort,  if  this  practice  be  continued,  we 
“  mail  be  inevitably  ruined.  We  mod  earneftly,  therefore, 
“  befeech  you  to  remedy  it.” 

We  find  an  early  record,  in  the  hillory  of  New  Jerfey,  to 
the  credit  of  the  people  of  that  day.  That  at  a  conference 
they  held  with  the  Indians,  where  8  Kings  orChiets  were  pre- 
fent,  the  fptaker  expreffed  himfelf  to  the  following  effect . 
“  Strong  liquors  were  fold  to  us  by  the  Swedes  and  by  the 
“  Dutch  ;  thefe  people  had  no  eyes  they  did  not  fee  it  was 
‘‘  hurtful  to  us  ;  that  it  made  us  mad  We  know  it  is  hurt- 
“  ful  to  us.  Nevertheless,  if  people  will  fell  it  to  us,  we  are 
“  fo  in  love  with  it,  that  we  cannot  forbear;  but  now  there 
“  is  a  people  come  to  live  am'cngft  us,  that  have  eyes ;  they 
“  fee  it  to  be  for  our  hurt  ;  they  are  willing  to  deny  them- 
“  feives  the  profit,  for  our  good.  Thefe  people  have  eyes, 
“  we  are  glaa  luch  a  people  are  come,  we  muft  put  it  down 
“  bv  mutual  confent.  We  give  thefe  four  belts  of  wampum 

•.  “  - to  be  a  witnefs  of  this  agreement  we  make  with 

“  you  ;  and  would  have  you  tell  it  to  your  children.” 
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quarterly  meeting  of  Burlington,  to  pay  thec  Hv*  p 
neighbouring  Indians  a  religious  vifit,  and  holdv 
a  meeting  among  them,  to  which  many  of  the 
Indians  gathered,  and  quietly  attended  to  v.hat 
was  delivered.  At  this  and  many  other  meetings  of 
this  kind  they  feemed  to  be  affected,  and  particu¬ 
lar  perfons  amongff  them  would  profefs  feme  con- 
vincement  and  reformation  for  a  feafon ;  and  in 
a  general  way  they  would  be  ferious  on  thefe  cc- 
caffons,  and  confefs  to  the  truth  and  goednefs 
of  what  they  heard  and  underffood ;  but  the 
thorough  mortification  of  their  pafifions  and  na¬ 
tural  appetites,  which  is  the  efience  of  chriffianity, 
feemed  a  difeipline  too  fevere  for  them,  habitu¬ 
ated  to  little  reffraint,  to  fubmit  to.  Yet  the 
religious  converfation  and  virtuous  examples  of 
theie  firff  fettlcrs  in  thefe  provinces,  and  their 
free  and  friendly  correfpor.dence  and  intercourfe 
with  them,  were  conducive  to  bring  the  bordering 
Indians  to  a  degree  of  civilization  and  good 
neighbourhood  unknown  to  thofe  of  the  remoter 
tribes. 

About  the  year  1686  many  friends  and  others^6^'^ 
from  Holland  and  Germany  arrived  in  Penfyl-f^m’noi-" 
vania,  who,  fixing  their  residence  among  theiro^"^., 
friends,  contributed  to  the  extenfion  of  the  town 
called  Germantown,  fituated  fix  miles  north  of 
Philadelphia,  which  had  been  begun  in  1682. 

Several  of  them,  I  apprehend,  emigrated  from  the 
Palatinate,  in  which  province  many  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  had  adopted  the  name  and  profeflion  of 
Quakers,  whereby  they  efcaped  ffraring  in  the 
fucceeding  calamities  of  their  country  in  the 
year  1689,  when  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  in  the 
cruel  wantonnefs  of  power,  caufed  the  fine 

towns 
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c  H  ,A  p-  towns  in  that  principality  to  be  deflroyed  by 
i _ _ _  fire. 

1686.  In  this  year  Chriftopher  Taylor  of  Penfyivania 
ciuraft^  ofdeParted  u  as  brother  to  Thomas 

c.  Taylor  Taylor,  of  whom  an  account  hath  been  given 
before  in  i6St.  He  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
born  near  Skipton  in  Yorklhire,  and  as  well 
as  his  brother  received  a  learned  education,  to 
qualify  him  for  the  office  of  the  minillry  :  And 
he  officiated  as  preacher  among  the  puritans  ’till 
he  was  convinced  about  the  fame  time-  with  his 
brother  by  the  miniftry  of  George  F  ox  in  1652, 
and  after  fome  time  he  became  an  approved  mi¬ 
ni  if  er  amongff  the  people  called  Quakers,  and- 
travelled  in  many  parts  of  the  nation  to  propa¬ 
gate  religion  and  righteoufnefs,  but  was  impri¬ 
soned  at  Appleby  in  Weftmoreland  in  1654,  by 
warrant  from  Thomas  Burton,  a  jufcicc,  for 
fpeaking,  what  he  efteemed  his  duty,  to  a  pried 
in  the  lteeple-houfe  yard,  where  he  remained 
under  fevere  fufferings  and  inhuman  ufage  about 
two  years.  During  his  imprifonment  he  wrote 
a  warning  to  the  rulers  in  England,  efpeciaily 
to  the  perlecuting  rulers,  priefts  and  people  in 
the  countrv  of  Weftmoreland,  and  fome  other 
pieces.  After  his  releafe  from  this  imprifon- 
ment,  I  have  no  certain  account  of  his  future 
travels.  At  fome  diftance  of  time  I  find  he  kept 
a  boarding-fchool  of  repute  at  Waltham  Abbey 
in  ElTex,  for  children  ot  both  fexes,  during 
which  time  he  employed  his  leifure  hours  in  ex- 
erciling  his  pen  in  the  fervice  of  truth.  From 
Waltham  he  removed  about  1679  to  Edmonton 
in  Miiddlefex,  and  continued  his  fchool  there. 
In  the  difcharge  of  his  duty  he  was  remarkably 
zealous  and  diligent,  not  only  in  in ftru filing  the 

O'  p 
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children  under  his  care  in  literature,  but  in  fuc-  chap. 

cefsful  endeavours  to  inltil  into  their  tender  , _ 

minds  early  imprelhons  of  religion,  virtue,  and  ,5:5 
the  fear  of  their  maker.  In  thefe  laudable  en-  J'  hn  Ma¬ 
de  a  vours  he  was  effedually  feconded  by  the  principal 
joined  exertions  of  his  wife,  a  faithful  woman  affiftact- 
and  a  miniiter,  and  of  his  principal  atliftant, 

John  Matern,  a  German  by  birth,  who  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  learned  education  in  his  native  coun¬ 
try,  being  alfo  defigned  for  the  facerdotal  office  ; 
but  being  convinced  of  the  principles  of  the 
people  called  Quakers  about  1674  there,  he  re¬ 
moved  to  refiide  amongR  his  friends  in  England, 
and  engaged  with  Chriftopher. Taylor  as  a  Hi  Rant 
in  his  fchool,  for  which  Ration  he  was  well 
qualified,  not  only  as  a  man  of  literature,  but 
in  the  more  valuable  qualification  of  the  truly 
religious  and  faithful  man.  The  conjoined  la¬ 
bours  of  thefe  worthy  men  had  a  remarkable 
elTedf  on  the  minds  and  manners  of  the  children 
under  their  tuition,  of  which  they  publifhed  an 
account  this  year,  under  the  title  of  A  Tejlimony 
to  the  Lord’s  Power  and  blejjed  Appearance  in 
and  among  ft  the  Children.  John  Matern  did  not 
long  continue,  but  finilhed  his  courfe  in  this  life 
at  Edmonton  the  iR  of  the  7 m0,  1680,  under 
the  confolation  of  a  good  confidence,  and  a 
well-grounded  hope  ot  entering  into  eternal 
reR.  His  concern  for  the  laRing  good  of  the 
children  under  his  care  only  left  him  with  his 
parting  breath ;  for  about  four  hours  before  Iris 
departure  he  defined  them  to  be  called  up  into 
his  bed-chamber,  and  there  he  prayed  for  them, 
and  gave  them  his  final  exhortation,  to  be  J  aiih- 
f  nl  to  the  hi  tie  they  knew  of  the  fear  and  will  of 
their  maker,  and  that  greater  degrees  would  be 

added. 
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c  HVA  p-  added.  After  his  death  Chriltopher  T aylor  con- 
i  _  1  .tinned  his  fchool  at  Edmonton  between  two  and 
1 686.  three  years,  during  which  time  he  wrote  a  cau¬ 
tionary  epiftle  to  friends  in  relation  to  William 
Rogers's  waitings,  and  an  anfwer  to  two  of 
his  libels.  About  the  year  1682,  refigning  his 
fchool  to  George  Keith,  he  removed  with  his 
wife  to  Penfyl vania,  where  fhe  died  in  the  year 
1685,  and  himfelf  the  next  year.  And  although 
the  refidence  of  this  valuable  man  was  of  no 
long  duration  in  this  colony,  he  lived  long 
enough  to  imprefs  his  friends  there  with  a  lively 
fenfe  of  his  worth,  and  of  their  lols  in  his  fo 
fpeedy  removal,  as  appears  by  their  tedimony, 
that  he  was  a  diligent  and  faithful  minider 
among  them ;  in  the  exercife  of  his  gift,  perti- 
nenr,  clear  and  affecting ;  in  prayer,  folemn, 

‘  reverent  and  weighty  ;  in  his  general  deport¬ 
ment,  circumfpect,  meek  and  humble.  He 
was  alfo,  in  a  civil  capacity,  a  very  relpeclable 
and  ferviceable  member  of  the  colony  of  Pen- 

j 

fylvania,-  and  for  his  fervices  the  few  years  he 
lived  there,  feems  to  have  been  regarded  by 
them  as  one  of  the  bed;  men  of  the  age  in  which 
he  lived. 

William  Penn,  at  different  times  in  the  year 
1689,  fent  the  following  letters  to  his  friends  in 
1  9'  Penfylvania  : 


“  My  dear  Friends  and  Brethren, 


■'V.  Penn’s 
lerters  to 
frier.ds  in 
Peniylva- 
nia. 


cc  If  it  be  with  you,  as  I  can  fay  it  is  with 
“  me  in  the  prefence  of  God,  then  2re  we  one 
“  in  him  ;  for  neither  length  of  days,  nor  dif- 
“  tance  of  place,  nor  all  the  many  w  aters  be- 
“  tween  us,  can  feparate  my  heart  and  affec- 

“  tio.ns 


PEOPLE  called  QJJ AKERS.  315 

•  < 

<c  tions  from  you;  but  my  love,  yea  the  lovec  p- 

“  of  God  my  father,  and  your  father,  abounds _ j _ , 

“  toward  you,  with  endeared  falutations  to  you  1689. 

“  all ;  and  for  you,  and  the  biefiing  of  you 
“  and  yours,  with  grace,  peace  and  profperity, 

“  are  my  knees  bowed  to  the  God  of  all  our  mer- 
“  cies  and  prefervations ;  that  a  holy,  blamelefs 
“  people,  without  guile  and  wrath,  brawling 
“  and  felfifhnefs,  you  may  be  made  and  kept  in 
“  all  things.  That  God  may  fpread  his  great 
“  name  over  you,  and  make  a  wall  of  defence 
“  about  you,  and  create  a  glory  upon  the  fame, 

“  to  your  unfpeakable  joy,  and  the  renown  of 
“  his  own  great  power;  for  this  mine  eyes  have 
“  beheld  under  the  fun,  that  all  is  vanity  in 
“  comparifon  of  him,  and  that  happy  and 
“  blefled  is  that  people  whofe  God  is  the  Lord. 

“  For  the  nation  or  province  upon  the  earth 
“  that  will  not  reverence  him,  and  call  in  righ~ 

“  teoufnefs  upon  him,  and  in  all  their  under- 
“  takings  have  his  glory  firil  in  their  eyes,  (hall 
“  be  cut  off.  He  will  vex,  viflt  and  trouble 
“  that  people,  that  they  may  know  that  he 
“  ruleth  in  the  kingdoms  of  men.  Therefore 
“  the  Lord  guide  you  by  his  own  fpirit,  and 
“  preferve  you  a  lively,  green  and  favoury  peo- 
“  pie  to  his  praife.  Amen. 

“  Great  revolutions  have  been  of  late  in  this 
“  land  of  your  nativity,  and  where  they  may 
“period  the  Lord  knows;  it  can  be  no  new 
“  thing  for  us  to  meet  with  exercifes.  Europe 
“  looks  like  a  fca  of  trouble ;  wars  all  over  it, 

“  like  to  be  this  fummer ;  I  ftrongly  defire  to 
“fee  you  before  it  be  fpent,  if  the  Lord  will; 

“  and  1  can  fay  in  his  fight,  that  to  improve  my 
“  intereff  with  King  James  for  tender  con- 

“  fciences 
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chap.  “  fciences,  and  that  a  chriftian  liberty  might  be 
“  legally  fettled,  though  againft  my  own  inte- 
16*39.  “  re^>  was  t^iat  w^ich  has  feparated  me  from 
*  “  you  chiefly. 

“  I  defire  your  remembrance  before  the  Lord, 
“  as  you  are  not  nor  cannot  be  forgotten  in  my 
“  addrefles  and  approaches  to  him,  who  reft 
“  in  his  unchangeable  love,  Dear  friends  and 
“  brethren,  your’s  unalterably  in  the  commu- 
“  nion  of  the  precious  truth. 

“  2d  1  mo,  1689.  WM.  PENN.” 

“  My  love  to  friends  in  Jerfey,  &c.  Let  this 
“  be  read  among  friends.'” 


“  Hammerfmith,  30th  iora0,  1689* 
“  Dear  Friends, 

“  I  cannot  flip  this  opportunity,  but  fend  you 
“  the  endeared  falutations  of  my  love,  that  in 
“  the  truth  gives  me  frequent  occaflons  to  re- 
“  member  you,  and  earneftly  defire  your  pre- 
cc  fervation  to  God,  as  well  as  your  comfort 
cc  and  profperity  about  outward  things,  about 
“  which  have  a  care  that  they  grow  not  too 
“  fad  upon  you,  nor  too  many  for  you,  I  mean 
“  as  to  the  cares  and  concerns  that  attend  them 
“  in  the  exercife  of  your  fpirits ;  for  it  is  a 
“  blefled  fbate  to  enjoy  and  ufe  the  world  in 
“  the  dominion  of  his  life  and  power,  that  has 
t‘  quickened  by  his  light  and  fpirit  a  people  to 
“  himfelf;  for  in  this  ltands  all  our  peace  and 
“  bleflednefs,  that  God  be  eved  in  the  firft 

“  place, 


“  place,  that  we  fet  him  on  our  right  hancl,c 
“  that  we  fet  him  continually  before  our  eyes, 

“  and  that  our  eye  be  directed  towards  him  in 
“  all  things,  as  the  eye  of  the  handmaid  to  her 
“  miftrefs,  that  we  may  be  able  to  fay  in  truth 
“  and  righteoufnefs,  We  have  none,  in  Heaven  but 
“  ham,  nor  any  on  earth  bejides  him.  This  it  is 
“  that  keeps  God’s  people  every  where,  for 
u  hereby  they  put  on  Chrilt  in  all  his  bleffed 
“  teachings  and  leadings,  and  make  no  provi- 
“  fion  for  the  fiefh,  to  fulfil  the  lufts  thereof. 

“  Friends  they  are  deep  words,  and  deeper 
“  things;  1  know  you  underhand  me,  and  I 
“  hope  you  feel  me;  w  ho  have  your  eyes  to  the 
“  mark,  and  look  to  the  joy  before  you,  that  is 
“  above  all  joys  in  this  momentary,  trouble- 
“  fome,  bufy  world.  And  now,  friends,  I 
“  have  a  word  more  to  you,  and  that  is  this, 

“  that  faith,  hope  and  charity  are  the  great 
“  helps  and  marks  of  true  chrilfians,  but  above 
“  all,  charity  is  the  love  of  God,  or  divine 
“  love.  Bleffed  are  they  that  come  to  it,  and 
“  hold  the  truth  in  it,  and  work  and  aft  in  it, 

“  for  they  are  poor  indeed  in  f'pirit  of  their 
“  own,  but  rich  in  God’s  ;  they  are  meek,  they 
“  inherit ;  all  other  flates  are  a  brangle  in 
“  comparifon,  but  this  enjoys,  this  poffeffes, 

“  this  reigns.  O  come  into  this  love,  more 
“  and  more,  for  to  this  fhall  all  gifts  and  ope- 
“  rations  give  place,  and  they  do  fo  in  the 
1  hearts  of  thofe  that  are  come  to  know'  charity 
“  greateft  in  them.  It  will  preferve  peace  in 
“  the  church,  peace  in  the  ftate,  peace  in  fami- 
“  lies,  aye  and  peace  in  particular  bofoms. 
“God  Almighty  draw,  I  befeech  him,  all  your 
“  hearts  into  this  heavenly  love  more  and  more, 

“  that 
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c  h  a  p.  “  that  the  work  of  it  may  fhine  out  to  God's 
glory  and  your  comfort. 

1689.  “  For  matters  here,  as  to  myfelf,  I  am  well 

“  and  free,  and  for  the  church  of  God,  liberty 
“  continues ;  but  in  the  nations  of  Europe, 
“  great  wars,  and  rumours  of  wars,  fuch  as 
“  have  not  been  almoft  from  the  beginning ; 
“  funs  are  turned  into  darknefs,  and  moons 
“  into  blood,  for  the  notable  day  is  at  the  door. 
“  It  would  not  be  borne  from  fome  of  you 
“  when  you  went  for  America,  that  fuch  a  day 
“  would  come,  but  come  and  coming  it  is,  for 
“  almoft  every  eye  fees  it,  and  tongue  fays  it, 
“  and  fome  thoufands,  alas  !  have  already  felt 
“  it.  Sanftify,  therefore,  the  Lord  in  your 
“  hearts  ;  be  fatisfied  in  him  and  in  your  lot, 
“  and  walk  worthily  of  his  daily  mercy,  and 
“  attendance  upon  you,  and  care  over  you  ; 
“  and  the  Lord  keep  you  to  the  end.  I  am,  in 
“  the  truth  that  makes  us  near  to  God,  and  one 
“  to  another, 

“  Your  faithful  friend  and  brother, 

“  W.  PE N N." 
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CHAP.  VI. 

George  Keith  removes  to  Penfylvania. — Is  ap¬ 
pointed  Mu  filer  of  a  free  School  eftablifhed  there, 
which  he  foon  quits. — Account  of  George  Keith 
before  his  removal  to  America. — Further  Re¬ 
marks  concerning  him. — He  lets  in  an  afpiring 
Mind. — Friends  concerned  to  caution  him. — He 
difcovers  an  open  Dijfent. — Begins  to  quarrel , 
firfl  with  Thomas  Fitzwalter  and  William  Stock- 

dale _ Complains  againjl  them  to  the  Monthly 

Meeting. — Friends  in  England ,  hearing  of  the 
Difference ,  write  a  Letter  of  Advice. — Their 
Counfel  flighted  by  George  Keith. — He  treats 
Thomas  Lloyd  and  other  Magift rates  with  illi¬ 
beral  Language. —  He  reflects  upon  the  Meeting 
of  Mini flers. — Teftimony  of  the  Monthly  Meet¬ 
ing  againjl  him. — Prejented  by  the  Grand  Jury 
and  fined. — Magiflrates’  Vindication. — Thomas 
Wilfon  and  James  Dickenfon  arrive  in  Penfyl¬ 
vania. — Extra  ft  from  Thomas  Will  on’s  Jour¬ 
nal — George  Keith's  Departui  e  for  England. 

Cl  EORGE  KEITH,  to  whom  Chriftopher  chap 
Taylor  aforefaid  had  refigned  his  fchool  at  Ed-  Vi. 
monton,  did  not  keep  it  up  long,  but  had  alfo  in ' — 
the  intermediate  time  removed  to  Penfylvania.  ^g/kc^ 
And  about  this  time  friends  of  Philadelphia,  pc'‘£vest® 
confidering  the  advantages  of  a  good  education, nil  } 

had 
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c  HV1A  p-had  it  in  contemplation  to  eRablilh  a  free-fchool 
,  v  .1  in  Philadelphia;  and  looking  upon  George 
1689.  Keith,  now  a  refident  there,  as  a  perfon  well 
pointed^  quakhed  to  conduct  fuch  an  undertaking,  they 
maftsr  of  a  pitched  upon  him  for  mailer  of  this  fchool,  and 
engaged  him  on  the  following  terms:  That  he 
fhould  have  falary  of  50I  for  the  fii  ft  year,  a 
houfe  for  himfelf  and  family,  and  a  fchool-houfe 
provided,  and  the  profits  of  the  fchool  befide ; 
for  two  years  more  his  fchool  was  to  be  made 
worth  ?2ol.  per  annum  if  he  fhould  chufe  to  Ray 
fo  long;  in  confideration  of  which  advantages  he 
was  to  teach  the  poor  children  gratis.  Pie  con¬ 
tinued  in  this  Ration  only  about  a  year,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  his  ulher,  whofe  name  was  Thomas 
Makin. 


which  he 
<£uits. 


George  Keith’s  conduct  feems,  at  this  time, 
to  betray  fymptoms  of  a  very  unRable  and  wa¬ 
vering  temper  of  mind ;  he  foon  grew  weary 
of  every  circumRance  of  life,  efpecially  fuch  as 
was  attended  with  labour  and  confinement. 
ChriRopher  Taylor,  we  fee,  religned  into  his 
hands  a  well-eRablifhed-  and  profitable  fchool, 
which  after  no  longtime  he  quitted;  removed 
firR  to  London,  and  foon  after  to  America. 
Here  the  Rrenuous  exertions  of  his  friends  to 
make  a  handfome  provifion  for  him  as  their 
fchcol-maRer  in  the  infant  Rate  of  their  colony, 
evince  the  cordiality  of  their  regard,  and  gene¬ 
rality  of  their  difpolition  toward  him,  and  that 
they  were  defirous  to  make  his  refidence  amon^il 

*  D 

them  eafv  and  comfortable  to  the  utmoll  of 

j 

their  power.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  one 
might  imagine,  he  might  have  enjoyed  eafe  and 
fatisfahiion  to  his  full  content,  if  free  from  unea- 
finefs  in  his  own  mind;  but  he  who  carries  the 

fource 
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fource  of  unhappinefs  within  himfelf,  is  not  like  c  HvA  p- 

to  find  happinefs  in  any  circumftance  of  life.  1  _ , 

He  feeras  to  have  given  a  loofe  rein  to  an  unfet-  1669. 
tied  and  dilfatisfied  temper,  which  occafioned 
himfelf  much  hurt  and  friends  much  trouble, 
fird  in  America,  and  afterwards  in  England. 

In  order  to  convey  a  more  fatisfadfory  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  mifunderdandings  and  reparation 
which  foon  broke  out  between  him  and  friends 
in  America,  it  may  not  be  impertinent  to  reca¬ 
pitulate  the  fucceffive  paflages  of  his  life  pre¬ 
vious  thereto,  as  far  as  my  materials  enable 
me. 

George  Keith  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  where  ^ 
he  received  a  liberal  education  in  the  national 
profeflion  or  kirk  of  Scotland,  not  only  at 
l'chool,  but  alfo  at  the  univerfity  of  Aber¬ 
deen.  By  whom  he  was  convinced,  or  by 
what  means  he  joined  in  fociety  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  called  Quakers,  I  am  not  informed,  but  I 
find  that  in  the  year  1664,  he  came  as  a  minider  *664. 
from  the  fouth  of  Scotland  on  a  religious  vifit travels  in 
to  his  friends  at  Aberdeen,  and  was  detained  inthe-m°L-° 
prifon  there  ten  months,  and  Patrick  Livingftone trr 
with  him  feven  months,  where  they  were  vio- 
lenly  beaten  and  abufed  by  one  Peter  Strachan, 
fon  to  Andrew  Strachan,  pried  in  Kintore,  who 
was  confined  in  the  fame  prifon;  for  which  he 
fell  under  great  trouble  of  mind,  under  the  fenfe 
of  his  wicked  and  abulive  behaviour  to  them, 
fearfully  crying  out  that  the  judgments  of  God 
were  upon  him,  and  repeatedly  begging  their 
forgivenefs  before  many  witnefles 

In 
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He  vindi 
cates  the 


In  the  next  year,  being  under  a  religious  con¬ 
cern  to  bear  his  teftimony  to  the  truth  in  the 
great  fteeple-houfe  at  Aberdeen,  in  attempting 
that  fervice  he  was  violently  aflTaulted,  and  knock¬ 
ed  down  to  the  ground  by  James  Horne,  the 
bell-ringer.  Shortly  after  which  it  was  remark¬ 
ed  that  the  faid  Horne  going  up  the  fteeple  to 
ring  the  bell,  fuddenly  fell  through  a  hole  above 
four  Rories  high,  and  was  inftantly  killed  by  the 
fall,  upon  the  fame  fpot  of  the  pavement  where 
he  had  beaten  George  Keith.  We  find  him  af¬ 
terwards  amongft  the  number  of  this  perfecuted 
people  at  Aberdeen,  involved  in  confifcations  and 
long  imprifonment. 

He  was  not  only  a  fufferer  in  common  with 
his  brethren  in  teftimony  to  the  truth  of  his  pro- 
the  tHu.of  ;  but  exerted  his  talents  in  defence  there- 

ktrsonfe-  of  both  in  verbal  deputations,  and  in  print  on 
ficns.°cca~  many  occafions.  He  firft  joined  Alexander  Jaf- 
fray  in  confuting  a  virulent  inventive  of  Geoige 
Meidrum  in  his  fermon  againft  the  Quakers  in 
1 666.  He  was  coadjutor  to  Robert  Barclay  in 
the  difpute  he  h.ad  with  the  ftudents  of  Aber¬ 
deen  in  defence  of  hisThefes  in  1675.  He  xvas 
likewife  engaged,  together  with  Stephen  Crifp 
George  Whitehead  and  William  Penn,  in  a  dif¬ 
pute  with  the  baptifts  in  London  the  preceding 
year.  He  alio  wrote  and  publifhed  feveral  trea- 
tiles  in  vindication  and  explanation  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  viz.  One 
upon  immediate  revelation ;  another  under  the 
title  of  the  nniverjal  free  grace  of  the  goj'pel  af~ 
ferted.  fhe  •way  to  the  city  0}  God.  CJ he  benefit, 

glory  and  advantage  of  f. lent  meetings,  dec. 
irr.prifoned  In  1682  he  was  informed  againft  for  preaching, 
for  teaching ancj  teaching  fchool  at  Edmonton  without  licenfe, 

Ichooi  0 
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the  quarter  feihons  for  Hertfordllrire,  upon  which0  ^  p* 
the  jufiices  tendered  him  the  oath,  and  upon  his  1  _ 

refufal  to  take  it  committed  him  to  jail.  In  the  1689. 
year  1684  he  was  again  imprifoned  in  newgate, 

London,  for  refafing  to  fwear,  and  continued  a 
prifoner  above  five  months. 

Thus  for  the  greateft  part  of  thirty  years  had 
he  retained  full  unity  with  the  fociety,  and  not 
the  lowell:  degree  of  eftimation  for  his  fervice  a- 
mongfi  them,  during  which  time  he  never  pre¬ 
tended  to  difcover  any  errors  or  falfe  doffrines 
maintained  by  them,  though  he  had  the  fullelt 
opportunity;  but  on  the  contrary  publicly  vindi¬ 
cated  them.  Yet  not  duly  attending  to  the 
apoftle's  caution  to  the  Coloflians,  beware  led  any 
man  fpoil  you  through  phtlofophy  and  vain  deceit , 
after  the  traditions  of  men ,  after  the  rudiments  of  the 
world-,  and  not  after  Chuff  affefling  to  be  wife 
beyond  what  is  written  or  revealed,  he  became 
wavering  in  mind,  and  was  fhaken  from  his 
fteadfaftnefs  in  the  faith.  Having  indulged  him- 
felf  too  much  in  curious,  uncertain  and  unpro¬ 
fitable  fpeculation,  that  inward  watchfulnefs  which 
is  necefiary  to  keep  the  heart  clean  and  pure, 
the  pafiions  in  fubjeclion,  and  the  life  and  man¬ 
ners  upright  and  pacific,  was  fufpended.  He  is 
faid  to  have  imbibed  fome  fanciful  notions  of 
Van  Helmont  about  the  year  1682,  concerning 
the  tranfmigr a  ion  of  fouls ,  the  refun  ettion,  £fiY, 
which  the  people  called  Quakers  have  never 
thought  it  necefiary  to  be  curioufiy  inquifitive 
about,  as  not  believing,  fubjedls  above  the  invef- 
tiuation  of  human  reafon  and  knowledge,  to  be 

o  #  o  7 

necefiary  to  falvation,  further  than  they  are 
clearly  revealed  in  the  fcripture :  And  looking 
upon  the  things  which  are  clearly  revealed,  to  be 
Vol.  III.  X  long 
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c  **  A  p*  long  to  us,  and  to  be  fufiftcient  for  falvati.on, 
v — V/1 — .have  avoided  to  pry  into  the  feeret  things  which 
1689.  belong  to  divine  ornnifcience.  *  Finding  no 
room  for  the  propagation  of  fuch  notions  among!.! 
them,  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  let  in  fome  fecret 
jealoufy  and  contempt,  which  afterwards  broke 
out  in  open  opposition  and  contention;  firft  with 
individuals,  and  afterwards  with  the  body  at 
large. 

The  firfb  fymptom  of  lofs  of  fpiritual  ltrength 
was  difcovered  in  his  impatience  under  fufrer- 
ing. 

f  After  he  had  taken  up  Chriilopher  Taylor’s 
fchool  at  Edmonton,  and  was  imprifoned  at 
Hertford,  he  removed  to  London,  and  fought  a 
privileged  place  to  refide  in:  but  finding  this 
not  futhcient  to  protedt  him,  being  taken  and 
imprifoned  in  Newgate  as  above,  feeing  himfelf 
fo  clofely  purfued  and  molefted  in  his  lawful  oc¬ 
cupation  by  the  fpirit  of  perfecution,  as  yet  re¬ 
taining  power  to  be  vexatious  to  the  non-con¬ 
forming  fubjedls ;  and  his  fteadfaflnefs  of  faith 
in  divine  protection  being  weakened  by  airy  fpe- 
culation,  and  reafoning  with  fiefh  and  blood;  he 
complained  now,  that  as  nothing  but  perfecution 
was  to  be  met  with  here,  he  would  feek  an  afy- 
lum  in  a  land  of  liberty  ;  under  which  difpofition 
he  removed  to  America. 

The  apoftle  hath  left  this  cautionary  refledlion 
on  record  as  a  warning  to  chriftians  of  all  deno¬ 
minations  and  generations,  “  Knowledge  puffeik 
“  up ;  but  chanty  ed’fieth”  And  in  this  man 
we  have  an  inftance,  that  as  we  fuffer  ourfelves 

to 
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to  be  puffed  up  with  our  knowledge,  we  are  inc  ^  p> 
danger  of  lofing  that  charity,  which  excelleth  aih  _ 
gilts  and  attainments.  George  Keith  was  a  man  1689. 
of  good  natural  abilities,  improved  by  a  liberal 
education,  clear  in  compichenlion  and  fluent  in 
exprellion,  which  gave  him  in  thefe  refpeCts  a 
l'uperiority  over  many,  or  the  greater  part  of  his 
brethren,  and  would  have  been  the  means  of 
continuing  his  eflimation  as  an  ufeful  member,  if 
he  had  not  been  himfelf  too  confcious  of  this  fu- 
periority,  and  thereby  let  in  an  afpiring  mind, He  lets  in 
aiming  at  pre-eminence  amongft:  them,  which ^'inj.pirinS 
when  he  could  not  attain,  he  tranfgreffed  the 
bounds  not  only  of  chriftian  charity,  but  of  com¬ 
mon  decency. 

It  is  remarkable  that  it  was  foon  after  the  re-  l6^, 
moval  of  George  Fox,  that  fymptoms  of  felf- 
importance  began  to  difcover  themfelv.es  in 
George  Keith’s  condudf,  which  fuggeils  a  con- 
jeCfure,  that  he  might  not  be  without  a  fecret 
apprehenfion  of  his  own  fttnefs  to  fucceed  to  that 
efteem  and  influence  in  the  focisty,  at  kali  in 
America,  which  George  Fox  had  held,  not  of 
his  own  feehing,  nor  for  himfelf,  but  from  the 
conviction  ot  his  friends,  of  the  manv  excellent 
virtues  he  was  endowed  with,  and  the  fpiritual 
advantages  they  had  received  from  his  faithful  ex- 
ample  and  paltoral  care,  they  regarded  him  as 
the  principal  of  their  elder  brethren,  worthy  of 
double  honour  ;  and  the  influence  he  thereby  ac¬ 
quired,  he  fteadily  direCted  to  the  honour  of 
God,  and  their  edification  and  efltabiiflrmept  in 
pure  religion  to  the  lali. 

Several  friends  had  been  concerned  to  caution  Several 
George  Keith  in  great  chriftian  tendernefs,  of  the • 
dangerous  confequer.ces  of  bufving  himfelf  in«vci-,n 

X  2  ufelefshlp'‘ 


HISTORY  of  the 


3H 

c  V  p'  ufelefs  fpeculations,  and  queftions  of  words  which 

_ gender  10  firife ,  previous  to  his  removal  to  Ame- 

i6yi •  rica,  as  1  apprehend;  where,,  when  he  arrived, 
keeping  his  latent  notions  to  hhnfelf,  or  partly 
difclofmg  them  only  to  fuch  as  he  could  venture 
to  intruft  therewith  as  a  fecret,  he  continued 
openly  to  profefs  and  \  indicate  the  dodfrines  of 
the  people  called  Quakers  in  fundry  notable 
He  ccnti-  trails,  as,  the  prefbyterian  and  independent  vi fable 

nues  to  vm-  ’  /  ,  '  J  J  ‘  J 

dicate  the  churches  in  New  England  and  efewhere ,  brought  to 
^frr‘"pSleof/A<?  left  and  examined ;  a  refutation  of  three  op- 
caiied  Qua -pofers  of  truth’-,  the  pretended  antidote  proved  poi- 
kcrs'  /on,  or  the  true  principles  of  the  chriftian  and  pro- 

1692.  t  eft  ant  religion  defended  againft  Cotton  Mather 
and  others. ;  and  a  ferious  appeal  to  all  the  more 
fober ,  impartial  and  judicious  people  in  New  Eng- 
Yetinthe  land,  hi  vindication  of  friends.  Yet  in  the  fame 
fame  year  year  that  he  publifhed  this  lafl  treatife,  his  fe- 
opeCndh-ancret  difguft  at  his  friends,  broke  out  into  open 
feut.  diffent  and  contention,  chiefly,  as  appears,  be- 
caufe  he  could  not  obtain  that  pre-eminence  he 
afpired  after,  nor  carry  things  in  all  cafes  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  own  preferiptions,  or  didfates :  for 
in  head  thereof,  feveral  of  his  friends,  lefs  verfed 
in  fpeculative  points,  but  better  eftablifhed  in 
pradfical  religion,  fearing  his  falling  into  danger 
and  error  through  unwatchfulnefs,  were  not 
wanting  in  brotherly  affedlion  gently  to  commu¬ 
nicate  their  apprehenfions;  but  he,  who,  in  the 
prefent  exaltednefs  of  his  mind,  looked  upon 
himfelf  as  their  fuperior  in  wifdom  and  know¬ 
ledge,  and  now  began  to  regard  his  friends  with 
an  eye  of  co'ntempt,  feems  to  have  thought  it 
beneath  him  to  regard  the  advice  of  thofe,  whom 
he  imagined  himfelf  better  qualified  to  infixudt ; 
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or  toc  H  A  p- 

VI. 


and  to  have  formed  a  dellgn  to  govern, 
divide. 

He  began  with  objecting  to  the  manner  in  1692. 
which  the  difcipline  of  the  lociety  was  conduft-He.oty*^ 
ed,  complaining  there  was  too  great  a  ilacknefs  manner  of 
in  the  application  thereof,  and  proposed  new 
regulations  for  the  amendment  of  the  deficien¬ 
cies,  which  having  drawn  up  in  writing,  he  pre- 
fented  to  the  meeting  of  minifters  at  the  yearly 
meeting;  but  as  they  did  not  fully  approve 
thereof  they  propofed  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  conlideration  of  the  yearly  meeting  of  Lon¬ 
don,  which  he  declined,  fignifying,  he  would 
rather  let  it  drop.  Notwithftanding  this,  he  con¬ 
ceived  aggravated  difguif  at  the  dilappointment, 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  from  this  time  the  fecret 
envy  and  dillike,  which  had  been  rankling  in  his 
breaft,  began  to  break  out  in  captious  remarks, 
and  bitter  farcafms  upon  the  general  conduct  of 
friends,  their  manner  of  preaching,  and  fuch 
like  matters ;  not  that  they  were  more  liable  to 
objection  at  that  time,  nor  in  that  place,  than, 

I  imagine,  they  had  been  all  along  from  the  time 
of  his  firft  entering  into  their  community;  for  I 
cannot  difcover,  that  any  remarkable  change  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  body  of  friends,  cither  in  Europe 
or  America,  in  their  principles,  their  manners,  or 
their  manner  of  preaching,  which  were  much  the 
fame  as  at  their  firft  life,  and  as  they  were  all 
the  time  while  George  Keith  continued  in  clofe 
fellowfhip  with  them;  but  it  appears  too  evident 
that  he  was  now  become  a  man  given  to  change 
in  all  thefe  refpe<fls. 

PalTion  and  prejudice  corrupt  the  heart,  and^'"5'" 

V  .  ■  1  .  ,  •  ginn-d  firlt 

give  it  a  perverle  bias.  George  Keith,  now  in-ttlth  rho. 
vidioully  watching;  for  occalion  asainft  friends, ma?Flt2' 

*  Ci  q  ’waiter  and 
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CHAP. 


1692. 


Complains 
of  Thomas 
to  the 
monthly 
meeting. 


He  next 
complains 
gamft  W. 
tucjcdaie. 


took  exceptions  at  fome  words  uttered  by  Thomas 
Fitzwalter  and  William  Stockdale  in  their  public 
teRimonies,  firft  began  to  quarrel  with  them, 
and  charged  them  with  preaching  faife  doctrine, 
in  fetting  forth  the  light  of  Chrifi  to  be  fufficienc 
for  fnlvatiott ,  and  declared  to  Thomas  Fitzwalter, 
that  he  himfelf  did  not  believe,  the  light  was  Suf  ¬ 
ficient  without  Something  elSe.  Which  exprelTIon 
Thomas  reported  to  fome  other  perfon,  for  which 
George  brought  a  complaint  againit  him  to 
the  monthly  meeting.  This  appears  to  me  a 
very  frivolous  caufe  of  complaint  to  bring  be¬ 
fore  any  body  of  men  in  a  judicial  capacity,  and 
carries  the  appearance  of  a  fpirit  lulling  to  con¬ 
tention,  and  a  mean  duplicity  in  George  Keith ; 
for  that  he  fo  exprefied  himfelf  was  proved  by 
the  evidence  of  feveral  wltneffes,  who  were  pre¬ 
fers,  and  yet  he  denied  it  to  the  meeting.  The 
meeting  entering  into  the  examination  of  his 
complaint,  in  order  to  take  away  all  occafion  of 
cavilling  from  him,  who  was'  new  ftudioufly 
feeking  it,  as  Thomas  had  reported  nothing  but 
matter  of  fadf,  and  had  the  evidence  or  many 
witneffes,  they  law  no  caufe  to  charge  him 
with  afferting  an  untruth;  but  his  manner 
of  procedure  in  George  Keith's  abfence,  and 
without  firft  endeavouring  a  reconciliation  be¬ 
tween  themfelves,  they  judged  a  w  rong  proceed¬ 
ing,  as  being  a>  breach  of  gofpel  order.  Thomas 
very  readily  acknowledged,  that  though  the 
charge  itfelf  was  true,  the  mentioning  it,  in  the 
manner  he  had  done,  was  wrong. 

He  next  complained  to  the  meeting  cf  minifters 
againft  William  Stockdale,  for  having  faid,  that 
his  preaching  Cirri  ft  without  and  Chrifl  within 
•was  preaching  two  Chrifl s-.  William  Stockdale 

denied  - 
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denied  his  uttering  the  exprefllons  in  the  termsc  **  A  p- 
complained  of;  and  on  the,  other  hand  ailedged^ 
againfl  Keith,  that  he  had  treated  him  in  a  very  1692. 
contemptuous  and  abufive  manner,  calling  him 
an  ignorant  heal  hen,  and  feveral  other  oppro¬ 
brious  appellations.  The  meeting  delivered  their 
opinion,  that  Stockdale  was  culpable,  and  de- 
ferving  reproof,  for  uttering  the  words  he  did, 
they  being  an  offence  to  fundry  found  and  well- 
minded  friends,  and  that  he  fhould  condemn 
the  fame.  And  as  to  George  Keith’s  manner  of 
proceeding  againlf  him,  they  could  not  admit  it 
to  be  agreeable  to  gofpel  order,  he  not  having 
dealt  with  him  alone  in  a  private  manner,  be¬ 
fore  he  proceeded  further  in  his  complaint ;  nei¬ 
ther  could  they  hold  him  excufable  for  his  in¬ 
decent  exprefllons  to  William  Stockdale,  he  be¬ 
ing  older  in  experience  and  in  years. 

By  this  time  friends  in  England  got  intel! i- ^ie"a^sd;i1 
gence  of  thefe  differences,  whereupon  feveral  of  hearing  of 
them  in  London  wrote  an  epiflle  to  their  bre-theie 

,  •  /-  1  •  ,,  1  ,  rentes  write 

thren  in  renfylvama,  earneflly  prefiing /them  totheiradv.ee 
keep  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace, theieupon* 
and  guard  againfl  difputations  upon  fubjedls  not 
tending  to  edification,  whereby  that  charity  and 
brotherly  kindnefs,  which  had  hitherto  connected 
them  in  gofpel-fellowfhip,  might  be  in  danger  of 
being  w  eakened  or  diffolved.  That  obedience  to 
the  precepts  of  the  gofpel  was  a  better  proof  of 
our  honouring  Chrifl,  as  a  teacher  come  ficm 
God,  than  airy  fpeculations  and  controverties 
leading  to  contention  about  his  glorified  body  in 
heaven  ;  w idling  them  rather,  after  the  cuftom 
of  friends  from  the  beginning,  to  be  emulous  in 
the  practice  of  ail  chridian  virtues,  and  lhew 
forth  the  fruits  of  the  l’pirit  out  of  a  good  con¬ 
vention, 
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c  p‘  verfation,  than  to  be  over  curious  in  queftions  of 
v ords  miniltring  to  lfrife  and  contention;  re- 
1092.  minding  them  of  the  ancient  and  conitant  prin¬ 
ciple  and  experience  of  friends,  that  the  dilpen- 
fation  of  the  gofpel  “  committed  to  them,  was 
“a  fpiritual  difpenfation ;  in  nowife  to  oppofe, 
“  rejedf  or  invalidate  Jefus  ChrilVs  outward 
“  coming,  fuffering,  death,  refurre<ftion,  afcen- 
“  fion  and  glorified  eilate  in  the  heavens ;  but 
“  to  bring  men  to  partake  of  the  remiflion 
“  of  fins,  reconciliation  and  eternal  redemp- 
“  tion,  which  he  hath  obtained  for  us,  and  for 
“  all  men,  for  whom  he  died,  and  gave  himfelf 
“  a  ranfom,  both  for  Jews  and  Gentiles,  Indians, 
“  Turks  and  Pagans,  without  refpecf  of  perfons 
<£  or  people.  And  Chriih  is  fully  to  be  preached 
“  unto  them,  according  to  the  holy  fcriptures, 
“  by  them  whom  he  may  fend  unto  them  for 
“  that  end;  that  as  the  benefit  of  his  fuf- 
“  ferings  extends  to  all,  even  to  them  that  have 
“  not  the  fcriptures,  or  outward-  hiftory  thereof, 
“  they  may  be  told,  who  w'as  and  is  their  chief 
cc  friend,  that  gave  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  them, 
ct  and  hath  enlightened  them;  yet  not  excluded 
<c  thofe  from  God's  mercy,  or  falvation  by  ChrifI, 
“  vjho  never  had  nor  may  have  the  outward  know- 
“  ledge  or  hillory  of  him,  if  they  fmcerely  obey, 
“  and  live  up  to  his  light ;  for  his  light  and  fal- 
“  vation  reach  to  the  ends  of  the  earth;  yet  ftill 
“we  that  have  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  thofe 
“  plain  outward  confirmed  telfimonies  concern- 
“  ing  our  bleffed  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chriff, 
“  both  as  to  his  coming  in  the  fiefli  and  in  the 
fpirit,  have  caufe  to  be  thankful  to  God  for 
cC  the  peculiar  favour,  and  that  thefe  fcriptures 
a  are  fo  well  pieferved  to  pofterity;  and  we  be- 

“  feech 
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“  feech  you,  let  us  keep  to  the  plainnefs  and Jim-C  p- 

“  plicity  of  fcripture  language  in  all  dtfcourfes 
“  about  matters  of  faith,  divinity  and  doflrine ;  1692. 

“  and  fincerely  believe,  own  and  confefs  our 
“  blefled  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Son 
“  of  the  living  God,  in  all  his  comings,  appear- 
“  ances,  properties,  offices  and  works,  both  for 
“  us  and  in  us.” 

This  epiftle,  which  is  very  long,  concludes 
with  the  excellent  counfel  of  the  apoftle,  “  If 
“there  be  therefore  any  confolation  in  Chrift; 

“  if  any  comfort  of  love ;  if  any  fellowfhip  of 
“  the  fpirit ;  if  any  bowels  and  mercies,  fulfil 
“  ye  my  joy,  that  ye  be  like-minded,  having 
“  the  fame  love,  being  of  one  accord  and  one 
“  mind ;  let  nothing  be  done  through  ftrife  or 
“  vain  glory,  but  in  lowlinefs  of  mind,  let  every 
“  man  efteem  others  better  than  himfelf.” 


“  Signed  by 


George  Whitehead, 
John  Field, 

William  Bingley, 
Alexander  Seaton, 
Patrick  Livingfton.” 


Samuel  Waldenfield, 
Benjamin  Antrobus, 
John  Vaughton, 
Daniel  Monro, 


The  brotherly  counfel  and  concern  of  friends' 
in  England,  although  marked  throughout  with by  cfoige 
clear  reafoning,  and  chriftian  tendernels  and  mo-Keith- 
deration,  and  earneft  zeal  to  heal  the  breach,  or 
prevent  the  widening  thereof,  had  no  better  ef¬ 
fect  than  the  honeft  endeavours  of  friends  in 
America  had  before.  Ambition  and  bitternefs 
of  fpirit  had  fo  thoroughly  poffefted  George 
JCeith,  that  their  fuggeftions  had  greater  power 

over 
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CHAP. 


1692. 


He  treats 
Thomas 
Lloyd  and 
other  ma- 
giftrates 
with  illibe¬ 
ral  lan- 

g^ge- 


over  him  than  the  beft  admonitions,  Being  baff¬ 
led  in  his  principal  aim,  that  of  taking  the  lead 
in  the  fociety,  he  fet  no  bounds  to  his  malicious 
invedUves,  fuffering  his  pafiion  to  hurry  him  on 
to  vent  his  refentment  in  illiberal  reproaches,  in 
violation  of  decency  and  common  fenfe. 

At  another  meeting  with  him  he  openly  avow¬ 
ed  the  dodfrines,  v  hich  before  he  had  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  conceal,  (by  denying  his  having  laid  what 
was  proved  he  did  fay,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Thomas 
Fitzwalter,)  and  roundly  charged  feveral  friends 
with  unfoundnefs  of  faith.  ^Thomas  Lloyd  told 
him,  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  others,  whom  he 
had  accufed,  that  they  believed  all  things  written 
in  the  leriptures  concerning  our  Saviour's  birth, 
death  and  refurrection,  &c.  in  the  outward ;  to 
which  he  fmartly  replied,  but  is  it  abfolutely 
and  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  all  and  every  one 
of  mankind  to  believe  it?  adding,  that  unlefs 
he  did  fo  believe,  he  would  not  own  him  as 
a  chriftian ;  but  faid,  he  might  be  a  devout  hea¬ 
then. 

Thomas  Lloyd  was  appointed  by  William  Penn 
to  the  Ration  of  deputy  governor  of  Penfylvania 
during  his  abfence,  and  filled  the  Ration  with 
integrity  and  repute.  His  confequence,  of  c  urfe, 
muft  be  confiderable  both  in  religious  and  civil 
fociety.  His  particular  patronage  of  Georgq 
Keith,  and  unremitted  endeavours  to  ferve  him, 
previous  to  his  violating  of  the  unity  of  fociety, 
deferved  his  grateful  refpect ;  yet  becaufe  he  gave 
him  no  countenance,  but  joined  his  weight  and 
influence  againft  his  intemperate  conduct  in  his 
oppolltion,  Keith  could  not  bridle  his  temper  or 
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his  tongue  within  the  bounds  of  common  decen-c  ^  a  p- 
cy,  even  to  him,  but  at  a  fucceeding  meetings  _v 
gave  the  loofe  rein  to  his  petulancy  fo  far  as  1692. 
to  call  him  impudent  man,  and  pitijul governor  \ 
afking  him  why  he  did  not  fend  him  to  jail  ; 
telling  him  his  back  had  long  itched  for  a  whip¬ 
ping ;  menacing  him  and  his  friends,  that  he 
would  expofe  them  in  print  all  over  America,  if 
not  over  Europe.  One  of  the  magistrates,  re¬ 
markable  for  his  moderation  and  pacific  difpo- 
fition,  he  called  an  impudent  rafcal- 

This  conduct  betrayed  the  pallion  and  malig¬ 
nity  of  a  violent  party  fpirit,  and  could  mean 
nothing  but  an  elfay,  whether  he  could  provoke 
them  to  fome  aft  of  authoiity  as  magistrates, 
whereby  he  might  take  an  occalion  to  raife  a 
cry  of  perfection  against  them  :  and  men  of  lefs 
temper,  and  lefs  regard  to  religion,  might  very 
probably,  in  the  like  circumstances,  have  com¬ 
plied  with  his  defire,  and  cured  his  itch,  and 
have  vindicated  themfelves  alfo  againlt  the  charge 
of  periecution,  by  alledging  that  reviling  is  not 
religion,  nor  reproachful  appellations  a  confci- 
entious  fcruple  :  But  the  men  with  whom  he  had 
to  deal,  were  of  a  very  different  caft,  being  of 
thofe  who  were  retrained  by  their  religious 
principles,  conformable  to  primitive  chriltianity, 
from  returning  railing  for  railing;  being  de¬ 
famed  they  intreated;  they  bore  his  reproaches 
w  ith  patience,  exerted  their  endeavours  to  pacify 
him,  and  recover  him  to  a  better  mind,  and  to 
prevent  an  open  breach,  in  a  fpirit  of  mceknels  ; 
but  all  their  endeavours  were  in  vain. 

At  length,  after  many  vilifying  expreffions  toHertHeCb 
particular  perfons,  as  occafion  raifecl  his  wrath,'^.” 
ire  went  fo  far  as  to  bring  a  molt  reproachful 

charge 
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C  Hvk  P’  c^large  againft  a  reputable  part  of  the  body  at 
large,  charging  a  meeting  of  minifters  with  com- 
1692.  ing  together  to  cloak  herefies  and  deceit ,  and  that 
there  were  more  damnable  herefies  and  dotlrines 
of  devils  among  the  Quakers  than  among  any  pro- 
feffion  of  proteftants. 

This  reflexion,  which  is  mere  aflertion  with¬ 
out  fhadow  of  proof,  evidences  the  bitternefs  of 
his  fpirit,  urging  him  to  expreflions  pointed  in 
malice,  to  provoke,  without  regard  to  candour 
or  to  truth :  A  gain  lb  the  validity  whereof,  and 
in  defence  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  we 
can  perhaps  bring  no  authority  more  appoiite  to 
the  point  than  his  own,  in  his  ferious  appeal 
printed  in  Philadelphia  in  this  very  fame  year 
1692,  wherein  he  fully  condemned  in  others  thofe 
meafures,  he  was  now  fo  fondly  purfuing. 

Serious  appeal,  page  6. — “  Notwithfbanding 
“  Cotton  Mather's  ftrong  affeverations  againft 
“  us,  as  if  we  denied  all  or  mod  of  the  fun- 
“  damental  articles  of  the  chriftian  and  pro- 
“  telfant  faith,  yet  he  (ball  never  be  able  to  prove 
“  it,  that  we  are  guilty  of  this  his  fo  extremely 
“  rafh  and  uncharitable  charge,  either  as  in  re- 
“  fpedb  of  the  body  of  that  people,  or  in  refpedb 
“  of  any  particular  writers  or  publiihers  of  our 
“  docflrines  and  principles,  and  preachers  among 
“  us,  generally  owned  and  approved  by  us,  as 
“  men  of  a  found  judgment  and  underibanding. 
“  And  for  his  citations  out  of  the  Quakers’ 
“  printed  books  and  treatifes,  I  would  have  you 
“  to  confider,  that  molb  of  them  are  all  bor- 
“  rowed  and  taken,  not  from  our  own  books, 
“  but  from  our  profefled  adverfaries,  men  known 
“  well  enough  to  be  poflefifed  with  prejudice 
“  againib  us ;  fuch  as  1  homas  Hicks  and  John 

“  Faldo 
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“  Faldo  and  others,  whom  our  friends  in  Old0  “  A  p- 
“  England,  and  particularly  George  Whitehead i 
“  and  William  Penn,  have  largely  anfwered.”  1692. 

Hitherto  friends  had  treated  with  him  in  a 
private  way  with  much  meeknefs  and  patience ; 
but  it  was  properly  judged  that  this  public  infult 
demanded  public  reparation,  which  he  contemp- 
tuoufly  refufing  to  make,  the  monthly  meeting 
of  Philadelphia  proceeded  to  difown  him,  and 
as  a  teftimony  they  publifhed  on  this  occafion 
exhibits  a  plain  narration  of  the  cafe  and  the 
reafons  of  their  procedure,  and  his  offenfive  con- 
ducft,  it  juftly  claims  a  place  in  this  work. 


a 


To  the  feveral  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings 
“  in  Penfylvania,  Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfey,  and 
“  elfewhere,  as  there  may  be  occafion. 


“  Beloved  Friends, 

“  In  tender  love,  and  with  fpirits  bowed  down 
“  before  the  Lord,  is  this  our  falutation  unto 
“  you ;  earneftly  defiring  your  growth,  and 
“  daily  prefervation  in  the  ancient  truth,  and  in 
“  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
“  Chrift,  and  our  hope  and  breathings  are  that 
“  no  infinuations  or  wiles  of  the  enemy  /hall  pre- 
“  vail  to  turn  you  afide  from  your  fteadfaftnefs, 
“  or  to  caufe  you  to  efteem  lightly  of  the  rock, 
“  and  way  of  God’s  falvation  unto  you ;  but 
“  that  you  be  kept  in  the  light  and  life,  which 
“  was  and  is  the  juft  man’s  path,  to  the  end  of 
“  our  days.  Amen  ! 

“  Now  dear  friends  it  is  with  forrow  of  fpi- 
“  rits,  and  gr>ef  of  fouls,  that  we  fignify  unto 
“  you  the  tedious  exercife,  and  vexatious  per- 

“  plexity, 
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c  P‘  1  P^xity,  we  have  met  with  in  our  late  friend 
George  Keith,  for  fever  a  1  months  palt :  So  it 
1692.  tc  hath  happened,  friends,  leit  any  flefh  fhould 
i(  glory,  but  become  lilent  before  the  Lord,  that 
“  this  once  eminent  man  and  injh  ument  of  renown 
“  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  whilft  he  kept  his 
“  firft  habitation,  and  knew  the  government  of 
“  truth  over  his  own  fpirit,  and  witneffed  the 
“  fame  to  be  a  bridle  to  his  tongue,  was  then 
“  ferviceable  both  in  pen  and  fpeech,  to  the 
“  churches  of  Chriit :  But  now  and  of  late  it  is 
“  too  obvious  and  apparent,  that  being  degene- 

“  rated  from  the  low,  meek  and  peaceable  fpi- 

“  rit  of  Chrift  Jefus,  and  grown  cool  in  charity 
“  and  love  towards  his  brethren,  he  is  gone  into 
“  a  fpirit  of  enmity,  wrath  and  felf-exaltation,'^ 
“  contention  and  janglings,  and  as  a  perfon 

“  without  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  and 

“  without  regard  to  his  chriifian  brethren,  and 
“  letting  loofe  the  reins  of  an  extravagant 
“  tongue,  he  hath  broken  out'  into  many  un- 
“  godly  fpeeches,  railing  accufations  and  paf- 
"  donate  threatnings  towards  manv  of  his  bre- 
“  thren,  and  elders,  and  that  upon  llender  oc- 
“  cafions :  And  when  fome  in  chriftian  duty  have 
“  laid  before  him  his  unlavoury  words  and  un- 
“  chriftian  frame,  he  hath  treated  them  with 
“  vile  words,  and  abufive  language,  fuch  as  a 
“perfon  of  common  civility  would  loath:  It 
“  hath  been  too  frequent  with  him,  and  that  in 
“  a  tranfport  of  heat  and  paffion,  to  call  fome 
“  of  his  brethren  in  the  mini tlry,  and  other  el- 
“  ders,  and  that  upon  fmall  provocations  (if 
“  any)  fools,  ignorant  heathens,  infidels,  filly 
“  fouls,  liars,  hereticks,  rotten  ranters,  Mug- 
“  gletonians,  and  other  names  of  that  infamous 

“  ftrain, 
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“  ffrain,  thereby  to  our  grief,  foaming  out  his  c 
“  fhame :  And  further,  his  anger  and  envy,  be- 
“  ing  cruel  againff  us,  and  not  contenting  him- 
“  felf  with  his  harllinefs  againff  perfons,  he  pro- 
“  ceeded  in  bitternefs  of  fpirit  to  charge  our 
“  meetings  with  being  come  together  to  cloak 
“  herefy  and  deceit;  and  publishing  openly  fe- 
M  veral  times,  that  there  were  more  dodtrine  of 
“  devils,  and  damnable  herefies,  among  the  Qua- 
“  kers,  than  among  any  profeffion  among  the  pro- 
“  teffants.  He  hath  long  objedfed  againlt  our  dif- 
“  cipline,  even  foon  after  his  coming  among  us  ; 

“  and  having  prepared  a  draught  of  his  own, 

“  and  the  fame  not  finding  the  expected  recep- 
“  tion,  he  feemed  difguffed.  Since  which  he 
*£  hath  often  quarrelled  with  us  about  confef- 
“  fions,  declaring  that  he  knew  none  given  forth 
u  by  the  body  of  fnendi  to  h:s  fatisfaflion ,  and 
u  often  charged  moil  of  us  with  being  unfound 
“  in  the  faith.  We  have  offered  in  fe veral  meet- 
“  ings  for  his  fatLfadion,  and  to  prevent  ftrifc 
“  amongff  us,  and  for  preferving  the  peace  of  the 
“  church,  to  deliver  a  confeffion  of  our  chriffian 
“  faith,  in  the  words  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
“  Jefus  Chrilt,  the  author  of  the  chriffian  faith, 

“  and  in  the  words  of  the  apoffles,  and  difciples, 

“  his  faithful  followers;  or  we  would  declare 
“  our  belief  in  teffimonies  of  our  ancient  friends 
“  and  faithful  brethren,  who  were  generally 
“received  by  us;  or  we  would  concur  and 
“  agree  upon  a  confeffion  and  have  it  tranf- 
“  mitted  for  the  approbation  of  the  yearly  ineet- 
“  ing  here,  or  the  yearly  meeting  at  London  ; 

“  yea,  it  was  offered  unto  him  at  the  fame  time, 

“  that  a  confeffion  concerning  the  main  matters 
“  of  controverfy  fliould  be  given  out  of  a  book 
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°  V  P  “  ovvn  ’  ^Ut  was  ^g^ted  as  infufficient. 

“  The  Lord  knows  the  trouble  which  we  have 
“  had  with  this  unruly  member;  and  the  open- 
“  nefs  of  our  hearts,  and  well-wifhes  towards 
“  him,  notwithftanding  his  rage  and  violence 
againfi:  us,  and  of  the  endeavours  of  many  in 
“  this  place,  to  have  gained  upon  him  by  a 
“  friendly  converfe,  and  by  other  means,  nor 
“  inconfiderab'.e  to  a  brotherly  freedom :  But 
“  our  labour  hitherto  feems  to  be  as  water  fpilt 
“  upon  a  rock.  And  this  meeting  having  or- 
“  derlv  and  tenderly  dealt  with  him  for  his  abu- 
“  five  language  and  diforderly  behaviour,  he 
“  hath  not  only  (lighted  all  applications  of  gain- 
“  ing  him  to  a  fenfe  of  his  ill  treatment  and  mif- 
“  carriages,  but  in  an  infuking  manner  faid  to  ' 
“  the  friends  appointed  by  the  meeting  to  admo- 
“  nifn  him,  that  he  trampled  the  judgment  of  the 
“  meeting  tinder  his  feet  as  dirt :  and  hath  of 
“  late  fet  up  a  feparate  meeting  here,  where  he 
“  hath,  like  an  open  oppofer,  not  only  reviled 
“  feveral  friends  bv  expofing  their  religious  re- 
“  putations  in  mixed  auditories  of  fome  hun- 
“  dreds,  endeavouring  to  render  them,  and 
“  friends  here,  by  the  prefs,  and  otherwife,  a 
“  fcorn  to  the  profane,  and  the  fong  of  the 
“  drunkards;  but  he  hath  traduced  and  vilified 
“  our  worthy  travelling  friends  James  Dickenfon 
11  and  Thomas  Wilfon,  in  their  powerful  and 
“  favoury  minifiry,  whofe  fervices  not  only  here, 

“  but  in  mod  meetings  in  England,  Scotland 
“  and  Ireland,  are  well  known  to  have  a  feal  in 
“  the  hearts  of  many  thoufands.  He  hath  alfo 
“  within  a  few  weeks  appeared  in  oppoiition, 

“  as  it  were,  to  the  body  of  fiiends,  by  putting 


on  his  hat,  when 


our  well  received  and  re- 
“  commended 
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commended  friend  James  Dickenfon  was  ate  h  a  p 
prayer,  and  that  in  a  meeting  of  near  a ,  VI* 
thoufand  friends  and  others,  and  fo  going 
out  of  the  meeting  to  the  great  difquiet  there¬ 
of,  and  to  the  drawing  fome  fcores  into  the 
fame  oppofition  with  him,  by  his  ill  ex¬ 
ample.  And  by  thus  perfilting  in  his  repeated 
oppofitions,  hard  fpeeches,  and  continued  fe- 
paration,  and  labouring  like  an  unwearied  ad- 
verfary,  to  widen  the  breach  made  by  him, 
and  fo  abufing  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
meetings,  by  being  as  yet  under  that  cover  of 
being  owned  by  us;  we  are  hereby  brought 
under  a  religious  conltraint  and  to  prevent 
other  meetings  of  being  further  injured  by 
him,  to  give  forth  this  teltimony,  (trained  as 
it  were  from  us  by  his  many  and  violent  pro¬ 
vocations,  viz.  That  we  cannot  own  him  in 
fuch  ungodly  fpeeches  and  diforderly  beha¬ 
viour,  or  in  his  feparate  meetings ;  and  that 
we  difown  the  fame  as  proceeding  from  a 
wrong  fpirit,  which  brings  into  dil'order  in¬ 
wardly,  and  leads  into  diitradtion  and  confu- 
fion  outwardly ;  and  until  he  condemn  and 
decline  the  fame,  we  cannot  receive  him 
in  his  public  miniltry,  and  would  have  him 
ceafe  to  offer  his  gift  as  fuch  amongit  us,  or 
elfewhere  amongft  friends,  until  he  be  recon¬ 
ciled  to  his  offended  brethern.  And  as  to 
thofe  few  of  our  brethren  in  the  gift  of  the 
miniltry,  who  are  gone  out  with  George 
Keith,  into  his  uncharitable  and  dividing  fpirit 
(the  miferable  effects  whereof  many  of  us  have 
fufficiently  known  in  Old  England  and  other 
parts)  our  judgment  is,  that  while  they  con- 
Vo  l.  111.  Y  “  tinuc 
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c  ^  A  p-  “  tinue  fuch,  they  become  unqualified  to  the 

• _ “  work  of  the  gofpel,  as  degenerating  from  the 

1692.  “  guidance  of  God’s  blefied  and  peaceable  fpirit 
“  in  their  hearts  (from  whence  proceeds  the  ef- 
“  feflual  New  Teftament  miniftry)  and  be- 
“  ing  turned  from  the  peaceable  fruits  thereof, 
“  are  gone  into  uncharitablenefs  and  conten- 
“  tion. 

“  And  now  all  you  who  have  walked  in  fel- 
“  lowfhip  and  communion  with  us,  and  are 
“  drawn  afide  through  inconfideration  or  other- 
“  wife  into  this  fpirit  of  feparation  and  preju- 
“  dice  againfi:  our  meetings,  orderly  eftabiifhed, 
“  and  wherein  we  have  been  often  mutually 
“  refreshed  together,  we  cannot  but  in  the  fear 
“  of  God,  and  in  love  to  your  fouls,  admonifh 
“  you,  alfo  of  the  infecurity  of  your  prefent  Rate, 
“  and  that  therein  we  cannot  have  unity  with 
“  you,  and  unlefs  you  return  from  under  that 
“  fpirit,  drynefs  and  barrennefs  from  the  Lord 
“  will  be  your  reward.  And  fo  dear  friends 
“  we  exhort  you  all  to  behave  yourfelves  in 
“  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs,  and  peaceable  truth, 
“  upon  all  occafions,  but  more  efpecially  upon 
“  any  difcourfe  or  conference  with  any  of 
“  them  who  are  difcontented  among  you,  or 
“  have  flarted  afide  from  vou;  and  avoid  all 
“  heats  and  contentions,  in  matters  of  faith  and 
“  worfhip  ;  and  let  not  the  fait  of  the  covenant 
“  be  wanting  in  your  words  and  actions,  for 
“  thereby  the  favour  of  your  converfation  will 
,c  reach  the  witnefsof  God  in  them.  The  grace 
“  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrilf  be  with  you  all. 
“  Amen  ! 


“  Given 
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“  Given  forth  by  the  meeting  of  public  friends  c  Hvf  p 
“  in  Philadelphia  the  20th  of  the  4th  month, 

“  1692.  1692. 


“  Thomas  Lloyd, 

“  John  Willsford, 

“  Nicholas  Wain, 

“  William  Watfon, 
“  George  Maris, 

“  Thomas  Duckett, 
“  Jofhua  Fearne, 

“  Even  Morris, 

“  Richard  W alter, 

“  John  Symcock, 

“  Griffith  Owen, 

“  John  Bown, 

“  Henry  Willis, 

“  Paul  Sanders, 


“  John  Blunflon, 

“  William  Cooper, 

“  Thomas  Thackory 
“  William  Byles, 

“  Samuel  Jennings, 

“  John  Delaval, 

“  William  Yeardly, 

“  Jofeph  Kirkbride, 

“  Walter  Fawcit, 

“  Hugh  Roberts, 

“  Robert  Owen, 

“  William  Walker, 

“  John  Lynam, 

“  George  Gray/'’ 


George  Keith  having  drawn  a  confiderable  g.  K'ith 
party  to  join  him  in  his  oppolition,  now  fet  up  ‘ets  "P a 
a  feparate  meeting.  This  party  adopted  the  meeting, 
name  of  Quakers,  but  by  w-ay  of  diftin&ion  af- 
fumed  to  themfelves  the  ortentatious  appellation 
of  (  hrijhan  Quakers  and  Friends.  *  I  his  feparate 
meeting  foon  publifhed  a  counter  teftimony  lign- 
ed  by  twenty-eight  of  them,  difowning  all  thofe 
concerned  in  denying  George  Keith;  and  foon  acm.'/r 
after  that  another  paper,  which  they  entitled,  An  tcftiraoi-y- 
expojlulation  with.  Samuel  Jennings  Thomas  Lloyd 
and  the  reft  of  the  twenty-eight  unjujl  judges  and 
Jig  tiers  of  the  paper  of  condemnation  again  ft  George 
Keith  and  his  Jr  lends.  Both  thefe  papers  were 

Y  2  drawn, 


*  Vide,  Appeal  from  the  twenty-eight  Judges,  i-c. 
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c  KVA  p-  drawn  up  with  artfulnefs,  and  calculated  to 
l _ catch  the  humours  of  the  unwary  and  unffeady ; 

1692.  and  being  circulated,  and  puffed  with  all  the 
induffry  of  party  zeal,  a  wide  fchifm  enfued ; 
much  paffion  and  rancour  on  one  fide,  occafion- 
ed  much  painful  exercife,  vigilance,  circumfpec- 
tion  and  patience  on  the  other.  They  went  on 
venting  their  malevolence  in  one  defamatory  libel, 
after  another ;  injurioufly  mutilating  and  culling 
fuch  paflages  out  of  friends  writings,  public  tef- 
timonies  and  private  converfations,  as  might  beft 
ferve  their  own  partial  purpofes,  making  their 
own  comments,  and  putting  their  own  meaning 
upon  thefe  paflages,  in  order  by  fuch  unfair  pro¬ 
cedure  to  make  their  opponents  appear  unfound 
in  principle  and  ridiculous  in  practice;  facri- 
ficing  truth  and  equity  to  the  gratification  of 
their  envy. 

The  government  of  this  province  at  this  time 
being  placed  in  hands  which  William  Penn  had 
feleeded,  1  prefume,  from  the  mod;  fuitable  in 
rank,  character  and  abilities  amongfl:  thofe,  who 
had  accompanied  him  to  his  new  colony,  of 
whom  the  greater  number  being  of  the  people 
ca’led  Quakers,  many  of  this  people,  and  feve- 
ral  of  their  minilters,  were  put  into  offices  of 
magiftracy  and  of  government.  This  expanded 
the  field  for  party  prejudice  to  range  more 
widely.  George  Keith  had  early  brought  over 
to  his  party  one  William  Bradford,  the  Printer 
there,  whereby  he  had  a  ready  means  of  publifh- 
ing  all  his  defamatory  writings;  and  his  prefent 
difpolition  of  mind  inffigating  him  to  lay  hold 
upon  every  occation  to  depreciate  the  Quakers, 
and  deprive  them  of  that  place  of  effimation  with 
the  people  which  their  public  and  private  con¬ 
duct 
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du<ft  had  juftly  procured,  them,  took  occafion  chap. 
from  fome  late  public  tranfaftions*,  to  reflect  t  x*’_ 
upon  and  calumniate  the  principal  magistrates  l692 
for  their  judicial  proceedings  in  redraining  rob¬ 
bers  and  bringing  murderers  to  jultice.  f  in  this 
attack  of  the  maeifirates,  George  Keith  feemed  upon  the 
to  have  two  objects  in  view;  to  gratify  his  ma- for  the.r  ju- 
levolence  againlt  the  Quakers,  and  encreafe  the  dicial  re¬ 
number  of  his  adherents;  a  point  of  great  con-  lnss* 
fequence  with  him ;  for  feveral  of  the  Menonilts 
from  the  county  of  Meurs  (being  of  that  clafs 
of  baptifts  who  hold  magiflracy  unlawful  for  a 
chriflian  to  exercife)  had  removed  into  Penfyl- 
vania,  and  by  thefe  means  he  brought  feveral  of 
thefe  to  fide  with  him,  or  favour  his  caufe.  But 
this  liberty  for  more  properly  the  abufe  thereof) 
taken  by  Keith  and  his  partifans,  put  the  magi- 
ftrates  under  the  neceility  to  vindicate  the  laws 
and  excellent  conftitution  of  their  country,  un¬ 
der  which  they  adled,  and  which,  by  the  united 
teftimony  of  the  judicious  and  impartial  part  of 
mankind,  they  fupported  with  honour  and  juf- 

“  tice, 

*  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1691,  one  Babit  and  hi* 
crew  hole  a  fmall  floop  from  a  wharf  in  Philadelphia,  and 
going  down  the  river  committed  divers  robberies,  of  which 
information  being  given  to  the  magiftrates,  three  of  them  if- 
fued  a  warrant  to  take  them  in  order  to  bring  them  to  legal 
trial,  by  virtue  whereof  they  were  taken,  and  brought  to 
juftice.  The  magiftrates,  whogranted  the  warrant,  being  fome 
or  all  of  them  of  thofe  called  Quakers,  George  Keith  and  his 
adherents  made  their  comments  upon  this  as  a  proceeding  in- 
confiltent  with  their  principle  againft  bearing  arms,  and  dreft 
it  in  the  mod  aggravating  colours,  which  party  prejudice 
could  invent,  although  the  moft  he  could  make  of  it  was,  that 
a  Peter  Bofs  with  a  few  more  took  them,  without  gun,  fword 
or  fpcar. — Smith. 
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chap,  tice,  for  the  benefit  and  peace  of  the  ftate,  to 
proceed  againft  them.  Firft  William  Bradford 
1692.  the  printer,  and  John  Me. Comb  the  publifher, 
of  a  reflecting  paper,  were  by  a  warrant  from 
and  PPi,b-ter^ve  Magiftrates  taken  up,  examined  and  com- 
int.tr  of a  mitted  to  prifon,  but  difeharged  without  being 
p«ptr.m°-  brought  to  trial;  and  the  latter  was  afterwards 
pnicned.  fQ  jult  as  to  give  a  true  ftate  of  the  cafe.  George 
G  K  Keith  and  Thomas  Budd  were  alfo  prefented  by 
audT.Bcdd  the  grand  jury  of  Philadelphia,  as  authors  of  a- 
by  theted  not^er  tract  of  like  tendency  ;  this  prefentment 
grand  jury  being  profecuted,  the  matter  was  brought  to 
and  fined,  trial,  and  the  parties  fined  5I.  each ;  but  the 
fines  were  not  levied. 

Thefe  procedings  without  doubt  added  fewel 
to  the  flame,  and  exafperated  thefe  men,  and 
their  adherents,  to  represent  them  with  the  ufual 
partiality  of  the  fpirit  of  party,  to  raife  a  clamour 
of  perfecution  againlt  the  magiftrates,  who  con- 
fidering  the  mifehievous  deiign  and  tendenev  of 
thefe  publications,  to  introduce  diforder  and 
faction  into  this  ftate  in  its  infancy,  thought  it 
neceffary  to  prevent  the  fatal  confequence  of  fuch 
licentious  meafures  by  publifhing  the  following 
vindication  of  their  aforefaid  procedings. 

<£  At  a  private  feffions,  held  for  the  county  of 
“  Philadelphia  the  25th  of  the  6th  month,  1692, 

•  “  before 

“  Arthur  Cooke, 

“  Samuel  Jennings, 

“  Samuel  Richardfor 
“  Humphrey  Murray 
<c  Anthony  Morris, 
u  Robert  Ewer 


■Juftices  of  the  county. 
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“  Whereas  the  government  of  this  province  c  h  a  p. 

“  being  by  the  late  king  of  England’s  peculiar _ y 

“  favour  veiled  and  fince  continued  in  governor 
“  Penn,  who  thought  fit  to  make  his  and  our 
“  worthy  friend  Thomas  Lloyd  his  deputy  go- 
“  vernor,  by,  and  under  whom  the  magiftrates 
“  do  act  in  the  government, — and  whereas  it 
“  hath  been  proved  before  us,  that  George  Keith, 

“  being  a  relident  here,  did  contrary  to  his 
“  duty  publicly  revile  the  faid  deputy  governor 
“  by  calling  him  an  impudent  man,  telling 
“him  he  was  not  fit  to  be  a  £0  vernor,  and  that 
“  his  name  would  (link,  w  ith  many  other  flight- 
“  ing  and  abufive  expreilions,  both  to  him  and 
“  the  magiftrates  (and  he  that  ufeth  fuch  exor- 
“  bitancy  of  fpeech  towards  our  faid  governor, 

“  may  be  fuppofed  will  eafily  dare  to  call  the 
“  members  of  council,  and  magiltrates,  impu- 
“  dent  rafcals,  as  he  hath  lately  called  one  in  an 
“  open  afiembly,  that  was  conftituted  by  the 
“  proprietary  to  be  a  magiftrate,)  and  he  alfo 
“  charges  the  magiftrates,  who  are  minifters 
“  here,  with  ingrolEing  the  minifterial  power 
“  into  their  hands,  that  they  might  ufurp  au- 
“  thority  over  him,  faying  alfo,  he  hoped  in 
“  God  he  fhould  fhortly  fee  their  power  taken 
“  from  them  :  All  which  he  adted  in  an  indecent 
“  manner. 

“  And  further,  the  faid  George  Keith  with 
“  feveral  of  his  adherents,  having  fome  few'  days 
“  lince,  with  unufual  infolence,  bv  a  printed 
“  fheet  called  An  Appeal,  &c.  traduced,  and 
“  vilely  mifreprefented  the  induftry,  care,  rea- 
“  dinefs  and  vigilance  of  fome  magiftrates,  and 
“  others  here,  in  their  late  proceedings,  again  ft 
“  the  privateers  Babbit  and  his  crew  in 

“  order 
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c  p-  cc  order  t(f  bring  them  to  condign  punifhmerit, 
v — “  whereby  to  difcourage  fuch  attempts  for  the 
1692.  “future;  and  have  thereby  alfo  defamed 
“  and  arraigned  the  determinations  of  the  piin- 
“  cipai  judicature  againft  murderers,  and  not 
“  only  fo,  but  alfo  by  wrong  infinuations,  hath 
“  laboured  to  poffefs  the  readers  of  their  pamph- 
“  let  that  it  is  inconfiftent  for  thofe  who  are 
“  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  to  aft  as  magiftrates, 
“  which  if  granted,  will  render  our  faid  pro- 
“  prietary  incapable  of  the  powers  given  him  by 
“  the  faid  king’s  letters  patents,  and  fo  profti- 
“  tute  the  validity  of  every  aft  of  government, 
“  more  efpecially  in  the  executive  part  thereof, 
“  to  the  courtefy  and  cenfure  of  all  faftious 
“  fpirits  and  male-contents  under  the  fame. 

“  Now  forafmuch  as  we,  as  well  as  others 
“  have  borne,  and  ftill  do  patiently  indure  the 
“  faid  George  Keith  and  his  adherents,  in  their 
“  many  perfonal  reflections  againft  us,  and  their 
“  grofs  revilings  of  our  religious  'fociety,  yet  we 
“  cannot  (without  the  violation  of  our  truft  to  the 
*  king  and  governor,  as  alfo  to  the  inhabitants  of 
“  this  government)  pafs  by,  or  connive  at,  fuch 
“  part  of  the  faid  pamphlet  and  fpeeches,  that 
“  have  a  tendency  to  fedition,  and  difturbance 
“  of  the  peace,  as  alfo  to  the  fubverfion  of  the 
“  prefent  government,  or  to  the  afperfing  of  the 
“  magiflrates  thereof. 

“  rl  herefore  for  the  undeceiving  of  all  people 
“  we  have  thought  fit  by  this  public  writing,  not 
“  only  to  fignify  that  our  procedure  againft  the 
“  perfons,  now  in  the  fheriffs  cuftody,  as  well  as 
“  what  we  intend  againft  others  concerned  (in 
“  its  proper  place)  reipcfts  only  that  part  of  the 
“  faid  printed  fheet,  which  appears  to  have  the 

“  tendency 

J 


•tendency  aforefaid,  and  not  any  part  relating  c 
“  to  differences  in  religion,  but  alfo  thefe  are 
“  to  caution  fuch,  who  are  well  affedled  to  the 
“  fecurity,  peace  and  legal  adminiftration  of  juf- 
“  tice  in  this  place  that  they  give  no  counte- 
“  nance  to  any  revilers,  and  contemners  of  au- 
“  thority,  magiftrates  or  magiftracy,  as  alfo  to 
“  warn  all  other  perfons  that  they  forbear  the 
“  further  publifhing  and  fpreading  of  the  faid 
“  pamphlets,  as  they  will  anfwer  the  contrary 
“  at  their  peril. 

“  Given  under  our  hands  and  feal  of  the 
“  county,  the  day,  year  and  place  aforefaid/’ 

As  George  Keith  perfevered  after  all  in  the 
fame  line  of  conduct,  the  general  meetings 
thought  it  their  duty  to  confirm  the  judgment 
and  telfimony  of  the  monthly  meeting  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  whereby  they  had  difowned  him.  Firft 
the  quarterly  meeting  of  minifters  held  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  the  20th  of  the  4th  month,  1692:  And 
afterwards  the  yearly  meeting  for  Penfylvania 
and  New  Jerfey,  held  in  Burlington  the  7th  of 
the  7th  month  following,  publiihed  their  refpec- 
tive  teftimonies  of  approbation  of,  and  unity 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  monthly  meeting  of 
Philadelphia  in  his  cafe.  So  that  being  now7 
publickly  difowned  by  the  meetings  reprefer.ta- 
tive  of  the  w  hole  body  of  friends  in  thofe  parts 
of  America  where  he  dwelt,  and  the  meetings 
of  which  he  was  a  member;  we  are  now  to 
confider  him  no  longer  as  a  member  of  this  fo- 
ciety,  but  as  an  open  and  profeffed  adverfary, 
and  leader  of  a  fe^f  in  oppofition  to  them  :  Yet 
he  would  (fill  lay  claim  to  the  name,  although  he 
had  feparatcd  from  them,  and  made  a  dangerous 

fchifm, 
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C  Hvn  P‘  fchifm,  alledging  his  diffatisfadlion  was  only  with 
fome  unfound  Quakers  in  America  ;  but  he  was 
1692.  in  unity  with  all  faithful  friends  in  England. 

So  when  ftrangers  from  Europe  or  other  parts 
came  on  religious  vifits  into  thofe  countries,  he 
would  affecft  unity  with  them,  and  endeavour  to 
ingratiate  himfelf  into  their  favourable  opinion ; 
but  as  foon  as  they  difcovered  any  dillike  of  his 
proceedings,  he  would  give  them  little  better 
treatment,  than  he  did  the  colonifts.Two  of  thefe, 
Thomas  Everdon  and  Richard  Holkins,  travelling 
at  this  time  in  Penfylvania  in  the  exercife  of  their 
miniftry,  being  well  qualified  minifters,  and  men 
of  meek  and  humble  fpirits,  with  whom,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  former,  he  faid,  he  had  good  unity  : 
Yet  two  days  after  being  at  a  meeting,  where 
they  were  concerned  in  their  miniftry,  to  the 
edification  of  their  brethren,  he  rudely  and  openly 
oppofed  them,  calling  feveral  times  as  they 
were  proceeding  in  their  teftimonies,  hypocrites  ! 
hypocrites  !  And  Thomas  Everdon,  with  whom 
he  had  fo  lately  profefle.d  his  unity,  he  called  in 
the  face  of  the  aflembly,  confiding  of  feveral 
hundreds,  the  greatejl  hypocrite  that  ever  flood 
upon  two  legs. 

Thomas  Wilfon  alfo  and  James  Dickenlon 
from  Cumberland,  Great  Britain,  arrived  about 
this  time  on  a  chriftian  vifit  to  their  friends  in 
North  A.merica ;  and  being  minifters  eminently 
qualified  with  experience  and  abilities  to  mi- 
nifter  to  the  edification  of  their  brethren,  their 
arrival  at  this  feafon  was  of  great  fervice  in  thefe 
provinces;  both  to  recover  and  confirm  the  wa¬ 
vering,  and  to  admonifh  Geo.  Keith,  and  thofe 
that  joined  him,  cf  the  hurt  to  themfelves  and 
reproach  to  religion,  which  muft  neceflarily  fol- 
*  low 
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low  their  giving  way  to  fuch  intemperance  ofc  p- 
fpirit  and  conduct.  Thomas  Wilfon  hereby  in- 1 
curred  George  Keith’s  greateft  refentment  at  1692. 
firft;  but  afterwards  James  Dickenfon,  to  whom 
he  profeffed  a  great  amity  and  regard,  became 
equally  obnoxious  thereto,  the  occafion  whereof 
will  appear  by  the  following  extract  from  Tho¬ 
mas  Wilfon’s  journal. 

“  We  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  we  found 
“  the  difference  between  George  Keith  and 
“  friends  broke  out  to  an  open  reparation,  he 
“  having  gathered  a  company  to  himfelf,  and 
“  fet  up  a  feparate  meeting,  which  was  caufe  of 
“  great  exercile  to  faithful  friends ;  and  he  fee- 
“  ing  we  did  not  go  to  his  meeting,  fent  us  a 
“  challenge  to  difpute,  which  we  readily  cora- 
“  plied  with,  and  had  a  meeting  with  him  and 
“  his  party,  a  great  many  faithful  friends  ac- 
“  companying  us:  We  fat  a  while  in  filence  to 
“  hear  his  charges  againff  friends,  viz.  that 
“  fome  of  them  were  not  found  in  faith,  doc- 
“  trine  and  principle,  but  did  not  prove  it,  nor 
“  fuffer  friends  to  anfwer  him,  but  went  on  in 
“  railing :  We  made  remarks,  though  faid  no- 
“  thing,  which  raifed  a  great  defire  in  him  and 
“  his  abettors  to  have  another  meeting  with 
“  me  and  my  companion,  which  we  readily 
“  agreed  to. 

“  Sometime  after  having  divers  friends  along 
“  with  us,  we  met  again  with  the  faid  George 
“  Keith,  and  the  chief  of  his  abettors;  and 
“  being  quietly  fet  to  hear  what  he  had  to  fay, 

“  he  advanced  his  former  charge  againff  friends, 

“  as  being  unfound  in  faith,  doctrine  and  prin- 
“  ciple  unto  which  I  anfwered,  faying,  No  error 
“  in  Jauhy  d'Mrine  or  pr  inciple  of  particular  men 

“  (or 
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C  Hvf  P'  U  (or  Perfons )  was  a  [efficient  reafon  for  him  to 
i  u  fet  up  a  feparate  meeting.  He  oppofed  me; 

1629.  “  then  I  afked  liberty  to  be  heard,  and  told 
“  him  to  this  effect:  If  he  and  his  company  were 
“  found  in  faith  and  dottrine ,  and  men  of  God , 
u  they  Jhould  have  kept  up  their  teflimony  for  the 
Lord  in  the  meeting  ;  and  if  there  muji  have  been 
“  a  feparation ,  fuch  unfound  men  or  ( perfons ) 
“  would  have  gone  away  from  friends,  as  thofe 
“  did  formerly,  of  whom  John  fa  id,  they  went 
“  out  from  us ,  but  they  were  not  of  us ,  for  if 
“  they  had  been  of  us ,  they  would  no  doubt  have 
“  continued  with  us,  but  they  went  out  that  they 
“  might  be  made  manifefl,  that  they  were  not  all  of 
“  us.  I  alfo  afked  them,  whether  ever  they  knew 
“  faithful  friends  in  England  leave  their  meet - 
“  ing7  and  fet  up  a  Jeparate  meeting  ?  Thus  we 
“  left  the  difpute  at  that  time,  and  went  to  vifit 
“  the  meetings  of  friends  in  the  Welch  tradf  or 
“  plantation,  and  to  and  fro  in  the  country ;  fo 
cc  returned  again  to  Philadelphia,  and  had  a 
“  third  meeting  (very  large)  with  Keith  and  his 
“  party. — I  told  them,  they  were  gone  from  the 
“  Lord  in  an  airy  flour ifh ,  and  the  wit  of  man, 
“  and  had  fet  up  a  feparate  meeting ,  but  in  a 
“  little  time  the  fun  of  right eoufnefs  would  fhine 
“  amongft  them,  and  drive  away  the  mifty  dcc- 
“  trines  of  men,  and  that  they  (meaning  the  fe- 
u  paratifls)  Jhould  dwindle ,  die  away,  and  come 
“  to  nothing ,  except  fuch  who  were  moft  honeft 
“  (towards  God)  who  Jhould  return  to  truth  and 
“  friends ;  which  in  a  little  time  was  fulfilled  in 
“  both  refpecls. 

“  Now  leaving  friends  at  Philadelphia,  we 
“  went  into  the  country  to  a  meeting,  to  w-hich 
“  George  Keith  came,  and  afked  me  where  we 

“  would 
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il  would  be  on  the  firft-day  ?  faying  alfo,  that  he  c  h  a  p. 
“  had  appointed  a  meeting  to  be  the  next  firft  l  ^  l  '_ 
u  day  at  Crojswix ;  and  finding  freedom,  I  went  1692. 

“  thither,  but  my  companion  James  Dickenfon 
“  found  drawings  from  the  Lord  to  go  to  Phi - 
“  ladelphia  and  be  at  the  meeting  there  that 
“  firft  day,  to  which  George  Keith  came  con- 
“  trary  to  his  appointment,  and  leaving  his  fe- 
“  parate  meting,  met  with  friends  in  their  large 
“  meetir.g-houfe,  and  preached  fawningly,  as 
“  though  he  and  James  Dickenfon  were  in  unity, 

“  but  after  he  had  done  James  flood  up  in 
“  great  authority  in  the  Lord’s  -power ,  and  con- 
“  futed  George's,  do<5trine  and  practice,  fetting 
“  truth  over  him  and  his  party,  and  opened  the 
“  myftery  of  falvation  to  the  people,  to  their 
“  great  fatisfacftion  ;  after  which  George  Keilh 
“  went  away  in  great  wrath,  and  the  people 
“  who  were  not  friends,  being  many,  cried 
,c  aloud,  Give  way  and  let  the  devil  come  out ,  for 
“  the  little  black  man  from  England  has  got  the 
“  day;  after  which  George  called  his  party  toge- 
“  ther  to  their  meeting-houfe,  and  told  them 
“  that  James  Dickenfon  had  never  appeared 
“  againft  him  till  that  day,  but  had  then  made 
“  himfelf  equal  with  Thomas  IV ilf on  (meaning  in 
“  oppofition  to  him,  &c.”) 

In  fhort  George  Keith  had  fuffered  his  pafTion 
and  prejudice  to  imbitter  his  mind  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  few  or  none  under  the  name  of  a 
Quaker,  whofe  virtues  and  fervices  placed  them 
in  a  rank  of  eltimation,  and  were  too  fleadfaft 
in  the  faith  to  countenance  his  proceedings, 
efcaped  his  revilings  and  calumnies :  Since  his 
being  difow'ned,  he  fpent  his  time  about  Bur¬ 
lington,  Philadelphia,  and  other  places  adjacent 

amongft 
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chap,  amongft  his  difciples,  writing  in  his  own  and 
t  their  defence,  and  eflablifhing  them  as  well  as 

16^2.  he  could  in  his  novel  do&rincs  :  But  the  matter 
of  his  being  difowned  by  fo  many  meetings* 
fitting  very  uneafy  upon  him,  after  caufing  fo 
much  trouble  and  diffenfion  amongfl:  a  people,  re¬ 
putable  for  the  peace  and  good  order  in  general 
maintained  by  them,  in  America, he  fet  fail  for  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1694,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  intimate  friend  and  affociate  Tho¬ 
mas  Budd,  in  order  to  lay  his  complaint  before 
the  yearly  meeting  in  London,  and  as  the  fequel 
proved,  to  endeavour  to  foment  contention  and 
diforder  among  friends  in  England,  as  he  had 
done  in  America  :  Where  leaving  him  to  purfue 
his  journey,  it  feems  proper  to  break  off  this 
difagreeable  narrative,  to  bring  forward  the  af¬ 
fairs  and  tranfa<flions  of  friends  in  England  during 
this  period,  and  thenceforward. 

*  Befide  the  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  the  yearly  meeting  of  Burlington,  already  men¬ 
tioned,  friends  of  Bucks  county,  of  Maryland,  Long-Ifland 
and  others,  had  teftified  their  dilunity  with  the  proceedings 
©f  George  Keith  and  his  adherents. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Account  of  Thomas  Story’s  Convincement. — His 
Birth  and  Education. — Brought  up  to  the  Study 
of  the  Law. — He  conceives  Offence  at  fome  Ce¬ 
remonies  in  the  public  worjhip. — And  declines 
attending  it. — He  goes  to  a  Meeting  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple  called  Quakers. — In  which  feeling  a  divine 
Power  attending  his  Mind ,  he  foon  after  en¬ 
ters  into  their  Society. — Receives  a  gift  in  the 
Mmijtry ,  and  travels  much  in  the  ExerciJ'e 
thereof.  —Life  and  Char  after  of  Stephen  Crifp . 

— Application  for  an  Affirmation  Aft. — Death 
of  Queen  Mary. — Declaration  of  the  People 
called  Quakers ,  (Ac. 

In  this  year  Thomas  Story  joined  himfelf  in 
fociety  with  the  people  called  Quakers,  whofe  c  p. 

convincement  was  not  owing  to  the  miniltry  of _ _ , 

any  inftrument;  but  to  the  immediate  operation  1691. 
of  the  grace  of  God  in  his  own  heart,  of  which  ^h^mas  °f 
himfelf  hath  given  a  remarkable  narrative  in  the  story’s  con- 
journal  of  his  own  life.  He  was  born  at  Juf- vincement- 
tice-town,  near  Carlifle,  in  the  county  of  Cum- His  birth 
berland,  where  he  had  the  advantage  of  a  libe-  *;"dneduca* 
ral  education,  being  defigned  by  Ins  father  for 
the  lludy  of  the  law.  He  had  an  early  inclina¬ 
tion  to  folitude,  which  he  fometimes  fpent  in 
religious  thoughtfulnefs,  and  frequently  in  read¬ 
ing  the  holy  feriptures,  which  he  prized  and  de¬ 
lighted  in  above  all  books,  efpecially  the  New 
Te  (lament,  not  only  at  this  time,  but  in  the  fuc- 

ceeding 
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chap,  ceeding  ltages  of  his  life,  when  in  repute  for 

,  V‘L _  the  excellency  of  his  undemanding  and  his  ex- 

1691.  tenlive  learning. 

But  his  folitude  was  interrupted  by  a  plan  of 
education  accounted  genteel,  but,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  not  well  calculated  to  promote  religious 
enquiries  or  experience ;  being  put  to  learn 
fencing  and  mulic,  by  which  he  not  only  found 
his  mind  drawn  away  from  ferious  confiderations, 
but  he  contracted  fociety,  which  was  not  favoura¬ 
ble  to  religion. 

He  was  next  placed  with  a  counfellor  in  the 
Defined  for  country  to  commence  his  Rudies  in  the  law7  ; 

a  lawyer.  J  .  .  .  -  .  r 

preparatory  to  his  entering  one  of  the  inns  of 
court  for  the  completion  thereof,  where  being 
much  in  the  country,  in  a  fober  and  religious 
family  of  the  molt  moderate  fort  of  Prefbyteri- 
ans,  he  had  again  the  advantage  of  folitude  and 
little  company,  and  that  innocent,  fo  that  he  re¬ 
covered  his  former  ferioufnefs  in  a  good  degree. 
And  though  he  indulged  himfelf  at  times  in 
fome  youthful  airs,  yet  through  fecret  grace  he 
was  preferved  from  grofs  evils,  and  his  agreeable 
manners  gained  him  refpect  with  all  the  fa¬ 
mily. 

He  received  his  education  as  to  religion  in  the 
church  of  England,  but  as  his  mind,  intent  up¬ 
on  inveftigating  truth,  was  illuminated  with  a 
difcovery  of  fome  practices  which  appeared  to 
him  relicks  of  fuperltition,  and  in  no  wife  con¬ 
ducive  to  advance  pure  religion,  it  occafioned 
him  fome  offence  and  fome  doubts  of  the  propriety 
thereof.  For  the  family  removing  from  the 
Conceives  country  to  Carlifle,  he  was  diligent  in  attending 
iomTccre-  the  public  worfhip,  efpeciaily  at  the  cathedral, 
monies  in  where  the  turning  their  faces  toward  the  eait  at 

the  puolic  0  1 

worUrip..- 
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the  repetition  of  the  apoftle’s  creed  ;  and  at  the  chap. 
mention  of  the  word  Jefus  bowing  and  kneeling  VII. 
toward  the  altar-table  (on  which  wrere  two  com-  v — v — * 
mon  prayer  books  in  folio,  and  over  them  paint-  i69j- 
ed  on  the  wall  I.  H.  S.)  were  ceremonies  which, 
he  not  comprehending  the  ufe  or  benefit  of,  gave 
him  uneafinefs,  as  efleeming  them  relics  of  Po¬ 
pery  ;  and  although  he  continued  to  go  thither  a 
little  longer,  yet  he  could  not  comply  with  feve- 
ral  of  the  ceremonies  ufed  there. 

Afterwards  being  invited  to  a  chriflening  (fo  At  infant 
termed)  of  a  relation’s  child,  he  conceived  ad-baP:ifm- 
ditional  offence  at  the  ceremony  of  baptizing  the 
infant,  as’ apprehending,  we  have  neither  exam¬ 
ple  nor  precept  in  fcripture  for  the  manner  then 
praftifed  in  that  ceremony. 

Being  (till  attentive  to  the  reproofs  of  induc¬ 
tion,  which  are  the  way  to  life,  he  felt  them  a 
law  condemning  thofe  thoughts,  expreffions, 
paffions  and  affe&ions,  which  are  fixed  in  the 
firfl  nature,  and  rooted  in  the  carnal  mind  ;  and 
experienced  that  fpiritual  warfare  begun,  wherein 
he  felt  the  law  in  his  members  warring  againff 
the  law  in  his  mind,  and  faw  and  felt  many 
things  in  himfelf,  unnoticed  by  any  man,  but 
clearly  difcovered  by  the  meafure  of  light  he  was 
favoured  with,  to  be  obftru&ions  to  his  growth 
in  religion,  and  which  were  to  be  fubdued  and 
confuted  by  the  fpirit  of  judgment  and  of  burn¬ 
ing  ;  the  luff:  of  the  flefh,  and  of  the  eye,  and 
the  pride  of  life,  the  produce  of  every  foil,  and 
which  in  him  had  much  to  feed  upon  ;  the  ele¬ 
gant  airs  of  a  youth  well  bred,  flrength,  aclivity 
and  comelinefs  of  perfon ;  mental  endowments, 
and  competent  acquifition  of  literature ;  the 
glory,  advancements  and  preferments  of  the 
Vol.  III.  Z  world 
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chap.  world  fpreading  their  nets  before  him,  and  the 
vn*  friendfhip  of  the  world  beginning  ta  court  him 
l69,  with  flattering  addrefs. 

Forikkes  his  But  through  the  illumination  of  divine  light, 
former  ac-  anc[  afliftance  Gf  the  grace  of  God,  he  was 
enabled  to  deny  all  thefe  wrorldly  luffs,  and  to 
attain  moral  righteoufnefs,  and  fequefter  hjm- 
felf  from  all  his  former  acquaintances,  whofe 
manners  and  converfation,  though  not  vicious 
(for  fuch  he  never  affe&ed)  yet  as  they  had  not 
the  knowledge  of  God,  became  burdenfome  and 
irkfome  to  him,  in  the  prefent  ferious  and  en¬ 
quiring  date  of  his  mind. 

As  he  followed  on  to  know  the  Lord,  he  was 
favoured  with  deeper  and  clearer  manifeflations 
of  the  purity  of  true  religion,  and  to  the  fpiri- 
tual  eye  it  was  difeovered,  that  the  Son  of  God 
was  not  yet  effectually  revealed  in  him,  nor  the 
old  man  by  the  power  of  the  holy  crofs  fufEci- 
ently  mortified  and  flain  ;  which  encreafed  his 
internal  enquiry  after  eflential  truth,  and  his  at¬ 
tention  to  the  monitor .  in  his  own  bread  for  in¬ 
formation  ;  as  he  did  hot  know  of  any  in  all  the 
world  to  teach  him,  or  that  the  Lord  had  any 
people  then  on  earth,  owned  by  his  prefence 
with  them,  as  his  flock  and  family. 

After  a  feafon  of  deep  humiliation  under  the 
fenfe  of  his  being  fhort  of  that  purity*  w'hich 
was  difeovered  to  his  mind  as  an  objedt  to  afpire 
after,  being  ffrengthened  to  refign  his  foul  to 
the  divine  will ;  in  this  date  of  refignation,  the 
fun  of  righteoufnefs  arofe  in  him  with  healing 
and  redoring  virtue,  wrhereby  his  old  felf,  and 
the  whole  carnal  mind,  with  all  that  dwelt  there¬ 
in,  felf-love,  pride,  evil  thoughts  and  evil  de¬ 
fires,  with  the  whole  corruption  of  the  fird  date 

and 
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and  natural  life,  were  wounded  and  {lain,  his  c  h  a  p. 
mind  became  ferene  and  free  from  anxiety,  in  a  vn. 
date  like  that  of  a  little  child. 

Thefe  fecret  operations  were  confined  to  his  i69i>  A 
own  bread:,  fo  that  no  man  knew  any  thing  of 
them ;  only  an  alteration  was  perceived  in  him, 
but  the  caufe  unfeen.  He  put  off  his  ufual  airs, 
his  jovial  condudt  and  addrefs  ;  laid  afide  his 
fword  ;  burnt  his  inftruments  of  mufic  ;  di\  elled 
himfelf  of  the  fuperfluous  part  of  his  apparel, 
confining  himfelf  to  that  which  was  decent,  plain 
and  ufeful.  He  declined  the  public  worfhip  ;  He  declines 
but  not  with  a  defign  to  join  himfelf  to  any  other  woXp1' 
fett.  For  he  was  apt  to  conclude,  from  what  he 
had  obferved,  that  thefe  inward  manifeftations 
were  peculiar  to  himfelf,  and  that  there  was  not 
any  people,  with  whom  he  might  properly  af- 
fociate. 

Continuing  in  filence  and  folitude  he  ad¬ 
vanced  in  religious  experience,  and  with  this 
experience  his  inward  peace  and  confolation 
encreafed.  In  this  {fate  of  mind  he  was  Jed 
into  a  confideration  of  the  dates  of  many  per.- 
fons  in  the  national  way  of  worfhip,  as  alfo 
among  the  dillenters  of  divers  denominations  y 
for  although  he  received  his  education  id  the 
way  of  the  church  of  England,  he  had  no  aver- 
fion  to  any  clafs  profefling  the  chriftiari,  name ; ' 
but  occafionally  heard  fdveral  forts,  but  did  not 
fully  approve  any  feet  ifi  all  things,  as  he  came 
to  confider  them  clofely  •  yet  obferving  many, 
who  feemed  men  of  finc'drity,  and  to  have  good 
intentions  in  their  refpeftive  njodes  of  worfhip, 
he  began  to  queftidn  whether ‘it  might  not  be 
through  his  own,  fault,'  ft>r.  want  of  the  true 
knowledge  of  God  het^bfdfe,1  that  he  djd  not 

2  2  enjoy 
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chap,  enjoy  his  prefence  among  them,  as  he  had  done 
vii.  in  his  retirement ;  and  therefore  determined  to 
go  again  and  fee,  and  accordingly  he  went  to 
1691.  the  pUblic  worfhip  at  the  place  called  St.  Cuth- 
bert’s  in  Carlifle,  and  although  he  retired  in  his 
mind,  to  feel  after  the  divine  prefence,  as  he  was 
wont  to  do  in  his  folitary  waiting,  he  found  him- 
felf  veiled  in  darknefs,  and  enccfmpaffed  in 
trouble,  to  that  degree,  that  it  was  only  in  regard 
to  decency  he  could  prevail  upon  himfelf  to 
tarry  till  their  worfhip  was  ended,  which  being 
over  he  returned  to  his  chamber  in  trouble,  and 
wrent  not  among  them  any  more.  But  though 
he  declined  all  outward  worfhip,  determining  to 
follow  the  Lord,  wherefoever  he  might  fee  good 
to  lead  him  ;  yet  he  found  his  mind  clothed  with 
univerfal  charity  and  benevolence,  to  all  man¬ 
kind  of  every  denomination. 

In  his  folitude  at  a  certain  time  the  people 
called  Quakers  were  fuddenly^  and  with  fome 
furprize,  brought  to  his  mind,  with  an  impref- 
fion  fufficiently  deep,  to  induce  a  fecret  inclina¬ 
tion  to  enquire  after  them,  their  principles  and 
manner  of  worfhip. 

He  tnet to  a  An  opportunity  prefented  in  the  5th  month 
the  Quakers  1 69 1,  when  meeting  with  a  member  of  thaCT  fo» 
at  Brough-  ciety,  and  enquiring  of  him  concerning  fome 
points  of  their  religion,  he  perceived  no  mate¬ 
rial  difference  between  their  fentiments  and  his 
o-wn,  and  being  invited  by  the  friend  to  accom¬ 
pany  him  next  day  (being  the  firft  day  of  the 
week)  to  their  meeting  at  Broughton,  he  readily 
complied. 

The  meeting  at  their  arrival  being  fully  ga¬ 
thered,  he  fat  down  among  the  throng  of  the 
people  in  inward  retirement.  And  though  one 
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of  their  minifters  began  to  fpeak,  yet  his  atten-  chap. 
tion  was  more  turned  to  what  pafled  in  his  own 
mind,  w'ith  a  defire  to  gain  an  intelligence,  whe- 
ther  the  Lord  owned  them  with  his  prefence  in  l69‘- 
their  religious  aflemblies,  than  to  the  do&rine  at 
that  tiipe  delivered,  and  he  foon  received  a  con¬ 
vincing  evidence  of  what  he  defired  to  know7. 

For  not  long  after  he  fat  down  amongft  them,;n  which  he 
the  like  divine  power,  which  he  had  of  late  been IS  flvourerd 
tavoured  with  in  his  private  retirements,  over-  lation, 
fhadowed  his  mind  with  abundant  confolation ; 
and  whereas  from  general  obfervation,  he  had 
perceived  the  prevailing  formality  in  religious 
profeflion  amongft  the  various  feds  and  denomi¬ 
nations,  contenting  themfelves  in  that  religion, 
which  was  merely  the  effed  of  education  or  tra¬ 
dition,  he  was  ready  to  apprehend  himfelf,  like 
the  prophet,  alone,  in  this  inward  experience  of 
the  refining  work  of  the  wafhing  of  regenera¬ 
tion,  and  the  mental  confolation  in  confequence 
thereof,  he  now  perceived  that  herein  he  w7as 
miftaken  ;  for  he  was  convinced,  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  the  fame  divine  prefence  and  holy  influence 
attended  the  greateft  part  of  the  meeting,  and  which  he 
that  under  the  fhadow  of  the  wing  of  divine  w^the'caie 
power  they  fat  with  great  delight  :  Under  this  with  the 
edifying  fenfation  they  felt  themfelves  mutually  ofTh^ 1  art 
comforted  and  united,  and  made  one  another’s  meeting, 
joy  in  the  Lord.  For  the  friends  there  being 
generally  fenfible,  he  was  affedted  and  tendered 
with  them  by  the  influence  of  the  Truth,  they 
made  profeflion  of  and  concluded  he  had  at  that 
time,  and  not  before,  been  convinced  thereof, 
their  joy  was  as  at  the  return  of  a  peni¬ 
tent.  And  his  joy  was  in  the  view  of  reforma¬ 
tion  fo  far  advanced  in  the  earth  ;  when  not 

long 
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chap.  long  before  he  had  thought  there  had  been  fcarce 
vii.  any  true  and  living  faith  or  knowledge  of  God 
in  the  world. 

h  1 69  From  this  time,  he  continued  to  attend  their 

nues  to  at-  meetings,  as  he  had  opportunity,  and  as  he  be- 
tend  thdr  came  more  intimately  acquainted  with  them,  he 
meetings.  bands  of  near  unity  with  them  daily 

(lengthened,  and  was  not  amamed  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  occafion  openly  to  acknowledge  himfelf 
a  member  of  their  fociety,  although  fo  generally 
defpifed  by  the  world. 

At  the  time  of  the  affizes  at  Carlifle,  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  his  applied  to  him,  in  regard  to  a 
fuit  he  had  to  come  on  the  next  day  for  the 
greatefl  part  of  his  property  ;  and  Thomas  being 
the  only  witnefs  to  the  deeds  of  conveyance  he 
could  at  prefent  procure,  he  defired  him  not  to 
fail  giving  his  attendance  at  the  court  early  the 
next  morning.  Thomas,  in  anfwer  to  his  requeft, 
faid,  “  I  am  concerned  it  fhould  fall  out  fo  (for 
he  had  a  friendly  regard  for  the  man,  and  faw 
his  cafe  was  very  hard.)  “  but  I  wilTappear,  if 
{i  it  pleafe  God,  and  teftify  what  I  know  in  the 
tc  matter,  and  do  what  I  can  for  you  in  that 
“  way ;  but  I  cannot  fwear.”  This  anfwer  got 
the  better  of  the  man’s  patience,  fo  far  as  to 
jnake  him  in  a  paffion  reply  with  an  oath, 
44  What 1  you  are  not  a  Quaker  fure  !”  As  he 
had  neither  hitherto  received  from  others,  nor 
affumed  himfelf  this  appellation,  nor  as  yet  faw 
whether  he  had  fo  much  unity  with  all  their 
tenets,  as  might  juftify  him  in  adopting  the 
r.ai  e,  he  continued  flen  and  attentive  to  the 
truth  in  his  ovn  mind,  till  clear  in  his  under- 
Owns  him-  (landing  what  anfwer  to  make,  and  then  he  faid, 
mf  a  Qua-  «  j  muft  COnfefs  the  truth,  I  am  a  Quaker.” 
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This  plain  confeflion  encreafed  his  peace,  and  chap. 
his  acquaintance’s  perplexity  and  vexation,  whofe  vii. 
cafe  appeared  to  him  hereby  rendered  defperate  ;  v-"'v  J 
fo  that  in  the  height  of  his  paftion  he  threatened  ,69‘* 
to  have  Thomas  fined  and  proceeded  againft 
with  the  utmoft  rigour  o,f  the  law,  exclaiming, 

“  What !  mull  I  lofe  my  efiate  for  your  ground- 
“  lefs  notions  and  whims  ?”  Thomas  Story  was 
not  free  from  anxiety  in  confequence  of  this 
menace,  under  the  probable  profpedt  of  fining 
and  imprifonment,  and  of  little  help  from  his 
father  or  friends,  but  rather  of  their  difpleafure 
at  fuch  an  unaccountable  fcruple,  as  it  would 
appear  to  them.  After  fome  time  of  filent  me¬ 
ditation  he  felt  firength  to  refign  himfelf  to  the 
divine  difpofal,  under  the  confcioufnefs  of  a 
good  intention,  and  therein  found  his  anxiety 
vanilh,  and  his  mind  center  in  ferenity.  And 
next  morning,  as  he  was  going  up  to  the  court- 
houfe,  in  expectation  of  being  called  as  a  wit- 
nefs  in  the  cafe  aforementioned,  he  met  his  ac¬ 
quaintance  in  a  very  different  difpofition  from 
that  in  which  he  had  left  him  the  night  before, 
for  with  a  cheerful  countenance,  denoting  friend- 
fhip  and  affe&ion,  he  faid,  “  1  can  tell  you  good 
“  news ;  my  adverfary  hath  yielded  the  caufe, 

“  we  are  agreed,  to  my  fatisfaction.” 

He  continued  diligently  to  attend  the  meet-  He  receives 
ings  of  this  people,  where,  in  a  ftate  of  filence,  thc 
his  heart  was  frequently  tendered  and  broken,  1 
as  well  as  under  a  powerful  living  miniftry ;  ‘‘and 
fome  years  after  his  joining  this  fociety,  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  gift  in  the  miniftry  himfelf ;  and  de¬ 
voted  much  of  his  time  to  travelling  in  the  ex- 

ercife 
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ercife  thereof,  for  the  edification  of  his  bre¬ 
thren,  and  the  convincement  of  others,  in  moft 
parts  of  the  Britifli  dominions,  on  both  fides  of 
the  Atlantic.  There  were  few  of  his  cotempo¬ 
raries  more  diligent,  or  more  efteemed  for  their 
gofpel  labours,  than  he  was,  not  only  within  the 
fociety,  but  alfo  without  the  meetings  which  he 
vifited,  being  frequently  attended  with  a  nume¬ 
rous  concourfe  of  people  of  other  focieties. 

His  converfion  gave  confiderable  uneafinefs 
to  his  relations,  particularly  his  father,  chiefly 
becaufe  it  crofled  his  views  as  to  his  fon’s  rifing 
to  eminence  in  that  line  for  which  he  defigned 
him  ;  for  Thomas  clearly  perceived  that  the 
practice  of  the  law,  and  being  converfant  in 
frequent  fuits  and  contefts  of  the  world,  would 
difturb  the  peace  and  ferenity  of  his  mind,  ex- 
pofe  him  to  many  temptations,  and  be  the  pro¬ 
bable  means  of  preventing  his  advancement  in 
religious  experience,  and  an  obftruction  to  the 
fulfilling  of  his  duty,  he  therefore  finally  re- 
folved  to  decline  the  practice  of  the  law,  though 
the  only  thing  defigned' as  the  means  to  procure 
him  a  living  ;  accordingly  the  next  perfons  who 
came  to  employ  him  in  bufinefs  of  that  kind, 
he  refufed,  telling  them  he  fhould  not  under¬ 
take  bufinefs  of  that  kind  any  more. 

In  this  year  Stephen  Crifp  of  Colchefter  ter¬ 
minated  a  life  of  righteoufnefs  and  repute,  very 
much,  and  very  fuecefsfully  employed  in  propa¬ 
gating  the  doftrines  of  truth,  as  held  by  the 
people  called  Quakers,  amongfl  whom  he  was 
diftinguithed  for  his  labours  in  the  miniftry,  and 
for  his  eminent  qualifications  for  fervice.  He 
was  born  at  Colchefter  in  Efiex  in  the  year  1628, 
where  he  received  his  education,  at  a  time  when 
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religion  lay  much  in  feeking  after  truth  and  pu-  chap. 
rity,  rathtr  than  fettling  in  any  eftablifhed  form.  vn* 
This  friend  appears  to  have  been  one  of  thofe,  ^  1 

who  were  ferioufly  engaged  in  feeking  a  religion,  1  >2' 
wherein  he  might  find  reft  to  his  foul  ;  but  was 
feeking  many  years  before  he  could  find  it.  For 
from  an  early  age  he  had  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  therein  was  favoured  with  light  to 
diftinguifh  between  good  and  evil,  and  with  ear¬ 
ned  defires  to  obtain  power  over  the  evil  and 
corruptions  of  nature ;  that  he  might  purfue  af¬ 
ter  that  goodnefs  he  had  a  difcerning  of,  without 
obftru&ion  :  In  order  whereto,  he  became  a  very 
attentive  hearer  and  regarder  of  thofe  reputed 
the  beft  minifters,  and  even  at  this  tender  age 
gave  himfelf  up  to  reading,  and  reforted  to  hear 
fermons  with  as  much  cheerfulnefs,  as  other  chil¬ 
dren  reforted  to  their  play  and  diverfions  ;  and 
yet  could  not  meet  with  what  he  was  feeking 
after ;  power  over  his  infirmities,  nor  a  founda¬ 
tion  to  reft  upon  with  fecurity.  He  went  from 
preacher  to  preacher,  and  from  one  fociety  to 
another,  till  -wearied  out  with  his  fruitlefs  fearcli 
he  detached  himfelf  from  clofe  connection  with 
every  vifible  fociety ;  but  wandered  up  and 
down,  fometimes  to  one  feet  of  people,  fometimes 
to  another,  taking  a  fharp  infpection  into  their 
lives  and  doCtrines,  though  he  confeftes,  he  left 
his  own  garden  undrefled,  until  many  noifome 
weeds  overgrew.  He  began  to  take  delight  in 
airy  and  mirthful  company,  and  indulging  him¬ 
felf  in  a  participation  of  their  pleafures  ;  but  in 
the  midft  of  his  mirth,  the  reproofs  of  the  mo¬ 
nitor  in  his  own  breaft  followed  him  with  ftrong 
convi&ions,  and  finally  put  a  flop  to  his  devia¬ 
tion.  He  then  renewed  his  enquiries  of  one 
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CHAP,  kind  of  profelfors  and  another,  and  how  peace 
vii.  and  alfurance  might  be  attained.  Amongfl  the 
* — v— reft,  falling  in  with  the  baptifts,  they  told  him 
1692.  the  only  way  was  to  be  obedient  to  the  com- 
withVe’H  mands  and  ordinances  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  to  imi- 
baptifts  i*  tate  the  primitive  faints  ;  to  walk  in  church  or- 

baptized,  J  j  •  1  1  1  v 

ami  joiE&  der  and  communion,  v.'here  every  one  nad  the 
in  tbeir  ftrength  of  many  :  and  all  the  church  are  bound 
aiocu  to  watch  over  every  member,  lo  thele  ienti- 
ments  he  yielded  alfent,  joined  them  in  commu¬ 
nion,  and  fubmitted  to  their  mode  of  baptifm, 
expending  to  attain  thereby  greater  power  over 
fin  than  before  ;  but  found  it  not  to  be  the  bap¬ 
tifm  which  now  faveth,  being  only  a  walking 
away  of  the  filth  of  the  flefh  ;  which  conveyed 
not  the  ability  he  was  looking  for,  to  attain  the 
eflential  part,  the  anfwcr  of  a  good,  conference 
Becomes  toward  God  ;  and  though  he  ftrove  much  in  the 
more  re-  ftrength  of  his  owrn  will  and  wifdom,  to  fubdue 

ierved  in  his  .  .  ,  ,  .  .  ,  , 

con&udi,  his  inclination  to  levity  and  jocularity,  and  by  a 
more  flayed  and  fober  conduit  to  contribute  to 
the  reputation  of  the  religion  he  had  chofen,  that 
he  might  not  appear  to  have  run  and  changed  all 
hut  meets  in  vain,  yet  he  ftill  felt  that  he  continued  to  want 
whaThe  what  he  wanted  before,  power  to  gain  the  vic- 
■scanted.  toryover  his  corruptions;  he  therefore  was  in¬ 
duced  to  look  for  fomething  more  fubftantial 
than  figns  and  lhadows,  being  imprelfed  with  a 
belief,  that  a  way  would  be  revealed,  fuperior  to 
all  he  had  been  acquainted  with,  though  he 
knew  not  what  it  might  be. 

This  was  about  the  time  that  the  people  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  the  contemptuous  denomination 
of  Quakers  became  the  fubject  of  much  conver- 
fation,  generally  in  the  line  of  cenfure  and  con- 
.  tumely  ;  he  could  hear  no  good  report  of  them, 

only 
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only  they  were  univerfally  the  objefts  of  fcorn  chap. 
and  averfion,  evil  treatment  and  perfecution,  vii. 
and  that  they  were  remarkable  for  bearing  all  '—~v — ' 
the  injuries,  to  which  they  were  expofed  with  l692* 
patience.  This  feemed  to  have  a  different  ef¬ 
fect  upon  him  from  what  it  had  upon  many  of 
thofe  he  converfed  with  ;  for  he  w?as  in  expecta¬ 
tion  that  w'hen  this  way,  w'hich  he  looked  for 
as  more  perfect,  than  what  he  had  hitherto 
found,  fhould  be  difcovered,  it  would  be  hated 
and  perfecuted  ;  whereby  he  was  influenced  with 
a  ftrong  defire,  that  fome  of  the  minifters  of 
that  denomination  might  vifit  their  parts,  as  he 
heard  they  had  done  fundry  other  parts  of  the 
nation;  and  it  was  not  long  till  James  Parnel  He  iscon- 
came  to  Colchefter,  in  the  year  1655,  by  whofe 
miniftry  and  converfation  Stephen  Crifp  was  pies  of  the 
effe&ually  convinced,  as  hath  been  already  re- edc^ikm 
lated  in  its  place  *.  After  his  convincement  he  hy  the  mi- 
had  many  conflicts  to  endure,  before  he  attained  jamesPar- 
the  defire  of  his  foul ;  he  found  he  muff  put  off  “ti¬ 
the  old  man  with  his  deeds,  his  words,  his  ima¬ 
ginations  and  his  wifdom ;  take  up  the  crofs  of 
Chrifl,  and  bear  it  upon  him  ;  which  as  he  wil¬ 
lingly  fubmitted  to,  he  found  it  to  be  to  him,  that 
w'hich  he  had  been  feeking  from  his  childhood, 
even  the  power  of  God,  whereby  he  w'as  cru¬ 
cified  to  the  world,  and  the  world  unto  him. 

By  thefe  means  attaining  experience  in  the  re¬ 
deeming  work  of  true  religion,  he  became  in 
due  time  qualified  for  fervice  in  the  church,  firft 
in  the  difcipline,  in  the  care  and  overlight  of 
the  poor,  which  care  he  difcharged  with  fidelity, 
both  in  aclminiftering  advice  and  relief,  as  exi¬ 
gency 


*  See  Vol.  J.  page  182. 
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CHAP,  gency  required  ;  and  afterwards  in  the  work  of 
vii.  the  miniilry,  in  the  ex^rcife  whereof  he  wa5 
zealous  and  diligent,  travelling  much  abroad 
He  becomes  for  the  edifying  of  friends,  and  encreafing 
i  minifter  their  number,  being  made  inftrumental  to  con- 
them,  vmce  many  others  m  various  places  and  nations. 

His  firft  profpeef  as  to  going  abroad  to  exercife 
££?  his  gift  was  to  Scotland,  but  many  difficulties 
taid.  prefented  themfelves  in  his  way ;  his  own  ina¬ 
bility,  the  care  of  his  family,  his  fervice  in  his 
own  meeting,  were  pleas  which  he  would  wil¬ 
lingly  have  advanced  to  have  gotten  hitnfelf  ex- 
cufed  from  this  fervice,  but  found  he  could  not 
keep  that  peace  of  mind,  which  he  had  through 
faithfulnefs  meafurably  obtained,  and  which  was 
now  o.f  more  value  with  him  than  all  the  com¬ 
forts  and  conveniencies  of  life,  without  being 
faithful  to  manifefted  duty  in  this  profpeft ; 
wherefore,  after  vifiting  his  friends  in  fome  neigh¬ 
bouring  meetings  in  EfTex  and  Suffolk,  he  gave 
up  all  in  obedience  to  the  divine  requirings, 
and  arrived  in  Scotland  .in  the  ninth  month, 
16^9,  where  travelling  through  various  parts  of 
that  nation  that  winter  on  foot,  his  labour  was 
not  in  vain  in  the  Lord,  feveral  being  convinced 
thereby.  About  mid-winter  he  returned  to 
England  by  the  weftern  road,  through  Weft- 
moreland  and  Lancafhire,  &c.  as  he  had  made 
his  way  from  home  through  Lincolnfhire  and 
Yorklhire,  and  arrived  fafe  at  his  own  habitation 
in  much  thankfulnefs  to  that  divine  power, 
whefe  prefence  had  attended  him,  and  whofe 
providential  arm  had  preferved  and  Tailored  him 
in  peace  and  fafety  to  his  beloved  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren,  after  an  abfence  of  five  or  fix  months. 


He 
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He  divided  his  future  time  between  his  out-  chap. 
ward  occupation  and  the  requifite  care  of  his  vn. 
family,  and  the  filling  up  his  fervice  in  the  caufe  v— 
of  religion,  as  he  felt  the  impulfe  of  duty.  His 
fucceeding  travels  for  propagating  gofpel  truths 
were  frequent  through  the  greatefl  part  of  his 
life.  He  vifited  the  northern  and  weltern  coun-  He  victo¬ 
ries,  and  other  parts  of  England,  feveral  times 
over ;  but  the  care  of  the  churches  which  had 
been  gathered  principally  by  the  miniltry  of 
William  Caton  and  William  Ames  in  Holland  tut  Hdku-i 
and  Germany  (now  thefe  labourers  who  had  prmapi^ 
lived  amonglt  them  for  fome  time,  were  re- field  of  h» 
moved  by  death)  fell  molt  weightily  upon  him.  1°%"*  ^ 
He  eroded  the  German  ocean  no  lefs  than  thir- -<&***&. 
teen  times,  on  religious  vifits  to  thefe  countries, 
which  the  friends  of  thefe  parts  elteemed  a  fa¬ 
vour  of  divine  providence,  that  juit  about  the 
juncture  of  time  in  which  they  were  deprived  of 
the  fervices  of  the  aforefaid  minifters,  Stephen 
Crifp,  under  the  impulfe  of  love  and  duty, 
fhould  be  drawn  to  vifit  them,  to  exercife  Iris 
religious  care  over  and  his  miniltry  amonglt 
them.  In  the  difeharge  hereof  his  diligence  and 
his  attention  to  all  their  concerns  were  remark¬ 
ably  confpicuous,  not  only  in  his  public  mini- 
dry,  but  in  his  vifits  to  private  families  and  par¬ 
ticular  perfons  he  was  very  zealoufly  engaged  to 
impart  counfel  and  inltruction,  as  occafion  re¬ 
quired.  And  not  only  in  word  and  doctrine 
were  his  labours  exerted,  but  he  frequently  em¬ 
ployed  his  pen  for  the  fpreading  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  truth,  in  the  defence  thereof  againlt 
oppofers,  and  for  the  refuting  of  the  mifrepre- 
fentations  and  calumnies  railed  againlt  it.  His 
doctrine  at  firll  was  expounded  by  an  interpre- 
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chap,  ter,  but  afterwards  he  attained  a  knowledge  of 
vii.  the  Low  Dutch  language,  whereby  he  was  qua- 
'‘""v — '  lified  to  preach  to  them  in  their  own  tongue. 
*692.  jn  amongft  them  he  exercifed  the  office  of 
a  biffiop  without  the  title,  according  to  the  apof- 
tle’s  inftrudtion  to  Timothy,  2  Epift.  iv.  2. 
“  Preach  the  word,  be  inftant  in  feafon,  out  of 
“  feafon,  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort  with  all  long 
<c  fuffering  and  do&rine.” 

And  as  he  was  fo  eminent  for  his  ufefulnefs 
in  this  fociety,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  he  could 
efcape  the  perfecutions  to  which  all  his  friends 
were  expofed  in  the  age  wherein  he  lived.  Af¬ 
ter  his  return  from  Sccdand  he  ftaid  but  a  ffiort 
time  at  home  till  his  apprehenfion  of  duty  drew 
him  to  vifit  the  city  of  London,  and  from 
thence  to  proceed  to  the  north  of  England, 
where  his  labours  were  conducive  to  the  con¬ 
verting  of  feveral  people  from  darknefs  to  light ; 
and  while  he  was  profperoufly  engaged  in  his 
fervice  the  fifth-monarchy-men  'made  their  in- 
furrection,  in  confequence  whereof  a  general 
imprifonment  of  the  members  of  this  fociety 
eniued.  Stephen  Crifp  at  this  time  was  travel- 

His  impri-  |inSr  in  the  county  of  Durham,  and  being  at  a 

fonments.  •  p  •  rp  n  i«  •  tvt 

meeting  at  Simon  lownlend  s*  m  Norton,  was 
taken  thence  by  Captain  Bellafife  with  a  party  of 
foldiers,  with  lix  other  friends,  and  caft  into 
prilon  (nigh  two  hundred  miles  from  home)  as 
were  many  others,  to  the  number  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  ;  fome  taken  from  their  work  in  the  fields, 
others  from  inns  on  their  travels.  Here  he  was 
detained  in  prifon  till  releafed  by  the  king’s 
proclamation  the  next  year,  1661.  In  the  fame 

year 
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year  he  was  apprehended  at  a  meeting  at  Har-  chap. 
wich,  and  by  a  juftice  of  peace  there,  who  had  vii. 
ordered  his  mittimus  to  be  written  before  his 
examination,  committed  to  prifon.  In  the  year  J 
1663  a  grievous  perfecution  of  this  people  broke 
out  at  Colchelter b,  where  William  Moore, 
mayor,  exerted  the  utmoll  of  his  authority  to 
opprefs  them,  and  on  the  25th  of  October  for¬ 
cibly  broke  up  the  meeting,  and  committed  Sre- 
phen  Crilp  and  John  Pike  to  prifon ;  but  how 
long  he  was  detained  in  thefe  two  lad  impri- 
fonments  I  have  no  account.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1670  he  was  again  imprifoned  at 
Ipfvvich  in  Suffolk,  at  the  mitigation  of  a  prieft, 
who  had  contrived  to  get  him  imprifoned  about 
two  years  before  ;  he  was  now  committed  on 
the  act  of  the  14th  of  Charles  II.  which  enacts 
for  the  firfl  offence  a  fine  not  exceeding  5I.  or 
elfe  imprifonment,  not  exceeding  three  months. 

Upon  his  trial  at  the  affizes,  the  judge,  R.  Rainf- 
ford,  fuffered  his  paflion  to  get  the  better  of  his 
recollection  fo  far  as  to  condemn  him  in  the 
penalty  of  5!.  and  imprifonment  till  he  fhould 
pay  the  fame ;  but  afterwards  recognizing  his 
error,  he  fent  an  order  for  his  releafe  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  three  months.  In  the  latter  part  of 
the  fame  year  a  new  aCt  againit  conventicles 
coming  in  force,  Stephen  Crifp  was  again  taken 
by  ioldiers  from  the  meeting  at  Plorflydown* 
Southwark,  and  fined  ach  lor  pr-eaching  there. 

In  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  J>eing; much;  is  much  af¬ 

flicted  by  the  fiune,  he  was  difnbled  from  travel? 
ling, as  heretofore;  but  Hill  devoid  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  truth,  and  the  caufe  thereof,  and  pro- 
•  moling 
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chap,  moting  the  profperity  of  friends  therein,  he 
vii.  divided  his  time  pretty  much  between  his  native 
place  and  the  city  of  London,  as  the  place 
1692.  where  he  could  be  molt  extenfively  ferviceable. 
tCr*  ch‘irac'  He  was  very  diligent  and  exemplary  in  attend¬ 
ing  meetings,  in  preaching  the  gofpel,  in  pro¬ 
voking  to  love  and  good  works,  in  joining 
friends  in  the  city  in  their  felicitations  to  govern¬ 
ment  ;  circumfpect  in  converfation,  and  in  every 
practice  and  every  virtue,  whereby  he  might 
promote  the  peace  and  profperity  of  his  bre¬ 
thren,  and  edify  them  in  love  to  God  and  one 
unto  another.  In  the  exercife  of  his  miniftry 
he  was  ready  and  clear  in  expreffion,  agreeable 
in  his  manner  of  delivery,  and  preaching  the 
heartfelt  truths  of  his  own  experience,  he 
reached  and  affedted  the  hearts  of  his  auditory 
with  convincing  evidence  of  the  weight  and  truth 
of  his  dodtrine.  The  meetings  which  he  attend¬ 
ed  were  frequently  crowded  by  a  relort  of  people 
of  other  profeffions,  both  at  home  and  in  his 
foreign  travels,  being  efteemed  by  others,  as  well 
as  friends,  an  eminent  minifier  of  the  gofpel. 

He  was  alfo  a  very  ufeful  member,  and  well 
qualified  for  fervice  in  the  difcipline  of  the  fo- 
ciety,  being  a  man  of  a  good  natural  under- 
ftanding,  of  acute  difcernment  and  penetration, 
whereby  he  was  enabled  to  give  found  judgment 
in  matters  under  deliberation  in  meetings  of 
difcipline.  He  was  not  only  charitably  engaged 
in  a  religious  care  over  the  members  of  the  fo- 
ciety  for  their  prefervation  from  evil  and  encou¬ 
ragement  in  well-doing,  but  adtively  afiiftant  to 
his  friends  and  others,  efpecially  widows  and 
orphans,  by  advice  and  otherwife,  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement 


PEOPLE  called  QJJ  AKERS.  369 

nagement  of  their  outward  affairs,  for  which  he  c  h  a  p. 
had  a  capacity  beyond  many.  vw* 

Having  thus  fpent  a  life  here  of  devotion  to 
the  fervice  of  God  and  man,  he  was  well  pre-  H  's  ,^11. 
pared  for  his  tranflation  to  a  better.  His  dif-  nets,  and 
order  gathering  ffrength,  he  fuffered  great  bo-  thefsin.'  13 
dily  pain,  which  he  bore  with  exemplary  pa¬ 
tience  to  the  laft.  George  Whitehead  vifiting 
him  about  four  days  before  his  deceare,  he  fcid, 

I  fee  an  end  of  mortality ,  but  cannot  come  at  it. 

I  defire  the  Lord  to  deliver  me  oui  of  this  ■trouble- 
fame  and  painful  body  :  yet  there  is  no  d  ud  in 
my  way  ;  I  have  full  affurance  of  my  peace  with 
God  in  Chrijl  Jefus ,  my  integrity  and  uprigbtnefs 
of  heart  is  known  to  the  Lord ,  and  I  have  peace 
and  juf  ifi cation  in  Chrijl  Jefus ,  who  made  me  fo 
[upright  in  the  fight  of  God.]  To  another  he 
faid,  I  have  fought  the  good  fight  of  faith ,  and 
have  run  my  courfe ,  and  am  waiting  for  the  crown 
of  life  that  is  laid  up  for  me.  And  to  another. 

Serve  the  truth  for  the  fimple  truth's  fake ,  and 
it  will  preferve  thee  as  it  hath  done  me.  He 
defired  his  dear  love  in  Chrift  Jefus  to  be  re¬ 
membered  to  all  his  friends,  and  on  the  28th 
day  of  the  9th  month,  1692,  he  departed  this 
life  at  Wandfworth  in  Surry  near  London,  in 
the  64th  year  of  his  age.  His  body  was  re¬ 
moved  to  the  meeting-houfe  in  Grace-Church- 
flreet,  London,  and  from  thence  accompanied 
by  many  friends  and  others  to  friends’  burying 
ground  at  Bunhill  fields.  Several  lively  tefli- 
monies  were  borne  to  the  power  of  that  truth, 
whereby  he  had  been  made  honourable  through 
life,  and  rendered  happy  at  his  clofe. 

A  a 
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'I  liis  focicty 
apply  to 
parliament 
for  an  a&, 
to  accept 
their  folrmn 
affirmation 
inflead  of 
an  oath. 


The  people  called  Quakers,  who  were  flill 
fubjedt  to  many  great  injuries  and  inconvenien- 
cies  by  reafon  of  their  confcientious  fcruple  to 
take  an  oath,  were  encouraged  by  the  apparently 
more  liberal  and  moderate  temper  of  the  times, 
in  confequence  of  the  late  revolution,  to  apply 
by  petition  to  the  parliament  for  relief  in  this 
cafe,  praying  that  a  bill  might  be  enadted,  by 
which  their  folernn  affirmation  or  negation  might 
be  admitted  inflead  of  a  formal  oath.  The 
petition  wras  read  and  referred  to  a  commit¬ 
tee,  who  reported,  Upon  the  whole ,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  committee ,  that  the  Quakers  ought 
to  be  relieved  according  to  the  prayer  of  their  pe¬ 
tition. 

But  inveterate  prejudices  were  yet  too  flrong, 
and  the  accuftomed  propenfity  to  perfecution, 
too  prevalent  with  many  of  the  members  of  the 
parliament,  to  yield  them  the  defired  relief. 
The  opponents  of  the  bill  found  means  to  retard 
its  progrefs,  and  to  prevent  it  from  paffing  this 
feffion.  Friends  renewed  their  application  the 
fucceeding  year,  and  having  drawn  up  a  (late 
of  their  cafe  in  refpect  to  oaths,  figned  in  their 
behalf  by  Theodore  Eccleflone,  they  prefented  it 
to  the  members  of  parliament,  being  as  fol¬ 
lowed!  : 
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c<  A  brief  reprefentation  of  the  Quakers  cafe  chap. 
“  of  not  fwearing  ;  and  why  they  might  vii. 

“  have  been,  and  yet  may  be  relieved  there-  1 — 

“  in,  by  parliament.  i694> 

“  ’Tis  a  certain  truth,  that  among  Chriftians,  Thereupon 
and  Proteftants  efpecially,  there  are  divers 
particular  things  about  religion,  confcienti- their  behalf, 
oufly  fcrupled  by  fome  as  unlawful,  that  others  members  of 
efteem  orthodox  :  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  parliament 
be  wondered,  that  the  Quakers  differ  from  utiorTof11" 
many  others  (though  not  from  all)  in  this their  cafe- 
cafe  of  oaths  ;  they  believing  they  are  abso¬ 
lutely  forbid  to  fwear  in  any  cafe,  by  that 
pofitive  command  of  Chrill,  Matth.  v.  34. 
and  the  earned  exhortation  of  his  apoflle, 

James  v.  12.  And  that  this  is  undeniably 
their  Chriftian  perfuanon,  is  evidenced  by 
their  fufferings  thefe  many  years  for  not 
fwearing. 

“  And  therefore  their  cafe  may  be  worth  the 
charitable  notice  of  the  government,  by  law 
to  relieve  them  therein  ;  and  not  for  their  re¬ 
ligious  perluafion,  to  continue  them  and  their 
families  expofed  to  ruin,  who  among  their 
neighbours  cheerfully  pay  to  the  Support  of 
the  government,  and  by  their  trades  and  in- 
duflry  (according  to  their  capacities)  advance 
the  national  ftock. 

“  It  may  therefore  be  humbly  offered,  that  it 
is  not  the  intereff  of  the  government  to  refufe 
them  relief. 

“  Their  induftry  in  trade,  both  at  fea  and 
land,  bringing  profit  to  the  government,  as 
well  as  others  ;  the  flation  they  Hand  in,  as 
merchants,  fanners,  manufa£tors,  improvers 
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“  of  lands  and  flocks,  is  advantageous  to  their 
“  neighbours  as  truly  as  others.  And  as  it  feems 
“  not  the  interefl  of  the  government  in  general, 
“  that  they  fhould  be  any  ways  difcouraged  in 
<c  honed  indudry,  fo  neither  is  it  the  intered 
“  of  an  eminent  part  of  the  government,  that 
“  they  fhould  not  be  relieved,  viz.  the  judges. 

“  For  the  frequent  fuits  that  are  brought 
<c  againd  the  Quakers,  before  the  Chancery  and 
“  Exchequer  judges,  are  no  doubt  very  trou- 
“  blefome  and  burthenfome,  by  the  difficulty  of 
<s  getting  at  a  jud  iflue,  for  want  of  fwearing  ; 
“  whereby  judice  is  delayed,  and  their  caufes 
“  often  held  very  long ;  and  no  doubt  when 
“  jud  judges  fee  the  Quakers  wronged  and 
“  abufed,  and  cannot  relieve  them,  it  is  irkfome 
“  to  them :  fo  that  it  is  humbly  conceived,  it 
£C  would  be  a  great  eafe  to  thofe  courts,  to  have 
“  the  Quakers  relieved  in  this  cafe  of  oaths. 

“  Neither  is  it  without  advantage  to  the 
“  king’s  other  courts,  to  be  able  to  ufe  the 
“  evidence  of  one  who  is  now  a  Quaker,  that 
“  perhaps  was  not  fo  fome  years  ago ;  when 
“  he  was  a  witnefs  to  a  bill,  bond,  book-debt, 
“  or  deed  of  indenture  ;  or  when  he  was 
“  deward  or  trudee,  or  fervant,  either  to  per- 
“  fons  of  quality,  or  to  others  of  trade,  or 
“  edate.  • 

“  Nor  may  their  tedimony  be  unufeful  to 
<£  coroners,  in  cafe  of  unnatural  deaths  ;  nor 
££  inconvenient  in  cafes  of  trefpafs  or  felony, 
“  &c. 

“  And  it  is  farther  propofed,  that  it  is  not  the 
“  intered  of  the  fubjecl  to  continue  them  un- 
“  relieved  :  for  it  is  not  the  intered  of  thofe 
“  the  Quakers  are  indebted  to  ;  becaufe,  though 

“  fuch 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS. 

“  fuch  may  fue  and  harafs  the  Quakers  in c 
“  perfon  and  eftate,  yet  they  may  long  want  a 
“  decifion  of  their  debt  or  claim,  as  to  the  right 
“  of  it,  for  want  of  an  anfwer  upon  oath. 

“  It  is  not  the  interell  of  thofe  they  are  con- 
“  cerned  with,  in  any  doubtful  cafe,  becaufe  of 
“  the  difficulty  to  come  to  trial. 

“  And  for  thofe  that  owe  money  to  the 
“  Quakers,  to  be  allowed  to  fly  into  Chancery 
<c  for  a  refuge,  to  obftruct  paying  juft  debts,  is 
“  fuch  an  injury,  as  it  is  hoped  no  one  that 
“  is  rational  will  countenance,  or  defire  ffiould 
“  be  continued  upon  them.  And  may  it  not 
“  then  be  atlerted,  that  it  is  no  honeft  man’s 
“  true  and  juft  intereft,  (to  have  the  Quakers 
“  denied  relief)  no  not  the  gown-men  of  Weft- 
“  minfter-hall,  whofe  few  fees  from  the  Quakers, 
“  as  plaintiffs,  might  fuggeft  (though  unduly) 
“  that  they  have  no  long-tailed  debts  to  fue  for, 
“  nor  titles  to  recover  ;  but  if  they  fo  fuppofe, 
“  it  is  a  miftake,  for  it  is  rather  their  defpair 
“  of  relief,  and  their  well-known  inability  to 
“  purfue  a  caufe,  that  is  their  common  deter- 

ment  to  begin. 

“  So  that  of  all  caufes  that  crowd  thofe  courts, 
“  few  are  brought  by  the  Quakers,  though  they 
“  may  need  it  as  much  as  others,  to  the  great 
“  lofs  of  the  learned  in  the  law,  as  well  as  the 
“  poor  injured  (  Vuaker. 

“  And  one  might  think,  it  were  great  pity  an 
“  induftrious  people  ffiould  be  kept  liable  to  all 
“  injurious  fuits,  and  fo  much  barred  from  fuing 
“  lor  their  rights,  be  their  caufe  ever  fo  reafon- 
“  able,  juft  or  neceflary. 

“  Seeing  their  relief  is  to  them  fo  needful, 
“  fo  hannlefs  to  all,  and  fo  ufefu)  to  the  govern- 

“  ment, 
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ment,  and  their  neighbours ;  let  us  a  little 
confider  the  common  objections,  which  may 
be  fummed  up  in  Ihort  thus : 

“  Firft  objection,  How  Jhall  we  then  be  at  a 
certainty  ? 

“  Secondly,  Why  Jhould  the  laws  be  altered  for 
them  ?  For , 

££  Thirdly,  It  would  be  to  rafe  old  founda¬ 
tions  : 

££  Fourthly,  And  let  them  into  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

££  "Which  it  is  hoped  will  not  be  difficult  to 
anfwer  one  by  one,  and  that  to  reafonable  fa- 
tisfattion. 

££  And  to  the  firft,  viz.  The  doubt  of  certainty. 
It  may  be  rationally  affirmed,  that  whofoever 
is  bound  to  tell  the  truth,  (efpecially  againft 
men’s  own  intereft,  where  the  temptation,  if 
any,  mainly  lies)  fuch  are  either  fo  bound  by 
the  law  of  God,  or  the  laws  of  men,  or 
both. 

££  Now  the  obligations  by  the  law  of  God 
are  binding  on  good  men,  whether  they  give 
anfwers  on  oath,  or  on  their  folemn  affirma¬ 
tion  in  the  fear  of  God  ;  and  knaves  are  only 
bound  by  the  penal  laws  of  men  ;  which  if 
made  equally  fevere,  to  thofe  that  give  falla¬ 
cious  anfwers,  as  well  without  oath  as  by  oath, 
would  be  equally  effectual  and  binding,  both 
to  them  that  give  anfwers  without  fwearing, 
and  to  them  that  fwear. 
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“  The  fecond  objedion,  that  it  would  be  an  c  H  A  p 
“  alteration  of  the  law ;  not  of  the  fubftance  of  VI1, 

<s  the  law,  but  of  a  circumftance  j  and  if  that  ^ 

“  hath  no  detriment  in  it,  but  that  the  altera-  i694- 
“  tion  be  really  an  amendment,  and  a  conve- 
“  niency  to  an  honelt,  induflrious  people,  pray 
“  Vvhy  fhould  it  not  be  done?  what  feffions  of 
“  parliament  is  there  that  paffes,  but  fome  law 
“  or  other  is  made  for  the  eafe,  fecurity,  or 
“  relief  of  the  fubjed  ? 

“  If  foreigners  are  too  hard  for  our  fea-faring 
“  people,  out  goes  an  ad  of  navigation  to  pre- 
“  vent  it. 

“  If  our  poor  at  home  want  filk  to  work  with, 

“  how  foon  is  it  granted,  fnotwithftanding  the 
“  fame  ad)  to  come  over  land,  and  not  diredly 
“  in  fhipping  from  the  places  of  its  produce,  as 
“  the  faid  ad  before  did  enjoin  :  and  fhall  the 
“  eafe  of  trade  be  fo  foon  granted  againft  a 
“  politive  flatute  ;  and  the  eafe  of  confcience  be 
“  fo  long  denied  in  this,  as  pofitive  a  command 
“  of  (Thrift,  at  lead  really  fo  believed  and  ac- 
<e  cepted  ? 

“  And  for  the  third  objedion,  that  it  is  to 
<l  rafe  old  foundations.  Anfwer,  No,  as  it  was 
“  faid,  it  is  rather  to  mend  them  ;  a  proper 
“  work  for  parliaments. 

“  Did  not  parliaments  abrogate  Popery,  with 
“  all  its  claim  of  antiquity  ?  did  not  a  parlia- 
“  ment  make  the  ad  of  Habeas  Corpus  againft 
“  the  claim  of  prerogative?  and  was  it  more 
“  reasonable  to  Secure  the  fubjed  from  perpe- 
“  tual  imprifonment  by  a  king  without  trial, 

“  than  it  is  to  Secure  one  fubjed  from  impri- 
“  foning  another  till  death,  for  not  giving  an 
“  anfwer  in  Chancery  or  Exchequer  upon  oath  ? 

“  does 


HISTORY  of  the 


376 

CHAP.«  does  it  belong  to  parliaments  to  fecure  other 
V11-  44  fubjects  in  their  eftates,  liberties,  and  proper- 

'  “v  ‘  44  ties?  and  is  it  unparliamentary  to  fecure  the 
1094.  ci  Quaker’s  from  fequeftrations  againft  their  whole 
44  eftates  ?  becaufe  they  dare  not  comply  to  a 
44  circumftance  of  the  law  ;  when  as  they  un- 
44  derftand  it)  it  is  againft  an  exprefs  command 
44  of  Chrift  ?  furely  no  :  and  therefore  their  re- 
44  lief  in  parliament  is  a  fitting  cafe  to  be  there 
44  tenderly  taken  notice  of,  and  provided  for. 

44  May  it  not  then  be  well  worth  the  while 
44  for  this  prefent  parliament  to  relieve  thefe 
44  diftreffed  people,  and  afford  their  fuffering 
44  cafe  redrefs  ?  that  thereby  their  caufes  may 
44  the  fooner  come  to  an  iffue,  whether  they 
44  fue  for  juft  debts,  or  are  fued,  whereby  many 
44  unjuft  and  vexatious  fuits*;  by  injurious  and 
44  litigious  perfons,  may  be  prevented,  which 
44  have  often  tended  rather  to  the  Quakers’  ruin, 
44  and  others  damage,  than  recovery  of  their 
44  right. 

44  As  to  the  fourth  objection.  That  it  will  tend 
44  to  let  them  into  their  governme?it :  For  anfwer 
“  thereto,  bar  that  as  hard  as  you  pleafe  ;  only 
44  do  not  let  the  fuppofal  of  that,  from  which 
44  fo  eaftly  and  fo  willingly  they  may  be  ex- 
44  eluded,  be  a  hindrance  to  that  eafe  and  be- 
44  nefit  the  government  may  fo  eaftly  afford 
44  them. 

✓  44  But  now  while  you  have  opportunity  by 

44  the  ftation  Providence  hath  placed  you  in, 
44  pray  be  you  of  fuch  noble,  generous  fpirits, 
44  as  to  relieve  them,  though  they  differ  from 
44  you  in  the  conftruction  of  a  text  they  efteem 
44  plain  and  pofttive  on  their  fide,  and  from 
44  which  they  dare  not  fwerve,  having  therein 

44  the 
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44  the  concurrence  of  many  ancient  fathers,  and  CHAP. 
44  martyrs,  and  fmce  them  the  Menifts,  and  VIK 
44  of  late  Francis  Ofbourne,  Efq;  in  his  Political 
46  Reflections,  7th  edition,  p.  319,  who  treat-  chryfoitom, 
44  inn  of  judicial  cafes,  calls  not  fwearin?  a  s,win* 
44  yielding  a  fincere  and  faithful  obedience  topeaitothe 
44  the  precept  oi  our  Saviour,  fwear  not  at  all , 

44  which  (fays  he)  the  corrupt  glofi'es  of  expofi-  Brute’s  de. 
44  tors  labour  much,  though  all  in  vain,  to 

44  eillde.  monuments, 

44  And  Swinderby  in  his  appeal  to  the  king,  „°w  edition 
44  complaining  of  the  errors  of  the  Papifts,  fays  Young’s 
44  thus.  As  Chrijt  forbids  /wearing,  fo  (fays  he)  f0f  ^o^jd 
44  the  Pope  juftifietb  j wearing ,  and  compels  tnen  to  olition.with 

abundance 

Jwear .  0f  others. 

44  Which  no  man  can  rationally  fay,  is  only 
44  fpoken  of  fwearing  in  communication,  for  his 
44  complaint  is  againft  j  unifying  fwearing,  and 
“  compelling  men  to  fwear,  which  cannot  be 
44  pretended  to  mean  other  than  folemn  fwear- 
44  ing  ;  for  no  age,  that  we  read  of,  did  ever 
44  authorize  profane  fwearing,  much  lefs  compel 
44  to  it. 

44  Since  therefore  not  only  profane  fwearing, 

44  but  alfo  folemn  fwearing,  was  early  complained 
44  of  by  Proteftants,  let  it  not  feem  ftrange  to 
44  any,  that  the  Quakers  now  fcruple  fwearing, 

44  and  for  eafe  therein  have  often  fought  relief  in 


44  parliament,  the  proper  place. 

44  Seeing  then  they  believe,  they  have  the  au- 
44  thority  of  Chrift’s  command,  and  the  apoftle’s 
44  exhortation,  and  the  martyrs  doctrine  on  their 
44  fide  ;  though  divers  of  you  are  not  fo  per- 
44  fuaded. 

44  Yet  let  the  world  behold  your  juftice  and 
44  willingnefs  (according  to  your  power)  to  do 

44  good 
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44  good  to  all  the  honefl  and  induftrious  people, 
44  you  both  reprefent  and  govern :  by  enacting, 
44  That  their  folemn  affirmation  ffiall  be  accepted  in 
44  lieu  of  an  oath  ;  and  all ,  that  falfify  therein , 
44  ffiall  be punifhed  equally  with  perjured perfons. 

44  It  having  been  made  appear  to  a  committee 
44  of  this  parliament,  [Dec.  2,  1692]  that  they 
44  are  expofed  to  great  hardlhips,  as  aforefaid, 
44  and  not  themfelves  only,  but  others  alfo ; 
44  (which  was  the  cafe  of  a  member  or  two  of 
44  this  prefent  parliament.) 

44  So  that  upon  the  whole  matter,  the  faid 
44  committee  were  of  opinion,  and  did  report  it 
44  to  the  houfe,  That  the  Quakers  ought 

44  TO  BE  RELIEVED  ACCORDING  TO  THE  PRAYER 

44  of  their  petition,  (then  newly  prefented 
44  to  the  houfe.) 

44  Wherefore,  as  liberty  hath  been  given  them 
44  to  declare  their  alliance  to  the  government 
44  without  fwearing,  for  which .  eafe  they  are 
44  fmcerely  thankful  ;  fo  be  pleafed  to  add  to 
44  that  kindnefs  their  relief  in  the  matter  of 
44  oaths,  between  them  and  other  fubje&s,  as 
44  well  as  between  the  government  and  them. 

44  Signed  in  behalf  of  the  faid  people, 

44  Theodore  Ecclestone. 

44  London,  Dec.  22,  1694.” 

After  the  perufal  of  this  cafe,  feveral  of  the 
members  of  parliament  difcovered  a  more  friend¬ 
ly  regard  to  the  people  and  their  petition  ;  yet 
the  houfe  came  to  no  refolution  in  favour  of 
their  requeft.  In  the  following  year,  1695, 
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they  renewed  their  application  with  better  fuc-  chap. 
cefs.  t  A  n* 

This  year  Queen  Mary  was  taken  off  by  the  v  ' 
fmall  pox  ;  file  was  a  woman  not  more  eminent  De'th90',f" 
for  her  elevated  rank  in  life,  than  for  her  per-  Queen 
fonal  embellifiiments,  intelle&ual  endowments  Mar>' 
and  virtuous  difpofitions.  In  her  ficknefs  un¬ 
daunted,  fhe  awaited  her  change  with  a  perfeft 
refignation  to  the  Divine  Will,  and  continued 
in  that  Chriftian  refigned  temper  to  the  lad. 

As  Ihe  had  merited  the  general  refpeit,  her 
death  was  geherally  lamented  by  all  ranks  of 
the  people,  but  moft  of  all  by  the  King,  who 
was  moft  intimately  acquainted  with  her  worth, 
and  fo  fenfibly  affefted  with  his  lofs,  that  he 
could  neither  fee  company,  nor  attend  to  the 
affairs  of  date  for  fome  weeks  after. 

Upon  the  death  of  Queen  Mary,  the  zealous 
partifans  of  the  late  King  James,  on  the  fup- 
pofition  that  the  filtered  of  William  was  con- 
fiderably  weakened  by  her  removal,  renewed 
their  efforts  for  his  redoration,  both  by  an 
application  to  the  French  King,  to  enable  James 
to  make  a  defcent  upon  England,  and  alfo  by  a 
plot  at  home  to  affafiinate  King  William,  which 
defigns,  being  timely  difcovered,  were  defeated. 

Fird,  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  entered 
into  an  affociation  to  defend  King  William’s  life 
and  government ;  and  in  cafe  he  fhould  come  to 
a  violent  death,  to  revenge  it  upon  his  adver- 
faries  and  their  adherents.  And  as  this  affo¬ 
ciation  was  fubfcribed  by  people  of  all  ranks, 
the  people  called  Quakers,  whofe  confcientious 
principle  againd  taking  up  arms  prevented  their 
fubfcribing,  thought  it  expedient  to  manifed 
their  loyalty  and  fidelity  to  the  King,  by  draw¬ 
ing 
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mg  up  and  publifhing  the  following  declara¬ 
tion  : 


*696. 


44  The  ancient  teftimony  and  principle  of  the 
44  people  called  Quakers,  renewed  with  refpect 
44  to  the  King  and  government,  and  touching 
44  the  prefent  affociation. 

44  We  the  faid  people  do  folemnly  and  fin- 
44  cerely  declare,  that  it  hath  been  our  judg- 
44  ment  and  principle  from  the  firft  day  we 
44  were  called  to  profefs  the  light  of  Chrift  Jefus, 
44  manifefted  in  our  confciences  unto  this  day, 
44  that  the  fetting  up  and  putting  down  kings 
44  and  governments  is  God’s  peculiar  preroga- 
44  tive,  for  caufes  bell  knowm  to  himfelf ;  and 
44  that  it  is  not  our  work  or  bufmefs  to  have 
44  any  hand  or  connivance  therein,  nor  to  be 
44  bufvbodies  in  matters  above  our  ftation, 
44  much  lefs  to  plot  or  contrive  the  ruin  or 
44  overturn  of  any  of  them  ;  but  to  pray  for  the 
44  king,  and  for  the  fafety  of  our  nation,  and 
44  good  of  all  men,  that,  we  may  live  a  peace- 
44  able  and  quiet  life,  in  all  godlinefs  and 
44  honefty,  under  the  government  which  God  is 
44  pleafed  to  fet  over  us. 

44  And  according  to  this  our  ancient  and 
44  innocent  principle,  we  often  have  given  forth 
44  cur  teftimony,  and  now  do,  againft  all  plot- 
44  ting,  confpiracies,  and  contriving  infurre&ions 
44  againft  the  king  or  the  government,  and 
44  againft  all  treacherous,  barbarous  and  mur- 
44  derous  defigns  whatfoever,  as  works  of  the 
44  Devil  and  darknefs  ;  and  we  fincerely  blefs 
44  God,  and  are  heartily  thankful  to  the  king 
44  and  government  for  the  liberty  and  privileges 
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44  we  enjoy  under  them  by  law,  efteeming  it  C  h  a  p- 
44  our  duty  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  them.  vn* 

44  And  whereas  we  the  faid  people  are  re-  l6or 
44  quired  to  fign  the  faid  affociation,  we  fincerely 
44  declare,  that  our  refufing  fo  to  do,  is  not 
44  out  of  any  difl'atisfaction  to  the  king  nor  go- 
44  vernment,  nor  in  oppofition  to  his  being 
44  declared  rightful  and  lawful  king  of  thefe 
44  realms,  but  purely  becaufe  we  cannot  for 
44  confcience  fake  fight,  kill  or  revenge,  either 
44  for  ourfelves  or  any  man  elfe. 

44  And  we  believe  that  the  timely  difcovery 
44  and  prevention  of  the  late  barbarous  defign 
44  and  mifchievous  plot  againft  the  king  and 
44  government,  and  the  fad  effects  it  might  have 
44  had,  is  an  eminent  mercy  from  Almighty 
44  God,  for  which  we  and  the  whole  nation 
44  have  great  caufe  to  be  humbly  thankful  to 
44  him,  and  to  pray  for  the  continuance  of  his 
44  mercies  to  them  and  us. 

44  From  a  meeting  of  the  faid  people  in 
44  London  the  23d  of  the  firll  month 
44  called  March,  1695-6.” 
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' The  Cafe  of  George  Keith  brought  before  the 
Tearly  Meeting. — The  Judgment  and  Advice  of 
the  Tearly  Meeting  thereupon. — George  Keith’s 
Endeavours  to  make  a  Party  in  E?igland  fruf- 
trated. — Thomas  Ellwood  writes  an  Epiflle  of 
Caution  to  Friends ,  againft  which  George  Keith 
complains. — The  Tearly  Meeting  of  London  dif- 
owns  him. — He  fets  up  a  feparaie  Meeting  at 
Turner’ s-Hall. — Summons  Friends  to  a  Meeting 
there. — Which  they  think  mproper  to  comply 
with. — Their  Reafons. — He  publifheth  his  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Meeting — Which  is  anfwered  by 
Thomas  Ellwood. — An  anonymous  Publication , 
entitled  “  The  Snake  in  the  Grafs.” — Anfwered 
by  George  Whitehead  and  fofeph  Wyeth. 


1694. 


CHAP.  GeORGE  KEITH  having  arrived  in  Eng- 
vni.  land  in  the  fpring  of  1694,  attended  the  enfuing 
yearly  meeting  of  London ;  and  a  full  account 
of  the  trouble  he  had  given  friends  in  America 
being  fent  over  in  an  epiftle  from  the  yearly 
The  cafe  of  meeting  of  Philadelphia,  fpecifying  very  particu- 
^roiijnbe  ^arly  contentious  proceedings  there,  the 

grounds  of  their  difowning  him,  after  repeated 
labours  to  bring  him  to  a  better  wav  of  think- 
ing  and  afling  proved  inerfeftual,  and  his  and 
his  partifans’  fetting  up  a  feparate  meeting, 
whereby  this  difference  coming  regularly  before 
the  meeting,  the  epiftle  being  in  courfe  read 
therein,  George  Keith  defired  to  be  heard,  and 

it 


fore  the 

yearly 

meeting. 
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it  was  agreed  to  enter  upon  hearing  and  en-  chap. 
quiring  into  the  caufe  of  difference  between  him  VIU* 
and  friends  of  Penfylvania,  after  the  other  buff- 
nefs  of  the  meeting  was  over.  Then  they  pa¬ 
tiently  fpent  near  ten  days  in  reading  books  and 
papers  relating  thereto,  and  hearing  George 
Keith  and  his  party  on  one  fide,  and  Samuel 
Jennings  and  Thomas  Ducket  on  the  other,  with 
Thomas  Wilfon  and  James  Dickenfon,  juff  re¬ 
turned  from  their  travels  in  America.  They 
ufed  earned  ^endeavours  to  reconcile  the  diffe¬ 
rence,  and  prevailed  upon  George  Keith  with  his 
party  to  return  into  unity  and  amity  with  their 
friends;  but  Keith  feeming  predetermined  either 
for  carrying  every  thing  his  own  way,  or  for  a 
reparation,  eluded  all  endeavours  for  reconcilia¬ 
tion  and  peace.  The  more  tender  reafoning 
and  earned  entreaty  was  extended  towards  him, 
the  more  perverfenefs  he  discovered  in  turning 
it  to  a  wrong  end,  and  drengthening  himfelf  in 
contention  and  oppofition. 

The  yearly  meeting  having  fully  heard  and 
confidered  the  circumdances  of  the  difference, 
at  lad  came  to  this  judgment,  That  the  fepara -The  iU!;^ 
tiori  lay  at  George  Keith's  door ,  and  that  he  had  advice  of 
done  ill  in  printing  and  puhlijhing  thofe  differences  the  yeari>' 
as  he  had  done  ;  and  therefore  the  advice  of  the  thereupon 
meeting  to  him  thereupon  was,  to  call  in  thofe 
books  of  his ,  or  publijh  fomething  innocently  and 
effectually  to  clear  the  body  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  and  their  minijlers ,  from  thefe  grofs  er¬ 
rors  charged  on  fome  few  in  America ,  and  rctracl 
the  bitter  language  in  them ,  fo  far  as  he  was  con¬ 
cerned ,  and  Ji net  rely  to  ufe  his  utmojl  endea  vours 

with 
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George 
Keith’s  en¬ 
deavours  to 
make  a 
party  in 
England 
fruUrated. 


Thomas 
Ellwood 
writes  an 
cpiftle  of 
caution  to 
friends. 


with  bis  friends  to  remove  the  feparation.  Which 
judgment  and  advice  being  drawn  up  in  writing, 
was  in  the  meeting  delivered  to  him,  and  foon 
after  printed  by  one  of  his  party,  with  very 
invidious  reflections  upon  it,  in  a  fmall  pamphlet, 
entitled  A  true  Account ,  Ef fc.  Thus,  initead  of 
taking  the  advice  of  the  yearly  meeting,  he  perfih- 
ed  in  his  oppofition,  and  his  endeavours  to  caufe 
a  rent  in  the  fociety,  and  form  a  party  to  him- 
felf;  but  his  behaviour  was  fo  exceeding  rude  and 
paflionate,  that  the  weakeft  could  not  but  difeern, 
he  u'as  actuated  by  an  intemperate  lpirit,  which 
frultrated  his  views  of  forming  a  party  in  oppo¬ 
fition  to  the  body  of  friends  here,  as  he  had 
done  in  America ;  for  he  could  gain  few  adhe¬ 
rents,  except  fome  of  the  former  feparatiAs  about 
London,  who  yet  foon  grew  diflfatisfied  with  him, 
and  left  him. 

In  Penfylvania  having  (as  we  have  feen)  fe- 
cured  the  principal  printing-prefs  under  his  own 
direction  and  control,  he  could  publifh  his  ca¬ 
lumnies,  and  juAify  his.  own  caufe  without  fear 
of  reply  or  reproof;  but  in  England  the  cafe 
was  altered  ;  for  here  were  fundry  members  of 
the  community,  who  wanted  neither  the  capacity 
nor  opportunity  of  following  him  from  the 
prefs,  clearly  to  anfwer  all  his  cavils,  and  con¬ 
fute  his  calumnies.  George  Whitehead,  Tho¬ 
mas  Ellwood  and  Benjamin  Coole  exercifed  their 
pens  for  thefe  purpofes. 

Thomas  Ellwood  in  particular,  obferving  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  his  procedure,  in  the 
firA  place  wrote  an  excellent  epiAle  to  friends, 
briefly  commemorating  the  mercies  of  the  Al- 
mighty,  and  warning  them  to  beware  of  that 
fpirit  of  contention  and  divifton  which  had  appeared 
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of  late  in  George  Keith.  Which  epiftle  when  CHAP- 
finilhed  he  fubmitted  to  the  fecond  day’s  morn-  vm. 
irlg  meeting,  by  which  it  was  fully  approved  in 
a  full  meeting,  and  he  left  at  liberty  to  publifh  i694* 
it.  And  yet  George  Keith  pretended  it  was 
printed  in  great  difunity,  and  againft  the  mind 
of  many  friends,  infmuating  that  it  w'as  pro¬ 
moted  only  by  a  party ;  an  evidence  of  his  dif- 
pofition  to  divide  the  fociety  into  parties,  and  to 
helitate  at  nothing  that  might  forward  his 
views. 

Againft  this  piece  of  Thomas  Ellwood’s,  againft 
George  Keith  made  a  heavy  complaint  to  friends,  Keithcomi 
and  wanted  it  to  be  called  in,  as  highly  inja- plains, 
rious  to  him.  That  it  might  be  injurious  to  his 
caufe  admits  of  no  doubt ;  but  himfelf,  by  his 
late  conduct,  had  made  his  caufe  diftinCt  from, 
and  oppofite  to  the  caufe  of  the  fociety,  and 
could  have  no  reafonable  grounds  to  expect  they 
Ihould  fo  far  counteract  their  own,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  them  a  good  one,  to  ftrengthen  his, 
which  they  law  in  a  very  different  light.  There¬ 
fore  his  complaint  and  clamour  were  difregarded 
by  friends,  who  faw  no  reafon  to  ftifle  a 
piece  coinciding  with  their  own  fentiments, 
and  which  on  that  account  they  had  approved  ; 
to  gratify  the  unreafonable  demand  of  a  man, 
who  was  at  the  fame  time  contemning  their  ad¬ 
vice  to  him.  He  would  call  in  none  of  his  petu¬ 
lant  productions,  nor  retraCt  his  unjuft  reprefen- 
tations,  at  their  delire;  but  went  on  printing 
and  publilhing  his  own  partial  accounts  of  all 
tranlaClions  between  them,  infmuating  that  the 
advice  he  had  received  was  not  the  advice  of 
the  yearly  meeting ,  nor  that  the  yearly  meeting 
which  gave  it,  Itill  aiming  to  reprelent  them  di- 
Vol.  III.  B  b  vided 
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CHAP. vided  into  parties.  The  fucceeding  yearly 
viii.  meeting  obferving  this,  treated  further  with  him 
c upon  this  difmgenuous  reprefentation,  renewed 
Ti'695-i  their  endeavours  to  make  him  fenfible  of  the 
meeting  af-  wrong  he  had  done  them  and  himfelf,  in  order 
ter  treating  t  bring  him  to  a  temper  of  mind  to  perceive 
with  Geo.  and  acknowledge  it ;  but  the  more  cordial  en- 
vabfteftify  deavours  they  ufed,  the  more  obftinate  and  pofi- 
their  dif-  live  he  grew  in  his  oppofition,  and  in  his  juftifi- 
himywith  cation  of  his  own  caufe.  After  hearing  him 
patiently  till  he  withdrew  of  his  own  accord, 
the  yearly  meeting  at  large,  to  take  away  all 
grounds  of  again  reprefenting  it  as  the  work  of 
a  party,  drew  up  the  following  teftimony  : 

“  That  the  faid  George  Keith  hath  of  late 
«  been,  and  yet  is,  actuated  by  an  unchriftian 
“  fpirit,  which  hath  moved  and  led  him  to  ftir 
«  up  contention  and  ftrife  in  the  church  of 
«  Chrift,  and  to  caufe  divifions,  feparations  and 
breaches  among  them  that  profefs  the  truth  \ 
«  and  that  the  tendency  of  divers  of  his  late 
44  writings  and  actings  h-ath  been  to  expofe  the 
44  truth  and  the  friends  thereof  to  the  reproach 
44  of  the  world,  did  unanimoufly  agree,  and  de- 
44  dare  it  to  be  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of  this 
44  meeting ;  and  it  is  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of 
44  this  meeting,  that  the  faid  George  Keith  is 
44  gone  from  the  bleffed  unity  of  the  peaceable 
44  fpirit  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  hath 
44  thereby  feparated  himfelf  from  the  holy  fel- 
44  lowthip  of  the  # church  of  Chrift  ;  and  that 
44  whilft  he  is  in  an  unreconciled  and  unchari- 
44  table  ftate,  he  ought  not  to  preach  or  pray 
44  in  any  of  friends  meetings,  nor  to  be  owned 
44  or  received  as  one  of  us,  until  by  a  public 

44  and  heartv  acknowledgment  of  the  great  of- 

44  fence 
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“  fence  he  has  given,  and  hurt  he  hath  done,  chap. 
“  and  condemnation  of  himfelf  therefore,  he  vm. 

“  gives  proof  of  his  unfeigned  repentance,  and 
ct  does  his  endeavour  to  remove  and  take  off  i695- 
“  the  reproach,  he  hath  brought  upon  truth  and 
“  friends,  which  is  the  love  of  God  we  heartily 
<c  defire  for  his  foul’s  fake.” 

Ke  now  fet  up  a  feparate  meeting  at  a  place  Geo.  Keith 
called  Turner’s-hall.  The  novelty  excited  the  f  :suPa 
curiofity  of  the  people,  and  at  firft  attracted  a  meeting  at 
crowded  audience,  moftly  of  fuch  as  were  of  j[a“[ntrV 
unfriendly  difpofitions  to  the  people  called  Qua¬ 
kers.  At  the  fame  time  he  proceeded  to  write 
againft  them,  but  w7as  fo  clofely  anfwered  and 
pinched  by  quotations  from  his  former  writings, 
being  unable  to  reply  to  purpofe,  or  with  any 
degree  of  confiftency,  that  under  pretence  of 
inability  to  bear  the  expence  of  printing,  he 
fhifted  his  ground,  and  fet  up  a  kind  of  judicial 
court  by  his  own  authority,  on  a  day  of  his  own 
appointing,  at  Turner’s-hall  aforefaid  ;  giving 
notice  by  public  advertifement,  that  he  intended  summons 
in  the  4th  month  to  hold  a  meeting  at  Turner’s-  friends  to  a 
hall,  for  the  purpofe  of  pointing  out  the  errors  there,1'2 
of  the  Quakers,  and  fummoned  fundry  of  them 
by  name,  and  others  in  general,  to  attend  and 
anfwer  for  themfelves.  But  the  friends  looking  which  they 
upon  his  affumed  authority  as  an  impofition,  did  donot think 
not  think  proper  to  take  notice  of  his  challenge :  lompiy'0 
Yet  left  any,  who  might  attend  upon  the  occafion  with- 
might  miftake  the  caufe  of  their  not  appearing, 
as  proceeding  from  confcioufnefs  of  inability  to 
make  a  proper  defence,  they  drew  up  the  fol¬ 
lowing  reafons  for  abfenting  themfelves,  and 
fent  them  to  be  read  there. 
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«  WHEREAS  George  Keith  hath,  after  his 
wonted  irregular  and  unruly  manner,  chal¬ 
lenged  divers  of  us  to  defend  ourfelves  againlh 
«  fuch  charges  as  he  has  to  exhibit  againfl:  us 
“  at  T  rner’s-hall :  Thefe  are  to  certify  to  all 
“  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the  reafons  why 
“  we  decline  any  fuch  meeting  are  as  follow  : 

“  Firft.  Becaufe  the  faid  George  Keith  has 
given  us  fuch  frequent  proofs  of  his  very  paf- 
fionate  and  abufive  behaviour,  at  the  many 
more  felect  meetings  we  have  had  with  him, 
in  all  manner  of  fweetnefs,  long-fuffering  and 
patience  on  our  fide,  to  fatisfy  and  preferve 
him  from  thefe  extremes  :  1  hat  we  cannot  af- 
fure  ourfelves  now  of  any  better  entertain¬ 
ment,  or  that  the  meeting  can  have  any  de- 
firable  fuccefs,  for  a  thorough  information. 

“  Secondly.  We  decline  to  meet,  becaufe  it 
is  not  an  agreed  meeting  on  both  Tides,  which 
it  ought  to  have  been,  and  where  that  is  not, 
or  cannot  be  adjufted,  the  prefs  is  the  next 
fair  way  and  expedient-,  which  he  has  begun 
with,  and  now  feems  to  decline  j  nor  hath  he 
fent  us  a  copy  of  his  charge  or  indictment 
againft  us,  which  all'o  he  ought  to  have 
done. 

“  Thirdly.  That  he  has  two  of  our  books 
which  lie  hard  at  his  door,  in  vindication  of 
us  and  our  doftrines  from  his  exceptions,  and 
which  he  has  not  yet  anfwered ;  fo  that  he  is 
not  upon  equal  terms  with  us  ;  and  thereroie 
we  think  his  challenge,  appointment  and  fum- 
mons  unfair  ;  and  that  all  that  are  not  partial 
will  be  of  the  fame  mind  with  us. 

“  Fourthly.  Such  public  and  unlimited  meet- 
ino-s,  are  too  often  attended  with  heats,  levity 
°  *  “  and 
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<{  and  confufion,  and  anfwer  not  the  end  defired  chap. 
“  by  fober  and  enquiring  men.  Befides,  that  it  vui. 

“  fets  up  a  practice,  that  authority  may  judge  to 
“  be  an  abufe  of  our  liberty,  and  fo  draw  that  i69>' 

“  under  refle&ion,  as  no  friend  to  the  civil 
“  peace. 

“  Fifthly.  We  know  not  what  religion  or 
“  perfuafion  this  wavering  man  is  of,  or  what 
“  church  or  people  he  adheres  to,  or  will  re- 
“  ceive  him,  with  his  vain  fpeculations,  that 
“  have  led  him  to  defert  us  ;  nor  who  are  ac- 
“  countable  to  us  for  him,  and  his  irregularities 
“  and  abufes  ;  the  generality  of  fuch  aflemblies 
“  ufually  making  ill  auditors,  worfe  judges,  and 
“  no  good  fecurity  for  our  fatisfaction.  And 
“  we  mull  therefore  take  leave  to  fay,  it  feems 
“  to  us  an  indiretf  way  of  difquieting  and  in- 
“  vading  our  prefent  liberty,  that  fo  irreligious 
“  a  meeting  Ihould  be  held,  whofe  end  ts  to 
“  abufe  other  men  for  their  religion.  If  this 
“  fhould  be  imitated  by  all  the  feveral  forts  of 
“  different  perfuafions  in  this  city,  what  heats 
“  and  confufions  muff  neceffarily  enfue  ! 

“  Sixthly  and  laftly.  Wherefore  be  it  known 
“  unto  all,  that  for  the  fake  of  religion,  the 
<e  liberty  granted  us,  and  the  civil  peace,  we 
“  decline  to  meet  him  ;  and  not  from  any  ap- 
“  prehenfions  we  have  of  his  abilities,  or  our 
“  own  confcioufnefs  of  error,  or  injuflice  to  the 
“  faid  George  Keith,  whofe  w’eak  and  unb- idled 
“  temper  we  know  is  fuch,  that  what  learning 
“  and  parts  he  hath,  have  not  been  able  to  ba- 
“  lance  and  fupport  him  on  lefs  occafions,  fo 
<e  that  we  may  fay  they  are  in  ill  hands ;  and  if 
“  he  proceeds  as  he  begins,  they  will  be  em- 
“  ployed  to  an  ill  end,  wrhich  his  (poor  man !) 

“  cannot 
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but  be,  unlefs  he  change  his  courfe  ; 
we  heartily  pray  for,  that  a  place  of 


cannot 

which  .  -  -  j  L 

repentance  he  may  find  ;  and  through  a  true 
contrition,  the  remiffion  of  his  great  fin  of 
envy,  and  in  evilly  treating  the  Lord  s  people 
and  way,  which  we  profefs,  and  which  he  the 
faid  George  Keith  hath  long  and  lately  both 
profefied  and  zealoufly  vindicated  as  fuch.” 
George  Keith  foon.  afterwards  publilhed  his 
narrative  of  the  proceedings  at  this  meeting  of 
his  own  appointment,  with  the  ufual  prejudice  of 


a 


a 


He  put>- 

lilhes  his 
account  of 

the  meet-  ^  ^  „ 

isanfwered  party  animofity,  which  was  anfwered  by  T. 
byTho.  Ellwood  ill  a  piece,  entitled  An  Anfwer  to  George 
Ellwood‘  Keith's  Narrative  of  his  Proceedings  at  Turner’ s- 
hall,  wherein  his  Charges  againfi  divers  of  the 
People  called  Quakers  are  fairly  confidered ,  ex¬ 
amined  and  refuted.  In  which  he  made  his  title 
o-ood  in  a  clear  and  entire  refutation  of  his  ca¬ 
vils  againfi  friends’  books,  rnanifefting  his  difin- 
genuous  perverfions  of  their  fenle  to  anfwer  his 
own  partial  purpofes,  by  unfair  or  fake  quo¬ 
tations,  by  partial  fclechon  of  paffages  curtailed 
and  mutilated  ;  and  by  putting  his  own  conflrue- 
tions  upon  them,  to  wreft  from  them  a  meaning 
never  thought  of  by  the  writer,  in  order  to  ren¬ 
der  them  unfound  or  contemptible  ;  againfi 
which  Thomas  Ellwood  defended  the  ioundnefs 
of  their  dotfrine.  fhewing  George  Keith  s  incon- 
fiftency  and  felf-contradicnon  in  condemning 
opinions,  which  he  had  publicly  vindicated  as^ 
orthodox  on  various  occanons  tor  a  feries  of 
near  thirty  years  ;  and  pretending  to  hold^  the 
fame  doctrines  and  principles  fiill,  and  detecting 
his  deceit  and  prevarication  fo  plainly  and  effec¬ 
tually,  that  George  Keith  never  replied  to  it. 


He 
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He  feems  to  have  at  laft  grown  tired  of  a  con-  chap. 
troverfy,  in  which,  while  he  made  loud  clamours 
of  the  vile  errors  held  by  the  Quakers,  he  found 
his  own  unretracted  doctrines  compared  with 
theirs  were  the  fame  or  of  the  fame  import,  and 
that  no  palliatives  could  fcreen  him  from  the  de¬ 
tection  of  his  palpable  inconfiltency,  he  there¬ 
fore  declined  any  further  appearing  in  print 
againft  Thomas  Ellwood  in  his  own  name : 

But  either  by  his  procuration,  or  from  the  fpon- 
taneous  effufion  of  a  fimilar  difpofition  in  him- 
felf,  he  met  with  a  confederate  equal  in  malice, 
againft  whom  the  advantage  of  quoting  his  own 
writings  would  not  lie.  This  author,  in  an 
anonymous  book,  under  the  title  of  The  Snake  in  An  anony- 
the  Grafs ,  proceeded  in  the  line,  George  Keith  ™^snpueb!‘‘ 
had  chalked  out,  but  not  being  under  the  like  titled  m? 
reftraint,  outwent  him,  or  molt  that  went  before  th‘ 
him,  in  virulent  reflections,  raking  every  kennel 
for  dirt  to  throw  at  the  people  called  Quakers. 

This  piece  was  publilhed  without  a  name,  but 
was  afterwards  found  to  be  the  work  of  one 
Lefly,  an  highflying  nonjuring  parfon,  to  whom 
of  courfe  the  name  of  a  diflenter  was  odious, 
and  his  fpleen  not  fatiated  with  hating  them  him- 
felf,  he  exerted  the  talents  he  was  mafter  of  to 
render  them  odious  to  the  world  ;  but  this  moft 
bitter,  illiberal  and  unjuft  production  mult,  with 
all  impartial  and  judicious  readers,  have  fixed  a 
deeper  ftain  on  the  author’s  reputation,  than  on 
the  people  he  vilified. 

As  he  lifted  himfelf  a  volunteer  in  George 
Keith’s  caufe,  it  afforded  ground  for  a  fufpicion 
that  George  Keith  was  not  unconcerned  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  work,  if  not  a  co-adjutor  therein,  for 
being  now  rejected  and  difowned  by  the  people 

called 
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chap  called  Quakers,  and  fruftrated  in  his  endeavours 
vii i.  to  draw  a  party  to  himfelf  from  among  them  here, 
or  attach  any  confiderable  number  of  others  to 
i695-  himfelf  as  a  leader,  he  began  now  to  ingratiate 
himfelf  with  fome  of  the  ecclefiaftics  of  the 
church  of  England,  who  were  inclined  to  coun¬ 
tenance  him  for  his  oppofition  to  the  Quakers 
(fo  called).  The  author  of  the  Snake,  in  his  pre¬ 
face,  .plainly  implying  that  it  was  in  George 
Keith’s  caufe  he  took  up  his  pen,  and  in  reply 
to  Thomas  Ellwood’s  examination  of  his  narra¬ 
tive,  by  faying  it  was  not  meant  as  a  defence  of 
George  Keith,  any  further  than  he  defended  the 
truth  of  the  chriftian  faith,  for  which  reafon, 
fays  he,  I  have  'wholly  omitted  all  the  refections 
caft  upon  him ,  and  the  contradictions  which  Thomas 
Ellwood  pretends  to  find  in  his  former  books  ( while 
he  was  a  Quaker  in  their  communion )  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  he  now  Jets  up  in  oppofition  to  them,  d  homas 
Ellwood,  not  without  probability,  conjectured 
that  this  book  was  publilhed  by  the  procurement 
of  George  Keith,  who  had  himfelf  for  a  long 
feries  of  years  maintained  ior  truth  thofe  doc¬ 
trines  and  pradtices  which  he  would  now  repre- 
fent  as  erro  s  in  the  Quakers,  and  was  pinched 
in  the  controverfy  by  quotations  ot  Keith  againft 
Keith  ;  that  this  anonymous  publication  was  a 
contrivance  to  get  clear  of  this  dilemma,  in 
which  he  found  himfelf  entangled. 

As  to  this  envenomed  performance  it  was 
remarked,  <c  i.  That  the  matters  therein 
£<  charged  upon  us,  are  generally  the  fame  that 
“  have  been  charged  on  us  heretofore,  by 
“  Faldo,  Hicks,  and  other  adverfaries  ;  and 
ec  always  refuted  over  and  over,  both  tormerly 
and  of  late. 
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“  2.  That  the  things  they  charge  on  us,  as  c  h  a  p. 
“  errors  and  herefy,  are  not  pretended  to  be  vm. 

“  proved  by  any  plain  exprefs  pofttions  or  af-  '^v  J 
“  fertions  of  ours;  but  from  our  adverfaries  i695- 
“  own  perverfe  meanings,  and  wrefted  con- 
cs  ftructions  of  our  words,  always  denied  and 
“  rejected  by  us. 

“  3.  That  the  words  and  paflages  brought 
“  by  our  adverfaries  for  proof  of  their  charges 
“  againll  us,  are  not  taken  out  of  our  doctri- 
“  nal  treatifes,  or  declarations  of  faith  and 
“  principles ;  but  (for  the  moft  part)  out  of 
“  controverfial  books ;  wherein,  oftimes,  the 
ii  fcope  and  aim  of  the  author  is,  not  fo  n  uch 
“  to  aflert  or  exprefs  his  own  principles  or  doc- 
“  trines,  as  to  impugn  and  expofe  his  adver- 
“  faries,  by  (hewing  the  contradictions,  abfur- 
cc  dities,  and  ill  confequences  of  his  adverfaries* 

“  opinions ;  from  whence,  pofitively  to  con- 
“  elude  the  author’s  own  judgment,  is  neither 
<c  fafe  nor  fair. 

tc  4.  That  however  any  of  our  former  ad- 
“  verfaries  might  have  been  milled  in  their 
‘fi  judgments  concerning  us,  George  Keith,  who 
“  hath  now  moved  this  controverfy  again!!  us, 

'ii  knows  full  well,  that  we  do  not  hold  thofe 
“  things  either  generally  as  a  people,  or  as 
“  particular  perfons,  which  he  has  charged  on 
“  us  as  errors.” 

Befides  this,  as  George  Keith  had  done  before 
in  his  quotations  and  references  to  their  writings, 
he  (tuck  at  no  unhandfome  nor  unfair  means  to 
reprefent  this  people  in  the  moft  ridiculous,  ab- 
furd  and  difadvantageous  light.  He  mutilated 
their  expreflions  by  omitting  the  leading  or  con¬ 
cluding  parts  of  a  fentence,  or  palling  over  fome 
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c  h  A  P.  in  the  middle,  whereby  in  moil  cafes  they  made 
viii.  a  fenfe  quite  different  from  the  author’s  inten- 
>  tion.  To  this  he  added  many  ftories  of  occur- 
Tirs  r ences ,  w'hich,  he  faid,  had  happened  among 
forma  nee  the  Quakers ;  fome  of  which  were  plain  ly  proved 
famriiftV”  to  fi&iti°us  and  without  foundation  in  fad ; 
and  faife-  others  greatly  exaggerated,  and  the  actions  of  fe- 
hucd'  veral,  who  were  difowned  and  difclaimed  by 
them,  were  raked  up  and  imputed  to  this  body 
of  people. 

Among  this  author’s  untruths  this  was  one, 
that  the  Quakers  in  their  fchools  did  not  fuffer 
the  children  to  read  the  holy  feriptures ;  which 
was  evidently  returned  upon  him  as  a  palpable 
falfehood,  by  a  certificate  of  the  French  ufher  at 
Wandfworth,  who  was  no  Quaker ;  and  another 
figned  by  feveral  neighbours,  perfons  of  character 
and  confideration,  who  teftified  that  the  bible 
was  daily  read  in  this  fchool  (which  was  a  very 
large  boarding  fchool  kept  by  Richard  Scoryer, 
a  friend)  in  a  regular  courfe  of  fucceffion  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end..  This  book,  entitled  the 
Snake  in  the  Grafs,  did  not  pafs  unnoticed, 
is  anfwered  The  author’s  mifreprefentations  were  laid  open, 
by  George  his  fabulous  tales  difproved,  and  his  crafty  impof- 
andjofepb  ture  clearly  manifefted  in  fuitable  replies,  by 
Wyeth.  George  Whitehead,  and  by  Jofepli  Wyeth,  in  a 
book  under  the  title  of  A  Switch  for  the  Snake. 
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Friends  fill  liable  to  exorbitant  Sufferings  for 
Tithes. — Prefent  a  Petition  to  the  King. — Con¬ 
ference  with  the  King. — William  Penn  vi/its  the 
Weftern  Counties. — He  appoints  a  Meeting  at 
Wells ,  which  is  broken  up  by  the  Mayor’s  Order. 

— Application  for  an  Affirmation  Act. — A  Com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  folicit  Members ,  and  promote 
paffng  the  Ad. — In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the 
Biffops  endeavour  to  frujirate  the  Application. — 

Form  of  the  frjl  Affirmation. — Bill  for  recover  - 
ing  fmall  Tithes  and  Church  Rates. — Exceptions 
againf  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  people  caiiedc  hap. 

Quakers  were  now  exempted  from  fuffering  for  lx* 
attending  their  religious  meetings  by  the  tolera- 
tion-a£l ;  yet  the  jealoufy  of  the  clergy,  and  1 
their  watchful  eye  over  their  own  interests,  pre-  Friends  Ml 
vented  friends  from  obtaining  any  relief  from  Jubilant 
their  fufferings  for  the  non-payment  of  tithes,  Offerings 
and  other  ecclefiaftical  demands,  by  procuring  °r  m  Ck' 
an  exception  in  the  forementioned  a£t,  whereby 
not  only  the  original  demand,  but  the  exorbi¬ 
tant  and  oppreffive  methods  of  recovery  were 
ftill  retained  :  referving  not  only  their  alleged 
dues,  but  the  power  to  be  vexatious  in  reclaim¬ 
ing  them,  a  power  which  many  of  the  clerical 
order  exerted  with  rigour.  For  at  this  time 
many  friends  were  priioners,  and  others  under 

fevere 
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chap,  fevere  profecutions  for  non-payment  of  thefc 
ix.  demands,  and  fome  long  detained  in  prifon  upon 
contempts  (as  they  term  them)  becaufe  they 
could  not  from  a  confcientious  fcruple  anfwer 
priefls  bills  and  complaints  upon  oath.  Friends 
of  the  meeting  for  fufferings  in  London  taking 
fhl'kingj!,  ^is  matter  into  consideration,  thought  it  expe- 
rebtion  dient  to  draw  up  a  (late  of  the  cafe,  and  prefent 
it  to  the  king,  which  was  drawn  up  accordingly 
in  the  following  terms  : 


1695. 


Prefent  a 


thereto. 


44  To  the  K  I  N  G. 


44  The  cafe  and  requefl  of  the  peaceable  people 
44  commonly  called  Quakers,  in  behalf  of 
44  many  of  them,  who  are  prefent  fufferers 
44  for  confcienc e-fake,  humbly  prefented, 

\ 

44  Shewing, 

44  That  as  the  God  of  all  our  mercies  hath 
44  preferred  us  a  peaceable  and  quiet  people  in 
44  the  land,  according  to  our  chriftian  principle 
44  and  profeffion,  under  the  various  revolutions 
44  of  government :  So  we  hope  and  refolve  (by 
44  his  divine  affiflance)  ever  fo  to  continue  ;  be- 
44  ing  heartily  thankful  for  the  feveral  kindnef- 
44  fes  and  companions  received  from  the  go- 
44  vemment,  efpecially  for  the  prefent  liberty  we 
44  now  by  law  enjoy  in  point  of  religious  wor- 
44  (hip.  Yet  forafmuch  as  many  of  faid  people 
44  are  continued  under  deep  fufferings  in  their 
44  perfons  and  eftates,  by  tedious  imprifonments, 
44  feizures  and  fequeftrations ;  divers  alfo  of  late 
44  having  died  in  prifons,  and  many  more  under 

44  profecution. 
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“  profecution,  and  liable  fo  to  buffer  in  Eng-  chap. 
“  land  and  Wales,  tending  to  the  ruin  of  many  ix. 

“  families  for  thefe  caufes  of  confcience,  chiefly 
“  on  contempts  (as  adjudged)  for  not  anfwering  1 
“  upon  oath  in  cafes  of  tithe,  when  fued  in  the 
c£  Exchequer ;  and  alfo  for  not  anfwering  upon 
“  oath  when  profecuted  in  the  ecclefiaftical 
“  courts  for  tithes,  church-rates,  &c.  where- 
“  upon  they  proceed  to  excommunication, 
tc  and  by  fignincavits  procure  writs  de  excom. 

“  cap.  and  fometimes  juftices  warrants  to  impri- 
“  fonments. 

“  We  therefore  humbly  remind  the  king  that 
“  the  great  feverities  and  perfecutions  formerly 
<c  inflicted  on  us  were  fometimes  abated  and 
“  refpited,  wrhen  it  pleafed  God  to  move  the 
“  hearts  of  kings  and  governments  to  fhew  fome 
“  compaflion  and  favour  to  us  : 

“  iff,  By  king  Charles  the  fecond’s  proclama- 
“  tion  of  grace  in  1661,  whereby  many  of  our 
“  friends  were  releafed  and  freed  out  of  pri- 
“  fon. 

“  2d,  By  his  letters  patent  (or  pardon)  in 
“  1672,  purfuant  to  his  declaration  of  indul- 
“  gcnce  to  tender  confciences  in  the  fame  year. 

“  3d,  By  an  aft  of  parliament  25  Car.  2.  ch. 

“  5.  entituled,  An  ah  for  the  king’s  majejiy’s 
“  moji  gracious  and  general  pardon ,  pardoning 
“  contempts  againfl:  the  king,  whereby  many  alfo 
“  of  the  faid  people  were  difcharged,  and  re- 
“  leafed  out  of  prifons. 

“  4th,  Alfo  by  king  James  the  fecond  many 
“  were  relcafed  out  of  prifons,  and  relieved  by 
“  divers  commiflions ;  and  two  general  procla- 
“  mation  pardons,  the  one  in  1685  and  the 
u  other  in  1688. 

“  5th. 
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CHAP.  “  5th,  And  alfo  by  an  act  of  gracious  general 
ix.  44  and  free  pardon  in  the  fecond  year  ot  king 
44  William  and  queen  Mary,  feveral  were  dit- 
l695-  «  charged  for  contempts  and  imprifonments. 

44  6th,  And  by  thy  late  confort  the  queen  (on 
44  application  made  to  her  in  thy  abfence)  a  poor 
“  innocent  woman,  who  had  been  long  prifoner 
44  at  Lancafter  upon  a  fine,  was  releafed;  which 
44  as  an  intimation  of  the  queen’s  tender  and 
44  merciful  difpofition  we  very  thankfully  ac- 
44  knowledge,  as  we  do  alfo  very  kindly  acknow- 
44  ledge  the  king’s  late  favourable  inclination  to 
44  difcharge  two  of  our  friends,  prifoners  in 
44  Wejlmorland ,  upon  a  petition  prefented  by  our 
44  friend  Daniel  Quare. 

44  Thefe  precedents  of  royal  favour  and  com- 
44  paflion  to  the  opprefied,  and  the  prefent  con- 
44  finements  and  hardfhips  of  many  innocent 
44  perfons  tenderly  confidered, 

44  We  the  faid  people  humbly  requefi:  that 
<c  the  king  would  be  pleafed  to  extend  his  fa- 
£C  vour  and  compaflion  towards  the  faid  fufierers 
«  for  their  lawful  eafe  and  relief  from  their 
44  prefent  confinements,  prifons  and  hardfhips, 
44  either  by  proclamation  or  otherwife,  as  in  his 
44  wifdom  and  clemency  {hail  feem  moft  meet 
44  and  convenient.” 

This  cafe  and  petition  was  prefented  to  the 
king  by  George  Whitehead,  Gilbert  Latev,  Tho¬ 
mas0  Lower,  John  Taylor  and  Daniel  Quare  ; 
which  laft  named  perfon  being  known  to  the 
king,  had  ready  accefs  to  him,  and  obtained  ad- 
mifiion  to  his  prefence  for  the  reft ;  he  previ- 
oufly  enquiring  who  they  were,  and  in  what 

flattens 
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Jiations  in  the  fociety ;  Daniel  told  him,  they  are  CHAP. 
minijiers  and  elders  among  ft  us.  ix. 

The  king  then  fent  for  them  into  a  private 
apartment,  where  he  was  alone  ;  he  enquired  Co'^^cc 
of  them  wThat  places  they  belonged  to  ?  Of  what  with  die 
congregations  they  were  minifters  ?  This  fur- kins' 
nilhed  George  Whitehead  with  a  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  to  inform  him  that  they  w^ere  not  fet¬ 
tled  as  minifters  or  pallors  over  any  particular 
congregations,  but  vifited  their  friends  meetings, 
as  the  Lord  inclined  them :  that  they  did  not 
make  a  gain  of  their  miniftry,  nor  receive  fti- 
pends  or  hire  for  preaching ;  but  preached  the 
gofpel  freely,  according  to  Chrift’s  command  to 
his  minifters,  freely  ye  have  received,  freely 
give.  The  king  made  no  reply,  but  appeared 
very  ferious,  and  fatisfied  with  the  anfwer. 

With  the  king’s  approbation  a  copy  of  the 
petition  was  alfo  delivered  by  George  Whitehead 
and  Gilbert  Latey  to  the  lord  keeper  Somers, 
wrho  received  it  courteoufly,  and  fignified  his 
readinefs  to  comply  with  their  requeft,  as  far  as 
the  law  would  admit,  affuring  them  that  the  king 
was  really  principled  in  favour  of  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  as  he  was  alfo.  And  in  a  Ihort  time 
after,  an  ad  of  grace  was  pafled,  v'hereby  about 
forty  friends  in  prifon  on  the  forementioned  ac¬ 
counts  were  reftored  to  liberty. 

William  Penn  in  the  courfe  of  laft  year  william 
paid  a  religious  vifit  to  feveral  of  the  wef-  ^enn 

.  °  .  in*  the  wetteni 

tern  counties,  and  had  meetings  almoft  daily  in  counties, 
the  moil  confiderable  towns  and  other  places, 
which  were  greatly  crowded,  and  in  many  places 
were  held  in  the  town-hall,  as  the  only  place 
capable  of  containing  the  numbers  who  flocked 
to  hear  him.  And  in  this  year  repeating  his 

vifit 
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chap,  vifit  to  the  fame  quarter,  fome  of  the  inhabitants 
ix.  of  the  city  of  Wells,  from  the  accounts  they 
n — '  had  of  his  public  meetings  laft  year  in  mod  of 
l695-  the  -rreat  towns  (this  excepted „  exprelfed  a  de- 
fire  that  he  might  appoint  a  meeting  there  alfo. 
He  went  thither  accordingly,  and  John  Whiting 
and  Rooert  Holder  went  to  feek  a  fuitable  place 
to  hold  it  in,  and  alfo  to  give  information  there¬ 
of  to  the  biihop,  according  to  the  prefcription  of 
the  ad  of  toleration,  which  appeared  afterwards 
He  appoints  to  be  a  meafure  of  expediency  j  after  they  had 
a  meeting  3  grant  of  the  market -houfe,  the  clerx  ot  tne 
Sffi  market  being  diffuaded  by  fome  perfons  who 
broken  up  were  unfriendly,  retraded  his  promife,  and  when 
the°mayorf  they  came  at  the  time  appointed  refufed  them 
admittance ;  whereupon  they  concluded  to  ho-d 
the  meeting  at  their  inn,  and  took  care  previoufly 
to  certify  it  alfo  to  the  biihop.  ^  The  meeting  was 
held  in  a  large  room  with  a  balcony  to  the  itreet; 
the  room  was  quickly  filled,  and  there  was  alfo 
a  great  concourfe  in  the  ilreet ;.  fo  that  for  the 
conveniency  of  the  double  auditory,  William 
Penn  placed  himfelf  in  the  balcony,  and  thence 
preached  to  the  people  ;  but  in  the  midft  or  Ins 
declaration  he  was  interrupted  by  officers  -rom 
the  mayor  with  the  rodowing  warrant . 


«  Wells  City  and  7  “  To  all  conftables,  ver¬ 

se  Borough.  5  “  derors,  and  ferjeants  at 
_ Z _ T  “  mace  of  the  laid  city. 

«  Whereas  William  Penn  and  fever al  others 
“  called  Quakers,  are  now  riotoufly  and  unlaw- 
«  fully  aflembled  and  gathered  together  in  this 

«  city  and  the  laid  William  Penn  is  now  preach- 
j  ’  “  ing 
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“  ing  or  teaching  in  a  houfe  not  licenfed  ac-  CHAP. 
(i  cording  to  the  late  aft  of  parliament  ;  thefe  ix. 

“  are  therefore  to  require  you  to  take  the  laid 
“  William  Penn,  and  him  immediately  to  bring 
li  before  us  to  anfwer  the  premifes.  Given  un- 
“  der  our  hands  and  feals  this  15th  day  of  No- 
“  vember,  1695. 

“  MATTHEW  BARON,  Mayor. 

“  WILLIAM  SALMON.” 


The  officers,  rudely  officious,  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon  to  wait  till  he  had  done,  although 
defired,  but  forced  him  aw7ay  inftantly  before  the 
magiftrates,  who  upon  examination  finding  the 
houfe  was  certified,  and  that  by  diflurbing  a 
lawful  afl'embly  for  an  unlawful  one,  they  had 
exceeded  their  commiffion,  they  excufed  the 
matter  as  well  as  they  could,  and  prefently  dif- 
milfed  him.  In  this  tranfaftion  we  have  an  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  fpirit  of  perfecution  furvived  the 
aft  of  toleration,  and  that  the  difpofition  to  in¬ 
jure  Hill  remained  in  many  minds,  although  the 
power  to  gratify  it  was  taken  away. 

Thefe  magifirates  afterwards  threatened  the 
innkeeper  to  fine  him  for  a  conventicle  held  in 
his  houfe,  fo  earned;  were  they  to  revive  the 
former  feverities  ;  but  the  bi (hop’s  certificates  of 
the  due  notice  being  produced,  fecured  the  man 
from  their  mifchievous  defigns. 

Friends  after  all  this  hired  a  houfe  in  this  city 
for  a  meeting-place,  and  William  Penn  came 
thither  again,  and  had  a  meeting  to  good  fatif- 
faftion.  Several  other  meetings,  and  the  quar- 
Vol.  III.  C  c  terly 
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c  h  A  P.  terly  meeting  for  the  county,  were  afterwards 

ix.  held  there.  . 

— 1  This  year  friends  of  the  meeting  for  fufferings 

I^95-  in  London  renewed  their  application  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  for  accepting  their  folemn  affirmation  or 
the  members  of  their  fociety  inftead  of  an  oath, 
by  the  following  cafe  and  petition : 


“  The  fuffering  cafe  of  the  People  commonly 
“  called  Quakers,  relating  to  oaths  and  fwear- 
“  ing,  humbly  offered. 

Applicatien  “  It  is  not  unknowm  to  this  nation,  that  ever 
for  relief  in  cc  pince  We  were  a  people,  it  hath  been  our 
fweanng.  cc  principle  not  to  fwTear,  make,  or  take  oaths, 
“  which  he,  who  is  the  fearcher  of  all  hearts, 
<c  knows  is  no  other  than  a  cafe  of  pure  con- 
<e  fcience,  in  tender  obedience  to  the  mind  of 
<c  our  bleffed  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
“  we  are  fully  perfuaded  (according  as  many 
“  eminent  martyrs  and  men  of  wifdom  and  re- 
<c  nown  were,  who  teftified  againft  oaths  and 
<c  fwearing  in  the  gofpel  day)  and  not  oofti- 
««  nacy,  difaffeccion  or  worldly  interefts  whatfo- 
ever#on  our  parts  ;  we  being  really  willing  and 
“  defirous  to  anfwer  the  juft  and  good  ends  oi 
“  law  and  government,  as  a  peaceable  people, 
«  fearing  God  ;  and  for  this  caufe  of  not  fwear- 
c‘  ing  we  have  been  expofed  to  great  fufferings 
<c  and  inconveniencies  in  our  perfons  and  ef- 
“  tates,  by  tedious  imprifonments,  and  dif- 
M  abled  from  receiving  our  due  debts,  or  de- 
ce  fending  our  juft  titles  and  properties ;  not  fu 

<4  fered  to  give  evidence  in  courts  of  judicature, 
°  “  at 
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at  common  or  civil  law,  nor  to  anfwer  in  CHAP. 
Chancery  or  Exchequer,  prove  wills  and  tef-  ix. 
taments,  or  take  adminiflrations,  or  to  pro- 
ceed  in  our  trades  at  the  cuffom-houfe,  or  be  *-69 5- 
admitted  to  our  lands,  or  trufced  in  our  duties 
and  fervices  in  courts  leet  or  courts  baron,  but 
great  advantage  is  taken  againll  us,  becaufe 
we  fo  fear  an  oath,  as  that  we  dare  not  fwear ; 
for  which  caufe  alfo  our  children  and  young 
men  are  not  allowed  their  freedoms  in  cities 
or  corporations,  when  they  have  faithfully 
ferved  out  their  apprenticefhips ;  nor  admit¬ 
ted  to  give  our  voices  in  elections  of  magi- 
ftrates  and  parliament  members  in  divers  pla¬ 
ces,  though  known  to  have  right  thereunto, 
as  freeholders,  &c. 

Wherefore  our  requeft  is,  that  in  all  cafes 
where  oaths  are  impofed,  and  fwearing  re¬ 
quired,  our  word,  that  is  our  folernn  affir¬ 
mation  or  denial,  as  in  the  fear  and  prefence 
of  God,  may  be  accepted  inftead  of  an  oath, 
for  which  we  humbly  offer,  and  freely  i'ubmit, 
that  if  any  under  the  fame  profeffioir  among 
us,  break  their  word,  or  be  found  falfe  in 
fuch  affirmation  or  denial,  or  guilty  of  falfe - 
hood  in  any  unfworn  teffimony,  evidence  or 
anfwers,  that  then  fuch  penalty  be  inflicted  on 
the  perfon  fo  offending  as  law  and  juftice  re¬ 
quire  in  cafe  of  falfe  fwearing  or  perjury.” 


44 


“  To  the  refpe&ive  members  of  the  houfe  °ffpt|f”tion 
“  commons,  the  humble  application  of  the0fi  U 


“  People  commonly  called  Quakers. 

“  We  the  faid  people,  being  members  of 
that  body  which  you  reprefent,  and  con- 
C  c  2  “  cerned 


com¬ 
mons. 
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c  h  a  p.  44  cerned  in  trade  and  induftry,  and  employing 
ix.  «  many  poor  in  the  manufactories  of  this  na- 
— •'7"'  44  tion,  as  alfo  in  contributing  to  the  charge 
i695-  Qf  t^e  government  according  to  our  abilities, 

“  do  defire  and  humbly  crave  that  our  liberties, 
«  rights  and  properties  may  be  fecured  to  us 
44  and  ours,  that  we  may  no  longer  be  expofed 
“  to  unjuft  and  vexatious  fuits,  nor  be  a  prey 
44  to  ill  difpofed  perfons,  who  take  advan- 
44  tage  againft  us,  to  profecute  and  ruin  us, 
“  merely  becaufe  in  point  of  tender  confcience, 
44  %ce  dare  not  fwear  in  any  cafe ,  wrhich  is  in 
44  obedience  to  the  command  of  our  bleffed 
44  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  as  we  verily 
44  believe  is  our  duty  in  this  gofpel  day  ;  but 
44  hold  ourfelves  obliged  to  declare  and  teftify 
44  the  truth  without  oath,  in  cafes  wherein 
44  our  anfwers  and  teftimonies  may  be  re- 
44  quired. 

44  Wherefore  -eve  humbly  entreat  your  chrif- 
44  tian  compaffion  in  your  favourable  acceptance 
44  of  our  petition,  which  is  for  leave  to  bring  in 
44  a  bill  for  our  relief,  and  fo  to  confider  our 
44  fuffering  cafe  as  if  it  were  your  own,  and  you 
44  in  our  ftead ;  that  we  and  our  pofterity  may 
44  have  caufe  to  blefs  the  Lord  on  your  behalf.” 

44  To  the  commons  of  England  in  parliament 
44  affembled. 

Pttition.  “  The  humble  petition  of  the  People  called 

44  Quakers. 

44  Sheweth, 

44  Our  many  long  and  renewed  fufferings  for 
44  not  [wearinr  we  hope  may  gn'6  fatisfaclion  to 

44  this 


(C 

« 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

(( 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 


1695- 


PEOPLE  called  QJJ  AKERS,  405 

this  nation,  that  it  is  purely  our  confcientious  chap. 
and  religious  principle  ‘ not  to  j wear  in  any  tx. 
cafe ,  in  tender  obedience  to  the  command  of 
our  blefled  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
we  are  fully  perfuaded,  and  according  to  the 
example  of  many  eminent  martyrs  and  men 
of  holinefs,  wifdom  and  renown,  who  tefti- 
fied  againft  oaths  and  fwearing  in  the  gofpel 
day ;  neverthelefs  we  have  been,  and  yet  are 
expofed  in  our  perfons  to  tedious  imprifon- 
ments,  in  our  eftates  to  fequeftrations  and 
feizures,  difabled  from  defending  our  juft  titles 
and  properties,  recovering  our  juft  debts,  or 
helping  others  in  like  cafes,  and  to  many  un¬ 
juft  and  vexatious  fuits. 

“  Wherefore  the  power  of  relieving  us  by 
law  from  thefe  our  grievances  and  hardfhips, 
refting  in  the  king  and  parliament,  our  hum¬ 
ble  requeft  is,  that  you  will  favourably  pleafe 
to  give  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  that  our 
folemn  affirmation  or  denial  may  be  accepted 
irdtead  of  an  oath,  freely  fubmitting,  that 
whoever  in  this  cafe  fhall  falfify  the  truth,  and 
be  thereof  duly  convicted,  {hall  undergo  like 
pains  and  penalties  as  in  law  and  juftice  are 
due  unto  perjured  perfons.” 


A  committee  of  the  aforefaid  meeting  was  committ  e 
moreover  appointed  to  folicit  the  members  in^"J"c‘'d 
favour  of  the  petition,  and  to  procure  the  paff-  members, 
ing  of  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  friends.  They  ^oti’thc 
fhewed  copies  of  the  petition  to  many  of  the  puffing  «>f 
members,  to  furniffi  them  previoufly  with  a  clear thc  D‘ 
underftanding  of  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  as  hav¬ 
ing  a  confcientious  fcruple  againft  violating  the 
command  of  Chrift,  fwear  not  at  all ,  which  they 

underftood 
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chap,  underflood  to  be  a  pofitive  prohibition  ;  alfo  to 
ix.  {hew  them  the  great  neceffity  of  affording  them 
relief  in  this  cafe,  by  reafon  of  the  hardfhips  and 
i<595-  difappointments  to  themfelves  and  others,  for 
want  of  their  power  to  give  legal  evidence  with¬ 
out  injuring  their  confidences. 

They  fpent  fome  weeks  in  folicitations  previous 
to  their  introduction  of  the  petition,  being  de- 
firous  that  it  might  not  be  prefented  too  haftily 
or  abruptly,  before  the  members  of  the  houfe 
were  properly  apprized  of  the  tenour  and  ten¬ 
dency  thereof,  and  prepared  for  its  reception. 
They  then  applied  to  Edmund  Waller,  Efq;  to 
take  in  the  petition,  which  he  cheerfully  under¬ 
took,  moved  the  reading  thereof,  and  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  that  the  folemn  affirmation , 
£sV.  which  motion  was  carried  by  a  great  majo¬ 
rity,  and  leave  accordingly  given. 

The  friends  of  the  committee  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  procured  the  acceptance  of  their 
fimple  affirmation  of  negation  without  any  appeal 
to  the  divine  Being ; .  but  the  friends  in  the 
houfe,  who  were  reioiced  at  their  fuccefs  fo  far, 
and  who  were  aftive  in  promoting  the  bill,  giv¬ 
ing  their  opinion,  that  to  make  the  atteftation  fo 
folemn  in  courts  of  juftice,  as  to  be  adequate  to 
the  idea  of  the  parliament,  there  mull  be  fome 
folemn  or  facred  expreffions  refpedling  the  om- 
nifcience  of  God,  as,  folemnly  to  declare  the  truth 
in  his  prefence ,  in  which  form  they  thought  it 
more  eligible  to  acquiefce,  than  to  rifque  the 
lofmg  of  the  bill.  In  this  form  it  palled  the 
houfe  of  commons. 

In  order  to  procure  it  an  eafy  paflage  through 
the  houfe  of  lords,  the  cafe  of  friends  was  re¬ 
printed  and  enlarged  ;  particularly  with  reference 

to 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS.  407 

to  the  Menonifts  in  Holland,  who  had  fince  1 577  chap. 
the  indulgence  granted  them,  that  their  Tea  and  ix. 
Nay  fhould  be  accepted  inftead  of  an  oath,  they 
being  fubject  in  cafe  of  fallifying  the  truth  to  the  I<59 5- 
penalty  of  perjury,  and  no  public  or  private 
damage  had  been  found  to  refult  therefrom. 

But  although  king  William  had  made  it  his 
ftudy  to  fill  up  the  vacant  fees  with  men  of  dif- 
tinguifhed  moderation,  yet  there  feemed  to  re- in  the  houfe 
main  ftill  fome  bifhops  of  the  old  caff,  who  re-  hfrhops^n- 
tained  an  averfion  to  the  eafe  intended  by  favour  to 
this  bill,  and  excepting  againft  the  form  of  af-  [heirTppii- 
firmation,  aimed  at  defeating  the  benefit  there- catio»- 
of,  by  fubftituting  an  oath  in  effeff,  in  a  diffe¬ 
rent  form,  in  place  of  an  oath  in  the  common 
form.  Inftead  of  the  affirmation,  as  it  came  By  dnng- 
from  the  commons,  they  wanted  to  introduce  j”fn‘h0ef  the 
more  folemn  affeverations,  fuch  as,  I  call  God  to  affirmation 
witnefs  and  judge,  &c.  I  call  God  to  record  oath 
upon  my  foul,  and  appeal  to  God  as  a  judge  ofinanew 
the  truth  of  what  I  fay,  &c.  which  the  com-  orm' 
mittee  of  the  meeting  for  fufferings  being  in¬ 
formed  of  by  fome  of  the  temporal  peers,  who 
were  friendly,  and  wifhed  to  redrefs  the  grievan¬ 
ces  of  the  fociety  in  this  refpecl,  juftly  remarked 
that  the  end  of  their  folicitation  and  petitioning 
to  be  freed  from  all  oaths,  as  contrary  to  their 
confcientious  perfuafion,  would  be  manifeftly  de¬ 
feated  by  the  impofition  of  a  new  oath,  in  which 
light  they  underftood  all  thefe  propofed  forms  of 
expreffion,  whereinto  the  invocation  of  the  fa- 
cred  name  as  judge  or  avenger  was  introduced. 

Upon  this  reprefentation  the  peers  returned  into 
the  houfe  and  entered  into  a  frefti  debate,  and 
returning  back  to  the  friends  in  waiting,  in¬ 
formed  them  that  they  had  brought  the  bifhops 
to  agree  to  this  amendment,  to  add  after  the 
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CHAP,  word  [God]  thefe  words  [the  witnefs  of  the  truth 
ix.  of  what  I  fay]  and  earneflly  perfuaded  them  to 
v— - *v — >  agree  to  the  addition  of  thefe  words,  rather  than 
1695.  lofe  the  bill,  whereupon  the  faid  friends,  finding 
they  could  do  no  better,  confented  to  leave  the 
matter  to  their  difcretion ;  fo  the  bill  was  finally 
paffed,  with  an  affirmation  in  this  form,  /,  A.  B. 
do  declare  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God ,  the 
witnefs  of  the  truth  of  what  I  fay. 

The  act  as  palfed,  befides  the  foregoing,  con¬ 
tained  the  following  article. 

“  Fourthly,  And  whereas,  by  reafon  of  a  pre¬ 
tended  fcruple  of  confcience,  Quakers  do  re¬ 
fute  to  pay  tithes  and  church-rates,  be  it  en¬ 
acted,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  where 
any  Quaker  {hall  refufe  to  pay  or  compound 
for  his  great  or  fmall  tithes,  or  to  pay  any 
church-rates,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  two  next  juftices  of  peace  of  the 
fame  county  (other  than  fuch  jultice  of  the 
peace  as  is  patron  of  the  church  or  chapel 
whence  the  faid  tithes. do  or  fhall  arife,  or  any 
ways  interefled  in  the  faid  tithes)  upon  the 
complaint  of  any  parfon,  vicar,  farmer  or 
proprietor  of  tithes,  church-warden  or  church¬ 
wardens,  who  ought  to  have,  receive  or  col- 
left  the  fame,  by  warrant  under  their  hands 
and  teals,  to  convene  before  them  fuch  Qua¬ 
ker  or  Quakers  neglefting  or  refuting  to  pay 
or  compound  for  the  fame,  and  to  examine 
upon  oath,  which  oath  the  faid  juflices  are 
hereby  empowered  to  adminifter,  or  in  fuch 
manner  as  by  this  aft  is  provided,  the  truth 
and  juftice  of  the  faid  complaint,  and  to  af- 
certain  and  flate  what  is  due  and  payable  by 
fuch  Quaker  or  Quakers  to  the  party  or  par¬ 
ties 


CC 


CC 


CC 


CC 


cc 

CC 


CC 


CC 


CC 


CC 


CC 


CC 


PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS. 


409 


“  ties  complaining  ;  and  by  order  under  their  chap. 
“  hands  and  feals  to  direct  and  appoint  the  pay-  Ix* 
ec  ment  thereof,  fo  as  the  l'um  ordered  as  afore- 
“  faid  do  not  exceed  ten  pounds  ;  and  upon  re-  ' 

“  fufal  by  fuch  Quaker  or  Quakers  to  pay,  ac- 
u  cording  to  fuch  order,  it  fhall  and  may  be 
“  lawful  to  and  for  any  one  of  the  faid  juftices, 

“  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  feal  to  levy  the 
“  money  thereby  ordered  to  be  paid,  by  diftrefs 
“  and  fale  of  goods  of  fuch  offender,  his  ex- 
“  ecutors  or  adminiftrators,  rendering  only  the 
“  overplus  to  him,  her  or  them,  neceffarv  char- 
“  ges  of  diffraining  being  thereout  firft  deduci- 
“  ed  and  allowed  by  the  faid  juitice  ;  and  any 
“  perfon  finding  him,  her  or  themfelves  aggriev- 
“  ed  by  any  judgment  given  by  fuch  two  jufti- 
“  ces  of  the  peace,  fhall  and  may  appeal  to  the 
“  next  general  quarter  feffions  to  be  held  for  the 
“  county,  riding,  city  or  town  corporate ;  and 
“  the  juLices  of  the  peace  there  prefent,  or  the 
“  major  part  of  them,  fhall  proceed  finally  to 
“  hear  and  determine  the  matter,  and  to  reverfe 
“  the  faid  judgment,  if  they  fhall  fee  caufe  ; 

“  and  if  the  juftices  then  prefent,  or  the  major 
“  part  of  them,  fhall  find  caufe  to  continue  the 
“  judgment  given  by  the  firft  two  juftices  of 
“  the  pieace,  they  fhall  then  decree  the  fame  by 
“  order  of  feffions,  and  fhall  alfo  proceed  to 
“  give  fuch  cofts  againft  the  appellant,  to  be  le- 
“  vied  by  diftrefs  and  fale  of  goods  and  chattels 
a  of  the  faid  appellant,  as  to  them  fhall  feem 
“  juft  and  reafonable  ;  and  no  proceedings  or 
“  judgment  had  or  to  be  had  by  virtue  of  this 
“  aft  fhall  be  removed  or  luperfedsd  by  any  writ 
“  of  certiorari  or  other  writ  out  of  his  majefty’s 
“  courts  at  Weftminfter,  or  any  other  court 

“  whatfoever. 
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c  h  a  P.  “  whatfoever,  unlefs  the  title  of  fuch  tithes 
ix.  ct  fhall  be  in  queftion.” 

J  This  ad  for  feven  years,  was  at  the  expira- 
i695-  tion  continued  for  eleven  years  longer,  and  af¬ 
terwards  in  the  year  1715  made  perpetual ;  but 
the  terms  of  this  affirmation  being!  Kill  uneafy 
to  many  friends,  who  confcientioufly  fcrupling 
the  ufe  thereof,  as  in  their  opinion  approaching 
too  near  the  nature  of  an  oath,  by  reafon  of  an 
implied  appeal  to  God  for  the  truth,  applied  for 
an  amendment  thereof  in  the  year  1721,  and  ob¬ 
tained  their  requeft. 

BLii Brought  Whilfl  King  William  was  ftudioufly  endea- 
^ymenTo/vouring  to  relieve  the  people  called  Quakers 
ftnaii  tithes  from  their  fufferings  and  hardfhips  to  which  they 
Mdchurch-  were  exp0feci,  the^high-church  ecclefiaftics  were 

contriving  to  bring  them  under  the  lafh  of  a 
frefh  penal  law.  A  bill  was  brought  into  the 
ho  ufe  of  Lords  about  this  time,  by  the  bifhop  of 
London,  and  warmly  promoted  by  him,  for  the 
better  payment  of  church-rates,  fmall  tithes  and 
other  church  dues,  whereby  the  penalties  of  the 
ad  of  32  Henry  VIII.  for  the  recovery  of  pre¬ 
dial  tithes  were  extended  to  fmall  tithes,  repair¬ 
ing  the  public  places  of  worfhip,  clerks  wages, 
and  even  the  demands  of  the  fexton ;  fo  that  for 
a.  trifling  demand  of  perhaps  lefs  than  a  fhilling 
any  perfon  might  be  fubjeded  to  the  enormous 
expenfe  of  a'  fuit  in  the  ecclefiaftical  courts, 
and  if  he  did  not  obey  the  monition  of  the  judge 
to  pay  the  demands  and  cofls,  he  was  to  be  at¬ 
tached,  and  committed  to  prifon  without  bail 
or  mainprize,  as  fpecified  in  the  aforefaid  ad  of 
Henry  VIII.  for  predial  tithes,  with  this  addition, 
that  the  juftices  may  grant  warrants  to  diftrain 
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the  goods  of  defendants  in  fuch  caufes,  or  im-  c  h  ap. 
prifon  if  no  diftrefs  could  be  found.  1X* 

A  bill  of  this  tendency  to  bring  very  fevere  ' — 
injury  to  the  people  called  Quakers  mull  necelfa-  l695* 
rily  awaken  the  attention  of  the  meeting  for  fuf- 
ferings  in  London.  Having  previoufly  procured  Friends  of 
a  copy  of  the  bill,  and  prepared  iome  excep- 
tions  to  it,  (hewing  how  injurious  it  would  be  it. 
to  the  rights  and  properties  of  the  fubjeft,  and 
how  repugnant  to  common  law  and  jullice,  if 
palfed  into  an  aft,  and  having  notice  of  the  day 
appointed  for  a  committee  of  the  lords  to  fit 
upon  it,  fome  of  the  friends  of  London  were 
admitted  to  an  audience  of  the  faid  committee. 

The  bilhop  of  London  being  chairman  interro¬ 
gated  them  what  reafon  they  had  to  except  againfl 
the  bill  ?  To  which  George  Whitehead  replied, 
the  fame  reafon  that  is  given  in  the  aft  of  par¬ 
liament  17  Charles  I.  for  abolifiiing  the  (tar- 
chamber  and  high  commiflion  courts,  it  being 
conceived  with  fubmiflion,  that  the  fame  reafons 
may  be  objefted  to  the  prefent  bill,  as  giving  ab- 
folute  power  to  the  ecclefiaftical  courts,  their 
judges  and  ordinaries,  to  pafs  definitive  fentence 
without  appeal,  and  conveying  to  them  the  pow¬ 
er  of  becoming  arbitrary  and  oppreffive,  which 
were  the  reafons  affigned  for  abolifhing  the 
aforefaid  arbitrary  courts. 

The  temporal  lords  were  very  civil  and  kind 
during  the  conference,  and  after  much  difcourfe 
the  bifhop  afking  if  they  had  any  exceptions  to 
oiler  in  writing,  was  anfwered  in  the  affirmative, 
and  the  following  exceptions  produced  : 
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CH  A  P. 44  Exceptions  again!!  the  bill,  entitled  an  act  tor 
ix.  44  the  better  payment  of  church  rates,  fmall 
v — v— *->  44  tithes,  and  other  church  dues  ;  and  for 

1695.  “  better  palling  church-wardens  accounts. 

Exceptions 
agamit  the 

bill. 

44  Humbly  offered, 

44  It  is  obferved,  That  in  the  faid  bill  no 
44  appeal  to  any  other  or  higher  court  is  grant- 
44  ed,  or  provifion  made  for  redrefs  or  reftitu- 
44  tion  to  the  perfons  wrongfully  profecuted  ; 
44  nor  for  the  punilhment  01  fuch  as  may  ma- 
44  licioully  or  wrongfully  profecute  others  ;  but 
44  the  eccleliaftical  judge  is  made  the  foie  judge 
44  and  determiner,  by  his  definitive  fentence, 
44  concerning  the  penalties  upon  the  perfons  and 
44  perfonal  eftates. — No  trial  by  juries  allowed, 
44  although  the  penalty  feems  to  be  two-fold,  or 
44  of  two  kinds,  imprifonment-  of  perfons  and 
44  diflrefs  of  goods.— No  difcharge  of  the  pri- 
44  foner  provided  when-  diflrefs  is  made  ;  doth 
44  not  this  amount  to  two  punifhments  for  one 
44  offence  (fuppofed),  that  is  lofs  of  liberty  and 
44  lofs  of  goods,  tending  to  ftarve  the  poor 
44  widow  and  children  at  heme  r — No  legal  ex- 
44  cufe  admitted  or  provided  for  the  party  cited, 
44  fummoned  or  profecuted,  fuppofe  he  be  gone 
44  a  long;’  journey,  or  other  wife  unavoidably  pie- 
44  vented  by  his  emergent  occafions  from  ap- 
44  pearing,  but  he  mult  be  taken  pro  confejfo , 
44  which  is  to  condemn  him  without  hearing. 
44  The  penalty  the  fame  for  not  paying  the  clerks 
44  or  fexton  or  church-rates,  as  is  for  not  pay- 
44  ing  fmall  tithes.  Query,  Ho\v  can  this  be 
44  equal  or  bear  proportion?  May  not  this  in- 

44  creafe 
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creafe  our  trouble  and  fufferings,  by  thus  giv-  chap. 
ing  power  to  fo  many,  and  luch  profecutors  ix. 
as  clerks,  fextons,  Ac.  and  on  fuch  fmall  ac- 
counts  as  theirs.  i695* 

“  Any  party  or  witneffes  cited  to  appear  in 
the  ecclefiaflical  court  are  liable  to  imprifon- 
ment  upon  certificate  from  the  faid  court, 
which  is  or  may  be  very  hard,  efpecially  as 
to  our  friends,  who  cannot  for  confcience 
fake  fwear  in  any  cafe. 

“  Whether  this  bill  does  not  exceed  the  fta- 
tute  32  Henry  VIII.  c.  7.  in  feverity,  and  give 
greater  and  more  abfolute  power  to  the  ec- 
clefiaflical  courts  over  men’s  perfons  and  pro¬ 
perties  than  ever  they  had,  excepting  the  power 
of  the  ftar-chamber  and  the  ecclefialfical  com- 
miflioners,  or  high  commifiion  court,  taken 
awray,  repealed  and  made  void,  17  Car.  I. 
chap.  10,  11.  An  appeal  feems  allowed,  fiat. 

Hen.  VIII.  chap.  7.  §  3.  Here’s  none  in  this 
bill.  Imprifonments  till  fureries  to  perform 
the  definitive  fentence  and  judgment  of  the 
court  ecclefiaftical,  but  no  diftrefs  of  goods 
in  the  interim,  by  the  faid  ftatute  32  Henry 
VIII.  chap.  7.  §  4.  which  yet  is  very  hard  and 
fevere  of  i  tie  If. 

“  It  is  alfo  with  fubmiffion  conceived  that 
other  reafons  again!!  this  bill  may  be  duly  al¬ 
leged,  and  fuch  as  formerly  did  legally  and 
juftly  induce  the  parliament  to  repeal  the  fia- 
tute  made  the  eleventh  year  of  Henry  VII. 
chap.  3.  which  was  repealed  in  the  firlt  year 
of  Henry  VIII.  chap.  6.  vide  Chief  Juitice 
Coke’s  inftitutes,  part  4,  folio  40,  41,  and 
fecond  part,  folio  51,  where  Richard  Empfon 
and  Edmund  Dudley’s  arbitrary  proceedings 

thereupon 
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c  h  a  p.  ct  thereupon  are  difcovered  and  condemned,  as 
ix.  weq  as  the  faid  court  of  ftar-chamber,  and 
«  the  pOWer  of  the  high  commiffion  court,  were 
1695.  «  taken  away  by  king  and  parliament,  as  before 

te  quoted. 

“  ’Tis  conceived  that  the  fame  reafons  for 
c<  removing  thofe  courts  and  repeal  of  the 
<c  branch  of  the  faid  ftatute,  1  Eliz.  (which  gave 
“  them  their  power  and  jurifdiclion)  ftand  good 
“  again  ft  the  prefent  bill,  as  being  contrary  to 
tc  the  great  charter  and  common  courfe  of  juf- 
tc  tice,  by  giving  fuch  abfolute  power  to  the  ec- 
“  clefiaftical  courts  and  their  judges,  to  deter- 
ec  mine  and  give  definitive  fentence  and  judg- 
“  ment  upon  fubjedts  perfonal  eftates  or  goods 
“  and  chattels,  and  for  confinement  of  perfons ; 
ct  which  tends  greatly  to  opprefs,  burden  and 
“  ruin  them.  Laftlv,  the  liberty  of  confcience 
“  already  confirmed  by  law  may  greatly  be  in- 
c;  fringed  and  leffened,  if  the  ecclefiaflical  judges 
tc  or  courts  have  fuch  abfolute  power  and  jurif- 
ec  diftion  given  them  over  men’s  perfons  and  pro- 
cc  perties,  according  to  the  import  of  the  prefent 
“  bill  which  it  is  really  believed  muff  needs 
“  greatly  diflatisfy  many  thoufands  of  the  king’s 
“  confci'entious  proteftant  fubjefts,  and  increafe 
st  the  number  of  prifoners,  of  which  there  are 
<c  many  on  the  account  of  confcience  already.” 

The  bill  was  laid  afide. 
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CHAP.  X. 


T reaty  of  Ryfwick. — Addrefs  of  the  People  called 
Quakers  thereupon. — A  Spirit  of  Perfection  re¬ 
vived. — Some  Priefts  of  Norfolk  challenge  to  a 
Difpute. — They  publifh  two  ahufive  Tracis. — 
Anfwered  by  George  Whitehead. — Remonflrance 
by  William  Penn. — They  procure  a  Petition  a- 
gainjl  the  Quakers  to  Parliament. — The  Petition 
fuppreffed. — Second  Petition  from  the  Magi- 
Jlrates  of  Edmundfoury ,  Suffolk ,  alfo  fuppreffed 
— Account  of  Charles  Marfhall. — Accoitnt  of 
John  Crook. 

A  TREATY  of  peace  was  concluded  at  Ryf-  chap. 
wick  this  year  between  England,  France  and  x. 
Holland,  whereby  the  nation  was  relieved  from 
a  long  and  expenfive  war,  and  king  William  ac-  1(597- 
knowledged  by  Lewis  XIV.  as  king  of  Great 
Britain,  who  alfo  engaged  not  to  difturb  king 
William  in  the  poffeiiion  of  his  realms  and  go¬ 
vernment,  nor  affift  his  enemies,  nor  favour 
confpiracies  againft  his  perfon.  Addrelfes  of  con¬ 
gratulation  hereupon  being  made  or  lent  up  to 
the  king  from  many  quarters,  and  from  moll  or 
all  other  focieties  of  proteftants ;  this  fociety 
alfo  in  point  of  gratitude  for  the  religious  liberty 
they  now  enjoyed,  and  to  teftify  their  fatisfac- 
tion  in  the  reftoration  of  peace,  prefented  the 
following  addrefs : 


“  To 
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Addrvfs  to 
ting  Wil¬ 
liam  on  the 
treaty  of 
Rjt'vvick. 


To  king  William  the  third,  over  England,  &c. 

The  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  People 
“  commonly  called  Quakers,  humbly  pre- 
fented. 

44  May  it  pleafe  the  king, 


«  Seeing  the  mod  high  God,  who  ruleth  in 
44  the  kingdoms  of  men,  and  appointeth  over 
44  them  whomfoever  he  will,  hath  by  his  over- 
44  ruling  power  and  providence  placed  thee  in 
44  dominion  and  dignity  over  thefe  realms,  and 
44  by  his  divine  favour  has  fignaily  preferved 
44  and  delivered  thee  from  many  great  and  immi- 
“  nent  dangers,  and  gracioufly  turned  the  cala- 
44  mity  of  war  into  the  defired  mercy  of  peace  ; 
44  we  heartily  wifh  that  we  and  all  others  con- 
44  cerned  may  be  truly  fendble  and  humbly 
“  thankful  to  Almighty  God  for  the  iame,  that 
“  the  peace  may  be  a  lading  and  perpetual  blef- 
44  dng. 

44  And  now,  O  king,  the  God  of  peace  hav- 
44  ing  returned  thee  in  fafety,  it  is  caufe  oi  joy 
44  to  them  that  fear  him,  to  hear  thy  good  and 
44  feafonable  refolution  effectually  to  diicourage 
44  profanenefs  and  immorality,  righteoufnefs 
44  being  that  which  exaiteth  a  nation.  And  as 
44  the  king  has  been  tenderly  inclined  to  give 
44  eafe  and  liberty  of  Confidence  to  his  fubjeds 
44  of  different  periuahons  (of  whofe  favours  we 
44  have  largely  partaken),  lo  we  efteem  it  our 
44  duty  gratefully  to  commemorate  and  acknow- 
44  ledge  the  fame,  earneftly  befeeching  Almighty 
44  God  to  aflift  the  king  to  profecute  all  thefe 
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his  juft  and  good  inclinations,  that  his  days  chap. 
here  may  be  happy  and  peaceable,  and  here-  x. 

“  after  he  may  partake  of  a  lafting  crown  that 
“  will  never  fade  away.”  l&97- 

London,  7th  of  um°.  called  January,  1697. 

The  fociety  of  people,  called  Quakers,  al-  T6o8. 
though  they  now  enjoyed  the  exemptions  of  the  AfPirit?f 
a£t  of  toleration,  did  not  enjoy  them  unmolefted.  reived.10” 
There  ftill  l’urvived  a  fpirit  of  perfecution  and 
intolerance  in  fundry  ecclefiaftics  and  others, 
who  envied  them  the  liberty  with  which  they 
were  favoured,  and  united  their  exertions  to  de¬ 
prive  them  thereof.  The  firft  effort  about  this 
time  was  made  by  fome  priefts  of  Norfolk,  at  the 
inftigation  of  one  Francis  Bugg,  who  formerly 
made  profeftion  with  the  people  called  Quakers, 
and  had  apoftatized  from  them  fome  years  be¬ 
fore,  whether  with  William  Rogers  and  the  fe- 
paratifts  of  that  day,  or  before,  I  find  no  certain 
account ;  he  ieems  to  have  been  of  too  little  con- 
fequence  to  be  particularly  noticed,  only  in  a 
curfory  manner,  in  any  records  or  memoirs  of 
this  people  I  have  met  with. 

Thefe  Norfolk  priefts  commenced  hoftilities  by  SomcPriefts 
a  challenge  to  a  public  meeting  in  their  parilh  challenge  to 
church  (fo  called)  at  Weft  Deerham,  where  fome  *  Q,1Putc- 
friends  of  London  and  of  the  country  met  them  ; 
the  priefts  had  got  many  hooks  written  by  fome 
of  the  fociety,  and  endeavoured  from  thence  to 
draw  injurious  conclufions,  which  they  could  not 
make  good,  nor  gain  the  advantage  they  expect¬ 
ed  and  aimed  at  in  this  difpute. 

D  d 
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They  pub- 
lifh  two 
abulive 
tra6t». 


Anfwered 
by  George 
"Whitehead 


Remon- 
ft ranee  by 
W.  Penn. 


Being  difappointed  in  their  hopes  in  this  verbal 
controverfy,  they  then  took  up  the  pen,  and  pub- 
lilhed  two  tra&s,  entitled,  ill.  A  Brief  Difco- 
very ,  &c.  2d,  Some  few  of  the  Quakers  many 
horrid  Blafphemies ;  and  now  difeovering  their 
real  intention,  they  prefented  thefe  calumniating 
tracts  to  the  parliament  or  members  thereof,  to 
prepare  the  way  for  their  further  attempts. 

Thefe  books,  written  with  defign  to  reprefent 
the  principles  of  the  Quakers  blafphemous,  and 
the  people  feditious,  met  with  fuitable  anfwers 
by  George  Whitehead,  wherein  their  ungenerous 
aims  were  dete&ed,  and  their  acrimonious  and 
injurious  affertions  refuted ;  and  copies  of  this 
anfwer  were  alfo  delivered  to  the  members  of 
parliament,  to  obviate  any  ill  impreffions  from 
their  mifreprefentations. 

But  as  thefe  anfwers  could  not  be  finilhed  and 
printed  off  fo  expeditioufiy  as  the  exigency  re¬ 
quired,  the  following  brief  remonftrance,  drawn 
up  by  William  Penn,  was  in  the  mean  time 
printed,  and  handed  to  •  the  members  of  parlia¬ 


ment. 

“  It  does  not  furprize  us  to  be  evilly  en- 
cc  treated,  and  efpecially  by  thofe  that  have  an 
“  intereft  in  doing  it.  But  if  confcience  pre- 
vailed  more  than  contention,  and  charity  over- 
u  ruled  prejudices,  we  might  hope  for  fairer 
“  quarter  from  our  adverfaries. 

“  But  fuch  is  our  unhappinefs,  that  nothing 
“  lefs  will  fatisfy  them  than  breaking  in  upon 
<c  the  indulgence  that  we  enjoy,  if  they  could 
“  perfuade  the  government  to  fecond  their  at- 
“  tempts  to  a  new  perfecution,  in  order  to  w’hich 
e<  we  perceive  they  have  been  hard  at  work  to 
“  pervert  our  books,  violate  our  fenfe,  abufe 
-  “  our 
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“  our  pradice,  and  ridicule  our  perfons  ;  know-  chap. 
“  ing  very  well  with  whom  they  have  to  do,  x* 

“  and  that  the  patience  of  our  profeflion  is  ' 

“  their  fecurity  for  abufing  of  it. 

“  However,  if  it  has  weight  enough  with  our 
“  fuperiors  to  exped  a  frefh  defence  of  our 
“  principles  and  pradices,  we  (hall,  with  God's 
“  afliftance,  be  ready,  for  their  fatisfadion, 

“  once  more  to  juftify  both,  againft  the  infults 
“  of  our  reftlefs  adverfaries  ;  who  otherwife, 

“  we  take  leave  to  fay,  would  not  deferve  our 
“  notice,  fince  we  have  already  repeatedly  an- 
“  fwered  their  objedions  in  print,  and  think  it 
“  our  duty,  as  well  as  wifdom,  to  ufe  the  li- 
“  berty  the  government  has  favoured  us  with, 

“  in  as  peaceable  and  inoffenfive  a  manner  as 
“  may  be.” 

Notwithftanding  which,  thefe  priefts  and  their 
afliftant  Francis  Bugg,  and  other  abettors,  not 
contented  with  vilifying  the  people  called  Qua¬ 
kers  with  their  grofs  alperfions  in  print,  proceed¬ 
ed  in  their  defign,  and  procured  an  invidious 
petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons  replete  with  Thefe 
general  invedives  againft  this  people,  accufations  p/0'c„sre  an 
without  grounds,  and  calumnies  which  they  could  invidious 
not  prove  ;  a  copy  whereof  will  evince  the  ex-  p^Went 
tent  of  their  evil  difpolition,  and  their  reludance 
to  the  toleration  granted  by  the  late  ad. 


<< 


“To  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Norfolk  petition  of  juftices  and  grand  jurors. 


“  We  cannot  without  refentment  take  notice 
“  of  the  great  growth  and  daily  increafe  of  the 

D  d  2  “  Quakers, 
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chap.  <c  Quakers,  and  the  viifchiefs  and  dangers  from 
x*  44  thence  threatening  this  nation. 

-s  obfervable  with  what  reftlefs  zeal  their 
1698.  cc  deluding  teachers,  and  (as  we  fufpect)  many 
44  Romijh  emiffaries  under  their  difguife  ramble 
44  into  all  parts  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  boldly 
44  fpread  their  venomous  doctrines  every  where  ; 
44  attempting  to  infect  and  {hake  the  minds  of 
44  weak  proteftants ;  and  afluming  rules  of  dif- 
44  cipline,  powers  in  matters  of  religion  and 
44  forms  of  government,  repugnant  to  the  efta- 
44  bliflred  laws  of  this  kingdom,  contrary  to  the 
44  very  act  of  toleration,  and  not  allowed  to  any 
44  other  diffenters  ;  vouching  all  their  actions  by 
“  divine  infpiration  for  their  warrant,  and  the 
indulgence  of  the  government  for  their  in- 
demnity. 

“  How  apparently  their  blafphemous  books  and 
pernicious  principles  tend  to  fubvert  the  funda- 
“  mentals  of  chriftianity  and  undermine  the  ci- 
<£  vil  government  is  fufficiently  demonftrable  ; 
“  the  publifhing  whereof,  by  pretended  per- 
ct  miffion  of  the  government,  is  of  a  moft  dan- 
<4  gerous  confequence. 

“  The  prayer  is  to  take  thefe  things  into  con- 
“  fideration,  that  (with  whatfoever  tendernefs 
“  to  the  perfons  and  eftates  of  thefe  people) 
“  their  faid  principles  and  practices  may  be 
44  ftridtly  examined,  and  cenfured  or  fuppreffed 
44  as  they  fhall  appear  to  deferve,  and  as  in 
44  your  great  wifdom  fhall  feem  expedient ; 
44  and  that  the  true  chriftian  religion  may  be 
44  preferved  from  popilh  fuperftition  and  unpol- 
44  luted  with  enthufiaflical  innovations.” 


It 
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It  is  unneceffary  to  make  any  comment  on  e  h  a  p. 
this  extraordinary  petition,  it  ipeaks  for  itfelf,  x- 
that  the  fpirit  of  perfecution  furviv-ed  the  aft  of 
toleration  in  the  breads  of  all  concerned  -in  it.  1  ^  ’ 

Two  priefts,  John  Meriton  and  L - Top- 

cliff  attended  the  parliament  to  folicit  the  intro¬ 
ducing  of  their  petition  into  the  houfe  :  but  the 
times  were  now  changed,  and  more  liberal  fen- 
timents  in  refpeft  to  religious  liberty  generally 
adopted  by  all  men  of  fenfe  and  candour,  than 
had  prevailed  in  the  preceding  reigns.  Friends  Friends  ob- 
having  obtained  a  copy  of  the  petition  fhewed  it  j£in^  c°py 
to  feveral  of  the  leading  members  of  parliament,  tion/and 
and  how  the  direft  tendency  thereof  was  to  make  to 
void  the  aft  of  toleration,  and  the  liberty  of bcrsof par- 
confcience  legally  granted  by  the  government. liament' 
This  confequence  was  too  obvious,  not  to  be 
perceived  by  the  members  at  the  firft  view,  and 
they  refolved  accordingly  to  fet  their  faces  againfl 
the  petition  ;  the  petitioners  put  it  into  the  hands 
of  the  members  for  the  county,  who  were 
brought  into  a  difagreeable  dilemma,  under  the 
profpeft  of  cither  difobliging  the  clergy  of  their 
own  county  and  their  partifans,  or  taking  a  part 
contrary  to  their  own  judgment  and  the  general 
fentiments  of  the  houfe  :  But  on  due  delibera- Thr  po¬ 
tion  they  prudently  withheld  the  petition,  as 
thinking  it  in  vain  to  make  a  motion  in  favour 
of  a  meafure  which  they  were  fenfible  would  be 
immediately  rejected. 

A  petition  of  the  like  tenour  and  tendency  Second  pc- 
was  alfo  drawn  up  by  the  magiftrates  of  Ed- 
mundfburv  in  Suffolk,  who  had  fignalized  their  jtrate*  °’:r 
promptitude  to  perfecution,  while  the  penal  .lawsburyUn  1 
were  in  force,  and  hereby  evidence  their 
regret  at  being  deprived  of  the  power  of 

domi- 
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CHAP,  domineering  and  haraffing  their  inoffenfive  fel- 
x*  low  fubjecis,  and  their  eagernels  to  regain  it. 
Their  petition  was  drawn  up  in  the  following 
terms : 


(C  To  the  honourable  the  commons  of  England, 
“  in  parliament  affembled. 

cc  The  humble  petition  of  the  aldermen,  afliflant 
“  juftice,  and  chief  burgefs  and  burgeffes  of 
“  the  common-council,  in  behalf  of  themfelves 
“  and  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
“  of  Bury  St.  Edmund’s  in  Suffolk. 

<£  Humbly  fheweth, 

<e  That  we  confidering  that  all  ancient  herefies 
“  which  have  vexed  both  church  and  flate, 
<e  were  never  fo  formidable  in  their  rife  and 
“  progrefs,  as  are  the  Quakers  ;  we  have  too 
Ci  juft  a  caufe  of  dreading  the  fubverfion  of  our 
“  government  by  them  if  not  carefully  prevent- 
<e  ed  and  fuppreffed,  being  in  their  clandeftine 
£<  conflitutions  oppofite  to  the  condition  of  our 
tl  eftablifhed  policy,  and  in  their  principles  of 
“  faith  anti-chriftian  ;  of  government  anti-mo- 
“  narchical ;  in  points  of  doctrine  anti-fcrip- 
“  tural ;  and  in  pra&ices  illegal,  having  their 
“  monthly,  quarterly  and  yearly  meetings,  which 
ii  we  cannot  but  reafonably  believe  tend  not 
“  only  to  the  fubverfion  of  our  laws  but  of  our 
“  religion  alfo,  to  us  of  greater  concern  than 
“  our  lives. 


“  We 
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“  We  therefore,  obliged  in  duty  to  God  and  chap. 
“  our  country,  do  humbly  pray  your  timely 
“  confideration  of  our  jealoufies,  and  remove 
“  our  fears,  if  not  by  totally  fuppreffing,  yet 
“•  at  leaft  by  preventing  their  after-growth  and 
“  increafe  amongft  us ;  that  our  posterity  may 
“  untroubled  live  by  this  early  care  of  our  laws 
“  and  liberties,  and  we  enjoy  the  wilhed-for 
“  happinefs  of  a  peaceful  life.” 

The  tendency  of  this  petition  was  fo  plain  and 
evident,  that  after  the  care  of  friends  refpecting 
the  Norfolk  petition  they  had  little  trouble  about  suppreflcd 
this  ;  for  the  Suffolk  members  had  with  others  aIfo‘ 
declared  their  averfion  to  the  principles  and 
drift  of  the  former  petition,  and  therefore  would 
not  violate  their  own  judgments  and  convic¬ 
tions  fo  far  as  to  introduce  it  into  the  houfe ; 
but  prudently  fuppreffed  it. 

In  this  year  this  fociety  in  the  city  of  London 
in  particular,  was  deprived  of  the  company  and 
fervices  of  a-  very  valuable  and  refpectable  mem¬ 
ber  in  the  deceafe  of  Charles  Marfhall,  who  had  Account  of 
fixed  his  refidence  for  feveral  years  pad  in  that 
city.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Briffol,  in  the 
4th  month,  1637,  and  his  parents,  being  perfons 
of  religious  and  virtuous  difpofuions,  gave  him  a 
good  education,  directed  to  cultivate  a  fimilar 
virtuous  difpofition  in  him,  as  well  as  to  furnilh 
him  with  a  fufficient  attainment  of  literature,  to 
fill  his  Ration  in  future  life  with  reputation. 

Faithful  guardians  of  his  tender  youth,  they 
endeavoured  to  preferve  his  innocency  by  a  cau¬ 
tious  reflriction  from  the  company  of  fuch  chil¬ 
dren,  as  being  lefs  carefully  educated,  by  their 
converfation  and  example  might  prove  injurious 
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■chap,  to  .him.  whilft  yet  a  child  he  took  delight  in 
the  fcriptures,  and  conceived  an  abhor- 
1608  rence.0^  Swearing,  lying  and  other  immoralities; 
at  this  tender  age  his  mother  was  careful  to 
take  him  along  with  her  to  the  meetings  of  the 
independents,  which  Ihe  frequented,  who  were 
at  that  time  an  enlightened,  fincere  and  confci- 
entious  people ;  fometimes  he  went  to  the  bap- 
till  meetings,  and  after  the  cuftom  of  that  feek- 
*ngage>  1°  hear  thofe  teachers  of  every  denomi¬ 
nation,  who  were  in  greateft  repute  for  their  zeal, 
experience  and  piety. 

As  he  grew  in  years  and  experience,  he  per¬ 
ceived  that  many  of  thefe  people  departed  from 
the  pure  principle  of  light  and  grace,  into  life- 
lefs  and  empty  profeffion,  wherefore  he  became 
diflatisfied  with  them,  and  left  them,  fpending 
much  time  in  folitary  retirement  in  the  fields 
and  woods  to  pour  forth  his  fupplications  to  the 
Almighty,  and  meditate  in  his  law,  out  of  the 
fight .  or  obfervation  of  men  ;  being  in  great 
confiift  of  fpirit  under  the  weight  of  death  and 
darknefs  prevailing  over  him,  he  cried  for  deli¬ 
verance,  and  being  now  much  detached  from 
gathered  focieties,  he  conforted  with  fome  other 
leering  people,  who  fpent  one  day  in  the  week 
in  falling  and  prayer. 

^  Ihis  was  about  the  year  1654,  when  John 
Camm  and  John  Audland,  having  under  a  reli¬ 
gious  engagement  of  mind  travelled  to  Brillol, 
vifited  the  felect  fociety  in  their  meeting,  when 
by  the  powerful  minillry  of  John  Audland, 
Charles  Marlhall  was  effectually  reached,  con¬ 
vinced  and  turned  to  an  attention  to  the  mani- 
fellations  of  the  light  in  his  own  heart. 


Through 
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-  Through  a  long  feries  of  inward  exercifes,  CHAP, 
fpiritual  conflicts  and  aflaults  of  the  prince  of  x* 
the  power  of  the  air,  which  were  made  manifeft 
by  the  light  in  his  confcience,  he  grew  in  ex-  I698* 
perience  till  the  work  of  fanctification  was  mea¬ 
surably  perfected,  and  after  many  years,  viz.  in 
the  year  1670,  he  received  a  difpenfation  of  the 
gofpel  to  minifter  to  others,  in  the  like  dernon- 
ftration  of  a  divine  influence  by  which  he  him- 
felf  had  been  convinced ;  and  by  his  labours  and 
travels  was  inftrumental  to  convince  many  others, 
and  convert  them  to  righteoufnefs,  continuing  a 
faithful  minifter  to  the  laft. 

In  the  fame  year  1670  he  commenced  his  tra¬ 
vels  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry  under  the  im- 
preflion  of  a  divine  requifition,  firft  through  the 
neighbouring  counties  of  YViltfhire  and  Glou- 
cefterfhire,  and  thence  northward  as  far  as  Ken-, 
dal  in  Weftmorland,  and  back  again  through 
Cheffiire,  Worcefterfhire  and  Gloueefterfhire 
home  ;  and  fo  continued  hys  travels  pretty  con- 
ftantly  to  the  year  1672,  during  which  time  he 
vifited  inoft  parts  of  England,  and  what  at  this 
time  was  very  remarkable,  met  with  no  inter¬ 
ruption  by  imprilonment  or  from  informers,  no 
man  being  fuffered  to  lay  hands  on  him  or  flop 
his  journey  ;  neither  did  any  man  (as  far  as  he 
knew  or  heard)  lofe  five  pounds  on  his  account 
by  means  of  the  conventicle  act.  But  he  was 
twice  Tick,  nigh  unto  death,  and  pafied  through 
many  trials,  difficulties  and  jeopardies,  from 
which  he  experienced  deliverance  many  ways. 

One  particular  inftance  was  this,  having  the 
fands  to  crofs  near  Ulverfton  in  Lancashire,  he 
came  in  company  with  four  others  to  the  river 
fide,  where  they  were  informed  by  two  perfons 
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chap  who  lived  on  the  other  fide,  that  they  might  get 
x.  over  in  fafety  ;  but  he  found  a  flop  in  his  own 
mind,  and  (landing  Hill  he  received  this  intelli- 
*698,  gence,  which  he  underflood  to  be  a  divine  warn¬ 
ing,  that  if  any  attempted  to  go  at  that  time  they 
•would,  perijh  ;  and  in  about  an  hour  the  fea 
overflowed  the  fands,  which  were  feveral  miles 
over,  whence  they  concluded,  if  they  had  gone 
at  that  time  they  had  loft  their  lives. 

Although  he  feems  to  have  efcaped  imprifon- 
ment  and  personal  injury  beyond  mod  of  his 
friends  cotemporary  with  him,  yet  he  did  not 
efcape  entirely.  Being  at  a  meeting  at  Claver- 
hain  in  Somerfetfhire,  in  the  10th  month  1674, 
fome  juflices  came  to  break  up  the  meeting,  one 
of  whom,  Francis  Pawlet  of  Wells,  as  he  was 
concerned  in  prayer,  laid  violent  hands  on  him, 
to  pull  him  through  the  rail  of  the  gallery,  and 
gripped  him  by  the  fide  fo  rudely  and  fo  hard 
as  caufed  him  to  fpit  blood,  and  haled  him  out 
of  the  meeting,  whereby  he  received  a  contu- 
fion,  of  which  he  complained  long  after. 

Ketsim-  He  was  a  considerable  fufferer  for  bis  tefli- 
B»n°pay-0r  mony  againfl  tithes,  in  the  lofs  and  fpoil  of 
n rat  of  his  goods.  In  the  year  1682,  whilft  relident  at 
tithes.  Tetherington  in  Wiltfhire,  he  was  profecuted  for 
tithes  by  John  Townfhend,  priefl  of  that  parifh, 
in  coniequence  whereof  he  was  arrefled,  and 
brought  before  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  committed  to  the  Fleet  prifon,  where 
he  was  confined  for  the  fpace  of  two  years. 
The  priefl  growing  uneafy  in  his  mind  about  this 
time,  came  in  perfon  to  the  'prifon,  releafed 
him,  and  foon  after  died.  Upon  his  releafe 
Charles  Marfhall  flayed  in  London,  and  fixed 
his  domeflic  refidenee  there,  but  was  frequent 
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in  his  vifits  to  his  native  city,  Briftol,  and  pla-  C  h  a  P. 
ces  adjacent,  as  well  as  feveral  other  parts  of  x. 
England.  ' — 

Previous  to  his  faid  imprifonment,  while  he  l698' 
was  a  refident  in  Wiltlhire,  the  reparation  which 
had  its  rife  in  Weltmorland,  by  the  oppofition 
of  John  Wilkinfon  and  John  Story  to  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  an  orderly  difcipline,  had  fpread 
to  the  city  of  Briftol  and  the  adjacent  counties, 
particularly  Wiltlhire,  which  was  a  new  fource 
of  exercife  to  our  faid  friend  with  others  of  his 
brethren,  men  of  difcernment  and  integrity, 
who  clearly  perceived  the  fallacious  origin  and 
pernicious  tendency  thereof,  and  ereCted  their 
joint  endeavours  in  much  fmcerity,  meeknefs  and 
patience,  to  prevent  its  progrefs,  by  zealous  and 
charitable  endeavours  to  convince  the  opponents 
of  their  error,  to  recover  them  to  a  better  tem¬ 
per,  and  to  refcue  the  more  unexperienced  or 
unftable  members  of  the  fociety  from  being- 
drawn  afide  by  plaufible  and  deceptive  reafon- He  joins  r 
ings.  For  this  purpofe  George  Fox  in  theFoxandw. 
year  1677  came  to  Briftol,  and  being  joined 
by  William  Penn  and  Charles  Marlhall  they  ob- reclaim  the 
tained  a  meeting  with  William  Rogers  and  fe-  butYnvaia. 
veral  others  of  the  feparatifts,  in  order  to  con¬ 
vince  them  of  their  error  and  the  caufelelfnefs 
of  their  feparation,  and  the  hurt  which  the  tem¬ 
per  of  their  own  minds  fuftained  by  entertaining 
lenfations  of  rancour,  pallion  and  hoitility  to 
their  former  friends,  upon  groundlefs  furmifes 
and  fufpicions;  but  their  well  meant  endeavours 
were  ineffectual,  thefe  feparatifts  of  Briftol  be¬ 
ing  elevated  in  felf-fufliciency  and  obltinate  in 
their  oppofition,  like  their  affociates  of  Welt¬ 
morland,  eluded  all  advances  to  reconciliation 
and  mutual  concord. 

Being 
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chap.  Being  thus  determined  to  perfift  in  their  op. 
x*  pofition  to  the  eftablifhment  of  good  order  in 
the  fociety,  and  Charles  Marfhall  from  clear 
Yet f - s  conviction  of  the  utility  thereof,  finding  it  his 
him fcif  to  duty  to  exert  himfelf  to  procure  its  eftablifhment 
dptne^n lf  in  thofe  counties  and  places  where  the  oppofi- 
tiiefe  parts,  tion  thereto  was  kept  up  with  the  greateft  vio- 
Caiidiijjj"  fence  of  enmity,  he  met  with  many  trials  of  his 
their  oppo-  faifh  and  patience  amongft  them  :  But  being  on 
a  good  foundation,  engaged  in  a  good  caufe, 
and  finding  all  endeavours  to  recover  the  oppo¬ 
nents  to  a  better  temper  fruitlefs,  he  oppofed 
their  machinations  with  wifdom  and  fortitude, 
and  bore  his  teftimony  againft  the  fpirit  they 
were  in  with  faithfulnefs,  and  without  giving 
way  to  their  infinuations  or  reproaches  in  the 
leaft.  In  the  authority  of  the  gofpel,  he  with 
his  fellow  labourers  maintained  a  fuperiority 
over  the  antagonifts,  and  laboured  with  a  good 
degree  of  fuccefs  to  lay  open  the  fallacy  of  their 
pretenfions,  and  to  eftablifh  the  churches  in  the 
city  of  Briftol  and  the  adjacent  counties  in 
peace  and  good  order. 

Through  many  trying  exercifes  of  body  and 
mind  he  continued  his  labours  and  travels 
in  the  work  of  the  miniftry  for  the  greateft  part 
of  twenty  years,  freely  given  up  to  fpend  his 
fubftance,  "time  and  ftrengih  therein  for  the 
gaining  of  fouls,  and  converting  many  to  the 
way  of  life  and  falvation.  His  laft  journey  was 
to  Briftol  and  the  weftern  counties,  after  his  re¬ 
turn  from  which  he  was  vifited  with  a  fingering 
indifpofition  which  proved  mortal,  contrary  to 
the  opinion  of  his  phyficians,  but  not  to  his 
own,  for  he  feemed  fixed  in  the  opinion  that 
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it  would  terminate  his  exigence  in  this  CHAP, 
world.  x‘ 

And  even  before  his  illnefs  he  feemed  to 
have  a  prefage  of  his  approaching  end,  for  feme  piety  pro- 
little  time  before  he  preflingly  requelted  an  in-moted- 
timate  friend  to  take  a  ride  with  him,  having 
fomething  of  moment  to  impart,  and  when  they 
were  gone  a  few  miles  out  of  London,  he  told 
him,  he  was  fatisjied  the  time  of  his  departure 
drew  near ,  and  therefore  he  was  defirous  of  an 
opportunity  to  difeourfe  with  him  between  them - 
felves  about  fame  particulars  before  he  died. 

And  when,  foon  after  this,  he  was  feized 
with  indifpofition,  though  he  remained  fettled 
in  opinion  that  he  Ihould  not  recover ;  yet 
this  fixed  perfuafion  of  his  mind  was  attend¬ 
ed  with  no  fearful  apprehenfions  of  his  future 
well-being ;  having  palled  a  life  of  faithfulnefs, 
integrity  and  extenfive  benevolence  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  God  and  man,  he  felt,  in  the  allured 
profpeCt  of  his  approaching  change,  that  the 
work  of  righteoufnefs  was  peace,  and  the  effect 
thereof  quietnefs  and  aflurance  for  ever. 

Being  advifed  to  go  into  the  country  for  the 
benefit  of  the  air,  he  rather  chofe  to  be  remov¬ 
ed  to  John  Padley’s,  near  the  river  fide,  a  friend 
for  whom  he  had  an  affectionate  efteem  ;  he  lay 
ill  about  four  months  in  great  weaknefs,  fre¬ 
quently  attended  with  great  pain  ;  but  borne  up 
luperior  to  his  affliction,  by  the  ferenity  of  his 
confcience,  he  was  llrengthened  to  bear  his 
painful  fenfations  with  much  patience  and  calm 
refignation  to  divine  difpofal ;  and  his  fenfes 
and  underltanding  were  preferved  to  him  clear 
and  found  to  the  laft,  under  the  pure  influence 
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chap.  0f  heavenly  fupport  and  the  confolatory  enjoy- 
x*  ments  of  divine  life. 

'  His  love  to  his  brethren,  his  univerfal  bene- 
,698-  volence  and  his  fp.iritual  abilities,  appeared  to  feel 
no  decay  from  his  bodily  weaknefs,  as  his  ex- 
prefiions  and  his  counfel  to  thofe,  who  came  to 
vifit  him  in  his  ficknefs,  clearly  evidenced ;  par¬ 
ticularly  to  fome  of  his  brethren  in  the  miniltry 
he  addrelfed  himfelf  to  the  following  purport,  as 
related  by  one  then  prefent,  who  committed  the 
fubftance  of  his  expreflions  to  writing  prefently 
after  :  “  I  have  loved  the  brethren,  1  have  fought 
«  the  unity  and  peace  of  the  church  for  thefe 
“  forty  years,  and  to  my  great  comfort  never 
“  did  any  thing  tending  to  the  breach  there- 
44  of. 

“  Two  things  are  weightily  imprelfed  upon 
44  my  mind  w'armly  to  recommended  to  friends, 
“  which  I  defire  may  be  communicated  to  them  ; 
44  the  firft  is,  that  they  gather  down  unto  the 
44  immortal  feed  and  word  of  life  in  themfelves, 
44  and  be  exercifed  in  it  before  the  Lord  ;  and 
44  duly  prize,  and  fet  a  right  value  upon  the 
44  many  outward  and  inward  bleffmgs  that  the 
“  Lord  has  eminently  bellowed  upon  them 
44  fmce  the  morning  of  the  day  of  his  blelfed 
44  vifitation ;  then  frail  they  grow  and  be  pre- 
44  ferved  in  a  living  freflrnefs  to  him,  and  the 
“  Lord  will  continue  his  mercies  to  them, 
cc  and  they  frail  not  want  his  divine  refrefn- 
“  ing  prefence  in  their  meetings  together  before 
him. 

“  The  fecond  thing  is  this,  that  thofe  friends 
44  to  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  great  eftates 
44  ought  to  cafe  their  bread  upon  the  waters, 
44  and  do  good  therewith  in  their  life-time; 
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<c  for  thofe  that  are  enjoyers  of  fuch  things c 
<c  fhould  fee  that  they  be  good  dewards  thereof. 

“  Oh,  the  many  poor  families  fuch  perfons 
“  might  be  an  help  to  !  How  eafily  might  they 
“  with  a  little  aflid  many  a  family  to  live  in  the 
“  world  !  and  what  a  comfort  would  it  be  for  fuch 
<e  to  fee  the  fruits  of  their  charity  in  their  life- 
“  time  ?”  Some  of  his  lad  words  were  thefe, 

“  That  he  had  not  handled  the  word  of  the 
“  Lord  deceitfully,  nor  done  the  work  negli- 
<c  gently ;  earnedly  defiring  friends  might  live 
“  in  love,  and  keep  in  the  unity  of  the  fpirit, 

“  which  is  the  bond  of  peace.” 

As  his  lad  moments  approached  he  clofed  his 
eyes  with  his  own  hand,  with  compofure  of  mind, 
as  one  from  whom  the  ding  of  death  was  taken 
away,  and  refigned  his  foul  to  God  who  gave 
it,  the  15th  of  the  9th  month  1698,  in  the  fixty- 
fecond  year  of  his  age. 

Although  by  his  profeflion,  which  was  in  the 
medical  line,  as  an  apothecary  and  chyrnid,  it 
mud  be  prefumed  he  had  acquired  a  greater  fhare 
of  literature  than  many  of  his  brethren;  yet  in  his 
minidering  he  affected  no  fhew  of  learning  in  the 
ufe  of  high  founding  words,  nor  laboured  for 
elegance  of  expreflion,  nor  leaned  upon  memory 
or  former  openings,  but  waited  to  feel  the  frefh 
opening  of  heavenly  power,  and  the  animating 
influence  of  divine  virtue  to  carry  him  forth  in 
his  miniderial  exercifes,  in  which  his  demeanour 
was  grave  and  reverent,  minidering  in  fimplicity 
and  godly  fincerity,  not  with  flefhly  wifdom,  but 
by  the  grace  of  God,  his  minidry  was  truly  edi¬ 
fying  and  effectual  to  the  refrefhment  of  his 
friends,  and  to  the  converting  of  many  to,  and 
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chap,  confirmation  of  many  in  pure  religion  and  righ 
x*  teoufnefs. 


1698. 


J  Ui  ilClu* 

He  was  fkilful  to  divide  the  word  aright  in 
plain  dealing  and  clofe  reproof  to  fuch  as  in  life 
and  converfation  were  inconfiftent  with  theif 
profefiion,  and  difhonoured  it  by  a  practice  con- 
trary  thereto ;  but  very  tender,  fympathizing 
and  encouraging  to  the  well-minded  in  all  their 
religious  exercifes. 

His  zeal  for  the  eftablifhing  and  keeping  up  a 
falutary  difcipline  againft  much  oppofition  hath 
been  already  related  ;  and  as  he  was  a  man  of 
great  meeknefs  and  great  charity,  a  lover  of  the 
brethren  and  a  promoter  of  peace  in  the  church, 
fo  he  wras  exceedingly  zealous  againit  the  at¬ 
tempts  to  rend  and  divide  the  body,  prevalent 
in  his  time,  never  fparing  to  reprove  their  ob- 
ftinacy,  detect  their  deceitfulnefs,  and  bear  a 
faithful  teftimony  againft  their  contentious  fpirit. 
His  life  and  converfation  gave  efficacy  to  his  mi- 
niftry  and  to  his  religious  labours,  his  practice 
was  agreeable  to  his  doctrine,  and  he  \^aS  him- 
felf  a  living  example  of  that  virtuous  and  moral 
conduct  to  which  he  was  concerned  to  admo- 
nilh  his  friends,  feeling  for,  fympathizing  with, 
and  full  of  compaflion  to  the  poor,  he  failed  not 
to  be  their  advocate  with  the  opulent  as  well  m 
the  different  parts  of  his  life,  as  in  his  latter  end, 
reminding  them  at  their  plentiful  tables  of  the 
neceflitous,  and  recommending  felf-denial,  nof- 
pitality  and  liberality  rather  than  high  living; 
and  alfo  was  remarkably  exemplary  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  that  charity  which  he  recommended  in 
the  line  of  his  bufmefs,  freely  fupplying  the  fick 
of  this  clafs  with  advice  and  with  medicine,  the 
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hungry  with  food,  and  the  naked  with  raiment,  chap. 


x. 


according  to  his  ability. 

His  natural  temper  was  lively  and  cheerful, 
but  his  religion  tempered  it  with  innocence  and  ‘698- 
meeknefs ;  he  kept  his  paffions  in  fuch  fubje&iou 
that  he  bore  ill-treatment  and  injuries  without 
refentment,  or  ruffling  the  ferenity  of  his  mind  ; 
he  loved,  praftifed  and  promoted  peace,  and  ex¬ 
erted  his  endeavours  to  reconcile  fuch  of  his 
friends  or  others  as  were  in  any  refpeft  at  va¬ 
riance  ;  unity  and  concord  amongfl  brethren  be¬ 
ing  his  delight. 

He  was  an  affedlionate  hufband,  a  tender  and 
vigilant  guardian  to  his  children,  by  counfel 
and  by  example  training  them  up  in  the  way 
they  fflould  go,  a  kind  mailer,  a  faithful  friend 
and  a  refpedtable  and  ferviceable  member  of 
religious  and  civil  fociety ;  being  accounted 
worthy  of  double  honour  amongfl  his  friends, 
and  obtaining  a  good  report  among  his  acquaint¬ 
ance  and  in  his  neighbourhood  for  innocency, 
honelly  and  integrity  of  life. 

In  this  year  John  Crook  departed  this  life;  1699. 
he  was  a  man  of  literature,  of  a  good  eflate  *L,cu“Ilt 
and  rank  in  life,  and  in  the  commiffion  of  the^  n 
peace  for  Bedfordlhire,  where  he  lived :  He  was 
early  convinced  by  the  minillry  of  William 
Dewfbury  in  1654,  about  the  37th  year  of  his 
age,  foon  after  which  his  commiffion  wras  taken 
away.  Through  faithfulnefs  to  the  truth,  of 
which  he  was  convinced,  he  became  deeply  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  work  of  fanttification,  and  in 
the  mylleries  of  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  ;  where¬ 
by  he  was  made  an  able  minilter  of  the  gofpel, 
being  reputed  by  his  cotemporaries  like  Apollos, 
an  eloquent  man  and  mighty  in  the  feriptures, 
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which  he  highly  efteeined,  and  had  an  excellent 
gift  in  opening  the  myfteries  thereof ;  and  was 
careful  to  adorn  his  miniftry  by  a  circumfpect 
ccnverfation  coupled  with  the  fear  of  the 
Lord. 

While  the  date  of  his  health  admitted,  he  tra¬ 
velled  for  the  edifying  his  friends  in  different 
parts  of  the  nation,  but  moflly  in  Bedfordfhire 
and  counties  adjacent,  and  was  inflrumental  to 
the  convincement  of  many  of  the  truth  which 
he  had  to  deliver,  but  in  his  latter  years  being 
difabled  from  travelling  far  by  a  complication  of 
painful  maladies,  he  redded  at  Hertford,  and 
l’pent  much  of  his  time  in  that  town  and 
county. 

We  have  already  feen  by  the  account  of  his 
trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  1662,  that  he,  as  well 
as  many  others  of  his  friends,  was  a  deep  fuf- 
ferer  for  the  teflimony  of  a  good  confcience, 
and  it  was  not  upon  that  occafion  only  that  he 
felt  the  feverity  of  unmerited  perfecution.  On 
the  1 2th  or  13th  of  the.iith  month,  commonly 
called  January,  1660,  O.  S.  being  on  his  travels 
in  Huntingdonfhire,  where  two  friends,  Robert 
Ingram  and  John  Parnel,  having  been  taken 
from  their  own  houfes  by  a  party  of  horfe,  and 
by  the  commiflioners  at  Huntingdon  commit¬ 
ted  to  prifon,  were  vifited  by  fome  of  their 
friends,  when  a  party  of  horfe  furrounded  the 
jail,  crying  out,  a  meeting ,  a  meeting!  and 
thofe  who  came  to  vifit  the  prifoners  were  ini- 
prifoned  with  them ;  but  the  day  following  they 
were  difcharged  by  the  magiftrates,  who  releaf¬ 
ed  them  only  in  hopes  of  finding  a  more  legal 
pretence  for  imprifoning  them,  faying,  we  Jhall 
foon  have  them  again ;  for  they  had  heard  of  a 
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meeting  appointed  at  Sotho  the  next  day.  Ac-  CHAP, 
cordingly  fame  armed  men  on  horfeback  were  fent  x* 
thither,  who  apprehended  feveral  friends,  and 
amongft  them  John  Crook,  who  being  carried  l6^9- 
before  the  juftices,  and  refufmg  to  take  the 
oaths,  were  fent  prifoners  to  Huntingdon.  At 
the  atlizes  in  the  ift  month  called  March,  moll 
of  the  prifoners  were  fet  at  liberty  by  judge 
Hale,  but  John  Crook  and  Robert  Ingram,  with 
Benjamin  Thornby,  were  detained  until  the  en- 
fuing  affizes,  they  being  caufelelly  reprefented  as 
ringleaders,  and  more  dangerous  than  the  reft. 

John  Parnel  was  difcharged  as  to  the  oath  ;  but 
by  an  a&ion  laid  againft  him  for  fmall  tithes, 
was  detained  five  years  longer  in  prifon,  at 
the  fuit  of  John  Heath,  prieft  of  Hemmingdon- 
abbott. 

John  Crook  had  enjoyed  his  liberation  from 
this  imprifonment  but  a  Ihort  time  till  he  was 
imprifoned  again  at  Aylefbury.  On  the  ift 
of  September  having  appointed  a  meeting  at 
Culverton  near  Stony-ftratford,  fix  or  feven  fol- 
diers  entered  with  piftols,  and  being  accompa¬ 
nied  with  two  conftables,  they  ordered  them  to 
take  out  the  principal  men ;  but  the  conftables 
refufed,  alleging  they  knew  them  not ,  at  which 
the  foldiers  exprefied  their  refentment,  and  took 
away  eight  perfons,  amongft  whom  was  John 
Crook,  and  carried  them  before  the  deputy  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  county,  who  requiring  fureties, 
which  they  refufed  to  give,  he  with  much  dif¬ 
ficulty  and  perplexity,  after  fome  hours  puz¬ 
zling,  framed  a  mittimus,  and  fent  them  to  Aylef¬ 
bury  jail,  where  John  Crook  was  detained  up¬ 
wards  of  three  months,  as  appears  by  an  epi file 
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CHAP,  to  his  friends  dated  from  thence,  and  how  much 
x.  longer  I  find  no  certain  account.  . 
v--v — ‘  His  indifpofition  growing  upon  him  with  his 

i699-  advancing  years,  efpecially  the  flone,  proved  a 
fevere  trial  of  his  patience  ;  and  although  he  had 
long  fuffered  much  pain  under  this  and  his  other 
diforders,  fo  that  he  might  fay  with  Ifrael, 
Pfalm  129,  I  have  been  afflided  from  my  youth  ; 
yet  his  patience  through  divine  fupport  was  re¬ 
markable  under  all  his  afflictions  to  the  laft ; 
under  the  feeling  fenfe  whereof  he  frequently  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  if  he  did  not  feel  and  witnefs 
an  inward  power  from  the  Lord ,  he  could  not 
fubfift  under  his  violent  pain.  And,  that  the 
furnace  of  affliclion  was  of  good  ufe ,  to  purge  away 
the  drofs  and  earthly  part  in  us.  In  all  the 
feverity  of  his  pain  he  was  never  known  to  utter 
an  unfavoury  expreflion  or  impatiently  cry  out. 
And  -when  the  extremity  of  his  fits  was  over, 
he  would  thankfully  exprefs  the  inward  joy  and 
peace  of  mind  which  he  enjoyed:  Befide  the 
bodily  affliction  with  which  he  was  tried,  he 
was  not  exempt  from  trials  of  another  kind,,  in 
observing  the  deviation  ot  fome  of  his  offspring 
from  the  ways  of  righteoufnefs,  under  his.for- 
row,  on  which  account  he  would  fometimes 
folace  himfelf  with  the  words  of  David ;  although 
my  houfe  be  not  fo  with  God ,  yet  he  hath  made 
with  me  an  everlafling  covenant  ordered  in  all 
things  and  fare.  In  his  old  age  he  could  remark 
that  many  of  the  ancients  are  gone  to  their  long 
home,  and  we  ate  making  hafte  after  them  j 
they  flep  away  before  me.  and  I,  that  would  got 
cannot  5  well  /  it  will  foon  be  my  turn  alfo. 

Yet  in  the  intermiflions  of  his  diftemper  he 
appeared  frequently  fo  ftrong  and  lively  in  the 
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lpiritual  warfare,  in  his  advanced  age,  that  many  c  h  ,a  p. 
were  ready  to  think  he  might  properly  adopt  x* 
the  language  of  Caleb,  “  As  yet  I  am  as  ftrong  v — vwr 
<e  this  day,  as  I  was  in  the  day  that  Mofes  fent  i699- 
£<  me  y  as  my  ftrength  was  then,  even  fo  is  my 
“  ftrength  now  for  war,  both  to  go  out  and 
“  come  in.”  He  continued  in  a  folid  and' 
chriftian  frame  of  mind  to  the  laft  period  of  his 
life,  which  was  terminated  the  26th  of  2d  month 
O.  S.  commonly  called  April,  in  the  8 2d  year  of 
his  age,  at  his  houfe  at  Hertford. 

He  left  behind  in  writing,  an  epiftle  of  weighty 
counfel  to  his  children  and  grand-children,  writ¬ 
ten  Scarce  two  months  before  his  death,  as  fol- 
loweth : 

“  Dear  Children, 

“  I  muft  leave  you  in  a  wicked  age,  but  com-  h;6  advice 
“  mend  you  to  the  meafure  of  the  grace  of  God 
“  in  your  inward  parts,  which  you  have  receiv- grand  chil- 
“  ed  by  Jefus  C.hrift  :  and  as  you  love  it,  and dien' 

“  mind  the  teachings  of  it,  you  will  find  it  a 
“  counfellor  to  inftrud  you  in  the  way  everlaft- 
“  ing,  and  preferve  you  out  of  the  ways  of  the 
“  ungodly. 

“  I  have  feen  much  in  my  days,  and  I  always 
“  obferved,  that  the  fear  of  the  Lord  God  prov- 
<c  ed  the  beft  portion,  and  thofe  that  walked  in 
“  it  w'ere  the  only  happy  people,  both  in  this 
“  life  (while  they  continued  faithful)  and  when 
“  they  come  to  die,  though  they  meet  with 
“  many  hardlhips  in  their  paffage.  By  experi- 
“  ence  I  can  fpeak  it,  that  the  ways  of  holinefs 
“  affora  more  true  comfort  and  peace  to  the 
“  upright  foul,  than  the  greatelt  pleafures  this 
“  world  can  afford ;  the  former  reaches  the 
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“  heart  and  foul,  while  the  delights  of  this 
££  world  are  but  a  (hew,  and  appearance  only, 
££  vanilhing  like  a  dream  ;  and  whoever  believes 
££  otherwife  of  them,  will  certainly  find  them 
“  to  be  but  lying  vanities ;  therefore  the  apoftie, 
££  Rom.  vi  21.  might  boldly  put  the  queftion  to 
“  the  converted  Romans,  viz.  What  fruit  had 
“  you  then  in  thofe  things  whereof  you  are  now 
££  afhamed  ?  for  the  end  of  thofe  things  is  death. 

“  Therefore,  dear  children,  be  in  love  with 
££  hoiinefs ;  make  it  your  companion,  and  thofe 
££  that  walk  in  it ;  you  may  hnd  buddings  of  it, 
££  from  an  holy  feed  in  your  hearts  ;  as  you 
££  mind  the  inner  man,  the  light  will  manifefl 
££  the  ftirrings  of  it  after  God,  which  I  felt  from 
££  my  tender  years  ;  although  I  underftood  them 
££  not  fo  plainly,  till  1  heard  the  truth  de- 
££  dared. 

££  I  advife  you  to  keep  a  pure  confcience,  both 
££  towards  God  and  man  ;  for  if  that  be  de- 
££  filed,  hypocrify  and  formality  will  deprive  you 
££  of  all  comfortable  feeling  of  God’s  prefence  ; 
££  and  then  deadnefs  and  drynefs  will  be  your 
££  miferable  portion. 

££  Be  careful  how  you  fpend  your  precious 
££  time,  for  an  account  muff  be  given  of  every 
££  idle  word,  though  but  few  regard  it ;  but 
££  foolifh  jefting,  and  vain  talking,  are  faid  to 
££  grieve  the  fpirit  of  God ;  read  Eph.  iv.  29, 
££  30.  But  improve  your  time  in  prayer,  and 
££  religious  exercifes,  &c.  and  be  diligent  in 
££  your  lawful  callings  ;  for  the  defire  of  the 
££  fothful  man  killeth  him ,  Prov.  xxi.  25. 

££  Be  careful  what  company  you  frequent ; 
££  for  a  man  is  commonly  known  by  the  com- 
£C  pany  he  keeps,  as  much  as  by  any  one  out- 
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“  ward  thing ;  and  of  your  behaviour  in  com-  chap. 
“  pany  ;  for  I  have  found  that  a  wife  and  fober  x. 

“  deportment  adds  much  to  a  man’s  reputation  ' — v — ' 
“  and  credit  in  the  world.  1699. 

“  Watch  to  the  light,  and  its  difcoveries  of 
“  good  and  evil,  that  you  may  not  be  igno- 
“  rant  of  Satan’s  devices  ;  fo  the  net  will  be 
“  fpread  in  vain  in  the  fight  of  the  bird ; 

“  for  watchfulnefs  will  make  you  in  love  with  a 
“  retired  ellate ;  and  the  more  truly  and  per- 
<e  fectly  any  man  knows  and  understands  him- 
“  felf,  the  better  difcerning  will  fuch  have  of 
tc  other  men  ;  as  in  the  beginning,  when  deep 
sc  filence  of  all  flefn  was  more  in  ufe,  the  fpirit 
“  of  difcerning  was  more  common  and  quicker 
“  than  fince  it  hath  been  neglected  ;  therefore 
“  be  fure  you  fpend  fome  time  (at  convenient 
“  feafons)  in  waiting  upon  God  in  filence,  though 
“  it  be  difplealing  to  flelh ;  for  I  have  had  more 
“  comfort  and  confirmation  in  the  truth,  in  r%y 
“  inward  retiring  in  filence,  than  from  all  words 
“  1  have  heard  from  others,  though  I  have  often 
“  been  refrelhed  by  them  alfo. 

“  Love  the  holy  fcriptures,  preferring  them 
<c  to  all  other  books  whatfoever  ;  and  be  care- 
“  ful  to  read  them  with  an  holy  awe  upon  your 
“  fpirits,  left  your  imaginations  put  conftruc- 
“  tions  upon  them  to  your  hurt  ;  but  exercife 
“  faith  in  the  promife  of  Chrilt,  who  hath  faid, 

“  my  fpirit  Jhall  take  of  mine ,  and  Jheu>  them 
iC  unto  you. 

“  Keep  conftantly  to  religious  meetings 
“  amongft  friends  ;  but  look  to  your  affections, 

“  that  you  refpect  not  perfons,  but  the  power 
“  and  life  of  truth,  from  whomfoever  it  comes ; 

“  not 
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CHAP.“  not  minding  the  tickling  of  your  affe&ions, 
x.  “  but  the  demondration  of  the  truth  to  your 
“  understandings  and  consciences  j  for  that  will 
1699.  <c  Qfoife*  when  flalhes  of  affections  will  fade 
“  and  come  to  nothing,  after  the  words  are 
“  ended. 

“  Love  one  another  truly,  manifefting  your 
<£  love  by  good  counfel,  and  being  helpful  to 
Ci  each  other  upon  all  occafions  ;  being  good 
“  examples  to  all  you  converfe  with,  efpecially 
“  to  your  children,  and  thofe  of  your  own  fa- 
“  milies,  that  pride  and  vanity  may  not  be 
“  countenanced  by  you,  but  rather  reproved ; 
<c  remembering,  while  they  are  under  your  go- 
“  vernment,  you  mull  give  an  account  of  the 
<c  difeharge  of  your  duty  to  God  towards 
<c  them. 

<c  Laftly,  be  always  mindful  of  your  latter 
“  end,  and  live  as  you  would  die,  not  knowing 
how  foon  your  days  may  be  finifhed  in  this 
“  world  :  and  while  you  do  live  in  it,  defpife 
<c  not  the  chaftenings-  of  the  Lord,  whatever 
“  they  be,  he  is  pleafed  to  vifit  you  withal.  I 
cs  have  been  afflidted  from  my  youth  up,  both 
ec  inwardly  and  outv/ardly,  but  the  God  whom 
tc  I  ferved  provided  for  me,  when  all  my  out- 
<c  ward  relations  forfook  me,  none  of  them  giv- 
“  ing  me  any  portion  to  begin  the  world 
“  withal.  This  I  fpeak,  to  let  you  know,  I 
“  fhall  leave  more  outwardly,  even  to  the  leafl 
“  of  you,  than  was  left  me  by  all  my  relations, 
i(  &c.  I  need  not  mention  this  fharp  affliction 
“  (beyond  expreffion)  in  my  old  age,  becaufe, 
<c  in  fome  meafure,  you  know  it ;  but  I  could 
“  not  have  been  without  it,  as  the  Lord  hath 
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“  fhewed  me,  for  I  have  feen  his  wonders  in  C  H  A  P. 
“  the  deeps  :  therefore  I  fay  again,  defpife  not  x. 

“  afflictions,  but  embrace  them  as  meffengers  ^ 

“  of  peace  to  your  fouls  (though  difpieafing  to  ‘699. 

“  the  fleffl.) 

“  Thefe  things  I  commend  unto  you,  out  of 
“  true  love  to  your  fouls,  knowing  how  the 
“  vain  mind  of  man  little  regards  fuch  advice 
“  as  this  I  leave  behind  me :  but  by  this  advice 
“  1  fflew  my  true  love  to  you  all,  defiring  God’s 
“  bleffing  upon  it,  to  whom  I  commit  you  all, 

“  my  dear  children,  and  end  my  days. 

“  Your  loving  father  and  grandfather, 

“JOHN  CROOK. 

“  Hertford,  the  firft  of  the 
“  id  month,  1698-9.” 
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Further  Account  of  George  Keith. — Bifhop  Bur- 
net's  Account  of  him. — Remarks  thereupon. — 
King  fames  dies ,  and  his  Son  acknowledged 
King  of  England  by  the  French  King. — Ad- 
dr  efs  of  the  People  called  Sneakers  to  King 
William. — A  forged  Addrefs  publijhed. — De¬ 
tected  by  the  Publication  of  the  real  one. — King 
William's  Death. 


chap  CjEORGE  KEITH,  who  for  fome  time  paft  had 
XI*  been  endeavouring  to  ingratiate  -himfelf  with  the 
epifcopal  clergy,  as  the  moft  likely  means  of 
Farther  ac-  getting  a  fupport,  had  fucceeded  in  his  views  fo 
of  g.  far  by  his  vilifying  of  the  Quakers,  and  raifing 
expectations  of  the  fervice  he  could  be  of  by 
his  influence,  in  bringing  over  many  of  that 
people  to  the  eftablifhed  church,  that  about  this 
time  he  wras  ordained  a  priefl:  by  the  bifhop  of 
London,  and  was  employed  for  the  prefent  as 
a  curate.  This  furnifhed  an  occaflon  for  an 
anonymous  publication  under  the  title  of  Mr. 
George  Keith's  Account  of  a  national  Church  and 
Clergy ,  humbly  prefented  to  the  Bifhop  of  London , 
being  a  fele&ion  from  his  former  works,  in 
which  he  had  treated  of  the  national  church,  its 
clergy,  rites  and  ceremonies,  to  w7hich  were 
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added  fome  queries  he  had  formerly  written  c  H  A  P. 
concerning  that  termed  the  Sacrament  of  the  xi. 
Lord's  Supper ,  concluding  with  thel'e  words 
of  the  apollle,  “  if  I  build  again  the  things  I7°°‘ 

“  which  I  deltroyed,  I  make  myfelf  a  tranf- 
“  grelfor.” 

That  the  epifcopalians,  even  thofe  called  dig¬ 
nitaries  of  the  church,  entertained  great  hopes 
at  this  time  of  the  fervice  that  this  new  convert 
might  be  of  in  bringing  many  others  to  their 
community,  appears  from  the  following  extract 
from  bilhop  Burnet’s  hiltory  of  his  own  times, 
vol.  ii.  p.  144,  1700. 

“  The  Quakers  have  had  a  great  breach  made  Bur- 
tc  among  them  by  one  George  Keith  a  Scotch- countof  g. 
“  man,  with  whom  I  had  my  education  at  Aber- Kcith- 
“  deen,  he  had  been  thirty-fix  years  among 
“  them  ;  he  was  efteemed  the  mod  learned  man 
“  that  ever  was  in  that  feet ;  he  was  well  verfed 
“  both  in  the  oriental  tongues,  in  philofophy 
<c  and  mathematics ;  after  he  had  been  above 
“  thirty  years  in  high  efteem  among  them,  he 
“  was  fent  to  Penfylvania,  (a  colony  fet  up  by 
“  Penn  where  they  are  very  numerous  J  to  have 
“  the  chief  direction  of  the  education  of  their 
<£  youth.  In  thofe  parts,  he  faid,  he  firlt  difeo- 
“  vered  that,  which  had  been  always  denied  to 
“  him,  or  fo  difguifed  that  he  did  not  fufpeft 
“  it ;  but  being  far  out  of  reach,  and  in  a 
“  place  where  they  were  mailers,  they  fpoke 
“  out  their  mind  plainer,  and  it  appeared  to 
“  him  that  they  were  Deilts,  and  that  they  turned 
“  the  whole  doctrine  of  the  Chrillian  religion 
“  into  allegories ;  chiefly  thofe  which  relate  to 
“  the  death  and  refurre£tion  of  Chrift,  and  the 

“  reconciliation 


444 

CHAP. 


1 700. 


Remarks 

thereupon. 


HISTORY  OF  THE 

“  reconciliation  of  finners  to  God  by  virtue  of 
ct  his  crofs ;  he  being  a  true  chriftian,  fet  him- 
ce  felf  with  great  zeal  againft  this,  upon  which 
“  they  grew  weary  or  him,  and  fent  him  back  to 
“  England.  At  his  return  he  fet  himfelf  to 
cc  read  many  of  their  books,  and  then  he  dif- 
“  covered  the  myftery,  which  was  fo  hid  from 
“  him  that  he  had  not  obferved  it :  Upon  this 
cc  he  opened  a  new  meeting,  and  by  a  printed 
“  fummons  he  called  the  whole  party  to  come 
“  and  fee  the  proof  that  he  had  to  offer,  to  con- 
(i  vince  them  of  thefe  errors :  Few  Quakers 
C(  came  to  his  meetings,  but  great  multitudes 
“  of  other  people  flocked  about  him ;  he 
“  brought  the  Quakers  books  with  him,  and 
“  read  fuch  pafiages  out  of  them  as  convinced 
<e  his  hearers  that  he  had  not  charged  them 
“  falfely  ■,  he  continued  thefe  meetings,  being 
“  ftiil  in  outward  appearance  a  Quaker  for 
“  fome  years,  till  having  prevailed  as  far  as 
“  he  law  any  probability  of  fuccefs,  he  laid  afide 
<c  their  exterior,  and  was  reconciled  to  the  church , 
£C  and  is  now  in  holy  orders  among  us ,  and  likely 
“  to  do  good  fer-vice  in  undeceiving  and  reclaiming 
tc  fome  of  thofe  mi/led  enthufiqfls.” 

I  think  this  not  the  only  inftance,  wherein 
this  prelate  hath  given  occafion  to  the  obferva- 
tion,  that  he  exprefleth  himfelf  in  a  manner 
very  dogmatical,  in  cafes  wherein  he  is  not  well 
informed.  That  George  Keith  was  thirty-fix 
years  among  the  Quakers — that  he  was  fent  to 
Penfylvania — that  he  was  fent  back  by  them — 
are  fads  plainly  miftated.  He  was  by  his  own 
account  about  twenty-eight  years  amongft  them 
when  he  firff  began  his  open  diflent — he  re¬ 
moved 
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moved  to  Penfylvania  of  his  own  accord,  to  e  h  a  p. 
evade" the  perfecution  he  was  expofed  to  here —  xi. 
he  returned  unfent,  and  unfent  for,  to  complain  - v*-' 
to  the  yearly  meeting,  &c.  Thefe  millakes  l7°°- 
(though  of  no  great  confequence)  difcover  the 
loofe  and  negligent  manner  in  which  Burnet 
took  up  and  dated  matters  of  fad.  The  more 
important  objedions  to  the  bifhop’s  narrative 
of  this  difference  having  already  engaged  the 
attention  of  our  friend  Alexander  Arfcott,  in 
an  appendix  to  his  Serious  Confiderations ,  &c. 
his  remarks  thereupon  anticipate  the  neceflity  of 
my  making  many  others,  being  as  follow  : 

“  The  only  foundation  of  this  ftory,  fo  far 
“  as  concerns  the  Quakers,  was  George  Keith’s 
“  bare  relation  of  it  4  for  it  is  introduced  with 
<c  thefe  words,  viz.  In  thofe  parts,  he  faid,  he 
“  firff  difcovered,  &c.  It  does  not  appear  that 
“  the  bilhop  either  read  or  heard  what  the  peo- 
“  pie  called  Quakers  had  to  fay  for  themfelves  : 

“  and  yet  as  if  he  certainly  knew  that  George 
“  Keith  was  perfedly  right,  and  thefe  people 
“  altogether  wrong,  he  pronounces  judgment 
“  upon  an  hearing  only  ex  parte ;  a  method  of 
“  proceeding  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  duty 
“  of  a  fair  hiflorian  ;  and  which  he  himfelf,  no 
“  doubt,  were  he  living,  would  loudly  exclaim 
“  againft,  if  it  concerned  himfelf,  or  any  people 
“  whom  he  was  difpofed  to  favour,  or  even  to 
“  do  juftice  to. 

“  It  is  well  known,  that  the  difference  be- 
“  tween  George  Keith  and  his  friends  in  Pen- 
“  fylvania,  was,  upon  an  appeal  of  his  from 
“  thence,  folemnly  heard  and  debated  for  many 
“  days  by  the  yearly-meeting  in  London,  1695, 

“  and 
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and  at  laft  determined  in  a  moderate  *  cen- 
fure  upon  him ;  and  it  cannot  be  fuppofed 

“  but 


*  Which  cenfure  was  in  the  following  words,  viz. 
“  That  the  faid  George  Keith  hath  of  late  been,  and  yet 
“  is,  actuated  by  an  unchriltian  fpirit,  which  hath  moved 
“  and  led  him  to  ftir  up  contention  and  ftrife  in  the 
“  church  of  Chrift, '  and  to  caufe  divifions,  feparations 
“  and  breaches  among  them  that  profefs  the  truth  :  and 
“  that  the  tendency  of  divers  of  his  late  writings  and 
“  adings  hath  been  to  expofe  the  truth  and  the  friends 
“  thereof  to  the  reproach  of  the  world,  did  unanimoufly 
«  agree,  and  declare  it  to  be  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of  this 
«  meeting  :  and  it  is  tire  fenfe  and  judgment  of  this  meet- 
“  ing,  that  the  faid  George  Keith  is  gone  from  the  blefted 
“  unity  of  the  peaceable  fpirit  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift* 
“  and  hath  thereby  feparated  himfelf  from  the  holy  fellow- 
*■  “  fhip  of  ,  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  that  whilft  he  is  in 
“  an  unreconciled  and  uncharitable  ftate,  he  ought  not  to 
“  preach  or  pray  in  any  of  friends’  meetings,  nor  be  owned 
«  or  received  as  one  of  us,  until  by  a  public  and  hearty 
ft  acknowledgment  of  the  great  offence  he  has  given,  and 
«  hurt  he  hath  done,  and  condemnation  of  himfelf  there¬ 
's  fore,  he  gives  proofs  of  his  unfeigned  repentance,  and 
“  does  his  endeavour  to  remove  and  take  off  the  reproach 
“  he  hath  brought  upon  truth  and  friends,  which  in  the  love 
“  of  God  we  heartily  defire  for  his  foul’s  fake.” 


From  which  cenfure  it  is  evident,  that  George  Keith 
was  not  (as  the  defender  of  the  bifhop  of  Litchfield  and 
Coventry  erroneoufly  aflerts,  p.  98.)  “  excommunicated  by 
«  the  Quakers,  for  maintaining  the  necefiity  of  believing 
«  in  an  autward  Chrift  in  order  to  falvation.”  Nor  does 

there 
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iC  but  that  the  meeting  had  fome  reafons  for  c  h  a  p. 
tc  fuch  a  proceeding.  And  it  is  as  well  known, 

“  that  afterwards,  though  our  friends  did  not  1700. 

“  attend  his  peremptory  fummons,  (chiefly  with 
“  regard  to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  thofe 
“  cities  and  places  where  he  was  pleafed  to 
44  mount  the  ftage )  yet  they  followed  him 
“  clofely  from  the  prefs  :  and  as  all  thefe  tranf. 

“  a&ions  were  public  to  the  world,  the  bifhop 
“  ought  either  to  have  faid  nothing  about  them, 

44  or  more  than  he  has  faid  j  either  have  patted 
“  the  whole  over  in  filence,  or  have  given  an 
44  impartial  fummary  view  of  the  controverfy  on 
44  both  Tides. 

“  But 


there  appear  in  the  whole  cenfure  againft,  or  proceedings 
relating  to  him,  the  leaft  footftep  of  any  charge  of  that  na¬ 
ture.  He  was  difowned  for  his  unchriftian  and  uncharitable 
adlions,  and  for  the  reproach  he  had  brought  upon  truth  and 
friends,  by  his  danders  and  lying  accufations,  and  particu¬ 
larly,  as  it  is  exprefied  in  one  part  of  the  proceedings, 
“  His  inlinuating  as  if  friends  only  owned  the  blood  of 
“  Chrift  in  a  myftical  fenfe.”  No  wonder  then,  if  Keith, 
being  ejedled  by  the  Quakers,  for  his  falfehood  and  abufes 
of  them,  did,  as  evil  men  and  feducers  ufcd  to  do,  wax 
worfe  and  worfe,  kept  on  the  exterior  of  the  Quakers,  as  a 
decoy  to  draw  others  after  him,  fo  long  as  he  faw  any  pro¬ 
bability  of  fuccefs,  or  outward  fupport  ;  which  at  length 
failing,  he  thought  meet  to  be  reconciled  to  a  church,  qua¬ 
lified  to  gratify  her  new  convert  with  prefent  and  conflant 
pay,  which  yet,  in  his  cafe,  was  not  the  reward  of  righ- 
teoufnefs. 


44» 
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“  But  feeing  he  has  been  pleafed  to  be  filent 
on  one  fide,  and  condemn  us  as  a  company 
of  mifled  enthufiafts,  with  his  ufual  air  of 
contempt,  that  his  readers  may  not  think 
our  friends  had  nothing  to  fay  in  defence 
of  themfelves  and  do&rines ;  they  are  re¬ 
ferred  to  what  was  written  about  that  time 
by  our  elder  friends,  G.  Whitehead,  T.  Ell- 
wood,  B.  Code,  R.  Claridge,  D.  Philips, 
and  J.  Wyeth. 

“  But  we  are  told,  that  it  appeared  to  him, 
(George  Keith)  that  they  (the  Quakers)  were 
Beifts,  and  that  they  turned  the  whole  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Chriftian  religion  into  allego¬ 
ries. 

“  To  the  firft,  that  they  were  Deifts :  I  fay  he 
is  inconfiftent  with  himfelf,  for  he  calls  them 
afterwards  enthufiafts.  Deilm  and  enthufiafm 
are  as  oppofite  as  the  two  poles.  The  one 
denies  all  revelation ;  and  the  other  believes 
and  contends  for  it  to  an  excefs.  But  to 
come  more  clolely  to  the  point,  Deifm,  in  the 
modern  ufe  of  that  word,  is  the  belief  and 
profefiion  of  natural  religion,  in  oppcfition  to 
revelation  of  all  kinds.  Chriflianity,  in  the 
fenfe  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  is  the  be¬ 
lief  and  profefiion  of  revealed  religion,  re¬ 
vealed  externally  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  and 
internally  by  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  in  the  fecret 
of  our  hearts :  by  the  firft  we  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  fa&s,  doctrines  and  precepts 
of  the  chriftian  religion  ;  by  the  laft  we  are 
enlightened  and  aflifted  to  underftand,  apply 
and  pra&ife  them,  for  the  great  ends  for 

“  which 
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44  which  they  were  delivered  to  the  world  :  fo  c  h  a  p. 
“  that  religion,  in  the  fenfe  of  the  Deifts,  hath  x-i. 

44  nothing  to  do  with  revelation ;  in  the  Quaker’s 
44  fenfe,  it  is  all  revelation,  either  external  or  in-  I7°°* 

■“  ternal  :  a  plain  contradidion  then  between 
44  the  one  and  the  other,  and  confequently  they 
44  cannot  be  the  fame,  nor  be  predicated  of  the 
44  fame  perfon  or  people.  The  Quakers  there- 
44  fore  cannot  be  elteemed  Deifts,  which  charge 
44  is  fo  far  from  being  true,  that  upon  their  prin- 
44  ciples  only,  the  very  root  of  Deifm  is  deftroy- 
44  ed,  as  I  have  already  obferved. 

44  Again  we  are  told,  that  it  appeared  to  him, 

44  George  Keith,  that  the  Quakers  turned  the 
44  whole  doctrines  of  the  chriftian  religion  into 
44  allegories. 

“  Anfizer.  I  can  name  many  of  the  doctrines 
“  of  the  chriftian  religion  which  they  never 
“  turned  into  allegories,  but  have  been  great 
“  fufferers  for  adhering  to  them  in  a  literal 
44  fenfe,  as  is  well  known  ;  fo  that  this  charge, 

44  in  the  extent  of  it,  is  ftalfe.  But  it  is  not 
“  denied,  that  the  Quakers  writ  of  fome  of  the 
44  doctrines  of  the  chriftian  religion  in  an  alle- 
44  gorical  ftile,  and  fo  did  the  apoftles,  even 
44  thofe  very  dodrines  he  here  mentions,  which 
44  relate  to  the  death  and  refurredion  of  Chrift, 

44  and  the  reconciliation  of  finners  to  God  by 
44  virtue  of  his  crofs,  as  may  eafily  be  made 
44  appear  by  many  inftances.  And  the  beft 
44  chriltians  in  all  ages  have  done  the  fame,  as  is 
44  acknowledged  by  the  bifliop  of  London  in  his 
44  l’aftoral  Letter  before  cited.  But  neither  thofe 
44  nor  the  Quakers  did  fo  turn  thefe  doctrines 
44  into  allegories,  as  to  deftroy  their  pioper 
44  meanings,  or  the  reality  of  thofe  fads,  which 
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c  h  a  p.  u  are  always  fuppofed,  and  taken  as  a  real  foun- 
XI*  ££  dation  for  the  allegory,  and  fo  profelfed  and 
v  '  ££  believed  by  that  people. 

170®.  tc  Thofe  who  have  read  the  writings  of  our 
££  friends  with  an  honed  difpofition  to  be  truly 
“  informed  of  their  real  fentiments,  and  who. 
££  have  converfed  with  them  candidly  with  the 
“  fame  defign,  have  found  the  truth  of  this. 
“  Among  whom  the  learned  and  pious:  Dr. 
££  Henry  More  was  an  eminent  inftance  ;  who, 
££  though  at  firft  he  thought  the  Quakers  carried 
££  their  allegorical  way  of  writing  too  far,  yet 
££  upon  better  information  from  reading  and 
££  converfation  with  fome  of  them,  became  very 
“  much  changed  into  another  mind,  as  hath 
££  been  fully  (hewn  in  a  late  pamphlet,  intitled, 
“  a  vindication  of  the  Quakers,  or  an  Anfwer 

“  to  the  Bilhop  of  L - ’s  charge  againft 

££  them,  and  a  late  defence  of  that  charge  ;  to 
“  which  is  added,  a  full  and  .more  periect  ac- 
£C  count  of  the  Quakers  and  the  doctrines, 
“  occafioned  by  Dr.  Henry  More’s  opinion  ol 
“  them  ;  containing  extracts  of  feverai  letters  of 
“  the  doctor  to  William  Penn  and  others,  to 
“  which  the  reader  is  referred  ;  and  more  largely 
“  to  the  letters  themfelves,  and  other  palfages 
“  in  his  life  and  works. 

“  There  is  alfo  good  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
“  Dr.  Burnet  had  changed  his  fentiments  of  the 
<£  Quakers,  when  it  is  well  known,  that  he  long 
<£  fmce  publifhed  to  the  world  an  excellent  fyl- 
££  tern  of  fpiritual  religion,  altogether  agreeable 
££  to  their  principles,  intitled,  The  Life  of  God 
££  in  the  Soul  of  Man,  cr  the  nature  and  ex- 
££  cellency  of  the  Chriflian  Religion,  with  the 
££  method  of  obtaining  the  happinefs  which  it 

££  propofes : 
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“  purpofes:  alfo  an  account  of  the  beginning  and  c  H  a  p.' 
“  advances  of  a  fpiritual  life;  with  a  preface  by  xi. 

“  Gilbert  Burnet.  Wherein  he  very  ftrongly 
tc  and  pathetically  recommends  that  performance,  11°°' 

“  the  delign  of  which  is  to  explain  the  nature 
“  and  properties  of  true  religion,  which  the  au- 
“  thor  calls,  p.  4.  An  union  of  the  foul  with 
“  God,  a  real  participation  of  the  divine  nature, 

“  the  very  image  of  God  drawn  upon  the  foul, 

“  or,  in  the  apoflle’s  phrafe,  it  is  Chrift  form- 
“  ed  in  us.  Briefly,  I  know  not  how  the  nature 
“  of  religion  can  be  better  expreffed,  than  by 
“  calling  it  a  divine  life.  The  very  terms  in 
“  which  the  Quakers  often  exprefs  themfelves  on 
the  fame  fu  Eject.  And  therefore  as  the  bifhop 
“  has  fo  fully  recommended  that  work  to  the 
“  public,  however  he  might  be  milled  by  wrong 
“  reprefentations  of  their  dottrines,  he  could  not 
“  be  an  enemy  to  the  principles  of  the  Quakers 
“  rightly  underflood.  The  whole  of  that  piece 
“  is  penned  with  that  true  fpirit  of  religion  and 
“  piety,  that  1  gladly  take  this  opportunity  to  re- 
“  commend  the  perufal  of  it  to  all  ferious  Chrif- 
“  tians  of  all  denominations. 

“  But  to  return  to  George  Keith.  The  bifhop 
“  has  told  us,  after  a  long  detail  of  his  per- 
“  formances,  that  he  is  now ,  in  the  year  1700, 

“  in  holy  orders  among  us ,  and  likely  to  do  good 
“  fervice  in  undeceiving  and  reclaiming  fome  of 
“  thofe  mijlcd  enthufiajls.  But  what  if  it  fhould 
“  appear  after  all,  that  he  deeply  repented  of 
“  what  he  had  done  ?  I  fhall  relate  what  has 
“  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  leave  the  reader 
“  to  judge  of  the  truth  of  it.  The  fact  as  re- 
“  lated  is  this  :  That  one  Richard  Ilayler  of 
F  f  2  “  Sufl'ex 
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CHAP.“  Sufiex  made  a  vifit  to  George  Keith  on  his 
xi.  “  death-bed,  which  vifit  was  kindly  taken  by 
“  him;  and  among  other  things  that  pafled, 
' /  44  George  Keith  expreffed  himfelf  in  thefe  words, 

44  viz.  I  ‘wijh  I  bad  died  when  I  was  a  Quaker, 
“  for  then  I  am  fire  it  would  have  been  well 
44  with  my  foul.  This  I  have  from  a  perfon  now 
44  living,  of  unqueftioned  reputation,  who  had 
44  it  from  the  widow  of  the  faid  Richard  Hayler, 
44  and  her  filter,  both  fince  deceafed,  but  per- 
44  fons  of  unblemilhed  characters.  I  fiiall  make 
44  no  comment  upon  the  expreflion,  but  only 
44  remark,  that  it  Itands  on  as  good  ground  of 
44  credibility,  as  many  thoufand  matters  of  fact 
44  that  are  readily  believed  without  any  hefita- 
“  tion,  and  is  altogether  as  well,  what  if  I  fay, 
44  better  attelted,  than  the  bilhop’s  partial  rela- 
44  hon  of  this  whole  affair,  and  fome  other  facts 
44  in  his  hiltory,  -wherein  the  characters  of  all 
44  ranks  of  people,  living  and-  dead,  are  treat- 
44  ed  with  an  uncommon  freedom.  I  hope, 
u  therefore,  I  may  be  excufed  in  this  one  in- 
“  fiance,  at  a  time  when  George  Keith’s  per- 
“  formances  againll  the  Quakers  are  fo  much 

“  magnified  by  the  Billiop  of  L - ’s  de- 

“  fender,  as  well  as  Dr.  Burnet,  in  letting  the 
44  world  know’,  that  there  is  reafon  to  believe, 
44  that  this  conduct  of  George  Keith  at  lalt  be- 
c<  came  his  burthen,  and  that  he  himfelf  did 
“  not  approve  of  it :  the  confideration  of  it,  I 
“  confefs,  gives  me  fome  fecret  pleafure,  in 
44  hopes,  that  he  that  gave  him  this  fight, 

“  might  give  him  alfo  the  grace  of  repent- 
44  ance.” 
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To  which  I  may  add,  that  it  appears  to  me  an  c  H  A  p- 
inltance  of  great  weaknefs  or  great  prejudice  for  XI* 
any  man  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  impofed  upon  fo  ^ 
far,  as  to  receive  and  record  fo  great  an  impro-  17°°* 
bability,  as  that  a  man  could  be  for  the  fpace  of 
twenty-eight  years  in  intimate  fociety  with  fo  large 
a  body  of  people,  and  never  during  that  time  dif- 
cover  their  real  principles  ;  or  that  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  fociety  either  would  or  could  artfully 
conceal  or  difguife  their  real  fentiments  from  a 
member  who  w'as  no  novice,  but  one  efteemed  by 
them  as  a  faithful  and  ferviceable  member  of  the 
fame  fociety,  and  of  the  fame  fentiments  with 
themfelves. 

But  that  he  firft  difcovered  in  America  any 
pretended  errors  of  this  people,  which  he  had 
not  the  like  opportunity  of  difcovering,  or  which 
he  did  not  difcover  long  before  his  removal,  and. 
approve  and  maintain  too,  is  not  only  improba¬ 
ble,  but  really  untrue. 

The  matter  of  controverfy  between  George 
Keith  and  friends  in  America  appears  clearly  to 
be  this,  whether  the  knowledge  and  belief  of 
the  hiftory  of  Chrill’s  life,  death,  fufferings, 
refurrection  and  afcenfion  be  necefTarv  to  fab 

J 

ration,  to  thofe  who  have  no  opportunity  or 
poflibility  of  coming  to  the  knowledge  thereof. 

Now  he  could  not  be  ignorant  that  the  people 
called  Quakers  had  always  taken  the  negative 
fide  of  the  queftion,  as  elteeming  it  incompa¬ 
tible  with  divine  jultice  to  condemn  a  great  part 
of  mankind  for  the  mere  ignorance  of  that, 
which  they  had  no  means  of  attaining  the  know¬ 
ledge  of.  We  have  feen  George  Keith  join  Ro¬ 
bert  Barclay  in  his  difpute  with  the  lludents  of 
Aberdeen,  in  defence  of  his  Thefes,  the  fixth 

of 
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C  H  A  P.  0f  which  is  particular  upon  the  fubjett  ;  neither 
x1,  was  he  unacquainted  with  his  more  explicit 
v — *  1  arguments  thereupon  in  his  apology.  1  But 

l7°°-  further  George  Keith  himfelf  in  his  former 
writings  maintained  the  fame  doctrines*,  hav¬ 
ing  declared  it  as  his  fentiment  that  thofe 
men  who  had  not  the  matter  of  Chrilvs  out- 
ward  birth,  death,  refurrection  and  afcenfion 
revealed  or  made  known  to  them  ;  yet  living 
faithful  to  what  by  his  light  and  holy  fpirit  was 
manifefted  to  them,  fhould  be  faved,  though 
they  died  in  that  ftate,  and  that  the  contrary 
dodtrinewas  uncharitable,  and  argued  thus  upon 
it ;  “  Why  may  not  the  benefit  of  Chrift’s 
<c  taking  upon  him  the  form  of  man  redound 
et  unto  many  who  do  not  exprefsly  know  it,  even 
£<  as  a  difeafea  perfon  may  receive  benefit  of  a 
Ci  cure  applied  to  him,  though  he  have  not  an 
<c  exprefs  knowledge  of  all  the  means  and 
“  ways,  how,  from  firft  to  lalt,  it  hath  been 
il  prepared.” 

This  being  the  original  fubject  of  George 
Keith’s  open  dilfent,  it  is  evident,  it  was  not  in 
America  he  firft  difeovered  it  to  be  the  doftrine  of 
the  Quakers,  he  being  well  acquainted  with  it, 
and  having  adopted  it  in  England  long  before, 
where  it  was  openly  profefted  and  vindicated, 
and  never,  as  far  as  I  have  heard  or  known, 
denied  or  difguifed,  in  the  leaft,  by  any  under 
that  name,  till  he  denied  it,  in  contradiction  of 
his  former  avowed  fentiments,  both  in  his  public 
preaching  and  private  difeourfes ;  and  when  it 
was  urged  againft  him  how  hard  it  would  be 

upon 

1  S.  Smith. 

*  See  his  book,  entitled.  The  ReScr  coreSeJ. 
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upon  honeft  Gentiles,  who,  though  they  fleered  CHAP, 
ever  fo  exactly  bv  the  law  written  in  the  heart,  XI* 
muft  notwithftanding  for  want  of  that  knowv 
ledge  they  had  no  means  of  attaining,  perifh  / 
without  remedy  ;  he  would  recur  to  his  capri¬ 
cious  notion  of  tranfmigration,  and  anfwer,  they 
could  not  perifh,  though  they  fhould  die  in  that 
flate ;  but  would  have  an  opportunity  to  hear 
the  gofpel  preached,  and  of  being  faved  thereby 
in  fome  future  revolution  *.  I  wonder  what  te¬ 
net  of  the  Quakers  he  could  tax  with  heterodoxy 
or  abfurdity  equal  to  this. 

This  year  put  a  period  to  the  life  of  king  Death  of 
James,  who  died  at  the  palace  of  Germains 
in  France  the  17th  of  September,  and  upon  claimed 
his  death  his  fon,  by  order  of  the  French  king,  Enfiandby 
was  proclaimed  king  of  the  Britith  domini- the  French 

Q  king. 

ons.  6 

As  the  parliament  had  juft  fettled  the  fuc- 
ceflion  to  the  crown,  in  Sophia,  eledlrefs  of  Ha¬ 
nover,  and  her  heirs,  in  cafe  of  the  death  of 
king  William  and  the  princefs  of  Denmark  with¬ 
out  iflue,  this  interference  of  a  foreign  prince 
to  aflign  another  king  to  England  than  they 
chofe  tor  themfelves,  roufed  the  general  indig¬ 
nation  of  the  people,  Addrefles  were  fent  up 
from  all  quarters  exprefhve  of  gratitude  for  the 
revolution,  and  loyalty  to  the  king  and  the 

ho  ufe 


*  Samuel  Smith,  from  whefe  manufeript  p'incipallv  I 
have  extracted  the  narrative  of  George  Keith’s  proceedings 
in  America,  informs  us  that  the  fubftance  of  the  whole  is 
taken  from  the  memorials  of  Caleb  Pufev,  a  man  of  undif- 
pured  veracity,  an  intimate  friend  of  George  Keith,  before 
he  left  the  fociety,  and  concerned  in  oppofing  him  afterwards  5 
who  wrote  rhefe  memoirs  of  tran factions,  in  which  lie  was 
perfonally  engaged. 
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chap,  houfe  of  Hanover.  Upon  this  occafion  the  people 
called  Quakers  alfo.  who  had  heretofore  chiefly 
1701.  comPlaints  of  grievances  to  lay  before  their  rulers, 
from  moft  of  which  they  were  effectually  deliver¬ 
ed  by  the  prefent  fovereign,  thought  themfelves 
called  upon  in  point  of  duty  and  gratitude  to  wait 
upon  him  foon  after  his  return  from  Holland 
with  the  following  addrefs,  which  was  pTefented 
by  George  Whitehead,  William  Mead  and  Fran¬ 
cis  Camfield,  viz. 


fingw,?  “  To  KinS  WILLIAM  III.  over  England,  &c, 

liarn. 

“  An  Addrefs  from  the  People  commonly  called 
44  Quakers,  humbly  prefented, 

44  May  it  pleafe  the  King, 

“  WE  thy  dutiful  fubjects  fincerely  exprefs 
44  our  joy  for  thy  fafe  return  to  thy  people,  havr 
44  ing  great  caufe  to  love,  honour  and  pray  for 
44  thee,  as  a  prince  whom  we  believe  God  hath 
44  promoted  and  principled  for  the  good  ends 
44  of  government,  under  whofe  reign  we  enjoy 
44  great  mercies  and  favours,  and  particularly 
44  that  of  liberty  to  tender  confciences  in  reli- 
44  gious  worfhip,  as  a  proper  expedient  to  unite 
44  thy  proteftant  fubje&s  in  interefl  and  affec- 
44  tion. 

44  For  which  great  mercy  we  cannot  but  be 
44  humbly  thankful  to  God,  and  renew  our 
44  grateful  acknowledgment  to  the  king,  whom 
44  God  by  his  almighty  power  hath  eminently 
44  preferved,  and  made  exemplary  in  prudence 
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**  as  well  as  goodnefs  to  other  kings  and  prin-  CHAP. 
“  ces,  whereby  thy  memorial  will  be  renowned  xi. 

“  to  pofterity. 

We  are  alio  engaged  to  blefs  the  Lord,  for  that  I7OI» 
he  hath  manifeftly  fruftrated  the  mifchievous 
<e  and  treacherous  defigns  of  thine  and  the 
“  nation’s  adverfajies,  both  againft  the  lawful 
“  eftablilhment  of  thy  throne,  and  the  true  in- 
•“  tereft  of  thy  proteftant  fubje&s. 

“  And  we  befeech  almighty  God  to  blefs  the 
good  defigns  and  juft  undertakings  of  the 
“  king  and  his  great  council,  for  the  good  of 
“  his  people,  and  for  obtaining  to  Europe  a  firm 
“  and  lafting  peace  ;  and  continue  thee,  O  king, 

“  a  blefiing  to  thefe  nations,  eftatlilh  thy  throne 
“  in  mercy  and  truth,  give  to  thee  a  long  and 
“  profperous  reign  over  us,  and  hereafter  a  glo- 
“  rious  immortality,  is,  and  Ihall  be  the  fer- 
“  vent  prayer  of  us,  thy  true  and  faithful  fub- 
“  jeds. 

“  Signed  in  behalf  and  by  appointment  of  the 
“  aforefaid  People,  at  a  meeting  in  London,  the 
“  8th  month,  1701.” 

This  addrefs  was  favourably  received  by  the  king, 
who,  in  anfwer,  replied,  “  I  have  proteded  you, 

“  and  (hall  protect  you  and  repairing  to  his  clo- 
fet  he  peruled  the  laid  addrefs  over  again,  and  it 
was  underftood  that  he  expreffed  his  particular  ap¬ 
probation  thereof.  a  But  it  being  fome  days 
before  it  made  its  appearance  in  the  Gazette,  Af,rrd 
fome  news-writers  in  the  intermediate  time  fas  addrefs 
had  been  done  in  the  beginning  of  king  James’s  rubilftt;d' 
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C  Hxk  P'  reig^  fabricated  a  verY  ridiculous  piece,  pur- 
porting  to  be  the  addrefs  of  the  people  called 
Quakers  to  the  king,  in  which  the  expreffions 
are  leprefented  to  be  fo  blunt  and  unmannerly, 
as  befpoke  audacity  and  infolence,  rather  than 
tne.  honed  fimplicity  of  the  Quaker  ;  and  in 
which  the  fabricator  might  probably  gratify  his 
fpleen  againft  the  Quakers  and  his  fovereign  toge¬ 
ther;  but  the  real  addrefs  being  foon  after  pub- 
lilhed  detected  the  forgery. 

King  William’s  health  had  been  fome  time  on 
the  decline,  and  a  fall  from  his  horfe  hadened 
his  diffolution.  Ke  departed  this  life  at  Ken- 
iington  the  8th  day  of  the  month  called  March 
1702,  in  the  52d  year  of  his  age  ;  leaving  deep 
impreflions  of  gratitude  to  his  memory  in  the 
minds  of  many  of  his  fubjedts,  who  wrere  fenfi- 
ble  of  his  important  fervices  and  the  benefits 
th^.eof,  in  refcuing  them  from  the  impending 
danger  of  a  popifh  government,  and  fecuring  to 
them  the  free  and  full  enjoyment  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty  :  the  diffenters  efpecially,  who 
confidered  him  as  their  friend  and  protector  for 
the  early  and  effectual  immunities  his  reign  fe¬ 
ezed  to  them,  in  exempting  them  from  the  pe¬ 
nalties  of  fundry  laws,  which,  in  the  reigns  of 
his  predeceffors,  had  expofed  them  to  a  variety 
of  damage  and  diffrefs. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

IRELAND. 


Care  of  Friends  to  preferve  their  Members  from 
too  anxious  a  purfuit  of  Riches. — Sentiments  of 
Friends  in  Ireland  in  rcfpcdl  to  the  Affirmation. 
— Their  Zeal  and  Care  in  fupporting  Difcipline, 
— William  Penn ,  Thomas  Story  and  John  Evcrot 
vifit  Ireland. — Meetings  largely  attended. — John 
Plympton  pubiijhes  an  abujive  Paper. — Com¬ 
plaint  againjl  him. — Meeting  at  Cajhell  ordered 
to  difperfe. — William  Penn’s  Conference  with 
the  Bijhop  thereupon. — The  Bifhop  writes  to  the 
Lords  JuJlices. — A  Province  Vifit  performed. — 
Fpi/lle  from  the  Province-meeting  at  Cajlle- 
dermot. 


XII. 


Peace  being  reftored  to  this  nation,  plenty  c  h  ap. 
and  profperity  quickly  followed.  This  fruitful 
itland,  thinned  of  its  inhabitants  by  the  late  war, 
both  by  the  number  who  fled  for  refuge  to  other 
countries,  and  the  number  who  perifhed,  afford¬ 
ed  thofe  who  kept  their  habitations  and  lurviv- 
ed,  who  had  been  defpoiled  of  all  their  pro¬ 
perty,  and  had  felt  all  the  diltrefs  of  penury  and 
fcarcity  during  that  calamitous  time,  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  foon  emerging  from  a  (fate  of  want 
to  plenty,  and  from  poverty  to  competency  and 
to  affluence,  even  beyond  what  could  be  ex¬ 
pected 
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chap,  pefted  in  the  ufual  courfe  of  things.  Both  agri- 
xn*  culture  and  commerce  being  in  few  hands,  and 
the  former  applied  to  fertile  land,  which  return- 
1^92’  ed  great  increafe  with  little  labour,  more  than 
fufficient  for  the  fupport  of  the  remaining  inha¬ 
bitants,  efpecially  in  the  fine  grazing  lands  ; 
and  the  latter  employed  in  the  exportation  of 
the  fuperfluity  to  advantage,  loon  prefented  a 
tempting  bait  to  purfue  the  accumulation  of 
property  with  ardour.  And  now  a  fecond  ge¬ 
neration  being  rifen  and  arifmg  amongft  this 
fociety,  who  held  the  profeflion  as  the  religion 
of  their  education,  and  not  by  the  purchafe  of 
giving  up  all  for  his  fake,  as  their  predecelfors 
had  done,  too  many  of  thefe  appeared  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  being  carried  away  with  the  Itream,  and 
of  being  drawn  afide  by  the  tempting  profpecl 
into  an  inordinate  purfuit  of  w'ealth,  beyond 
the  limits  of  a  truly  religious  dilpofition,  and 
to  the  obftruftion  of  their  growth  in  religious 
experience. 

Yet  the  main  body  of  the  fociety  confided 
of  fome  of  the  old  flock  who  dill  furvived,  and 
feveral  of  the  prelent  generation,  who  actuated 
by  a  ferious  concern  for  their  eternal  well-being, 
fought  it  in  the  way  of  felf  denial  and  the  daily 
crofs,  as  their  elder  brethren  and  fathers  had 
done  ;  and  made  the  religion  of  their  education 
that  of  their  judgment,  and  the  rule  of  their  con¬ 
cur  duel  in  life.  Thefe  clearly  perceiving  the  in¬ 
friends  to  jurious  confequences  likely  to  arife  to  the  pre- 
Seirmc-m-  fent  and  future  generation  by  indulging,  this 
bers  from  worldly  difpofition,  and  the  danger  of  friends 
apSTf  and  their  po fieri ty  returning,  the  fpirit  and  cuf- 
rithes.  toms  of  this  world,  from  which  their  fathers  had 

been  redeemed,  by  which  means  they  might  be 

led 
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led  into  forgetfulnefs  of  the  eminent  care  of c  H  A  p- 

O  VT  T 

providence,  who  had  in  great  mercy  preferved  xu* 
them  fafe  through  all  the  late  feafons  of  calami- 
ties,  on  thefe  confiderations  were  incited  in  point  1 
of  duty  as  faithful  watchmen  to  give  timely 
warning  of  the  danger.  Many  admonitions  and 
exhortations  from  their  meetings  of  difcipline 
were  fent  forth  for  exciting  their  friends  to 
vigilance,  and  to  keep  within  the  limits  of  pure 
religion  in  their  temporal  engagements,  and 
under  the  guidance  of  divine  grace,  which  would 
teach  them  to  deny  all  ungodlinefs,  and  worldly 
lulls.  In  this  pious  concern  they  were  encou¬ 
raged  by  the  confolation  with  which  they  were 
favoured  therein,  and  endued  with  wifdom  in 
diredling  their  meafures  for  preventing  the  pro-: 
grefs  of  this  worldly  fpirit ;  fo  that  their  zealous 
endeavours  were  attended  with  a  good  effect. 

It  was  in  the  year  1693  that  an  application  to 
the  parliament  of  England,  to  requeft  their  indul¬ 
gence  to  the  people  called  Quakers,  in  accepting 
their  folemn  affirmation  inllead  of  an  oath,  was 
hrfl  undertaken  to  be  made  by  friends  of  that 
nation,  which  when  their  brethren  in  Ireland  un- 
derltood,  they  took  the  brotherly  freedom  of  writ¬ 
ing  an  epillle  on  the  fubjeft,  to  the  meeting  of  Smtimenr* 
fufferings  in  London,  defiring  that  Chrilt’s  own  °f frie"d'of 
words,  yea  and  nay  might  be  adhered  to,  if  pom- rcfpetf  to 
ble,  recommending  rather  to  exercife  patience,  [['0enaffirm>' 
and  wait  God’s  time,  to  open  a  clear  and  free 
way  for  their  alfertion  of  the  truth,  than  to  ac¬ 
cept  fuch  a  form  of  affirmation,  'as  might  bring  a 
fnare  or  burden  upon  any  tender  confcienccs,  by 
appearing  in  any  degree  fimiiar  roan  oath. 

And  in  the  year  1695,  when  the  government 
of  England  was  pleafed  to  favour  them  with  an 

act 
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CHAP,  aft  of  paliament,  prefcribing  a  form  of  an  affir- 
mation  inftead  of  an  oath  ;  although  it  was  ra- 
'^v  '  ther  diffatisfacfory  to  many  friends  in  Ireland,  by 

l69S*  reafon  of  the  facred  name  being  comprifed  there¬ 
in,  which  they  conlidering  as  an  appeal  to  the 
divine  Being,  thought  it  bordered  too  near  upon 
an  oath,  and  were  not  free  to  ufe  it.^  Others  lefs 
fcrupulous,  gratefully  accepted  the  favour,  con¬ 
ceiving  it  only  in  the  light  of  a  very  foiemn 
affirmation.  This  difference  of  judgment  how¬ 
ever  was  productive  of  no  fchifm ;  but  the  fpirit 
of  chriftian  charity  and  mutual  forbearance  ap¬ 
peared  confpicuoufly  amongffi  the  memoers  o. 
this  fociety  at  this  time.  Thofe  wffio  fcrupled  the 
ufe  thereof,  not  harffily  judging  thofe.  who.  were 
free  to  ufe  it,  and  thefe  latter  fympathifing  in  the 
difficulty  under  which  the  tendernefs  of  their 
confciences  brought  others  of  their  biethren, 
were  earneftly  aifpofed  to  co-operate  with  them 
in  procuring  an  univerfal  eafe  to  ail  the  members. 

1696.  When  they  met  at  the  next  yearly  meeting  ot 
London,  an  edifying  harmony  appeared  amongff 
the  friends  of  both  nations,  and  it  was  reiolved 
unanimoufly  to  folicit  government,  as  foon  as 
providence  ffiould  open  the  way,  for  granting  a 
form  of  affirmation,  which  might  be  eafy  to  al  . 

As  this  fociety  became  numerous  in  that  na¬ 
tion,  the  advantage  and  neceffitv  or  a  falmary 
difcipline  had  become  obvious,  and  was  immedi¬ 
ately  adopted  by  friends  there,  upon  the  notice 
of  its  being  eftabliffied  by  their  brethren  m 
England,  and  without  any  of  that  opposition, 
which  occaffoned  fo  much  trouble  ,  to  tneir  laid. 
Their  Ze,i  brethren;  the  benefits  of  the  religious  and  bro- 
andcare  in  tperm  care  for  each  ether,  during  the  late  war, 
raainta.mng  been  evidently  manifefted,  had  confirmed 
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the  judgment  of  friends  generally  in  favour  ofc  h  a  p. 
a  zealous  exertion  of  care  and  endeavours  for  xii. 
the  prefervation  of  friends  in  the  uniform  practice 
of  piety  and  virtue,  and  the  cultivation  of  a  pure 
and  religious  difpoiition  in  their  minds,  as  well 
as  to  relieve  and  help  them  in  their  outward 
circumftances,  which  at  this  time  were  fo  remark¬ 
able,  as  to  gain  the  commendation  of  mod 
friends,  who  were  engaged  in  the  love  of  the 
gofpel  to  vifit  them. 

John  Gratton,  of  Monevafh,  in  Derbyfhire, 
in  particular,  an  able  minifter,  vifiting  Ireland 
this  year,  hath  in  his  journal  left  the  following 
tedimony  concerning  them. 

That,  “  there  was  great  love,  peace,  and 
“  concord  amongft  them,  and  good  order  and 
“  government  in  a  careful  overfight  of  the  flock, 

“  that  friends  be  careful  in  all  refpefts,  to  keep 
“  their  profeffion  without  blame,  and  particularly 
“  that  none  run  inordinately  after  the  world, 

“  or  break  in  other  men’s  debts.” 

And  friends  of  Briflol,  in  an  epiftle  from  their 
men’s  meeting,  exprefs  their  approbation  in  the 
following  terms : 

“  Your  love  to  the  holv  crofs  of  our  Lord 
“  Jefus,  and  your  zeal  for  promoting  the  way 
“  thereof,  by  a  drift  and  clofe  difcipline,  is  that 
“  which  is  much  wanted  in  many  places;  and 
“  though  ignorant  and  malioious  fpirits  may  (as 
“  they  have  done)  carp  at  it,  and  cry  out  againd 
“  it  as  an  impofition  on  confcience,  God  Al- 
“  mighty  hath  blocked  up  their  way,  and  fpoiled 
“  the  fpoilcr,  and  manifeded  their  folly  to  all, 

“  the  necel’ity  of  a  holy  care  in  the  church,  more 
“  and  more  daily  appearing.” 

But  the  ampled  tedimony  of  approbation,  is 

that 
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"William 
Penn,  Tho¬ 
mas  Story, 
and  John 
Everot  vifit 
Ireland. 


Meetings 
largely  at¬ 
tended. 


J.  Plymp- 

ton  publilh 
es  an  ahu- 
five  paper. 


that  of  William  Penn,  who  in  company  with 
John  Everot  and  Thomas  Story,  fet  out  from 
Briftol,  at  that  time  the  place  of  his  refidence,  in 
the  2d  month  1698,  to  vifit  friends  in  Ireland. 
They  landed  in  Dublin,  the  6th  of  3d  month 
O.  S.  and  the  half  year’s  meeting  began  on  the 
8th,  wherein  Thomas  Story  writes,  they  were 
greatly  comforted,  not  only  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  divine  prefence;  but  alfo  in  obferving  the 
unity,  mildnefs,  and  order,  which  appeared 
among  Friends,  in  the  management  of  the  affaiis 
of  the  church  in  that  meeting. 

The  refort  of  people  of  all  ranks,  qualities, 
and  profeffions  to  the  meetings,  was  veiy  great, 
chiefly  to  hear  William  Penn,  who  was  furnilhed 
with  matter  to  anfwer  their  expectations,  and 
his  preaching  gained  the  affent  and  commenda¬ 
tion  of  the  audience  in  a  general  way.  Tviany 
of  the  clergy  attended  amongft  others,  and 
amongft  them  the  Dean  of  Derry,  who  being 
at  feveral  meetings,  was  afked  by  his  bilhop, 
whether  he  heard  any  thing  but  blafphemy 
and  nonfenfe,  and  whether  he  took  off  his  hat 
in  time  of  prayer  ;  to  which  he  replied,  that  he 
heard  no  blafphemy  nor  nonfenfe,  but  fub- 
ftantial  truth  ;  and  did  not  only  take  off  his 
hat  at  prayer,  but  his  heart  faid  Amen  thereto. 

Here  they  met  with  John  Plympton,  a  tena¬ 
cious  baptift  teacher,  wTiofe  pertinacity  in  op- 
pofition  and  envy,  William  Penn  had  experi¬ 
enced  before  in  a  difpute  at  Melkfham,  m 
Wiltfhire.  This  perfon  had  published  a  very 
“  invidious  and  abufive  paper  againft  friends  in 
o-eneral,  and  William  Penn  in  particular,  in 
intemperance  of  language  outraging  common 
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Upon  this  feveral  perfons  applied  to  the  chief0  **  a  p- 
elders  and  the  meeting  of  that  people,  to  inform 
themfelves  whether  this  work  was  with  their  1698. 
confent  or  approbation ;  and  they,  with  be-  Complaint 
coming  candour  and  concern,  diiclaimed  having  to  the  eiders 
any  hand  in  it,  but  that  it  was  altogether  °^the  biP' 
Plympton’s  own  work,  and  difowned  him  there¬ 
in.  So  looking  upon  him  as  a  wrangler,  they 
thought  him  not  worthy  of  notice  at  that  time : 

But  afterwards  William  Penn  publilhing  a  paper,  william 
entitled  Gofpel  truths  held  by  the  people  called Peni1  pu!i* 
Quakers,  fubfcribed  by  hiinfelf  and  three  others  pi^entided 
of  his  friends,  Plympton’s  enmity  was  roufed -ltruths 
again  to  appear  in  print  in  a  piece  to  which ’  c‘ 
he  prefixed  the  invidious  title  of  The  Quaker 
no  Chrijlian.  -William  Penn  alfo  reprinted  the 
8th  and  9th  chapters  of  his  Primitive  Chrijlianity 
revived ,  which  clearly  expofed  to  the  public 
the  falfity  of  Plympton’s  charges  and  reflections. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  vifit,  coming  to  the  city 
of  Cork,  William  Penn  paid  a  vifit  to  the  bifliop, 
and  prefented  him  with  the  abovefaid  paper, 
called  Gofpel  truths ,  which  he  feemed  to  receive 
favourably,  but  afterwards,  unexpectedly,  pub- 
lifhed  fome  exceptions  againft  it ;  to  which 
William  Penn,  after  his  coming  back  to  England, 
replied  in,  A  defence  of  a  paper  entitled  Gofpel 
truths  againft  the  exceptions  of  the  bifliop  of 
Cork. 

I  look  upon  it  as  unneceflary  to  attend  them 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  their  vifit ;  but 
only  to  take  notice  of  one  or  two  remarkable 
occurrences. 

At  Roft,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  they  Horfc*  fe;. 
met  with  an  interruption  in  their  journey : Zid  at  Rol*t 
There  was  a  law  at  that  time  in  Ireland,  that 
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chap,  no  Papift  flrould  poflefs  a  horfe  of  the  value  of 
xii.  5I.  5s.  or  upward ;  that  any  horfe  being  in 
pofleffion  of  one  of  that  denomination,  any  pro- 
1  ^98-  teftant  making  information  thereof,  and  ten¬ 
dering  the  owner  5I.  5s.  before  a  magiftrate, 
might  poflefs  himfelf  of  fuch  horfe  :  And 
all  to  be  deemed  papifts,  who  Ihould  refufe 
to  take  the  oaths,  and  fubfcribe  the  declaration, 
upon  tender  thereof. 

Two  officers,  quartered  in  Rofs,  thought  to 
avail  themfelves  of  this  law,  by  feizing  thefe 
friends’  horfes,  and  obtained  a  warrant  from 
the  fovefeign  of  Rofs,  for  that  purpofe,  deno¬ 
minating  the  friends  papifts,  within  the  con- 
ftruction  of  the  act,  becaufe  they  held  it  unlaw¬ 
ful  to  take  an  oath. 

By  this  warrant  the  horfes  of  four  of  the 
friends  were  feized,  but  two  returned,  being 
worth  little  more  than  5I.  5s.  but  the  horfes 
of  William  Penn  and  his  fon  they  detained, 
being  of  much  greater  value  ;  whereupon  two 
friends,  Jofeph  Pike,  of  Cork,  and  Thomas 
Cuppage,  of  Lambftown,  w^ent  to  the  magi- 
ftrate,  and  took  out  a  replevin ;  Thomas  Cup- 
page  giving  bond  to  ftand  the  trial,  by  which 
they  regained  pofleffion  of  the  horfes.  I  he  dif- 
appointed  officers,  enraged  hereat,  threatened 
what  they  would  expend  at  law ;  but  were  pre¬ 
vented  of  giving  the  friends  any  further  trouble. 

For  William  Penn  wrrote  to  the  Lords  Jufti- 
ces  an  account  of  this  tranfa&ion,  who  imme¬ 
diately  let  thefe  officers  know  their  difpleafure 
at  their  diftngenaous  proceedings,  by  ordering 
them  to  be  confined  to  their  chambers :  And 
being  apprehenfive  of  the  confequence,  they 
procured  application  to  be  made  to  William 

Penn, 
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Penn,  to  entreat  him  to  write  again  for  their  chip. 
releafe,  and  to  prevent  their  being  broke,  who  xii. 
finding  them  brought  to  a  fenfe  of  their  error,  > 

readily  complied  with  their  requeft  ;  upon  w.Jch  IO?S' 
they  were  relealed  and  forgiven,  for  which  they 
appeared  very  thankful.  Thus  terminated  this 
bufinefs,  without  much  inconvenience  to  the 
friends  concerned,  further  than  preventing  feme 
of  them  from  reaching  Waterford  in  time,  to 
the  meeting  they  had  appointed  there. 

Proceeding  in  their  journey  to  Caffiel.  inAtCaftei 
the  county  of  Tipperary,  they  met  John  Vaugh- ?‘JnVaugh- 
ton  and  Samuel  Waldenfield,  from  London : 

And  being  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  the  meet-  <j!L'  iVa1' 
ing  was  crowded  by  a  multitude  of  people  of 
various  notions  and  ranks  in  that  place.  The 
meeting  being  gathered,  the  mayor  of  the  town,  Here  the 
with  conftables,  &c.  came,  by  direction  of  the  !s 
bilhop  of  the  place,  and  commanded  them,  in  to  be  ciifpe"- 
the  King’s  name,  to  difperfe,  though  he  could  ^  ^ 

not  get  into  the  houfe  for  the  throng.  John  the  1 iihop’* 
Vaughton,  upon  this,  remarked  “  that  he,  with di  edl0n' 

“  fome  other  friends,  had,  upon  a  late  occafion, 

<c  been  admitted  into  the  King’s  prefence  ;  and 
“  the  King  was  pleafed  to  afk,  if  we  had  full 
tc  liberty  in  all  his  dominions  to  exercife  our 
“  religion  without  moleftation,  and  we,  not 
“  knowing  any  thing  to  the  contrary,  anfwered 
“  in  the  affirmative.  To  which  the  King  was 
“  pleafed  to  reply,  that  if  any  did  difturb  us 
“  therein,  to  make  it  known  to  him,  and  he  would 
“  protect  us.  And  here  thou  dilturbeft  our 
“  meeting,  and  commandeft  us,  in  the  King’s 
“  name,  to  difperfe ;  but  I  appeal  to  this  audi- 
“  ence,  whether  we  fhould  obey  thee  without 
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chap.  “  Jaw,  or  gratefully  accept  the  King’s  prote&ion 
xii.  “  according  to  law.” 

To  this  Thomas  Story  added,  “  that  the  high 
169S.  «  priefts,  fcribes,  and  pharifees,  of  old,  were  the 
“  greateft  enemies  of  Chrifl  and  his  apoftles  ; 
<c  and  that  generally  where  mifchief  appeared 
t£  in  any  nation,  that  fet  of  men,  in  every  form, 
“  were  at  the  bottom  of  it,  and  fo  it  is  (till  to 
€<  this  day.” 

y«  the  William  Penn^  being  detained  in  writing  fome 
hekmlffa-  ^etters  °f  importance,  while  the  meeting  was 
tisfa&ion.  gathering,  had  not  yet  come  in  ;  but  taking  an 
opportunity  to  fpeak  with  the  mayor,  (whom  he 
treated  with  the  refpect  due  to  his  office)  he 
requefted  him  to  go,  and  let  the  bifhop  know, 
he  would  wait  upon  him  at  his  own  houfe,  after 
meeting,  and  defired  his  patience  until  then. 
The  mayor  affented  and  withdrew  :  And  then 
William  Penn  went  into  the  meeting.  The 
meeting  was  much  favoured,  and  every  inftru- 
ment  fitted  for  his  fhare  of  the  labour ;  and  the 
people  generally  fatisfied  with  what  they  heard 
and  felt. 

n;  The  meeting  being  ended,  William  Penn, 

Penn’s  con-  taking  two  or  three  friends  along  with  him, 
%viTh  the  sc  went  to  the  bifhop,  with  whom  he  expoftulated 
fliop.  concerning  that  tranfaclion,  telling  him  “  it 
et  looked  a  little  extraordinary,  as  the  cafe  then 
<c  (hood,  when  a  general  liberty  was  granted 
“  by  law,  to  the  King’s  fubjects  in  all  his  do- 
‘£  minions.”  The  bifhop  treated  William 
Penn  in  a  friendly  manner,  and,  in  his  excufe, 
faid,  “  that  he  went  that  morning  to  church, 
t{  as  ufuai  ;  and,  when  there,  had  no  body  to 
sc  preach  to  but  the  mayor,  church  -wardens, 
<s  fome  conflables  and  the  walls,  the  people 

“  being 


“being  all  gone  to  your  meeting;  which,  Ichap. 
“  confefs,  faid  he,  made  me  a  little  angry  ;  and  xn. 

“  I  fent  the  mayor  and  conflables  with  that  ' 

“  meflage,  in  hopes  by  that  means  to  procure  1698. 

“  a  greater  auditory;  though  I  have  no  ill  will 
“  to  you,  or  thofe  of  your  profeflion.”  And 
they  parted  in  feeming  friendfhip. 

But  afterwards,  recolle&ing  that  his  pro- The  Bifr.op 
ceeding  could  not  be  juflified  under  the  pvefent 
laws,  except  the  meeting  had  been  attended  ces  an  exag- 
with  fome  extraordinary  and  unlawful  circum-  count'oi  the 
fiances  ;  the  bifhop  to  apologize  for  his  condud,  meeting*. 
WTote  to  the  lords  juftices,  to  inform  them, 
though  caufelefsly,  “  that  Mr.  Penn  and  the 
“  (Quakers  had  gathered  that  day  fuch  a  multi - 
“  tude  of  people,  and  fo  many  armed  papifts , 

•*  that  it  ftruck  a  terror  into  him  and  the  town  ; 
e  and  not  knowing  what  might  be  the  confe- 
“  quence,  he  had  fent  the  mayor  and  other  ma- 
“  giflrates  to  difperfe  them  ;  but  feeing  they 
“  had  taken  no  notice  of  him,  or  the  civil 
“  powers  there,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  lay 
“  the  matter  before  their  lordfhips,  that  fuch 
“  remedy  might  be  applied,  as  in  their  wifdom 
“  they  might  think  proper,  to  obviate  the  danger 
“  and  ill  confequences  of  fuch  aflemblies.” 

When  William  Penn  and  his  companions 
arrived  at  Cork,  finding  the  lords  juftices  arrived 
there  before  them,  William  Penn,  for  whom  they 
had  entertained  a  great  regard,  went  to  pay  them 
a  vifit :  After  mutual  falutations,  the  earl  of 
Galway  gave  him  the  bifliop  of  Cafhel’s  let¬ 
ter  to  read,  which  having  done,  he  related  to 
them  the  real  circumitances  of  the  cafe,  telling 
them,  “  that  he  did  not  fee  any  armed  perfons 
“  there,  unlefs  here  and  there  a  gentleman 

“  might 
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chap.*4  might  have  a  fword,  as  ufual  ;  but  that  he 
xii.  44  knew  nothing  of  what  religion  they  were.” 

~ Then  the  earl,  calling  the  bifhop  44  old  dotard  1” 
I!^s-  faxd,  44  why  fliould  he  make  all  this  ado  upon 
44  fo  common  an  occafion.”  And  that  was  all 
the  forward  man  got  by  bufying  himfelf  beyond 
his  fphere. 

From  Lambilown,  in  the  county  of  Wexford, 
they  wrote  the  following  epiftle  to  the  yearly 
meeting  in  London,  conveying  an  account  o t 
their  fervice,  and  the  ftate  of  their  religious  fo- 
ciety  in  that  nation. 

To  the  Yearly  Meeting  at  LONDON . 

44  Dear  Friends  and  Brethren, 

44  It  is  not  the  leaf:  of  our  exercifes,  that  we 
44  are  thus  far  outwardly  feparated  from  you,  at 
44  this  time  of  your  holy'  a;  d  bleflfed  folemnity : 
44  But  becaufe  we  have  g^od  v.  afon  to  believe 
44  it  is  in  the  will  of  God,  we  humbly  fubmit  to 
44  his  ordering  hand,  and  with  open  arms  of 
44  deep  and  tender  love-  embrace  you  our 
44  living  and  loving  brethren,  who  are  given  up 
44  io  lerve  the  lord  in  your  generation,  and  that 
44  hav  e  long  preferred  Jerusalem ,  and  the’  peace 
44  and  profperity  of  her  borders,  above  your 
44  chiefeft  joy.  The  falutation  of  our  endeared 
44  brotherly  love  in  Chrift  jefus  is  unto  you, 
44  defiring  that  he  may  richly  appear  among  you 
44  in  power,  wildom,  and  love,  to  guide  your 
44  judgments  and  influence  your  fpirits,  in  this 
44  weighty  and  anniverfary  affembly,  that  fo 
44  nothing  may  appear  or  have  place  among  you, 
44  but  what  fingly  feeks  the  honour  of  the  Lord , 

44  the 
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“  the  exaltation  of  his  truth ,  and  the  peace  and 1 
i:  eftablifhment  of  his  heritage.  For  this,  brethren, 
“  you  and  we  know,  has  been  the  aim,  end 
“  and  pra&ice  of  thofe  whom  the  Lord  hath 
“  made  willing  to  forfake  and  give  up  all  for 
“  his  name’s  fake,  and  through  various  exercifes 
“  and  tribulations,  yea  in  the  way  of  the  daily 
“  crofs,  and  through  the  fight  and  baptifm  of 
“  many  afflictions,  to  have  their  converfation 
“  and  fojourning  here  below  upon  the  earth, 
“  in  fear  and  love,  looking  for  their  reward  in 
“  the  heavens  that  fhall  never  pafs  away,  who 
“  have  not  been  lifted  up  by  good  report, 
“  nor  call  down  by  evil  report,  from  their 
“  love  to  the  Lord  and  his  precious  truth,  but 
“  hold  on  their  way,  whofe  hands  being  clean 
tc  of  evil  things  towards  all  men,  have  waxed 
“  ftronger  and  ftronger  in  the  Lord.  Wherefore, 
“  dear  brethren,  let  us  all  be  found  in  the  fame 
“  fteps,  and  walking  in  the  fame  way,  not  being 
“  high-minded,  but  fearing  the  Lord,  that  we  may 
“  ferve  him  through  our  generation  in  dili- 
“  gence  and  faithfulnefs,  and  fo  enter  into  the  reft 
“  that  God  has  referved  for  his  true  travellers 
“  and  labourers  in  his  vineyard. 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  know  that  the  Lord 
“  hath  brought  us  well  into  this  kingdom  of 
“  Ireland ,  and  given  us  many  large  and  biefied 
“  opportunities  in  feveral  parts,  meetings  being 
“  crowded  by  people  of  ail  ranks  and  periuafions, 
“  eipecially  at  Dublin ,  who,  for  ought  we  have 
“  heard,  have  given  the  truth  a  good  report ; 
“  and  indeed  the  Lord  has  mightily  appeared 
“  for  his  own  name,  and  owmed  us  with  a  more 
“  than  ordinary  prefence,  fuitable  to  the  ccca- 
“  fions,  and  made  very  heavy  and  hard  things 
“  eafy  to  us,  becaufe  of  the  glory  of  his  power, 

“  with 
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CHAP'“  with  which  he  affifted  us  in  our  needful  times, 
“  for  which  our  fouls  bow  before  him,  and  blefs, 
1C98.  CC  reveren£e  and  praife  his  holy  and  worthy  name. 
00  that,  dear  brethren,  we  have  good  tidings 
ct  to  give  you  of  truth’s  profperity  at  large,  and 
more  efpecially  in  the  churches,  having  had 
the  comfort  of  the  general  meeting  of  this 
C£  nation,  confifting  of  many  weighty  brethren 
“  and  filters,  from  all  parts  thereof,  which  was 
heid  in  the  city  of  Dublin  in  much  love, 
peace  and  unity  for  feveral  days,  wherein  we 
had  cccafion  to  obferve  their  commendable 
care  for  the  profperity  of  the  blelfed  truth, 
“  m  all  the  branches  of  its  holy  teftimony, 
botn  in  the  general  and  in  the  particular, 
Ci  improving  the  good  order  practifed  among  the 
“  churches  or  Chrift  in  our  nation. 

Indeed  their  fimplicity,  gravity,  and  cool- 
n.ef.s  *n  managing  their  church  affairs  ;  their 
diligence  in  meetings,  both  for  worfhip  and 
bufinefs ;  their  difpatch  in  ending  differences 
“  an^,  exPedtents  to  prevent  them  ;  but  efpe- 
cimiy  their  zeal  agaihft  covetoufnefs  and  in- 
dinerency  in  truth’s  iervice,  and  exemplary  care 
tc  diicourage  an  immoderate  concern  inpurfuitof 
the  things  of  this  life ,  and  to  excite  friends  to 
do  good  with  what  they  have,  very  greatly 
te  comforted  us,  and  in  the  fweet  and  bleffed 
£4  power  of  Ghrifl  Jefus  the  meeting  ended, 
“  and  friends  departed.  The  Lord  grant  that 
“  you  may  alio  make  the  fame  purpofe  the  travail 
<c  or  your  fouls,  and  end  of  your  labour  and  fer- 
•  ice  ot  love,  who  feek  not  your  own  things , 
“  t‘le  things  of  Jefus  Chrijl ,  in  this  your 
lolemn  general  meeting. 

--  “  And, 
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“And,  dear  brethren,  we  mull  tell  you, c  H  A  p* 
“  here  is  room  enough  for  true  labourers  in  xn* 

“  God’s  vineyard,  <md  cannot  well  forbear 
“  to  recommend  the  fervice  of  truth,  in  this  ^ 

“  nation,  to  your  ferious  confideration,  if  haply 
“  the  Lord  may  put  into  the  hearts  of  any  faith- 
“  ful  and  weighty  brethren,  to  vifit  it  in  the 
“  word  cf  eternal  lire ;  for  we  cannot  but  fay, 

“  the  harvelt  appears  to  us  to  be  great,  and  the 
“  labourers  in  comparifon  but  a  few.  So  in 
“  that  love  which  many  waters  cannot  quench, 

“  nor  didance  wear  out  of  our  remembrances, 

“  and  in  which  we  defire  to  be  remembered 
“  of  you  to  the  Lord  of  our  houlhold,  we 
“  dearly  and  tenderly  falute  you,  and  remain 

“  Your  loving  and  faithful  brethren, 

“  WILLIAM  PENN, 

“  JOHN  EVEROTT, 

“  THOMAS  STORY.” 

“  Lambdown,  ad  of  the 
4th  Month,  1698.” 

This  epiftle  confirms  the  truth  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  remarks  concerning  the  care  of  friends 
in  Ireland,  to  guard  the  members  of  their  foci- 
ety  againft  an  immoderate  engagement  in  tem¬ 
poral  purfuits,  which  feems  to  have  been  an 
earned  and  growing  concern  :  For  about  this 
time  a  general  provincial  vifit  was  appointed  A  provinci- 
and  performed,  i.  e.  a  vifit  to  every  particular  vifi‘  ru¬ 
men’s  meeting  through  each  province,  in  order  on  ”  1 ' 
to  enquire  into  the  date  of  each  meeting ;  and 
how  the  wholefome  exhortations  and  admoni¬ 
tions,  imparted  from  the  half  year’s  meetings, 

had 
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chap,  had  been  put  in  practice ;  and  an  account  was 
xri.  returned  to  the  fucceeding  national  meeting,  of 
the  great  fatisfadtion  and  comfort,  which  the 
friends  concerned  were  favoured  with  in  their 
lervice,  under  the  feeling  of  divine  affiftance 
with  them ;  and  finding  a  condefcending  tem¬ 
per  of  mind  in  thofe  that  were  vifited,  fo  as  to 
receive  their  advice  with  cordiality,  and  readily 
to  comply  therewith  ;  fome  of  whom  had  been 
prevailed  with  to  leffen  their  outward  concerns, 
that  their  moderation  might  appear,  and  they 
be  more  at  liberty  in  body  and  mind  to  attend  to 
the  important  work  of  falvation,  and  to  fill 
up  their  places  in  fociety  with  greater  fidelity ; 
others,  who  were  pofleffed  of  large  holdings  of 
lands,  to  accommodate  their  poorer  brethren, 
who  wanted  fmaller  tracts  at  reafonable  rates. 
Epiftle  from  They  alfo  publilhed  and  difperfed  an  epillle 
me  p-in^r  from  the  province  meeting  of  Leinfter,  held  at 
caftieder-  Caftledermot,  the  9th,  iotn,  'and  nth  days  of 
thfinordT^  7  month  this  year,  on  the  fame  fubject,  which 
nate  cares  affords  us  a  fpecimen  of  the  fpirit  and  fenti- 
ments  of  the  faithful  elders  of  this  time,  and 
of  the  juft  conceptions  they  had  of  chriftian 
fimplicity  and  felt-denial,  taking  it  in  its  proper 
latitude  and  extent  *,  not  confining  it,  as  too 
many  are  ready  to  furmiie,  to  fuperfiuities  of 
apparel,  or  a  peculiar  mode  of  fpeech  and  ad- 
drefs  ;  but  extending  it  to  every  object  of  pur- 
fuit,  fo  far  as  it  is  intemperately  followed,  to  the 
obstruction  of  our  progrefs  in  religion,  and  the 
carrying  away  the  mind  from  the  fteady  purfuit 
of  thofe  things  that  conduce  to  our  peace. 
The  cares  of  this  life,  and  the  deceitfulnefs  of 
riches,  they  confidered  to  be  as  dangerous  fnares 
to  the  men  of  great  bufinefs,  as  airinefs  of  de¬ 
portment. 


01  this  life. 
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portment,  and  fondnefs  for  pi  earn  re  and  vanity  CHAP, 
are  to  f;,e  youthful  and  inconfiderate ;  that  the  xn. 
good  feed  was  as  effectually  hindered  from  bring-  ^ 
ing  forth  fruit  in  the  thorny,  as  in  the  highway 
or  ftony  ground,  in  the  parable.  And  we  mult 
admit  it  to  be  a  {landing  evidence  of  the  fpiri- 
tual  wifdom,  and  forefight  of  thefe  men,  that 
the  pernicious  effects  of  the  unbounded  love 
and  purfuit  of  temporal  treai’ures  upon  the  fpi- 
ritual  profpcrity  of  our  chriilian  focietv,  have 
been  too  manifeflly  confirmed  by  the  event  in 
fucceeding  times.  This  epiftle  is  recorded  at 
length  in  Dr.  Rutty’s  hiftory,  to  which  I  refer  ; 
but  the  preface,  written  by  Thomas  Traiford, 
and  the  pollfcript,  by  William  Edmundfon,  the 
former  explaining  the  motives  and  authority 
of  the  friends  in  their  concern,  and  the  latter 
briefly  recapitulating  the  fubjeCt,  I  think  not 
unworthy  of  introducing  in  this  place,  as  a 
fpecimen  of  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of  our 
friends  of  this  age  and  place. 

Love  not  the  world ,  neither  the  things  that  are 
in  the  world :  If  any  man  love  the  world ,  the  love 
of  the  Father  is  not  in  him.  i  John  ch.  ii.  15. 

PREFACE. 

<c  Dear  Friends, 

“  The  following  epifile  is  recommended  to 
“  be  read  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  in  which,  I 
“  doubt  not,  you  will  have  a  fenfe  of  the  religi- 
“  ous  care  and  concern,  which  the  Lord  hath 
“  railed  in  the  minds  of  feme  of  his  faithful 
“  elders,  for  the  good  and  prefervation  of  his 

“  heritage. 
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c  Ht  a  p>  ec  heritage.  But  if  there  be  any  amongfl  our- 
CC  ^ves  or  others,  not  acquainted  with  our 
j6^g,  “  chriftian  difcipline,  who,  for  want  of  truly 

“  feeing  the  great  danger  and  hurt  that  hath 
“  attended  the  profeffors  of  Chriftianity,  by  un- 
r*4  bounded  defires,  and  purluit  after  the  things 
“  of  this  world,  thall  cenfuie  our  chriftian  care, 
“  as  if  we  u'ent  about  to  exercife  lordfhip  over 
cc  one  another,  or  would  hinder  or  limit  fuch 
“  induflrious  and  capable  perfons,  who  in  the 
fear  ot  God,  and  m  :  moderation,  do  improve 
the  creation  in  general,  or  their  own  w-orldly 
talents  in  particular,  which  God  hath  been 
pleafed  to  give  them  ;  I  fay,  if  any  fhall  thus 
“  judge  of  our  ^odly  care  and  endeavours,  let 
“  ail  fuch  know  they  are  miftaken,  and  that  no 
“  fuch  thing  is  intended.  But  as  a  people 
“  whom  the  Lord  hath  made  fenfible  of  the 
t:  many  fnares  that  do  attend,  and  the  lofs  fome 
“  have  fuflained  by  the  infatiable  defire,  and  too 
“  eager  purfuit  after  the  lawful  things  of  this 
“  world,  we  felt  a  concern  to  attend  our  minds, 
“  that,  if  peffible,  we  might  be  limited  within 
“  the  bounds  of  truth,  which  leads  to  modera- 
“  tkm  and  content  ;  and  to  depend  upon  the 
“  providential  hand  of  the  Lord,  that  will  afford 
“  us  what  we  ftand  in  need  of,  rather  than  in- 
“  dulge  an  inordinate  defire  after  accumulating 
“  a  luperfluitv  of  wealth,  or  purfuing  after  the 


“  gain  of  this  world’s  goods. 

“  And  now.  dear  friends  ar.d  brethren, 


this 

brotherly  caution  arifes  in  my  heart  to  you, 
“  who  were  eye-witneffes  and  partakers  of  "that 
“  wonderful  and  eminent,  bowing  power  and 
“  prefence  of  the  Lord  God,  that  appeared 
“  among  ft  us  at  that  meeting,  that  none  who 

“  were 


44  were  witnefies  thereof,  and  thereby  brought c  H  A  p* 
44  into  a  lively  fenfe  of  the  great  clanger  attending  X1]U 
44  that  mind,  that  would  be  going  after  covet- 
44  oufnefs,  may  give  the  lead  way  thereto,  or 
44  enter  into  reafoning  with  flelh  and  blood, 

44  by  which  you  will  lofe  the  fenfe  you  then  had 
44  of  that  fpirit,  and  be  in  danger  of  becoming 
44  monuments  of  God’s  difpleafure.  But,  on 
44  the  contrary,  keep  to  the  guidance  of  God’s 
44  fpirit  in  vourfelves,  which  will  limit  your 
44  defires  after  the  lawful  things  of  this  world 
44  within  the  bounds  of  moderation,  which  is 
44  the  earned  defire  of  one,  who  defires  the 
44  good  and  prefervation  of  all,  in  that,  which 
44  will  tend  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  bring  ever- 
44  lading  comfort  in  the  end. 

44  THOMAS  TRAFFORD.” 

POSTSCRIPT. 

44  At  the  firll,  when  the  Lord  called  and  ga-  *699. 
44  thered  us  to  be  a  people,  and  opened  the  eyes 
44  of  our  underdandings,  then  we  faw  the  ex- 
44  ceeding  finfulnefs  of  fin,  and  the  wickednefs 
44  that  was  in  the  world  <,  and  a  perfect  abhor- 
44  rence  was  fixed  in  our  hearts  againd  all  the 
44  wicked,  unjud,  vain,  ungodly,  unlawful  part 
44  ol  the  world  in  all  reipe£ts  ;  and  we  faw  the 
44  goodly  and  mod  glorious  lawful  things  of  the 
44  world  to  be  abufed  :  And  that  many  lnares 
44  and  temptations  lay  in  them,  and  many  trou- 
44  bles  and  dangers  of  divers  kinds ;  and  we  felt 
44  the  load  of  them,  and  that  we  could  not  carry 
44  them  and  run  the  race  the  Lord  had  fet  before 
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CHAP. ec  us  fo  cheerfully  as  to  win  the  prize  of  our 
m  “  falvation  ;  fo  that  our  care  was  to  call  off  this 
'^v — 1  “  great  load  and  burden  of  our  great  and  gainful 
1699.  ct  wayS  0f  getting  riches,  and  to  leffen  our  con- 
tc  cerns  therein,  to  the  compafs  that  we  might 
“  not  be  chargeable  to  any  in  our  ftations  and 
“  fervices  required  of  us,  and  be  ready  to  anfwer 
“  Chrift  Jefus  our  captain  that  called  us  to  follow 
44  him  in  a  fpiritual  warfare,  under  the  difcipline 
44  of  his  daily  crofs  and  feif-denial ;  and  then 
44  the  things  of  this  world  were  of  fmall  value 
44  with  us,  fo  that  we  might  win  Chrift,  and  the 
44  goodlieft  things  of  the  world  were  not  near  us, 
44  fo  that  we  might  be  near  the  Lord,  and  the 
44  Lord’s  truth  outbalanced  all  the  world,  even 
44  the  moll  glorious  part  of  it.  Then  great  tra- 
44  ding  was  a  burthen,  and  great  concerns  a 
44  great  trouble  ;  all  needlefs  things,  fine  houfes, 
44  rich  furniture,  and  gaudy  apparel,  was  an 
44  eye-fore ;  our  eye  being  Angle  to  the  Lord, 
<c  and  the  inlhining  of  his  light  in  our  hearts, 
tl  which  gave  us  the  fight  of  the  knowledge  of 
44  the  glory  of  God,  which  fo  affected  our  minds, 
44  that  it  flained  the  glory  of  all  earthly  things, 
6‘  and  they  bore  no  maflery  with  us,  either  in 
tc  dwelling,  eating,  drinking,  buying,  felling, 
cc  marrying,  or  giving  in  marriage ;  the  Lord 
cc  was  the  object  of  our  eye,  and  we  all  humble 
“  and  lowr  before  him,  and  felf  of  fmall  repute  ; 

miniflers  and  elders  in  all  fuch  cafes  walking 
e4as  good  examples,  that  the  flock  might  follow 
e(  their  footfteps  as  they  followed  Chrift  in  the 
46  daily  crofs  and  felf-denial  in  their  dwellingSj 
tc  callings,  eating,  drinking,  buying,  felling, 
6‘  marrying,  and  giving  in  marriage  :  And  this 
46  anfwered  the  Lord’s  witnefs  in  all  confci- 

tc  ences, 
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44  ences,  and  gave  us  great  credit  amongft  chap. 
44  men.”  xu. 

44  And  as  our  number  increafed,  it  happened 
44  that  fuch  a  fpirit  came  in  amongft  us,  as  was 
44  amongft  the  Jews  when  they  came  out  of 
44  Egypt,  and  this  began  to  look  back  into  the 
44  world,  and  traded  with  the  credit  which  was 
44  not  of  its  own  purchafing,  and  driving  to  be 
44  great  in  the  riches  and  poffeffions  of  this  world  ; 

44  and  then,  great,  fair  buildings  in  city  and 
44  country,  fine  and  fafhionable  furniture,  and 
44  apparel  equivalent,  with  dainty  and  voluptuous 
44  provifion,  with  rich  matches  in  marriage, 

44  far  wide  from  the  footfteps  of  the  rnini- 
44  fters  and  elders  the  Lord  railed  and  fent 
44  forth  into  his  work  and  fervice  at  the  begin- 
44  ning ;  and  far  ftiort  of  the  example  our  Lord 
44  and  mafter  Jefus  Chrift  left  us,  when  he  was 
44  tempted  in  the  wildernefs  with  the  offer  of  all 
44  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the  glory  of 
44  them,  and  defpifed  them :  And  Mofes,  that 
44  refufed  to  be  called  the  fon  of  Pharaoh’s 
44  daughter,  and  rather  chofe  affliction  with  the 
44  Lord’s  people,  having  a  regard  to  the  recom- 
44  pence  of  reward.  And  the  holy  apoftle  writes 
44  to  the  church  of  Chrift,  both  fathers,  young 
44  men  and  children,  and  advifes  again  ft  the 
44  love  of  the  world,  and  the  fafhions  thereof : 

“  And  it  is  working  as  the  old  leaven  at  this 
44  very  time,  to  corrupt  the  heritage  of  God, 

44  and  to  fill  it  with  briars,  thorns,  thirties  and 
44  tares,  and  the  grapes  of  the  earth,  to  make 
44  the  Lord  reject  it,  and  lay  it  wafte.  But  the 
44  Lord  of  all  our  mercies,  whofe  eye  hath  been 
44  over  us  for  good  fince  he  gathered  us  to  be 
44  a  people,  and  entered  into  covenant  with  us, 

44  according 
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chap.  “  according  to  his  ancient  promife,  is  lifting  up 
“  his  lpirit  as  a  ftandard  againft  the  invafion  of 
<c  this  enemy,  and  is  railing  up  his  living  word 
“  and  teftimony  in  the  hearts  of  many,  to  (land 
lc  in  the  gap  which  this  floating,  high,  worldly, 
<c  libertine  fpiri  hath  made,  and  that  is  gone 
ec  from  the  footfteps  of  them  that  follow  Chrift 
cc  as  at  find,-  and  know  him,  to  bound  them, 
u  and  to  keep  in  his  bounds ;  and  not  in  their 
tc  own  will  and  time  lay  hold  on  prefentations 
“  and  opportunities  that  may  offer  to  get  riches, 
“  which  many  have  had  and  refufed  for  truth’s 
“  fake,  and  the  Lord  hath  accepted  as  an  offering, 
4C  and  rewarded  to  their  great  comfort,  and  to 
ec  the  praife  of  his  great  name. 

“  WILLIAM  EDMUNDSON.” 


f7°a  T'his  year  died  James  Greenwood,  and  Ann 
his  wife,  of  Grange,  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  a 
faithful  couple,  being  of  one  fpirit  (as  well  as 
joined  together  in  the  covenant  of  marriage) 
wherein  they  were  true  help-meets  to  one  ano¬ 
ther,  being  endowed  with  many  lpiritual  gifts 
and  graces,  which  they,  as  good  ftewards,  faith¬ 
fully  improved  to  the  honour  of  the  great  Giver, 
and  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  his  people.  They 
were  of  fuch  a  juft  and  upright  converfation, 
fearing  the  Lord  and  efchewing  evil,  that  the 
truth  they  profeffed  was  honoured  by  them ; 
their  hearts  being  feafoned  by  the  heavenly  grace, 
fo  that  they  were  as  the  lavoury  fait,  among  thofe 
with  whom  they  were  converfant,  being  of  a  grave 
and  weighty  deportment,  aiming  at  the  glory  of 

-  God 
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and  the  good  of  fouls  in  their  concerns.  They  CHAP 
were  (tried  obfervers  of  the  apoftle’s  exhortation,  xn. 
not  to  forget  to  entertain  Itrangers,  their  houfe 
and  hearts  being  open  to  receive  the  travelling  U1®. 
fervants  of  the  Lord  ;  for  which  fervice  they  were 
well  qualified,  adminiftering  to  them  fpiritual 
help  and  afliltance,  as  well  as  outward  entertain¬ 
ment.  James  being  for  many  years  infirm  in 
bogly,  was  unable  to  travel  much  abroad  ;  but 
Ann  being  healthy,  both  in  body  and  mind,  was 
frequently  ferviceable  at  the  general  meetings  of 
friends,  where  (he  appeared  in  fuch  fweetnefs  and 
evennefsof  temper,  fo  favoury,  grave,  deliberate 
and  reaching  in  her  expreflions,  that  fuch  as  were 
in  the  fervice  with  her,  were  much  ftrengthened 
and  encouraged,  by  the  excellent  fruits  of  the 
divine  fpirit  that  appeared  through^  her,  both  in 
doctrine,  difeipline,  and  converfation.  Her  words 
in  her  teftimony  were  but  few  and  not  forwardly 
expreffed,  fhe  being  careful  not  to  run  before  her 
guide,  but  to  obferve  divine  conduct,  under 
which  her  example  was  a  check  to  forward  and 
rafh  appearances;  yet  fhe  was  a  nurfing  mother 
to  the  young  and  tender,  a  refrefher  of  the  wea¬ 
ry,  an  encourager  of  the  diltreffed,  and  was  en¬ 
dued  with  heavenly  wifdom,  and  a  taking  way  of 
expreffion  and  gefture  in  conference,  that  even 
diforderly  and  obftinate  perfons  were  oftentimes 
woa  upon  by  her.  They  both  died  in  the  fame 
year,  in  great  refignation  and  affurance  of  peace 
with  God. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

AMERICA. 


Account  of  John  Delaval. — Ditto  of  Thomas  Lloyd. 

_ Robert  Wardel  and  Robert  Barrow  vifit  Ame- 

rlca. — Robert  Wardel  dies  in  Jamaica.  Ac¬ 
count  of  Robert  Barrow. — His  Imprifonments  and 
Sufferings  in  England. — His  l  [fits  to  Ireland. 

His  Shipwreck  in  the  Gulf  of  Florida. — The  Suc- 
ceffion  of  grievous  Calamities  which  he  and  the 
Company  endured  among  ft  the  Indians ,  and 
on  the  way  to  Augujiine. — He  arrives  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  in  a  very  weak  State ,  and  three  Days 
after  dies  there.— Some  of  the-Partifans  of  George 
Keith  continue  to  be  troublefome. — Several  others 
of  them  return  to  the  Society. — Caleb  Wheatley  s 
Acknowledgment.— Epiflle  to  the  yearly  Meeting. 
. — Account  of  Welfh  Settlers. — Vifit  of  Thomas 
Story  and  Roger  Gill.— Epidemical  Di/lemper  in 
Philadelphia. — Roger  Gill  dies  of  it. — W  illiam 
Penn's  fecond  Voyage  to  Penfylvania. 


1693. 

Account  of 
Tohn  Dela- 
val. 


In  the  latter  end  of  1693,  died  John  Delaval, 
who,  in  the  early  fettlement  of  thefe  provinces, 
was  a  captain  of  militia  at  New  A  ork,  and  being 
convinced  there,  about  the  time  that  Thomas 
Mufgrave  and  Jonathan  Tyler  vifited  thole  parts, 
after  fome  time  he  appeared  in  the  mimflry,  and 

removed 


483 


PEOPLE  called  QJJ  AKERS. 

removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  continued  CHAP, 
his  refidence,  except  when  he  travelled  in  the  xm. 
work  of  the  miniftry.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  ' 

partly  concerned  with  George  Keith,  in  anfwer-  1^93- 
ing  Cotton  Mather,  and  in  his  latter  time 
in  controverfy  with  the  faid  George  Keith  alfo. 

His  benevolence  and  univerfal  fpirit  procured 
the  public  efteem  ;  he  maintained  an  amiable 
chara&er,  and  kept  his  integrity  to  the  day  of  his 
death. 

In  this  year  Thomas  Lloyd,  deputy  governor 
of  Penfylvania,  finifhed  his  courfe  in  this  life.  Thomas 
He  was  younger  brother  to  Charles  Lloyd,  ofL1°ya- 
Dolobran,  in  Montgomerylhire  ;  defcended  from 
a  family  of  repute  and  good  eftate,  of  the  rank 
of  gentry  in  their  native  country.  His  father, 
a  man  of  great  efteem,  gave  him  an  education 
fuitable  to  his  rank  in  life,  at  the  bed  fchools  his 
country  afforded,  and  afterwards  fent  him  to 
the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  to  complete  his  Rudies ; 
in  which  vis  proficiency  procured  him  a  degree 
of  diftinction  above  many  of  his  fellows.  His 
natural  abilities  thus  improved  by  the  acquifition 
of  ufeiul  knowledge,  recommended  him  to  the 
regard  of  many  perfons  of  fuperior  rank,  by 
whom  he  was  proffered  pods  of  preferment ; 
but  being  favoured  with  a  religious  turn  of  mind, 
he  was  enlightened  to  difcern  the  vanity  and  the 
danger  of  worldly  honours  and  dignities  ;  and 
being  about  the  fame  time  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  the  doctrines  of  the  people  called  Qua-  . 
kers,  he,  like  Mofes,  chofe  rather  to  fuffer  af- 
fli&ion  in  the  way  of  peace,  than  barter  it  for 
eminence,  preferment,  and  riches  in  this  world. 

Being  endued  with  Rrength  and  refolution  to 
take  up  the  daily  crofs  and  deny  hiinfelf,  whereby 

II  h  2  his 
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chap,  his  natural  will  and  affections  were  crucified, 
xm.  the  wifdom  that  is  from  beneath  was  made  of 
v-x'v>s■',  no  reputation  with  him,  in  comparifon  of  the 
l69k  favour  of  his  creator,  and  the  attaining  of  peace 
of  mind,  which  he  perceived  was  only  to  be 
attained  by  a  life  of  virtue  and  religious  dedica¬ 
tion  of  heart  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and  the 
doing  of  his  will,  as  far  as  he  ihould  be  favoured 
with  light  to  difcover  it.  Under  thefe  imprefli- 
ons  he  attained  fortitude  to  become  a  fool  for 
Chrift’s  fake,  and  to  endure  the  contempt  atten¬ 
dant  on  the  profefiion  he  had  adopted,  to  become 
the  object  of  the  cenfure  and  wonder  of  his  former 
acquaintances. 

Thus  leaving  the  vanities,  the  pleafure  and  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  world  behind  him,  and  following  the 
guidance  of  the  fpirit  of  truth,  he  experienced  the 
gradual  work  of  fanctification,  and  the  unfolding 
the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  where¬ 
by  he  received  qualification  to  .become  an  able 
minifter  of  the  gofpel ;  and  his  diftinguifhed 
abilities  natural  and  acquired  were  fanCtified,  and 
applied  to  the  bell  purpofe,  the  promoting  of 
religion  and  righteoufnefs,  wherever  his  influence 
extended  ;  both  in  the  land  of  his  nativity,  and 
the  American  plantations.  Before  his  removal 
to  America  he  wras  frequently  and  fucceflively 
engaged  in  controverfy  in  defiance  of  thofe  doc¬ 
trines,  which  he  received  as  truth.  In  the  year 
1664  he  was  taken  up  on  the  highway,  as  he 
was  on  a  journey,  and  for  declining  an  oath, 
was  committed  to  prifon,  where  he  was  detained 
feveral  years ;  I  apprehend,  until  the  general 
releafe  in  1672.  Through  all,  his  prevailing 
and  effectual  miniflry,  his  circumfpect  and  ex¬ 
emplary  converfation,  his  pacific  fpirit,  the 

meeknefs 
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meeknefs  and  evennefs  of  his  temper,  his  humi-  chap. 
lity,  patience,  temperance,  love  to  his  brethren,  xin* 
and  his  religious  care  in  the  church,  to  preferve 
good  order  therein,  and  the  reputation  thereof  1 
unfullied,  raifed  him  high  in  the  eflimation  of 
his  friends  and  neighbours  in  his  native  country. 

Such  was  the  man  chofen  by  William  Penn 
from  amongft  the  companions  of  his  voyage,  to 
entruft  with  the  government  of  his  province,  in 
his  abfence.  In  his  temper  not  eafily  provoked 
to  anger,  in  his  judgment  cool,  deliberate  and 
penetrating;  he  was  well  accomplifhed  for  the 
adminiftration  of  the  government  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  and  for  the  execution  of  the  beneficial 
laws  of  Penfylvania.  In  peace  and  profperity, 
feconded  by  magiftrates  like-minded,  the  affairs 
of  government  were  managed  under  his  direction, 
to  the  mutual  fatisfa&ion  of  himfelf  and  the 
people  at  large ;  till  the  diflurbances  raifed  by 
George  Keith,  for  a  feafon  interrupted  the  re¬ 
markable  harmony  fubfifting  between  the  dif¬ 
ferent  orders  of  the  Rate.  To  him  Thomas 
Lloyd  was  a  kind  and  beneficent  patron,  whilft 
he  adted  in  the  unity  of  the  body,  of  which  he 
was  a  member ;  and  he  might  here  have  been 
in  happy  and  honourable  circumftances,  under 
his  protection,  if  he  could  have  been  contented 
with  the  ftation  and  allotment  for  which  he  was 
chofcn  and  qualified,  but  afpiring  above  it,  he 
became  uneafy  to  himfelf  and  to  many  others, 
and  in  the  end,  in  a  great  meafure,  loft  his  elti- 
mation  amongft  the  difcerning  and  difpallionate 
part  of  makind.  Tor  when  he  exerted  his  endea¬ 
vours  to  promote  fchifm  in  the  church,  and  faction 
in  the  date,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  governor, 

in 
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chap,  in  regard  to  the  public  good,  to  ufe  all  his  influ- 
xiii.  ence  to  difcountenance  and  check  his  proceedings. 

' — '  For  which,  we  have  feen  he  met  with  unme- 
j694-  rited  obloquy  and  bitter  revilings  from  him 
and  his  partifans,  which  he  bore  with  chriftian 
patience,  neither  returning  their  revilings,  nor 
abuling  the  power  with  -which  he  was  inverted, 
to  avenge  hirnfelf ;  but  endeavouring  by  found 
reafoning  in  the  meeknefs  of  wifdom  to  bring 
them  to  a  better  temper,  to  return  to  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  amity  and  peace  with  their  neigh¬ 
bours  ;  and  when  his  united  labours  with  his 
brethren  failed  of  the  dertred  fuccefs,  he  joined 
his  authority  with  them  in  iffuing  a  public 
teftimony  againft  their  contentious  and  diforderly 
conduct. 

Thus  devoting  his  labour,  his  time  and  his 
talents  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and  of  the  public, 
promoting  the  good  of  civil  and  religious  fociety, 
he  fell  ill  of  a  malignant  fever,  .which  in  about  rtx  . 
days  put  a  period  to  his  life  in  about  the  54th 
year  of  his  age. 

The  violence  of  his  dirtemper  he  bore  wdth 
exemplary  patience,  the  pain  of  his  body  being 
alleviated  by  the  ferenity  of  his  mind,  the  prof- 
pe£t  of  death  being  no  terror  to  him,  as  the 
fting  thereof  was  taken  awray  ;  w'hich  appeared 
by  the  following  expreflions,  addrefled  to  fome 
of  his  friends  a  fhort  time  before  his  deceafe, 
viz.  “  Friends,  I  love  you  all,  and  I  am  going 
“  from  you  ;  I  die  in  unity  and  in  love  with 
“  faithful  friends.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight, 

“  and  have  kept  the  faith,  which  ftands  not  in 
cc  the  wifdom  of  words,  but  in  the  power  of 
God.  I  have  not  fought  for  ftrife  and  con- 

“  tention. 
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tention,  but  for  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  chap. 
Chrifl,  and  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel.  Ilay  XIH' 

“  down  my  head  in  peace,  and  I  defire  you  may 
“  all  do  fo.”  Afterwards  to  Griffith  Owen, 

1  defire  thee  to  mind  my  love  to  friends  in  Old 
England,  if  thou  live  to  go  over  to  fee  them  ; 

I  have  lived  in  unity  with  them,  and  do  defire 
the  Lord  to  keep  them  all  faithful  to  the  end 
in  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel.” 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Robert  Barrow',  1695. 
from  Weftmorland,  and  Robert  Wardel,  from^e“®ar“ 
Sunderland,  county  Durham,  both  far  advanced  Robert 
in  years,  but  men  eminently  qualified  for  fer- 
vice,  the  latter  being  more  remarkable  for  an 
extraordinary  talent  in  the  difcipline,  the  former 
for  an  excellent  gift  in  the  miniftry,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  advanced  age,  and  the  probability 
of  a  final  feparation  from  their  nearefl  connecti¬ 
ons  and  their  native  land,  under  perfuafion 
of  duty  and  the  impulfe  of  gofpel  love,  paid 
a  religious  vifit  to  their  friends  in  this  remote 
quarter  of  the  globe.  They  commenced  their 
fervice  in  the  province  of  Penfylvania  and  Jer- 
fey,  to  the  comfort  and  edification  of  thofe  they 
miniftered  unto,  and  afterwards  vifited  New 
England  and  other  parts  of  the  continent,  in 
which  fervice  they  fpent  the  remaining  part 
of  the  prefent,  and  greateft  part  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  year,  and  in  the  latter  end  thereof 
embarked  for  the  Weft -Indian  illands  ;  and 
after  paffing  through  Bermudas  and  Antigua, 
where  they  had  confiderable  fervice  among 
friends  and  other  inhabitants,  they  arrived  at 
Jamaica  in  the  fecond  month  1696,  intending  1696. 
after  their  fervice  there  was  finiffied,  to  return 
to  the  Continent  of  America.  Continuing  unit¬ 
ed 
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C  xm  P’  Cd  in-  dili&ent  Iabour  for  Ae  promotion  of  truth 
and  righteoufnefs  among  their  friends  and  others 
1696  *n.  t^at  *^andj  for  the  fpace  of  two  weeks,  the 

Climate  feemed  unfavourable  to  their  declining 
conflitutions  at  their  time  of  life,  making  a 
vifible  alteration  in  both  ;  but  more  immediately 

Warn'd  die- °n  ^obert  Wardel,  whom  it  threw  into  an  indif- 
in  Jamaica.  pofition,  which  foon  terminated  his  labours 
with  his  life.  During  his  confinement  to  his 
bed,  a  friend  coming  to  vifit  him,  and  enquiring 
of  him  how  he  found  himfelf  ?  he  anfwered, 
<c  I  have  been  lick  many  times,  but  I  never  felt 
“  myfelf  as  I  am  now,  therefore  1  know  not  how 
it  may  be  with  me,  the  will  of  the  Lord  be 
“  done,  I  am  given  up,  and  am  content  with  God’s 
will.”  At  another  time  he  faid  to  the  woman 
friend,  at  whofe  houfe  he  was,  “  the  Lord 
cc  rewrard  thee  for  thy  tender  care,  it  makes  me 
£C  think  of  my  dear  wife  ;  I  know  not  whether  I 
may  ever  fee  her  more;  but  however  the  will 
“  of  God  be  done  ;  I  am,  and  was  willing  to  be 
“  contented  with  the  will  of  God,  whether  life 
“  or  death,  before  I  came  hither  ;  and  I  blefs 
4C  God,- 1  am  not  afraid  to  die.”  And  continu¬ 
ing  to  the  end  in  a  refigned  frame  of  mind, 
gave  pertinent  exhortations  to  feveral  of  thofe 
who  came  to  vifit  him,  concerning  the  education 
of  their  children,  their  care  of  difcipline  in  the 
church,  and  that  things  might  be  kept  in  good 
order,  and  expreifed  his  defire  that  friends 
might  walk  anfwerable  to  God’s  love  to  them  ; 
and  after  four  days  ficknefs,  he  peaceably  expir¬ 
ed  on  the  22a  of  the  fecond  month,  leaving  his 
companion  and  fellow  labourer  on  the  ifland. 
And  as  this  friend  was  not  the  leaft  diflinguifhed 
among  his  brethren  for  his  fervices,  and  his 
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peculiar  fufferings,  a  more  particular  account  of  c  H  A  p- 
him  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  fome  readers.  xm. 

Robert  Barrow  was  a  native  of  Lancafhire,  but  g 
removed  and  brought  up  from  his  infancy  in  Account  of 
Weftmorland.  He  was  convinced  of  the  truth  as  p°kert  Bar- 
held  by  the  people  called  Quakers  in  the  early  Piety  pro¬ 
times  of  their  being  diftinguilhed  by  that  denomi- nioted* 
nation,  and  after  fome  time  received  a  gilt  in  the 
miniftry;  in  the  exercife  whereof  he  travelled 
much  in  England,  twice  through  Scotland, 

Ireland,  and  Wales.  His  tefdmony  and  fervice 
was,  I  underhand,  every  where  very  edifying, 
and  very  acceptable  to  his  friends,  and  reaching 
to  others. 

He  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  great 
meeknefs,  innocence,  and  patience,  which  was 
repeatedly  put  to  the  trial  by  the  fucceffive  fuffer¬ 
ings  he  endured  for  the  teftimony  of  a  good  con- 
fcience,  in  his  native  country ;  as  wrell  as  thofe 
diftrefling  hardlhips  he  endured  in  Florida,  here¬ 
after  to  be  defcribed. 

In  the  year  1 663  he  was  taken  from  a  meeting 
at  Birkhagge,  in  company  with  other  friends,  in¬ 
dicted  at  the  feffions  ;  from  which  he,  with 
John  Ayrev  and  Bryan  Lancafter,  were  commit¬ 
ted  to  prifon,  and  confined  there  upwards  of  ele¬ 
ven  months. 

In  the  year  1665  he  was  committed  to  prifon 
on  an  old  indiftment,  but  after  eight  days 
confinement,  again  difcharged,  upon  being  fined 
1 3s.  4d.  for  which  his  goods  were  afterwards  dif- 
trained. 

His  next  fuffering  was  by  difiraint  of  his  Diftrain^d 
property  for  a  demand  not  properly  his  own. 

In  the  year  1 664  Chriltopher  Bifbrown,  of  rroPcrly  hu 
Arnfide,  was  fued  for  tithes  to  an  outlawry, own' 

and 
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chap.  ancj  arretted  by  Robert  Wilkinfon,  a  bailiff, 
xni*  of  Kendal,  at  the  fait  of  James  Ducket,  lord 


1696. 


of  the  manor  of  Grayrigg  :  The  plaintiff,  inflead 
of  obeying  the  requifition  of  the  writ,  by  cau- 
fmg  him  to  be  conveyed  to  London,  to  appear 
personally  in  the  court  of  exchequer,  found 
means  to  keep  him  clofe  prifoner  in  the  bailiff’s 
home  above  Sixteen  months,  in  order  to  force  him 
to  a  compliance  with  his  demands.  But  the  old 
man,  who  was  then  feventy-feven  years  of  age, 
bore  his  confinement  with  chriflian  patience, 
and  at  length  died  in  the  bailiff’s  houfe,  tire  place 
of  his  long  confinement.  And  in  a  year  or 
two  after  the  profecutor  was  alfo  removed  by 
death. 

For  in  the  year  1688  the  two  daughters  and 
executrixes  of  the  faid  Chriflopher  Bifbrown 
were  profecuted  by  Elizabeth  Ducket,  widow 
and  executrix  of  James  Ducket  aforefaid,  in 
the  manor  court  of  Beethom,  for  the  fame  tithe 
for  which  their  father  fuffered  imprifonment 
until  death.  Mary  Bifbrown,  one  of  the  faid 
executrixes,  was  Summoned  to  appear,  and 
upon  her  non-appearance  a  verdict  of  61.  ics. 
rvas  obtained  againfl  her,  and  a  warrant  granted 
for  diflrefs  on  her  goods  ;  but  file  being  in  the 
Station  of  a  Servant,  they  could  find  no  effects 
of  hers ;  and  her  filter  was  out  of  their  juris¬ 
diction.  The  profecutrix,  vexed  at  thefe  disap¬ 
pointments,  manifested  clearly,  that  her  aim  in 
thefe  profecutions  was  not  So  much  to  obtain 
juftice,  as  to  gratify  a  tyrannical  and  vindictive 
difpofition  ;  declaring  that  fhe  would  fpend 
100I.  upon  the  representatives  of  Christopher 
Bifbrown,  rather  than  fuffer  them  to  get  off 
with  impunitv.  Therefore,  Soon  after  her  afore¬ 
faid 
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faid  difappointment,  this  our  friend  Robert  Bar-  CHAP, 
row,  who  had  married  Margaret  Bifbrown,  the 
other  executrix,  was  fummoned  into  the  court  at  ^5 
Kendal  by  the  faid  Elizabeth  Ducket,  upon  the 
aforefaid  verdift  obtained  at  Beethom,  where  he 
demurred  to  the  jurifdi&ion  of  that  court,  which 
appears  to  have  been  allowed.  Sometime  after, 
he  was  again  fummoned  to  the  faid  court  at  Ken¬ 
dal,  where  four  aclions  were  brought  againft 
him  at  the  fuit  of  the  faid  Elizabeth  Ducket  ;  and 
on  the  fecond  day  of  the  month  called  March, 

1668,  thofe  aftions  were  tried,  and  a  verdift  ob¬ 
tained  againft  him  for  4I.  for  which  the  bailiffs 
took  from  him  a  hcrfe  which  coft  him  4I.  5s.  hay 
worth  15s.  and  fundry  articles  of  houlhold  furni¬ 
ture  befide. 

In  the  fame  year  Robert  Barrow,  with  Miles  Profccoted 
Bateman,  and  John  Fell,  was  profecuted  in^fHcaT  ' 
the  ecclefiaftical  court  at  Richmond,  for  fmallLOUlt- 
tithes  and  Eafler  offerings,  at  the  fuit  of  William 
Browmfwood,  prieffc  of  Kendal,  and  was  committed 
to  prifon,  and  detained  there  nine  weeks :  After 
which  thefe  friends,  being  informed  of  fome 
illegality  in  the  proceedings  againft  them,  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  ecclefiaftical  cour  tat  York,  upon 
which  they  were  fet  at  liberty  during  the  appeal, 
and  were  likely  to  recover  cofts  againft  the  prieft  : 

But  by  the  advice  of  one  Dr.  Burwell,  the  prieft 
took  an  oath  of  the  legality  of  his  profecution, 
and  thereupon  they  were  cited  to  anfwer  upon 
oath,  otherwife  they  would  incur  a  contempt, 
which  muft  have  been  the  confequence,  only  that 
both  the  prieft  and  this  Dr.  Burwell  died  in  the 
intermediate  time,  whereby  the  fuit  wras  termi¬ 
nated  after  an  expence  of  7I.  to  our  faid  friend, 
belides  his  falfe  imprifonment,  which  was  attended 

with 
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xm  P  with  a  circumftance,  evidencing  the  unfeeling 
temper  of  his  profecutor :  When  the  bailiffs 
1696  came  t0  his  houfe  to  arreft  him,  hewasfick,  and 
had  taken  phyfic,  wherefore  he  requefled  them 
to  forbear  taking  him  from  home  until  the  next 
day.  Although  thefe  are  a  clafs  of  men  by  no 
means  remarkable  for  tendernefs,  yet,  in  this 
cafe-  they  evidenced  more  of  that  difpofition  than 
the  prieft ;  to  whom  when  they  applied  in  favour 
of  the  prifoner,  informing  him  it  might  endanger 
the  man's  health  to  take  him  away  at  that  tune  :  the 
prieft  churlijhly  anfwered ,  that  unlefs  he  would  pay , 
he  Jhould  go  immediately  to  jail.  So  they  were 
obliged  to  hurry  him  away,  to  the  apparent  dan¬ 
ger  of  his  health. 

He  was  again  imprifoned  in  1677.  The 
mayor  of  Kendal  fent  three  conftables  to  the 
meeting,  who  found  Robert  Barrow  preaching: 
At  the  next  feffions  he,  and  two  other  friends, 
who  were  at  the  meeting,  were  (after  the  cullom 
of  this  time)  indicted  for  a  riot,  fined  by  the  court, 
and  imprifoned  :  But  fome  little  time  after,  their 
fines  were  levied  by  diftrefs  of  their  goods,  and 
themfelves  fet  at  liberty. 

His  lad  imprifonment  was  in  London  in  the 
year  1685,  after  the  death  of  king  Charles,  and 
the  acceffion  of  his  brother  James  to  the 
throne,  while  the  perfecution  of  this  people, 
for  their  religious  diffent,  though  carried  on  with 
lefs  vehemence,  flill  was  continued,  he  w7as  taken 
from  Devonfbire  houfe  meeting,  and  with  feve- 
ral  others  indided  again  for  a  riot,  brought 
Ain  guilty  and  fined  2I.  13s.  4d.  and  of  courfe 
remanded  to  prifon  for  non-payment ;  but  how 
long  he  was  detained  there  I  find  no  certain 
account. 
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But  it  was  not  long  until  the  perfecution  was  chap. 
much  moderated,  and  in  fine  terminated  by  the 
king’s  declaration  of  indulgence.  Robert  Bar- 
row  had,  when  at  liberty,  travelled  into  fundry 
parts  of  Great -Britain  in  the  exercife  of  his 
minifterial  labours  in  fundry  periods  of  his  life  ; 
but  did  not  crofs  the  feas  in  that  fervice  until  his 
declining  years.  In  1691  his  fympathy  with 
his  friends  in  Ireland,  juft  relieved  from  a  feafon 
of  great  diflrefs,  drew  him  to  pay  them  a  religi¬ 
ous  vifit,  being  the  firft  friend  from  abroad  who 
vifited  that  nation  after  the  wars.  And  in  the 
next  year  1692,  he  repeated  his  vifit  to  that  na¬ 
tion,  in  company  with  Alexander  Seaton. 

In  the  year  1694  he  left  his  outward  habita-  Embarksfor 
tion  under  a  full  perfuafion  of  duty,  to  pay  a  h^old  age. 
religious  vifit  to  his  friends  on  the  American  con¬ 
tinent,  and  fome  of  the  Wefl-Indian  iflands;  for 
fo  difcouraging  was  the  profpeCt  of  this  undertak¬ 
ing  at  his  time  of  life,  that  nothing  fhort  of  a 
firm  belief  of  a  divine  impulfe  inciting  thereto 
could  have  prevailed  over  his  reluctance  to  the 
voyage ;  but  in  obedience  to  the  divine  will, 
though  in  a  crofs  to  his  own,  he  fubmitted  to 
profecute  that  way,  w'hich  only  feemed  to  open 
to  the  maintaining  that  peace  of  mind,  w'hich 
with  him  was  of  more  consideration  than  bodily 
eafe,  or  even  domeftic  Satisfaction,  without  it. 

Such  was  his  apprehenfion  of  the  attendant 
difficulties  and  dangers,  that  he  exprefl'ed  him- 
felf  to  this  effeCt  before  he  left  England,  that 
he  had  rather  have  inunediately  laid  down  his  natu¬ 
ral  life  there ,  if  by  fo  doing  he  could  have  kept 
his  peace  with  God ,  than  to  crofs  the  feas  to 
America. 
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We  left  him  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  where  he 
fpent  about  four  months  after  the  deceafe  ot  his 
companion,  and  being  clear  of  his  fervice  in  thofe 
parts  was  purpofing  to  return  to  Penfylvania ; 
and  with  that  view  he  embarked  in  company  with 
Jonathan  Dickenfon  and  his  family,  on  board  the 
Barkendne  Reformation,  JofephKirle,  mailer,  on 
the  23d  of  the  6th  month  called  Augult,  1696  ; 
they  proceeded  pretty  l'uccefsfully  on  their  voy¬ 
age  till  the  2 2d  of  next  month,  when  being  in 
the  Gulf  of  Florida,  a  great  llorm  arofe  and 
drove  them  alhore  in  the  night,  when  it  was  fo 
dark  they  could  fee  no  land,  the  feas  broke  over 
them,  and  fet  all  things  in  the  cabin  afloat ;  the 
velfel  was  foon  {flattered,  feveral  of  the  timbers 
broken  and  planks  flarted.  They  concluded  to 
keep  in  the  velfel  as  long  as  it  would  hold  toge¬ 
ther,  and  at  day  light  found  themfelves  on  fhore 
upon  a  beach  which  was  dry  when  the  furges  re¬ 
treated. 

They  feemed  to  conceive  the  joy  naturally  re- 
fulting  from  this  prefervation  from  the  raging 
waves,  but  allayed  by  fears  from  their  ignorance 
of  the  land  on  which  they  were  thrown,  they 
got  on  fhore,  and  brought  off  fome  ol  their  pro- 
vifions,  with  fpars  and  fails  to  make  a  tent.  Jo¬ 
nathan  Dickenfon  with  a  negro  {errant  went  to 
view  the  land,  which  appeared  a  dreary  wafte 
without  trees  or  herbage ;  they  chofe  the  moll 
convenient  place  they  could  find  for  their  tent, 
to  which  they  brought  the  fick  and  the  weak, 
particularly  Jonathan  Dickenfon’s  vdfe  and 
young  child,  and  Robert  Barrow,  who  befides 
the  infirmity  of  age,  had  been  for  fome  time 
under  an  infirm  ftate  of  health  ;  the  ftorm  and 
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rain  ftill  continued,  from  which  they  had  no  pro-  CHAP, 
per  fhelter,  their  clothes  alfo  were  all  very  wet  xm. 
and  cold,  but  thefe  were  fcarcely  to  be  reckoned 
hardfhips  in  comparifon  of  what  they  had  to  ex-  i69^. 

perience. 

For  in  a  fhort  time  two  of  the  natives  made 
their  appearance,  who  went  quite  naked,  except 
a  fmall  piece  of  plaited  ftraw-work  about  their 
waifts,  fattened  behind,  and  depending  dowm  a 
little  before ;  thefe  favages  looked  very  fierce, 
their  countenances  very  furious,  their  hair  was 
tied  behind  in  a  roll,  in  which  ftuck  two  bones, 
one  fhaped  like  a  broad  arrow,  the  other  like 
the  point  of  a  fpear,  and  their  weapons  wrere 
long  knives  with  which  they  were  furniihed  by 
the  Spaniards.  Thefe  two  natives  running  fu- 
rioufly,  feized  the  twro  firft  of  the  {hip’s  crewr 
they  met  with,  who  wrere  fetching  corn  from  the 
veflel ;  the  reft  of  the  crew  coming  up  feemed 
difpofed  to  fetch  their  guns  to  kill  them ;  but 
were  diifuaded  by  Jonathan  Dickenfon,  who  ob- 
ferved  to  them  their  inability  to  defend  them- 
felves  and  company  from  the  confequences  of 
fuch  an  aftion,  advifing  them  to  put  their  truft 
in  the  Lord,  wrho  was  able  to  defend  them  to 
the  uttermoft.  After  looking  upon  thefe  ftran- 
gers  awhile,  the  Indians  turned  their  backs  and 
ran  away. 

Thefe  Indians  of  Florida  appear  to  have  been  The  indi- 
of  a  much  more  favage  and  vicious  temper  than 
any  of  thofe  tribes .  bordering  upon  the  middle  fova^caiwi 
and  northern  provinces  inhabited  by  the  Englitti cnK  * 
planters,  fo  much  fo  that  thefe  latter  might  be 
efteemed  civilized  people  compared  to  them,  be¬ 
ing  of  that  barbarous  kind  in  thofe  days  term¬ 
ed  canibals  or  men-eaters.  The  fudden  retreat 
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c  H  A  P.  0f  thefe  two  filled  the  fhip-wrecked  crew  and  paf- 
XIII‘  fengers  with  gloomy  apprehenfions,.  imagining 
they  were  gone  to  alarm  the  reft  of  the  natives  in 
y  ’  thefe  parts,  which  feemeth  to  have  been  really 
the  cafe. 

ThTp  fliip-  Conferring  amongft  themfelves  about  the  beft 
pMpiTaf-  expedients  in  this  extremity,  one  of  the  compa- 
iume  the  ny  propofed  to  affume  the  denomination  of  Spa- 
Spaniards.  niards,  as  thefe  Indians  flood  in  awe  of  them  ; 
and  one  of  the  mariners,  named  Solomon  Crefon, 
fpeaking  lhe  Spanifh  language  well,  the  motion 
was  agreed  to  by  molt  of  the  company  as  the 
mod  probable  means  of  efcaping  w7ith  their 
lives. 

Soon  after  v7ord  wTas  brought  by  fome  of  their 
people  who  had  been  near  the  beach,  that  the 
Indians  were  coming  in  a  very  great  number, 
all  running  and  fhouting;  the  greateft  part  went 
to  plunder  the  veffel,  but  the  Caffakey  (their 
king  or  chief)  with  about  thirty  more,  came 
upon  the  fhip-wuecked  people  in  a  furious  man¬ 
ner,  with  a  terrible  afped,  their  large  Spanifh 
knives  in  their  hands,  and  foaming  at  the  mouth, 
cried  out  Nicaleer,  Nicaleer ,  u'hich  though  not 
underftood  at  that  time,  they  came  after  to  un¬ 
derhand  w7as  the  term  they  ufed  to  fignify 
Englijhmen ,  to  whom  they  bore  a  particular  ma¬ 
levolence,  w'h ether  from  any  mifreprefentations 
of  the  Spaniards,  or  becaufe  the  Englifh  having 
no  powrer  here  to  call  them  to  account,  they 
might  think  themfelves  at  liberty  to  give  full 
fcope  to  their  natural  propenlity  to  cruelty  ;  or 
whether  it  might  proceed  from  any  injury  they 
conceived  themfelves  to  have  received  from  any 
individuals  of  this  nation,  it  is  not  poffible  to 
determine  ;  however  it  be,  it  wTould  be  well  for 
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thofe  who  may  not  be  in  their  power,  to  offer  chap. 
them  no  injury  or  offence,  left  their  country-  xm. 
men  fuffer  for  their  mifcondudi.  ' 

When  thefe  perfons  endeavoured  according  to 
their  agreement  to  pafs  themfelves  upon  them  for  fn  danger  of 
Spaniards,  they  repeated  their  cry,  “  no  Efpania,  ^"dtythe 
“  Nickaleer,  Nickaleer,”  and  furrounding  them,  Savage* ; 
placed  themfelves  each  behind  one,  and  fome 
taking  hold  of  them  by  the  head,  with  their 
knees  fet  againft  their  (houlders,  witlf  their  arms 
extended  and  their  knives  in  their  hands,  in  this 
pofture  they  feemed  to  wait  for  the  Caffekey  to 
begin  the  butchery.  But  the  hearts  of  all  men 
are  in  the  hands  of  a  fuperior  power,  and  he 
can  turn  them  as  he  pleafes. 

The  friends  fitting  quite  ftill,  and  apparently 
unmoved,  refigned  to  the  divine  will,  and  plac¬ 
ing  their  confidence  in  divine  providence,  quietly 
w'aited  the  event  ;  when  all  on  a  fudden  the  In¬ 
dians,  who  had  been  very  clamorous  in  their  un¬ 
intelligible  jargon,  and  dreadfully  fierce  in  their  but  are  pro- 
Countenances,  were  ftruck  dumb,  their  coun- 
tenances  fell,  and  they  looked  like  men  amazed 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  Then  they  withdrew 
their  hands,  and  left  them,  to  rife  their  trunks 
and  chefts,  which  they  had  Drought  on .  fliore, 
and  divided  the  fpoil,  the  Caffekey  referving  the 
money  to  himfelf.  They  ftripped  molt  of 
them  of  their  clothes,  leaving  them  as  naked 
as  themfelves,  (except  Jonathan  Dicken- 
fon’s  wife  and  child,  Robert  Barrow  and  Jo- 
feph  Kirle).  Being  now  in  the  hands  of  thefe  In¬ 
dians,  it  pleafed  divine  providence  to  affedl  the 
Caffekey’s  heart  with  tendernefs,  who  thence¬ 
forward  became  their  prote&or  againft  the  fur¬ 
ther  rapine  or  abufe  of  his  people. 

VOL.  III.  I  i 
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CHAP.  But  the  next  day  the  Caffekey  came  into  the 
xm.  tent,  which  by  his  direction  by  a  fignal,  the 
v— {hip’s  company  had  erected  to  fhelter  themfelves 
1696.  from  tpe  ftorm  and  rain,  and  fitting  down  a- 
foVsim/-' mongft  them,  repeated  the  queftion  Nicka/eer , 
pity.  Nick  alee  r  ?  and  addreffed  himfelf  directly  to  Ro¬ 

bert  Barrow :  Now  although  the  reft  for  the 
fafety  of  their  lives  had  affumed  the  name  of 
Spaniards,  fome  on  that  account  making  a  wrong 
affertion,  others  evading  a  direct  anfwer,  yet 
this  honeft  man,  who  had  learned  of  the  God  of 
truth,  to  fpeak  the  truth  from  his  heart  on  all 
occafions,  even  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  durft 
do  neither  the  one  or  the  other,  but  in  fimpli- 
city  anfwered  yes  * ;  whereupon  the  Cadekey 
alked  him,  if  another  perfon,  to  whom  he  point¬ 
ed  was  Nickaleer  ?  to  which  he  returned  the  fame 
anfwer.  I  hen  he  faid  toius  (all)  Nickaleer ,  and 
went  out,  but  returned  in  a  fhort  time  with  fome 
of  his  men  with  him,  and  then-  they  ftripped  Ro¬ 
bert  Barrow  and  the  reft,  who  had  hitherto  oeen 
{pared  of  their  clothes,  and  left  them-  likewife 
almoft  naked  ;  yet  God  differed  not  thefe  fava- 
ges  to  take  their  lives. 

*  As  neither  party  underflood  the  language  of  the  or  ’er, 
a  difficulty  may  prefer, t  itfelf  to  the  reader  ,  how  this  Caffekey 
could  know  that  yes  was  an  affirmative  aofwer.  It  hath  been 
obferved  that  one  of  the  company  could  fpeak  Spanifn,  whom, 
when  prefer  t,  they  employed  as  their  fpokefman,  and,  in  his 
abferxe,  had  anfwered  I  fpaniaor  Penfyl vania  :  This  Caffekey 
had  got  a  fmattering  of  Spanilh  from  his  intercourfe  with  the 
Spaniards,  and  fading  by  Robert  Barrow’s  anfwer  that  it  was 
neither  in  the  Spanifh  language  no-  the  expreffion  the  others 
had  made  ufe  of,  being  all  along  fufpicious  they  were  Englifh- 
men,  or  Nickaleer,  this  new  anfwer-. might  confirm  his  ftrf- 
picions,  and  make  him  lake  it  for  granted  that  thu  anfwer  was 
an  owning  of  it. 
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The  Indians  having  colle&ed  their  plunder,  CHAP, 
provided  a  guard  armed  with  bows  and  arrows  xni. 
to  conduft  their  prifoners  to  their  town,  who  ' — 
were  each  of  them,  if  any  ways  able,  obliged  to 
carry  a  burthen,  provided  for  theifi  out  of  the  urhmen2" 
plunder.  Thus  loaded,  and  threatened  to  be  carried  to 
fhot  if  any  of  them  offered  to  lay  down  their  town! 
burthen,  they  were  marched  about  five  miles 
barefooted  through  deep  fand,  and  the  fun  ex¬ 
tremely  hot ;  when  they  reached  an  inlet  of  the 
fea,  on  the  other  fide  whereof  their  town  flood, 
compofed  of  a  few  wigwams,  conftrufted  of  fmall 
poles  (tuck  in  the  ground,  bent  one  to  another 
to  form  an  arch,  and  covered  with  a  thatch  of 
palmetto  leaves ;  to  this  town  they  were  taken 
over  the  inlet  in  canoes. 

Here  they  had  an  opportunity  of  obferviiig 
their  manner  of  worfhip,  which  was  performed  wuuhip. 
by  night,  and  which  is  thus  defcribed :  The 
moon  being  up,  an  Indian  who  performs  their 
ceremonies,  looking  fteadfaflly  at  the  moon, 
made  a  hideous  noife,  and  acted  like  a  mad¬ 
man  for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  all  the  In¬ 
dians  being  filent  till  he  had  done  ;  after  which 
they  made  a  great  noife,  fome  like  the  barking 
of  a  dog,  and  other  ftrange  founds;  after  this, 
one  got  a  log,  and  fet  himfelf  down,  holding  the 
flick  of  log  upright  refting  on  the  ground,  fe- 
veral  others  gathered  about  him,  making  a  hi¬ 
deous  noife,  and  finging  after  their  falhion  ;  at 
length  their  women  joined  the  chorus,  and  add¬ 
ed  greatly  to  the  vociferation,  which  continued 
till  midnight. 

The  next  day  the  26th  of  the  month,  they  R- Barrow** 
had  amongfl  themfelves  worlhip  of  a  very  dif-  topaticnc^ 
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ferent  kind.  Robert  Barrow  under  a  deep  ex- 
ercife  of  mind,  in  confideration  of  their  pre- 
fent  diftreffing  trials,  toward  the  evening  of  the 
day,  felt  a  concern  to  addrefs  an  exhortation  to 
his  fellow  fufferers  to  patience  under  their  pre- 
fent  affli&ions,  preaching  from  the  text  of  fcrip- 
ture,  Rev.  iii.  io«  Becaufe  thou  haji  kept  the 
’word  of  tny  patience ,  therefore  I  ’will  keep  thee . 
After  which  he  ended  with  a  molt  fervent  prayer, 
defiring  of  the  Lord,  that  whereas  he  had  fuf- 
fered  them  to  be  cajl  amongft  a  barbarous  and  hca- 
thenifh  people ,  that  if  it  was  his  bleffed  will  he 
would  preferve  and  deliver  them  from  among Ji 
them ,  that  their  names  might  not  be  buried  in 
oblivion ,  and  that  he  might  lay  his  body .  amongjl 
his  faithful  friends.  At  the  clofe  of  his  prayer 
he  feemed  to  have  an  affurance  that  his  petition 
would  be  granted. 

They  fpent  five  days  amongft  this  favage  peo¬ 
ple,  and  then,  being  ftripped  of  all  they  had,  were 
permitted  to  depart,  and  obtained  from  the  In¬ 
dians  at  their  departure  fome  things  they  feem¬ 
ed  to  fet  no  value  upon,  being  articles  of  pro- 
vifion  thefe  favages  knew  not  the  ufe  of,  but 
which  might  be  of  fervice  to  them  in  their 
journey.  They  had  hitherto  eaten  very  little,  if 
any  thing,  from  the  time  of  their  fhipwreck  ; 
at  fir  ft  their  affliction  and  terror  took  away  their 
appetite,  that  they  had  little  inclination .  to  eat ; 
then  the  Indians’  food  here  was  moftly  diftaftefui 
to  them,  and  wrhen  they  were  provided  with  fifin 
pretty  plentifully,  fome  of  them  hungry  as  they 
were,  having  conceived  a  dreadful  notion  of 
them  as  canibals  or  men  eaters,  durft  eat  but 
Sparingly,  as  imagining  they  only  fed  them  to 
feed  themfelves  upon  them. 

They 
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They  divided  their  company,  the  ableft  taking  chap. 
their  journey  by  land,  and  the  Tick  and  weak  by  xiii. 
water,  in  their  own  boat,  which  they  had  ob-  V"v  J 
tained  of  the  Caffekey,  and  directed  their  courfe  l6si6' 
to  a  place  called  Lucia,  on  their  way  to 
Augudine  ;  but  particularly  to  defcribe  all  the 
hardlhips,  diftrefles  and  dangers  they  pafled 
through  in  a  wildernefs  journey,  or  voyagfng 
little  lefs  trying  and  dangerous  for  the  fpace  of 
fix  or  feven  weeks,  till  they  reached  that  town, 
would  be  too  tedious  a  recital  :  A  fummary  re¬ 
lation  thereof  may  fuffice  in  this  place. 

When  they  came  to  the  place  of  their  firft  Expe&ing 
dedination,  where  they  expected  greater  fafety,  a 
and  more  friendly  treatment  amongft  Indians  Faf^ydicy 
nearer  to  the  body  of  the  Spanilh  fettlements,  “ein^p* 
they  found  themfelves  greatly  difappointed,  meet¬ 
ing  here  with  inhabitants  not  a  whit  more  civi¬ 
lized  than  thofe  they  had  left  behind,  equally 
favage,  equally  fufpicious  of  their  being  Englifh- 
men,  and  equally  ill- difpofed  towards  them  as 
fuch  ;  yet  they  were  here  alio  providentially  pre- 
ferved  from  perfonal  injury,  any  farther  than 
dripping  them  of  thofe  poor  rags  which  the 
others  had  left  them,  for  thefe  dripped  and  left 
them  quite  naked.  Here  the  Caltckey’s  wife 
was  made  an  indrument  for  their  prefervation, 
die  and  fome  others  polfeding  fome  tendernefs, 
though  amongd  fuch  an  inhuman  crew. 

They  were  daily  converfant  in  perils  by  fea  Various  pc- 
and  perils  by  land  j  once  an  arrow  ILot  at  thctn,li4 
narrowiy  miffed  them;  another  time,  when  fome 
•were  going  to  Ihoot,  certain  of  their  own  com¬ 
pany  caught  hold  of  their  bows  and  arms  to 
prevent  them  ;  fome  did  Ihoot,  and  their  arrows 
prided  oftener  than  once  ;  one  time  as  they  were 
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chap,  rowing  along  fhore  in  their  boat,  the  fea  fvvelb 
xiii.  ed  to  that  degree  that  it  was  dangerous  con- 
tinuing  there  all  night,  and  as  dangerous  to  en- 
?  9  •  deavour  to  gain  the  fhore,  vet  that  divine  provi¬ 
dence  in  which  they  trufted  made  way  for  them 
here,  and  conducted  them  fafe  to  fhore,  it  ap¬ 
pearing  as  if  a  lane  were  made  through  the 
brewers,  fo  that  they  landed  fafely.  Another 
time,  by  reaion  of  a  great  flood,  they  w’ere  oblig¬ 
ed  to  remove  their  lodgings  feveral  times,  and 
for  divers  days  were  in  continual  apprehenfion 
of  being  drowned  ;  at  length  they  were  pre- 
ferved  on  an  oyfter-hill. 

Their  food  Their  food  amongfl  thefe  latter  Indians  as  well 

loathfome.  ,1  r  Si  r  i 

as  the  former  was  both  very  icanty,  and  very 
loathfome,  even  gills  and  guts  of  fifh  picked  ctf 
a  dunghill ;  fometimes  the  naufeous  fcraps  the 
Indians  threw  away,  and  the  water  they  boiled 
their  fifh  in  however  filthily  handled :  At  firft 
we  have  feen  their  forrows  and  alarms  deprived 
them  of  appetite,  then  the  Indian  food  was  dif- 
tafleful,  but  at  length  extreme  hunger  prevailed 
over  all  difgufl,  they  could  eat  the  palmetto 
berries  with  an  appetite,  which  at  firft  had  a 
moft  difagreeable  tafte,  and  were  like  to  take 
away  their  breath. 


Their  lodg¬ 
ing  very 
uncomfor¬ 
table. 


Their  lodging  wras  equally  uncomfortable  :  it 
is  eafily  imagined  how  great  a  hardfhip  it  muft 
be  to  people  well  educated,  and  inured  to  com¬ 
fortable  accommodations,  to  lie  on  a  fioor  fwarm- 
ing  with  vermin  of  many  forts,  and  in  the  midft 
of  ail  the  filth  that  bred  thefe  vermin ;  more 
feverely  trying  ftill  was  this  lodging  on  the  cold 
ground  afterwards,  unclothed  and  unfneltered, 
expofed  to  the  chilling  blafts  of  the  rigid  North- 
weft  wind. 
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For  before  they  reached  Auguftine,  this  wind  CHAP, 
introducing  the  fevereft  cold  and  froft  in  this  xm. 
continent  fet  in;  they  were  then  in  an  uninha-  ' 
bited  country,  where  they  were  obliged  to  take. 

‘up  their  lodging  on  the  ground  in  the  open  air,  JurTgreat 
they  provided  the  bell  fnelter  they  could  againft  h,ar<i(biPby 

y  1  t  t  #  y  o  the  extre* 

the  freezing  wind,  and  having  wood  here  made  mity  of  cold 
a  large  fire,  but  when  they  lay  down  could  not and  froft- 
reft,  for  when  on  one  fide  they  were  even 
fcorched  by  the  fire,  the  other  fide  was  ready 
to  freeze,  infomuch  that  they  were  obliged  to 
ftand  or  keep  running  moft  of  the  night ;  the 
next  day  proved  the  accumulation  of  their  for- 
rows,  faint  and  weary  for  want  of  reft  and  want 
of  food,  they  walked  in  pain  through  weaknefs 
and  fatigue,  if  they  flood  dill  they,  were  benumb¬ 
ed  with  the  froft  and  loft  themfelves,  and  if  this 
were  the  cafe  with  any  of  them,  the  reft  were 
too  weak  to  affift  them  ;  they  were  obliged  to 
leave  them  to  perifh,  or  perifh  with  theri>;  three 
or  four  of  their  negroes  actually  perifhed,  and 
were  feen  by  them  no  more,  and  one  of  the  paf- 
fengers  fainting  they  were  forced  to  leave  be¬ 
hind  half  dead,  and  I  find  not  that  he  came  to 
them  again.  Upon  this  cataftrophe  I  find  the 
following  remark,  *  “  God  can  both  adminifter 
“  ftrength  in  the  midft  of  weaknefs,  and  alfo 
“  take  away  ftrength  and  caufe  weaknefs  to 
“  fuccecd  whenever  he  pleafes.  Here  was  an 
“  old  man  f,  a  {'  woman  with  a  fucking  child, 

“  and  a  woman  with  child,  perfons  very  un- 
“  likely  to  encounter  fuch  hardlhips,  all  perfe- 
“  vered  through,  and  yet  divers  negroes  inured 


*  Preface  to  J.  Dickenfon’s  narrative. 

■f-  Robert  Barrow.  ^  Jonathan  Dickenion’s  wife. 
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chap.  <c  to  more  hardfttips  perilhed.”  The  next  day 
XI11,  they  reached  a  Spanilh  fettlement,  and  in  two 
days  more  they  arrived  at  Auguftine ;  on  the 

They  arrive 1 5th  of .  9th  month  November,  after  a  very  dif- 
£t  Auguf-  trefting  journey  from  the  28th  of  7th  month 
tine’  September,  the  day  they  left  the  firft  Indian 

town,  wherein  they  experienced  calamities  the 
moft  diltreffing  to  human  nature,  literally  thofe 
the  apoftle  recounts  as  fuch,  “  In  perils  of  wa- 
“  ters,  in  perils  of  robbers,  in  perils  by  the 
heathen,  in  perils  in  the  wildernefs,  in  perils 
“  in  the.  fea  ;  in  wearinefs  and  painfulnefs,  in 
t{  watchings  often,  in  hunger  and  third:,  in  faft- 
“  ing  often,  in  cold  and  nakednefs.”  2  Cor.  xi. 
26,  27. 

where  they  At  Auguftine  they  were  entertained,  clothed 
kindiyen-  anc^  ^  Sreat  humanity  by  the  governor, 

temined  by  who  having  providentially  heard  of  their  capti- 
norfTd'  vily  an}ong  the  Indians,  fent  out  a  body  of  Spa- 
fentfor-  niards  into  the  Indian  fettlements  to  find  them 
Sirc-°ut  and  conduct  them  thither;  and  when  they 
were  fufiiciently  refrefhed  to  undertake  the  jour¬ 
ney,  provided  them  with  neceffary  accommo¬ 
dations  and  proper  guides  to  conduct  them 
fafely  to  Carolina.  The  governor  of  Carolina, 
with  equal  generofity  and  humanity  completed 
that  relief  the  other  had  begun,  fupporting  them 
liberally,  and  providing  them  with  better  cloth- 
wh“Ce  in§  than  Auguftine  afforded  :  here  they  ftayed 
they  arrive  a  month  wanting  tour  days,  when  Robert  Bar- 
phiahiladtl‘ row’  Jonathan  Dickenfon,  his  wife  and  child, 
embarked  for  Penfyl vania,  and  in  fourteen  days 
arrived  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  iff  day  of  the  2 ft 
month  O.  S.  called  April,  1697,  about  fix  months 
and  feven  days  from  the  time  of  their  fnip- 
wrecko 
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Robert  Barrow  from  the  decay  of  nature  and  chap. 
the  unwholefomenefs  of  the  food  he  had  fubfift-  xm, 
ed  on  among  the  Indians,  had  contracted  a  vio- ' — * — 1 
lent  flux,  added  to  his  preceding  ficknefs,  which  R  ^97-^ 
had  held  him  ever  fmce  he  left  Augultine,  and  reduced  to 
was  aggravated  by  the  cold  weather,  fo  that  wea^ 
when  he  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  he  was  reduced 
to  fuch  extremity  of  weaknefs  as  to  be  incapable 
of  moving  or  helping  himfelf. 

It  was  about  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  when 
the  veffel  he  was  in  arrived,  and  divers  friends 
went  on  board  to  help  him  on  fhore,  but  found 
him  too  weak  to  remove  that  night ;  he  was  re¬ 
joiced  to  fee  them,  and  exprelfed  his  great  fatif- 
faction  that  the  Lord  had  granted  his  requelt 
that  he  might  lay  down  his  bones  in  that  place; 
that  his  heart  was  Itrong,  and  he  hoped  to  fee 
friends  again  at  the  meeting.  He  gratefully  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  him,  the 
confolation  of  wThofe  prefence  had  attended  him 
in  all  his  exercifes. 

The  next  morning  feveral  friends  went  aboard 
to  allift  in  bringing  the  veffel  up  to  a  wharf,  in 
order  to  get  him  on  fhore,  which  they  effected, 
and  w’rapping  him  up  in  a  blanket  conveyed 
him  in  a  hammock  to  the  houfe  of  Samuel  Car¬ 
penter,  where  being  drifted,  he  dept  a  conlider- 
able  time :  the  fame  day  fome  friends  came  to 
vifit  him,  at  the  f  ght  of  whom  he  feemed  greatly 
•  rejoiced.  The  friends  exprelfed  their  gladnels  to 
fee  him,  but  faid  they  were  lorry  to  fee  him  fo 
weak  ;  to  which  he  replied,  “  although  my  body 
“  be  weak,  my  mind  is  found  and  my  memory 
“  good.  The  Lord  hath  been  very  good  to  me 
“  all  along  to  this  very  day,  and  this  very  morn- 
“  ing  hath  fweetlv  reffefhed  me.”  And  further 

added, 
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chap,  added,  “  the  Lord  hath  answered  my  defire,  for 
xiii.  “  I  defire  content,  and  that  I  might  come  to 
*  J  44  this  place  to  lay  my  bones  amongft  you.” 
.97-  And  afterwards,  “  it  is  a  good  thing  to  have 
expreffiofs.  “  a  confcience  void  of  offence,  both  towards 
£C  God,  and  towards  men.” 

On  the  4th  day  of  the  2d  month,  about  the 
5th  hour  in  the  morning,  he  defired  a  friend  to 
write  for  him  to  his  dear  wife,  to  remember  his 
dear  love  to  her,  and  let  her  know  of  his  travels 
and  his  arrival  at  Philadelphia  ;  that  the  Lord 
was  with  him,  that  his  outward  affairs  was  fet¬ 
tled,  and  that  fhe  had  wherewithal  to  live  on. 
Several  friends  coming  to  vifit  him  this  day,  he 
faid,  “  that  the  Lord  was  with  him,  and  all 
C£  things  were  well,  and  that  he  had  nothing  to 
His  death.  «  bo  but  die.”  And  the  fame  cay  departed  this 
life,  being  the  3d  day  after  his  arrival,  and  on 
the  6th  day  of  the  fame  month  was  decently 
interred  in  friends  burying  ground  in  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

The  pa--  Although  George  Keith  had  left  America,  and 
Keith  con-’  was  now  bufying  himfelf  in  vain  endeavours  to 
tinue  very  fcatter  the  feeds  of  difeord  amongft  his  former 
fome^  friends  in  England,  yet  in  America,  where  he 
had  been  more  fuccefsful  in  earning  an  open  re- 
1696.  paration,  the  feeds  of  diffention  and  enmity  he 
had  fown  amongft  his  partifans  had  grown  to 
ftrength,  and  many  of  them  having  thoroughly 
imbibed  the  bitternefs  of  his  fpirit,  continued  to 
be  very  troublefome  to  their  quondam  friends. 
At  the  yearly  meeting  at  Burlington  this  year, 
George  Hutchinfon,  with  fome  others  of  the 
party,  attempted  to  difturb  the  meeting  of  wor¬ 
ship,  coming  in  under  a  very  Ill-timed  pretence 
of  demanding  iuftice  againft  the  minifters  and 

ftrange;  s. 
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ftrangers,  againfl:  whom  he  alleged  he  had  di- 1 
vers  things  to  object,  both  in  refpeft  to  do&rine 
and  practice ;  but  it  being  evident  by  his  man¬ 
ner  of  exprefiion,  that  he  was  actuated  by  a  fpi- 
rit  of  envy  and  malignity,  and  that  his  inten¬ 
tion  was  only  to  diforder  the  meeting  by  cavil¬ 
ling  and  contention,  friends  took  no  notice  of 
him,  but  continued  their  meeting  unmoved  by 
his  railing  accuiations,  and  as  they  felt  their 
minds  properly  influenced,  bore  their  teffimo- 
nies  to  the  truth,  and  continued  them  over  all 
his  oppofition  :  Nothing  perhaps  aggravates  paf- 
fion  more  than  the  obfervation  that  it  makes  no 
impreflion ;  exafperated  at  the  negleft  of  his 
calumnies  he  continued  his  railing  even  while 
fome  of  the  friends  were  preaching;  and  -when 
he  found  he  could  not  attain  his  end  to  put  the 
meeting  in  diforder  or  confufe  the  preachers,  lie 
departed  in  wrath,  with  a  menace  that  he  would 
publifli  or  expofe  them  to  the  wrorld.  A  menace 
which  could  make  little  impreflion  on  them,  as 
they  had  already  experienced  what  his  Itrenuous 
efforts  in  this  line  of  conduct  could  effect,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  preceding  evening,  when  the  town 
being  full  of  people,  he  had  gathered  a  tumul¬ 
tuous  company  in  the  ffreets,  whom  he  enter¬ 
tained  with  an  harangue,  conceived  in  thofe  in¬ 
vective  and  injurious  terms,  which  were  now  be¬ 
come  too  cuffomary  with  him  and  his  party  in 
venting  their  caufelefs  enmity  againfl  that  body 
of  people  oi  which  they  had  profeffed  themfeives 
members,  and  who  having  adminiftered  no  ju  t 
ocean  on  for  their  reproaches,  they  rebounded 
in  the  eftimation  of  the  impartial  upon  the.n- 
lelves. 


Hutchinfon 
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chap.  Hutchinfon  had  no  fooner  withdrawn  than  a 
xiii.  frefh  difturbance  was  attempted  by  a  number  of 
Germans  with  one  Henry  Bernard  Caltor  at  their 
1696.  head,  who  was  one  of  thofe  called  Pietifts,  whom 
fon'sdif-  with  his  brethren,  friends  in  London  were  re- 
turbance  ported  to  have  affifted  on  their  way  to  Penfyl- 
byCthateof  vania,  for  which  they  feem  to  have  made  very, 
fome  Ger-  ungrateful  returns  \  for  divers  of  them  gave 
^ans‘  friends  there  much  trouble  in  matters  wherein 
no  reafonable  plea  of  confcience  or  duty  could 
be  advanced,  and  in  a  manner  inconfiftent  with 
the  fpirit  of  chriftianity,  appearing  very  fierce 
and  violent,  efpecially  at  this  meeting  :  for  with 
turbulent  vociferation  they  produced  feveral 
books  of  Edward  Burrough’s,  William  Penn’s 
and  other  friends,  clamouring  againfl  them  that 
they  denied  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt,  and  that  they 
were  there  ready  to  prove  it  out  of  thefe  books. 
It  was  certainly  a  great  hardfhip,  impofed  by  thefe 
unruly  fpirits,  upon  a  people  religioufly  affem- 
bled  for  mutual  edification,  to  have  their  fo- 
lemnities  thus  interrupted  and  difturbed,  and  en¬ 
deavours  ufed  to  convert  them  into  fcenes  of 
confufion  and  altercation ;  but  friends  feeling 
their  minds  Hayed  under  an  awful  inward  fenfe 
of  the  great  duty  of  worlhip  which  they  were 
engaged  in,  they  were  preferved  fo  fteadfaft  and- 
immoveable,  as  not  to  gratify  their  lull  to  con¬ 
tention  by  an  oppofition  atthat  time  unfeafonable, 
but  fuch  as  felt  their  minds  influenced  to  fpeak  in 
public  were  llrengrhened  to  continue  their  tef- 
timonies  over  all  their  clamour,  diforder  and 
railing  of  their  voices,  and  fpeaking,  two,  three 
and  fometimes  more  at  a  time,  fo  that  at  length 
they  gave  out  and  left  the  meeting. 


But 
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But  although  many  of  thofe  who  had  with¬ 
drawn  themfelves  with  George  Keith  retained  their 
inveterate  enmity  againfl  friends,  yet  many 
others  perceiving  the  caufeleffnefs  of  their  fepa- 
ration,  and  feeling  want  of  peace  in  themfelves 
therein,  had  returned  back  to  the  fociety,  and 
acknowledged  their  errors  to  the  monthly  meet¬ 
ings  to  which  they  had  belonged,  by  a  waiting 
under  their  hands,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
fpecimen: 

44  Long  before  George  Keith  fet  up  his  fepa- 
4  rate  meeting,  my  mind  w'as  at  times  gone  out 
4  of  the  pure  fear  of  God,  into  my  own  reafon, 
*  and  conceivings,  and  in  that  1  took  in  hand 
‘  to  judge  of  friends’  teftimonies,  and  therein 
c  fpeak  evil  of  that  which  through  God’s  good- 
4  nefs  1  now  fee  I  underftood  not,  and  parti- 
‘  cularly  againft  John  Willsford,  who  often 
4  gave  us  warning  of  v'hat  is  now  come  to 
‘  pafs,  telling  us,  in  the  power  and  demonftra- 
4  tion  of  God’s  pure  fpirit,  that  if  we  went  from 
‘  the  guidance  of  God’s  fpirit  in  our  own  ima- 
4  ginations,  and  hunting  to  ftudy  God’s  fecrets, 
c  it  would  gender  to  ftrife  and  contention,  and 
4  we  fhould  be  like  heads  and  hands  pufhing 
‘  and  ruffling  one  at  another,  which  is  too  ap- 
‘  parent  at  this  day;  and  notw'ithftanding  George 
4  Keith  went  beyond  all  bounds  of  moderation 
4  in  reflecting  upon  friends,  perverting  their 
4  words,  and  mangling  their  teftimonies,  and 
4  unto  fuch  great  heats  and  pafiions,  the  fond, 

4  foolifh  affection  I  had  to  him  blinded  mv 
4  eyes,  or  at  leaft  made  me  willing  to  overlook 
4  them,  and  not  only  fo,  but  the  guidance  of 
4  God’s  fpirit  in  my  own  heart,  w'hich  would 

have 
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CHAP  . «  have  kept  me  out  of  thofe  evils  if  I  had  well 
xm.  a  minded  it,  and  often  followed  me,  and  re¬ 
proved  me,  and  broke  my  reft,  while  I  join¬ 
ed  with  the  feparate  party.  I  am  not  able  to 
u  exprefs  in  words  the  forrow  and  trouble  I  had 
night  and  day,  whilft  I  frequented  their  meet¬ 
ings  and  heard  them  fpeak  evil  of  friends,  for 
£‘  that  was  moft  of  their  practice  when  their 
“  meetings  were  over,  as  well  as  at  many  other 
“  times.  But  now  I  praife  the  Lord  for  his 
cc  mercies,  who  hath  let  me  fee  the  out-goings 
“  of  my  own  mind,  and  the  evil  of  their  ways, 
(t  and  hath  in  meafure  given  me  ftrength  to 
“  come  out  from  among  them  ;  and  to  bear 
“  my  teftimony  againft  that  fpirit,  both  in  my- 
tc  felf  and  others,  which  leadeth  into  fuch  evil, 
as  is  too  frequent  among  them ;  and  I  am 
very  ferry  and  fore  grieved  that  1  lhould  be 
fo  foolifh  as  to  join  with  them  againft  friends, 
in  fetting  my  hand  to  their  pretended  yearly 
“  meeting  paper.  I  was  troubled  for  it  often 
“  before  1  left  them.  They  often  defired  me  to 
“  give  them  a  reafon  why  I  left  them.  I  might 
give  them  many,  but  in  fhort  I  had  no  true 
peace  with  them.  I  often  tried  for  life.  I 
I  could  not  feel  it  among  them,  but  inftead 
thereof  forrow  and  anguilh  of  foul,  and  if  I 
had  kept  to  the  pure  guidance  of  God’s  pure 
fpirit,  and  the  light  of  Chrift  in  my  Own 
heart,  which  fome  of  them  in  mv  hearing 
have  undervalued,  faying  they  thought  I  had 
known  better  things,  when  I  faid  I  ought  to 
believe  in  the  light  within,  which  reproveth 
for  fin.  I  fay,  if  I  had  kept  to  this,  I  had  ne¬ 
ver  joined  with  them  in  the  beforementioned 

thingsy 
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44  things,  which  I  am  fatisfied  by  my  own  ex-  CHAP. 
44  perience  Chrift  never  led  them  into.  To  con-  xm* 

44  elude,  my  defire  to  the  Lord  is  that  he  will v  V~^J 

44  keep  me  clofe  to  the  guidance  of  his  pure  l697* 

45  fpirit,  out  of  the  reftlefs  fpirit  which  I  have 
44  fometimes  been  in,  and  I  hope  he  will,  if  I 
44  diligently  wait  upon  him ;  but  if  for  want  of 
44  watchfulnefs  the  enemy  Ihould  prevail,  as  I 
44  hope  he  never  will,  I  have  full  fatisfa&ion  in 
44  what  I  have  here  written,  and  in  joining 
44  with  my  real  friends  again,  amongft  whom 
44  I  feel  life,  and  more  quiet  and  fteadinefs  of 
44  mind  than  1  have  done  for  a  long  time  be- 
44  fore.  Praife  to  the  Lord  for  evermore. 

44  Amen. 

44  CALEB  WHEATLEY. 

44  Written  the  31ft  of  the  nth  month,  1692.” 

3  Thofe  of  the  Separatifls  who  did  not  return 
to  their  brethren  were  now  under  various  H ac¬ 
tuations,  fome  turned  to  the  episcopalians,  fome 
to  the  baptilts,  and  others  to  nothing  •,  but  many 
of  them  though  fhattered  among  themfelves  con¬ 
tinued  violent  againfl  friends,  and  as  irrecon¬ 
cilable  as  ever ;  it  was  however  plainly  enough 
to  be  feen  that  the  whole  was  breaking  and 
coming  to  nothing  faft  ;  the  yearly  meeting  epil- 
tle  of  this  year  from  hence  to  friends  in  Lon¬ 
don,  gives  fome  account  of  the  prefent  Hate  of 
things,  as  well  among  them  as  other  wife  in 
thefe  provinces  ;  fome  paragraphs  of  it  are  there¬ 
fore  heie  infer  ted  : 
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u  Dear  Friends, 

“  In  that  which  abides  for  ever  we  falute  and 
tenderly  embrace  you,  and  in  the  joy  of  God’s 
falvation  rejoice  with  you,  admiring  and  re¬ 
verencing  that  arm  that  has  thus  far  brought 
us  out  of  darknefs  into  the  marvellous  light 
of  the  Lord,  in  which  the  nations  of  them 
that  are  faved  muft  w7alk,  in  which  light  and 
life  our  unity  and  heavenly  fellowfhip  (lands 
Cure  againft  all  the  attempts  of  fatan,  to  break 
it  either  immediately  by  his  own  fuggeftions, 
or  inftru mentally  by  thofe,  wTho  either  never 
knew  it,  or  having  known  it,  through  an 
evil  heart  of  unbelief,  have  departed  from 
it. 

“  Dear  friends,  our  yearly  meeting  at  this 
time  hath  been  much  larger  than  ever,  not- 
withftanding  the  backfliding  and  apoftacy  of 
divers  with  George  Keith,  and  the  vain  en¬ 
deavours  ufed  by  them,  in  their  re(l- 
lefs  (late  to  trouble  and  divide  us,  which  the 
more  they  attempt,  the  more  the  Lord  unites 
us,  to  his  glory  and  our  comfort,  and  their 
vexation  and  torment,  and  in  this  bleffed  uni¬ 
ty  have  we  had  a  fw'eet  time  together  at  this 
feafon,  which  may  be  truly  called  a  feaft  of 
charity  ;  and  befides  the  public  friends  be¬ 
longing  to  this  meeting,  we  had  with  us  our 
friends  Jonathan  Tyler,  Henry  Payton  and 
Sarah  Clark,  who,  we  are  ferdible,  came  in 
the  love  of  truth  to  vifit  us,  in  which  we  re¬ 
ceive  and  bid  them  God  fpeed  ;  they  have  la¬ 
boured  painfully  and  induflrioully  in  the 
fervice  of  truth,  with  good  acceptance,  and 
are  now  near  leaving  us,  in  order  to  return 
to  England,  whom  we  pray  God  to  protecl, 
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<c  and  give  them  their  (heaves  in  their  bofoms,  chap. 
“  and  provoke  others  to  the  like  fervices,  of  XIW* 

“  which  we  (hall  be  at  all  times  glad.  w 

“  Our  exercife  with  the  Separatids  is  much  l(>97- 
tc  over  here,  only  our  lamentation  over  fome  of 

the  mod  fimple  of  them,  for  whofe  return 
“  we  wait,  fince  they  have  ceafed  to  give  us 
“  didurbance  as  formerly  ;  they  are  at  great  va- 
“  riance  amongd  themfelves,  biting  and  de- 
“  vouring  one  another,  and  furely  the  Lord  is 
“  letting  fall  Ihowers  of  confufion  upon  them, 

“  they  continue  dill  going  back,  divers  of  them 
“  to  water  baptifm,  about  which,  and  the  fup- 
“  per,  and  the  lawfulnefs  of  oaths,  a  great  part 
“  of  their  contention  is. 

“  We  are  fenfible,  dear  friends,  of  your  exer- 
“  cife  with  that  malicious  unruly  indrument 
“  George  Keith ,  the  weight  of  which  we  bore 
“  here  for  fome  time,  and  therefore  can  the 
<c  more  fenfibly  fympathize  with  you,  and  you 
“  by  your  prefent  exercife  with  us.  But  glory 
“  to  God,  though  the  rage  of  him  and  his  adhe- 
“  rents  be  great,  yet  their  time  is  fhort  and  they 
f‘  are  falling  apace,  and  that  power  l  ’fore  which 
“  they  have  begun  to  fall  (hall  accomplilh  what 
“  is  yet  behind  concerning  them,  and  fo,  dear 
“  friends,  we  conclude  letting  you  know  that 
“  through  the  Lord’s  great  mercy  we  enjoy  our 
“  health  generally  here  and  in  the  blelfed  fel- 
“  lowfhip  of  the  gofpel  of  peace,  red  your 
“  friends  and  brethren. 

“  Signed  in  behalf  and  by  appointment  of 
“  the  meeting  by 


“  PH1NEAS  PEMBERTON.” 
K  k 
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chap.  Thomas  Janney,  from  Bucks  county,  Penfyl- 
xm.  vania?  in  the  year  1698,  vifited  friends  in  New 
v--"v  J  England  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  as  did 
i698-  alfo  at  different  times  in  the  fame  year  John 
Simcock,  James  Dihvorth,  William  Biles,  John 
Willsford  and  Nicholas  Wain,  all  from  Penfyl- 
vania ;  Richard  Gove  alfo  this  year  went  with 
Thomas  Chaikley  on  a  religious  vifit  to  friends 
in  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

Several  jettlers  as  we  have  feen  had  already  ar¬ 
rived  from  Wales  to  Penfylvania  ;  Hugh  Roberts, 
who  was  on  a  vifit  there  from  hence,  flayed  till 
this  year,  when  being  about  to  return,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  inhabitants  of  North  Wales  who  had 
refolved  f o  return  with  him,  having  fettled  their 
affairs  for  that  purpofe,  they  together  in  the 
fpring  failed  from  Liverpool  in  a  veffel  belonging 
to  Robert  Hay  dock,  Ralph  Williams  comman¬ 
der,  and  touching  at  Dublin,  failed  from  thence 
the  firff  of  the  third  month  ;  •  fhortly  after  they 
got  to  fea  the  bloody  flux  began  among  the  paf- 
fengers,  and  proved  Very  mortal,  forty-five  of 
them  and  three  failors  having  died  before  their 
arrival  at  Philadelphia,  which  was  not  till  the 
7  th  of  the  5th  month  following.  When  arrived 
they  met  with  a  kind  reception,  not  only  from 
their  relations  and  acquaintance,  that  were  in 
the  country  before,  but  from  others  who  were 
mere  ftrangers  to  them,  in  that  they  under¬ 
lined  not  their  language,  fo  that  it  then  appear¬ 
ed  to  them,  that  chriitian  love  prefided  even  a- 
mongfl  thofe  of  a  different  fpeech  and  profeflion, 
for  they  were  not  now  many  of  them  of 
thofe  called  Quakers  5  in  the  latter  end  of  this 
year  William  "j  ones,  Thomas  Evans,  Robert 
Evans,  Owen  Evans,  Cadwallader  Evans,  Hugh 

Griffith 


5*5 


PEOPLE  called  QJJAKERS. 

Griffith,  John  Hugh,  Edward  Foulke,  JohncH  \  p. 
Humphrey,  Robert  Jones  and  others,  having  xni. 
purchafedof  Robert  Turner  ten  thoufand  acres  of 
land,  in  the  following  year  began  to  improve  and  !^98- 
fettle  it,  and  called  the  townffiip  Gwynedd,  which 
is  in  Engliffi  North  Wales.  There  v/ere  for  fome 
time  after  their  fettlement  but  a  few  of  the 
paffiengers  in  the  fhip  before  mentioned  that  had 
made  open  profeffion  with  friends,  but  feveral 
of  them  had  inclinations  after  it,  which  proba¬ 
bly  was  not  unknown  to  Evan  Evans,  the  then 
officiating  miffionary  to  the  epifcopalians  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  who  made  them  feveral  vifits  with  of¬ 
fers  of  fervice,  but  difcovering  no  encourage¬ 
ment  in  the  way  he  feerned  to  aim  at,  left  them. 

After  fome  time  they  were  generally  convinced, 
and  more  thoroughly  eltablilhed  in  the  princi¬ 
ples -they  had  efpoufed,  and  with  their  families 
met  often  together  to  wait  upon  the  Lord  in 
filence,  at  the  houfes  of  John  Hugh  and  John 
Humphrey,  and  for  their  encouragement  in  this 
way  many  of  their  country-folk,  and  others  of 
their  brethren  in  profeffion,  fome  of  which  were 
piinifters,  came  often  to  vifit  them,  particularly 
Ellis  Pugh,  whom  they  mentioned  as  greatly  in- 
llrumental  in  thofe  early  times  to  the  convince- 
ment  and  eftabliffiment  of  many,  and  adding 
to  the  number  of  thofe  who  afterwards  profef- 
fed  with  friends  ;  frequent  were  his  vifits  and 
labours  in  the  miniitry,  though  he  then  lived  at 
a  confiderable  diflance,  but  in  time  removing 
within  the  verge  of  their  meeting,  he  continued 
a  fervent  labourer  among  them  to  the  end  of  his 
days,  and  many  of  them  with  good  reafon 
thought  they  had  caufe  to  be  humbly  thankful  for 
fuch  a  bleffing. 

O 
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chap.  Elizabeth  Webb  from  Gloucefterfhire  in  Eng- 
xm.  land,  about  this  time  travelled  through  all  the 
J  Englifh  colonies  on  the  continent  of  America, 
1698.  where  friends  were  fettled,  and  was  eminently 
ferviceable  amongft  them  in  the  exercife  of  a 
large  public  teftimony. 

Mary  Rogers  from  England,  was  alfo  here 
now  travelling  on  the  fame  account,  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Gamble  from  Barbadoes,  both  of  whom  vi- 
fited  the  meetings  in  thefe  provinces  to  good  fa- 
tisfaclion. 

! 699-  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1699,  Roger 

r.  Giii and  Gill  and  Thomas  Story  from  England,  arrived 
vlfif thefe  in  Virginia,  and  from  thence  went  to  North  Ca¬ 
pa1^  rolina,  thence  travelled  by  land  to  Philadelphia, 
taking  friends  meetings  in  their  way.  They  made 
a  fmall  fitly  in  the  city,  and  then  fet  out  for  the 
provinces  to  the  Eaftward,  which  having  vifited, 
on  their  return  they  heard  of  the  great  ficknefs 
Epidemical  in  Philadelphia,  what  is  fince  commonly  called  the 
phikdtu  yellow  fever,  which  had  for  a  confiderable  time 
phia.  before  been  very  mortal  in  feveral  of  the  Weft 
India  iflands ;  toward  the  latter  end  of  the 
fummer  this  year  it  raged  there  alfo  with  unufual 
terror,  and  fo  great  was  the  vifitation,  that  a 
perfon  of  note  in  Penfylvania  *,  and  an  eye- 
witnefs,  fpeaks  of  it  in  the  following  terms, 
“  Great  was  the  majefty  and  hand  of  the  Lord, 
“  great  was  the  fear  that  fell  upon  all  flefh  ; 
“  I  faw  no  lofty  airy  countenance,  nor  heard  any 
“  vain  jelling  to  move  men  to  laughter,  nor 
<«  witty  repartee  to  raife  mirth,  nor  extravagant 

*  Thomas  Story,  a  lawyer,  and  afterwards  fome  time 
one  of  the  provincial  council  and  recorder  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.  Vid.  Journal  of  hk  life,  page  224. 

“  feafting 
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£t  feafting  to  excite  the  lulls  and  defires  of  the  c  h  a  v. 
££  flefli  above  meafure,  but  every  face  gathered  xm. 

££  palenefs,  and  many  hearts  were  humbled,  and 
“  countenances  fallen  and  funk,  as  fuch  that  wait-  ‘^99- 
£i  ed  every  moment  to  be  fummoned  to  the  bar 
“  and  numbered  to  the  grave.” 

“  But  the  juft  appeared  with  open  face,  and 
“  walked  upright  in  the  ftreets,  and  rejoiced 
“  in  fecret,  in  that  perfedt  love  that  cafteth 
“  out  all  fear  ;  and  fang  praifes  to  him  who 
££  liveth  and  reigneth,  and  is  worthy  for  ever, 

££  being  refigned  unto  his  holy  will  in  all  things ; 

“  faying,  Let  it  be  as  thou  wilt ,  in  time ,  and  in 
‘c  eternity ,  now  and  for  ever  more  :  nor  love  of 
££  the  world,  nor  fear  of  death,  could  hinder 
££  their  refignation,  abridge  their  confidence, 

“  or  cloud  their  enjoyments  in  the  Lord.” 

The  faid  friends  being  arrived  at  Philadelphia 
from  their  journey  to  the  Eaftward,  found  things 
in  this  languilhing  fituation,  they  remained  there 
fome  time  with  their  friend  and  brother  in  the 
miniftry  Aaron  Atkinfon,  vifiting  and  encourag¬ 
ing  the  lick  and  afflicted,  the  latter  after  fome 
time  was  taken  with  the  diftemper,  but  reco¬ 
vered. 

At  the  yearly  meeting  of  friends  held  in  then  Git1’* 
feventh  month,  Roger  Gill,  who  from  divers  r^.ucrkabie 
inftances  appears  to  have  been  very  deeply  af-' 
fedted  with  the  prefent  heavy  calamity,  in  one 
of  his  public  addrelfes  to  the  Almighty,  with 
great  zeal  and  earneftnefs  folemnly  prayed,  <s  that 
“  the  Lord  would  be  pleafed  to  accept  of  his 
*£  life  as  a  facrifice  for  his  people,  that  a  ftop 
“  might  be  put  to  the  contagion.”  When  he 
firft  heard  of  this  mortality,  he  faid  he  felt  “  a 
<£  great  weight  and  extreife  to  come  upon  him,” 
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chap,  fo  that  he  had  no  eafe  in  his  fpirit  until  he  came 
xiii.  amongft  them,  and  when  he  came,  he  not  only 
^ — v — J  vifited  the  Tick,  but  fuch  was  the  pait  he  took 
i699-  in  their  affliction,  that  he  declared  in  his  public 
preaching  that  44  when  he  was  one  hundred  miles 
44  off,  his  love  in  the  Lord  was  fuch  to  them, 
44  that  had  he  had  wings  he  would  have  flown  to 
44  them.”  After  the  yearly  meeting  was  over 
he  often  expreffed  the  (late  of  his  mind,  and 
that  he  had  not  much  to  do  but  vifit  friends  of 
Burlington,  and  having  accomplilhed  that  jour¬ 
ney,  at  his  return  to  Philadelphia  was  taken  fick 
with  the  common  diftemper,  which  filled  him 
with  great  pain  and  affli&ion  of  body,  and  he 
remembered  in  his  ficknefs  44  the  free-will  of- 
44  fering  of  himfelf  up  unto  the  Lord,  faying  to 
44  thofe  about  him,  it  is  not  in  my  heart  to  re- 
44  pent  of  the  offer  I  have  made,”  and  continu¬ 
ed  notwithflanding  his  pains  exhorting  friends  to 
faithfulnefs,  and  at  a  certain  time  find,  44  the 
44  Lord  hath  fanctified  my  afflictions  to  me,  and 
44  hath  made  my  ficknefs  as  a  bed  of  down;” 
and  when  fome  of  his  friends  fpoke  as  though 
they  had  hopes  of  his  recovery,  he  faid  to  them, 
44  truly  1  have  neither  thoughts  or  hopes  about 
44  being  raifed  in  this  life,  but  I  know  I  fhall 
44  rife  fooner  than  many  imagine,  and  receive  a 
44  reward  according  to  my  works.”  This  fick¬ 
nefs  continued  feven  days  upon  him,  and  a  few 
hours  before  his  death  he  took  his  leave  of  his 
friends  about  him,  by  faying  farewell,  farewell , 
farewell ,  and  calmly  paffed  from  time  to  eternity 
on  the  fecond  of  the  eighth  month. 

Death  of  The  death  of  this  good  man  by  the  common 
R' GlJ-  diftemper,  fo  foon  following  the  public  offer  he 
had  made,  and  the  fickjiefs  ceafmg  in  a  little 

time 
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lime  afterwards,  made  it  an  occurrence  much  c  h  a  p. 
taken  notice  of ;  and  was  the  more  extraordinary,  xin. 
that  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  man  apt 
to  be  carried  away  by  undue  tranfports,  but  cm  '^29- 
the  contrary  was  much  favoured  in  his  public 
fervices. 

44  At  the  ferry,”  fays  Thomas  Story,  44  I  had. 

44  the  affiicfing  news  of  the  death  of  my  com- 
44  panion  Roger  Gill  at  Philadelphia,  at  which 
44  my  foul  was  greatly  bowed,  and  my  heart 
44  tendered,  and  the  ground  whereon  1  fat  was 
44  watered  with  rhy  tears,  in  the  conclufion 
44  whereof  I  was  fully  fatisfied  he  had  obtained 
44  a  crown  of  everlauing  peace  with  the  Lord, 

C4  and  that  his  memory  fhould  not  rot,  nor  his 
44  living  teftimony  fall  in  thofe  American  parts, 

44  wherein  we  had  laboured  together  from  Caro- 
44  lina  to  New  England,  where  many  hearts  had 
44  been  tendered  by  him  and  fouls  comforted, 

44  and  feveral  convinced,  and  all  through  that 
44  divine  power  by  which  he  is  now  raifed  to 
44  glory,  to  ling  praises  to  him  who  fitteth  on 
44  the  throne,  and  ruleth  and  reigneth,  and  is 
44  alone  worthy,  for  ever  and  ever,  Amen.” 

James  Dickenfon,  whofe  fir  ft  and  fecond  vifits 
have  been  mentioned  already,  this  year  fent 
the  following  epiftle  to  friends  in  thefe  provin¬ 
ces  : 


44  Rogerikail,  27th  of  ill  month,  1699. 
44  Dear  Friends,  • 

44  In  the  love  of  God,  my  foul  dearly  faliites 
you  all  in  the  feed  of  life,  in  which  we  are 

44  united 
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chap.  <<  united  the  whole  world  over,  and  are  bound 
“  up  in  that  one  eternal  power  and  fpirit  by 
1699.  “  which  ure  have  been  gathered  to  be  a  people 

to  appear  in  the  world  to  make  mention  of 
44  his  name,  and  that  in  truth  and  righteoufnefs. 
“  All  wait  low  in  the  depth  of  humility,  daily 
44  to  feel  the  operation  and  opening  of  his  eter- 
“  nal  power  upon  your  fpirits,  that  by  it  you 
cc  may  be  all  guided  in  true  fear  and  wifdom  in 
cc  all  your  exerciles  and  fervices  for  God  in  your 
“  fever al  gifts,  and  places  that  God  has  com- 
44  mitted  to  your  trull  and  charge,  that  you  all 
“  be  fhewing  forth  the  glory  and  power  and 
44  wifdcm  of  him  that  hath  called  you  out  of 
44  the  dark  world,  and  its  ways,  cultoms  and 
44  falhions,  into  his  marvellous  light,  to  walk 
44  therein,  and  to  be  faithful  witnefles  for  him, 
ann  tnat  your  lights  may  fo  fhine  before  men, 
44  that  they  may  lee  your  good  works,  that  may 
4"  glorify  your  father  which  is  in  heaven.  My 
44  fpint  and  life  is  often  with  you  in  my  fecret 
55  retirement  unto  the  Lord  in  thofe  remote 
<l  parts  of  the  world. 

44  Oh  !  my  bowels  yearn  towards  you,  night 
'4  and  day,  for  your  growth  and  profperity  in 
4'  ^e  truth,  that  you  may  be  kept  under  the 
44  government  of  Chrift  where  his  peace  will 
44  daily  rife  up  in  your  fouls,  which  will  far 
‘b  tranfcend  all  earthly  enjoyments,  and  redeem 
44  your  affe&ions  out  of  "the  earth,  and  the 
44  fnares  and  corruptions  that  are  in  it,  and  will 
draw  the  afiedtions  heavenwards,  and  to  feek 
“  thofe  things  that  are  above,  fo  will  the  Lord 
44  blefs  you  every  way,  both  inwardly  and  out¬ 
wardly,  and  your  table  will  never  become  a 
“  trap  and  a  fnare  to  you. 
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“  Treafure  the  advice  given  of  old,  truft  not  CHA.P. 
<e  in  uncertain  riches,  but  in  the  living  God,  xni* 

“  and  then  he  will  abundantly  blefs  thofe  parts  'W7V  ' 
“  of  the  world  where  it  is  your  lot  to  dwell,  he 
“  will  be  as  a  wall  of  fire  round  about  you, 

“  and  make  your  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with 
“  you  ;  keep  low,  there  is  your  fafety,  and  look 
“  not  out  but  to  the  Lord,  whofe  eye  is  watch- 
“  ing  over  you  for  good,  and  his  hand  is  full  of 
“  blefiings  to  be  poured  down  upon  you,  if  you 
“  give  him  not  occafion  to  withhold  them  from 
“  you,  by  letting  your  minds  wander  from  him; 

<c  therefore  let  an  holy  care  and  zeal  be  kept 
“  in  by  all,  to  keep  their  minds  clofe  to  the 
“  Lord,  fo  will  he  bring  up  a  godly  concern 
iC  upon  your  minds,  for  the  honour  of  God,  and 
“  a  holy  ftrici  difcipline  amongft  you,  that  all 
“  that  profefs  the  holy  truth,  walk  as  becomes 
“  truth  in  their  life  and  converfation,  and  that 
“  thofe  that  do  not,  be  dealt  with,  and  if  pof- 
“  fible  be  reclaimed,  and  if  not,  to  clear  the 

holy  truth  of  them,  and  to  wipe  off  the  fcan- 
“  dal,  that  may  be  caff  upon  your  holy  pro- 
“  feflion  by  their  disorderly  walkings.  I  do  not 
“  write  thofe  things  becaufe  you  know  them 
“  not,  but  to  fiir  up  your  minds  to  put  them 
“  in  practice,  and  in  order  thereto,  we  are  in 
“  the  practice  of  appointing  two  or  more  faith- 
“  ful  friends  in  every  particular  meeting  to  take 
“  infpeclion  ;nto  the  converfation  of  friends, 

“  how  they  walk  as  becomes  truth,  and  thefe 
“  friends  of  every  meeting,  which  we  call  a  pre- 
<c  parative  meeting,  becaufe  it  fits  thofe  that  are 
“  appointed,  to  give  a  true  account  to  the 
“  monthly  meeting,  that  often  confifts  of  fe- 
li  veral,  and  takes  a  great  deal  of  work  from 

“  the 
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44  the  monthly  meeting,  things  being  done  with- 
44  out  going  thither.  We  find  great  benefit  in 
44  a  ftridt  difcipline,  and  there  is  a  great  need 
44  of  it.  I  defire  you  to  keep  in  the  unity  of 
44  the  fpirit,  which  is  the  bond  of  peace,  and 
44  flir  up  one  another  to  love  and  good  works, 
44  and  that  thofe  whom  God  hath  trufted  with  hea- 
44  venly  gifts  may  all  improve  them  to  his  glory, 
44  and  ftir  up  one  another  to  vifit  remote  parts 
x4  that  want  help,  as  Virginia,  Carolina,  New- 
44  England,  Barbadoes,  Jamaica,  Antigua,  Ne- 
44  vis,  and  let  all  be  done  in  the  love  of  God, 
44  fo  will  he  blefs  you  with  fpiritual  blemngs  in 
44  his  fon  Chrift  Jefus,  in  whom  I  dearly  falute 
44  you  all,  letting  you  know  I  am  well  every  way, 
44  and  to  God’s  eternal  arm  of  power  I  commit 
44  you  all,  and  remain  your  friend  and  brother 
44  in  the  holy  truth. 


44  JAMES  DICKENSON.” 

The  fecond  of  the  8th  month  died  Arthur 
Cooke  of  Philadelphia.  He  came  over  among!! 
feme  of  the  firit  fettlers,  fince  his  arrival  had 
borne  many  of  the  mofl  confiderable  po%  in 
the  government,  which  he  feems  to  have  difeharg- 
ed  with  a  good  character. 

w.  Penn’s  In  the  fixth  month  this  year,  William  Penn  with 

fecond voy-  wj[fe  and  fauiilv  took  fliipping  a  fecond  time 

age  to  Pen-  •  .  r  V*  r  1  •  1  0  i  1  1 

fylvania.  for  his  pro vince  or  real}  i.vama  ;  and  on  the  ninth 
of  the  feventh  month  (September)  they  fet  fail, 
and  were  near  three  months  out  at  fea.  Pro¬ 
vidence,  by  the  tedioufnefs  of  their  voyage,  pro¬ 
tracting  the  time  of  their  arrival,  until  the  danger 
of  the  contagious  diftemper  then  reigning  in  that 
country  W’as  over.  Upon  their  coming  thither. 
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they  were  received  with  the  univerfal  joy  of  c  h  a  p. 
the  inhabitants.  xm. 

Being  now  determined  to  fettle  in  his  pro- 
vince,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  offices  of  govern-  i699- 
ment,  always  preferring  the  good  or  the  country 
and  its  inhabitants  to  his  own  private  interest ; 
rather  remitting,  than  rigoroufly  exacting  his 
lawful  revenues ;  fo  that  under  the  influence 
of  his  paternal  adminiftraticn  the  province  was 
in  an  eafv  and  flouriffiing  condition  :  when  feme 
perlons  here  in  England,  taking  advantage  ot 
his  abfence,  were  endeavouring  to  undermine 
both  his  and  other  proprietary  governments, 
under  the  fpecious  pretence  of  advancing  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown  ;  and  a  bill  for  that 
purpofe  was  brought  into  the  noufe  of  lords. 

His  friends,  the  proprietors  and  adventurers 
here,  prefentiy  reprefented  the  hardffiip  of  their 
cafe  to  the  parliament,  foliciting  time  for  his 
return  to  anfvver  for  himfelf ;  and  accordingly 
giving  him  a  fpeedy  account  how  matters  flood, 
they  prelfed  his  coming  over  forthwith  ;  with 
which  he  feeing  it  neceflary  to  comply,  fum- 
moned  an  affiembly  to  meet  at  Philadelphia, 
to  whom,  on  the  15th  of  September,  1701, 
he  made  the  following  ijpeccn,  viz. 

“  Friends, 

cc  You  cannot  be  more  concerned  than  I 
“  am  at  the  frequency  of  your  fervice  in  atfem- 
<c  blv,  fmee  I  am  very  fenfible  of  the  trouble 
“  and  charge  it  contracts  upon  the  country, 
tc  but  the  motives  being  confidered,  and  that 
“  you  muff  have  met  of  courfe  in  the  next 
te  month,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  it  a 
“  hardffiip  now. 


“  The 
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chap.  «<  The  reafon  that  hastens  your  fefiions,  is 
XIH*  “  the  neceflity  I  am  under,  through  the  endea- 
1701  “  vours  enemies  of  the  profperity  of 

44  this  country,  to  go  for  England  ;  where, 
<c  taking  advantage  of  my  abfence,  fome  have 
“  attempted,  by  falfe  or  unreafonable  charges, 
to  undermine  our  government,  and  thereby 
<c  the  true  value  of  our  labour  and  property. 
“  Government  having  been  our  find:  encourage- 
44  ment,  I  confefs  I  cannot  think  of  fuch  a  voy- 
“  age  without  great  reluclancy  of  mind,  having 
44  promifed  myfelf  the  quietne'fs  of  a  wildernefs, 
44  and  that  I  might  ftay  fo  long  at  lead  with 
44  you,  as  to  render  every  body  entirely  eafy 
44  and  fafe.  For  my  heart  is  among  you  as 
44  well  as  my  body,  whatever  fome  people  may 
44  pleafe  to  think ;  and  no  unkindnefs  or  dif- 
44  appointment  (hall  (with  fubmifiion  to  God’s 
44  providence)  ever  be  able  to  alter  my  love  to 
44  the  country,  and  refolution  to.  return  and 
44  fettle  my  family  and  poflerity  in  it :  but 
44  having  reafon  to  believe  .  I  can  at  tills  time 
44  bell  ferve  you  and  myfelf  on  that  fide  of 
44  the  water,  neither  the  rudenefs  of  the  feafon, 
44  nor  tender  circumftances  of  my  family,  can 
44  over-rule  my  inclinations  to  undertake  it. 

44  Think,  therefore,  (fmce  ail  men  are  mortal) 
44  of  fome  fuitable  expedient  and  provifion  for 
44  your  fafety,  as  well  in  your  privileges  as  pro- 
44  perty,  and  you  will  find  me  ready  to  comply 
44  with  whatfoever  may  render  us  happy  by  a 
44  nearer  union  of  our  interefls. 

44  Review  again  your  laws  ;  propofe  newr  ones 
44  that  may  better  your  circumllances  ;  and 
44  what  you  do,  do  quickly,  remembering  that  the 
44  parliament  fits  the  end  of  the  next  month, 

44  and 
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<{  and  that  the  fooner  I  am  there,  the  fafer  I  hope  c 
“  we  (hall  be  here. 

“  I  muft  recommend  to  your  ferious  thoughts  v" 
“  and  care,  the  king’s  letter  to  me  for  the 
“  afliftance  of  New-York  with  350I.  llerling, 

“  as  a  frontier  government,  and  therefore  ex- 
“  pofed  to  a  much  greater  expence  in  proportion 
“  to  other  colonies  ;  which  I  called  the  lafl 
“  afiembly  to  take  into  their  confideration, 

“  and  they  were  pleafed,  for  the  reafons  then 
given,  to  refer  to  this. 

“  I  am  alfo  to  tell  you  the  good  news  of  the 
“  governor  of  New-York,  his  happy  iflue  of 
“  his  conferences  with  the  five  nations  of  Indi- 
“  ans,  that  he  hath  not  only  made  peace  with 
“  them,  for  the  king’s  fubjeds  of  that  colony, 

“  but  (as  I  had  by  fome  letters  before  defired 
“  him )  for  thofe  of  all  other  governments  under 
“  the  crown  of  England  on  the  continent  of 
“  America,  as  alfo  the  nations  of  Indians 
“  within  thofe  refpedive  colonies :  which  cer- 
w  tainly  merits  our  acknowledgments. 

“  I  have  done,  when  I  have  told  you,  that 
“  unanimity  and  difpatch  are  the  life  of  bufinefs, 

“  and  that  I  defire  and  exped  from  you,  for 
il  your  own  fakes,  fince  it  may  fo  much  contri- 
bute  to  the  difappointment  of  thofe  that  too 
“  long  have  fought  the  ruin  of  our  young 
“  countrv,” 

j 


The  Affembly’s  Addrefs. 

“  May  it  pleafe  the  Proprietary  and  Governor, 

“  We  have  this  day  in  our  afiembly  read  thy 
“  fpeech,  delivered  yefterday  in  council  ;  and 

“  having 
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c  h  a  P.  u  having  duly  confidered  the  fame,  cannot  but 
xiii.  “  be  under  a  deep  fenfe  of  forrow  for  thy  pur- 
“  pole  of  fo  fpeedily  leaving  us,  and  at  the  fame 
'  c*  time  taking  notice  of  thy  paternal  regard  to 
“  us  and  our  pofterity,  the  freeholders  of  this 
cc  province,  and  territories  annexed,  in  thy 
“  loving  and  kind  exprelfions  of  being  ready 
“  to  comply  with  whatl'oever  expedient  and 
“  provisions  we  fhall  offer  for  our  fafety,  as  well  • 
“  in  privileges  as  property,  and  what  elfe  may 
c*  render  us  happy  in  a  nearer  union  of  our 
c*  interefrs ;  not  doubting  the  performance  of 
Ci  what  thou  haft  been  fo  lovingly  pieafed  to 
“  promife,  we  do  in  much  humility,  and  as  a 
“  token  of  our  gratitude,  return  unto  thee 
<c  the  unfeigned  thanks  of  this  houfe. 

“  Subfcribed  by  order  of  the  houfe, 
ct  JOSEPH  CROWD  ON,  fpeaker.” 

ihe  next  month  he  took'  {hipping  for  England, 
and  fafely  arrived  at  Portfmouth  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  December  ;  and  the  fame  month  came  up 
to  London :  after  his  return,  the  bill,  which 
through  his  friends  folicitations,  had  been  poft- 
poned  the  laft  fefiions  of  parliament,  was  wholly 
dropped,  and  no  farther  progrefs  made  in  that 
affair.  It  doth  not  appear  that  after  this  he 
returned  any  more  to  Penfylvania. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE  third  volume  of  this  hiftory  being  now 
fmifhed  according  to  the  propofals,  it  is  appre¬ 
hended  it  may  be  molt  acceptable  to  the  fubfcri- 
bers  to  be  immediately  furnifhed  therewith,  al¬ 
though  not  yet  brought'  up  to  the  prefent  time. 
And  notwithflanding  at  firft  it  was  expedled  the 
whole  might  be  comprehended  in  three  volumes, 
yet  through  an  endeavoui  to  introduce  as  full  and 
diftintf  accounts  of  the  lives  and  fervices  of  the 
molt  confiderable  members  of  the  fociety,  as  the 
materials  in  the  author’s  hands  and  fupplies  of 
new  matter  enabled  him,  to  which  his  attention 
was  particularly  turned,  (agreeable  to  the  opinion 
and  wifhes  of  fundry  friends,)  it  now  appears  a 
fourth  volume  will  be  necelfary  to  complete  his 
plan,  which,  from  the  materials  in  his  hands, 
he  is  willing  to  hope  will  prove  no  unacceptable 
addition.  If  his  endeavours  to  accommodate 
the  defire  and  expectations  of  friends  in  a 
general  way,  may  appear  to  fome  readers  to 
have  drawn  him  into  too  great  a  prolixity, 
he  hopes  their  fympathetic  feelings  with  an 
author  who  hath  many  different  taftes  and  tem¬ 
pers  to  gratify,  will  plead  in  his  favour  to  mode¬ 
rate  cenlure,  and  form  a  candid  judgment  of  his 
laborious  undertaking.  If  the  fourth  volume  fall 
fhort  of  the  extent  of  the  former,  the  price  will 
be  reduced  in  proportion  :  And  if  any  friends 
are  poffelfed  of  any  authentic  anecdotes,  which 
may  be  conducive  to  the  elucidation  or  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  fucceeding  part,  they  will  be  grate¬ 
fully  accepted  by  the  author. 

J.  G. 

4m0.  29th 
1790. 
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A. 

A  C  T  pafled  in  Barbadoes  to 
prevent  the  Quakers  from  bring¬ 
ing  Negroes  to  their  meetings, 
p.  63. 

-  of  toleration  pafled,  p.  232. 

-  of  fettlement  repealed,  p. 

268. 

Addrefs  of  the  people  called  Qua¬ 
kers  to  king  Charles  II.  p.  5. — 
Fidlitious  one  to  king  James,  p. 
160. — Firft  to  king  James,  p. 
162. — Second  to  ditto,  p.  189. 
— To  king  William  on  the  trea¬ 
ty  of  Ryfwick,  p.  416. — To 
ditto,  on  the  French  King’s  pro¬ 
claiming  the  Pretender  king  of 
VOL.  III. 


England,  p.  456. — Forged  ad¬ 
drefs  published,  p.  457. 

Affairs  (public.)  See  public  af¬ 
fairs. 

Affirmation-adl,  application  for 
one,  p.  402,  403. — Committee 
appointed  to  folicit  the  palling 
it,  p.  405. — Form  of  the  af¬ 
firmation,  p.  408. 

B. 

Bangs,  Benjamin,  vifits  Ireland, 
p.  39. — At  Antrim  meets  with 
rude  treatment,  ibid. — His  con¬ 
ference  with  a  company  he  fell 
in  with  on  the  road,  p.  41. 

Barbadoes,  &c.  the  firft  American 
L  1  plantation 
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plantation  vifited  by  the  people 
called  Quakers,  p.  46. — Ge¬ 
neral  imprifonment  there,  p. 
47. —  Greateft  fufferings  for  re- 
fufing  to  bear  arms,  ibid.  See 
George  Fox. — Priefts  there  en¬ 
deavour  to  ftir  up  perfecution, 
p.  53.  See  confeflion  of  faith. 
Barclay,  Robert,  writes  his  anar¬ 
chy  of  the  Ranters,  p.  15. — 
He  is  calumniated  by  the  fepa- 
ratifts,  ibid.  —  See  William  Ro¬ 
gers.  See  Bifhops.  His  death 
and  character,  p.  238. 

- ,  David,  account  of  him, 

p.  181. 

Barry,  James,  an  Independent 
preacher,  calumniates  friends, 
and  being  defired  to  give  them 
a  meeting  evades  it,  p.  253. 
Bennet,  William,  account  of  him, 
p.  30. — His  frequent  imprifon- 
ments,  ibid. — Dies  in  prifon  in 
confequence  of  the  hardfhips  he 
fuffered  there,  p.  33. 

Bierly,  Colonel,  negledts  to  pro- 
tedt  the  proteflants,  p.  282. 
Bifhops  committed  to  the  tower 
for  declining  to  diftribute  the 
king’sfecond  declaration,  p.  1 97. 
Robert'  Barclay  hath  a  confer¬ 
ence  with  them,  p.  198. — 
Tried  and  acquitted,  p.  202. 
Burlington,  (Weft  Jerfey)  yearly 
meeting  eftablifhed  there,  p. 
13°. 

Burnett,  (bifhop)  his  account  of 
George  Keith,  p.  443. — Re¬ 
marks  thereupon,  p.  444,  See. 
Burnyeat,  John,  imprifoned,  p. 
44. — Goes  to  America,  p.  75. 
— In  Maryland  finds  friends 
troubled  by  Thomas  Thurfton 
and  his  party  ;  but  by  tracing 


out  fadfs  he  is  made  manifeft, 
p.  76. — In  Virginia  finds  friends 
feduced  by  J.  Perrot  to  forfake 
meetings,  ibid. — With  much  fo- 
licitation  he  gets  a  meeting  a- 
mong  them,  p.  77. — Which  is 
conducive  to  the  benefit  of  ma¬ 
ny,  p.  78. — He  pays  a  fecond 
vifit  to  friends  in  America,  p. 
75. — The  half  year’s  meeting  at 
Oyfter-bay  difturbed  by  the  op- 
pofition  of  fome  diforderly  pro- 
feffors,  p.  80. — J.  Burnyeat  op- 
pofes  their  cavils,  and  vindicates 
friends,  p.  81.— Embarks  for 
Maryland,  p.  82.— Goes  to 
New  England. — Meeting  at  Sci- 
tuate  difturbed,  p.  93. — Aprieft 
procures  a  warrant  againft  him 
and  John  Stubbs.  See  John 
Stubbs. — His  death  and  cha- 
radter,  p.  291. 

-  C. 

Confeflion  of  faith  publifhed  in 
Barbadoes,  to  obviate  the  en¬ 
deavours  of  the  priefts  to  render 
friends  fufpedfed,  p.  53. — To¬ 
leration  adt  clogged  with  one, 
p.  2  3  2 . — Friends  propofe  a  con- 
feffion  of  their  own,  p.  234. 
Convention  turned  into  a  parlia¬ 
ment,  p.  223. 

D. 

Declaration  of  fidelity  allowed  to 
Quakers,  inftead  of  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  p.  235. 

Dilfenters  in  Ireland  ordered  to 
difeontinue  their  meetings,  but 
friends  keep  up  theirs,  p.  43- — 

For 
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For  which  John  Burnyeat  and 
others  are  imprifoned,  p.  44. 

E. 

Edmundfbury  (Suffolk)  the  magi- 
flrates  thereof  draw  up  an  acri¬ 
monious  petition  to  parliament 
againft  the  Quakers  (fo  called) 
p.  422. — Which  is  fuppreffed, 
P'  423- 

Edmundfon  William,  imprifoned 
for  tithes,  p.  42.  Hath  a  con¬ 
ference  with  the  bifhop,  which 
procures  his  liberty,  p.  43. — 
Lands  in  Barbadoes,  p.  48. — 
In  company  with  Thomas  Briggs 
proceeds  to  Antigua,  where 
they  have  good  fervice,  p.  50. 
— Thence  to  Nevis,  where  they 
are  not  fuffered  to  land,  p.  51. 
— He  fails  from  Ireland  for 
Barbadoes  a  fecond  time,  p.  57. 
— Difputes  with  a  priefl,  who 
complains  to  the  gorernor  a- 
gainfl  him,  p.  59. — William 
Ldmundlon  vifits  the  gover¬ 
nor,  and  brings  him  to  mo¬ 
deration,  ibid. — Appears  be¬ 
fore  the  council,  where  the 
prieft,  unable  to  prove  his 
charges,  meets  with  merited 
reproof,  p.  62. — William  Ed¬ 
mundfon  writes  an  epiflle  to 
the  governor,  See.  p.  62. — Goes 
to  Virginia,  p.  85. — Thence 
through  the  wildernefs  to  Ca¬ 
rolina,  p.  86. — Returns,  and 
gets  difeipline  eflablifhed  in 
Virginia,  p.  87. — Proceeds  to 
New  York,  p.  88. — Travels 
eaflward.  In  danger  by  reafon 
of  the  Indian  war,  p.  106. — 


Vifits  a  religious  people  at 
Reading,  p.  108. — Vifits  the 

feven-day  baptifls,  p.  111 _ - 

Goes  to  New  Hertford  through 
jeopardy,  p.  115. — Is  taken 
prifoner  there,  but  difeharged 
next  day,  p.  117. — E.  Tarff, 
a  ranter,  oppofeth  him,  p.  1 1  S. 
— His  Indian  guide  lofeth  his 
way  in  the  woods,  p.  120. — In 
Virginia  he  lofeth  the  ufe  of  his 

,  limbs  by  the  cold,  p.  122. — 
Goes  to  Carolina  through  the 
wildernefs  in  a  time  of  danger, 
p.  124. — Warns  friends  of  an 
approaching  day  of  trial,  p. 
262. — Propofeth  to  his  Irifh 
neighbours  an  interchange  of 
good  offices,  p.  276. — Endea¬ 
vours  to  ferve  the  Irifh  notwith- 
ftanding  their  infincerity,  p. 
277. — Plundered,  but  is  not 
free  to  remove,  p.  282. — His 
houfe  fet  on  Ere,  and  himfelf 
and  fons  taken  prifoners,  p. 
283. — Carried  to  Athlone, 
where  they  are  indangered  from 
the  populace, p.  285. — Brought 
before  Colonel  Grace,  releafed 
upon  parole,  and  foon  after  fet 
at  liberty,  ibid. — His  wife.  See. 
endeavouring  to  remove  the 
flock  off  her  fon’s  tan-yard, 
furprized  by  die  rapparees,  who 
flripher,  whereby  fhe  got  cold, 
from  which  fhe  never  recovered, 
p.  287. 

Ellwood,  Thomas,  his  epiftle  of 
caution  concerning  G.  Keith, 
p.  384. — Anfwers  Keith’s  nar¬ 
rative,  p.  390. 
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F.  Fox, 
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F.  H. 

Fox,  George,  goes  to  America  Highwood,  Humphry,  impiifon- 
in  company  with  feveral  other  ed,  p.  46. 
friends,  p  48. — Lands  iD  Bar-  Hooton,  Eliz.  her  death,  p.  56. 


badoes,  ibid  — Convenes  the 
mens’  and  womens’  meetings, 
p.  j.9. — Pays  a  vifir  to  the  go¬ 
vernor,  ibid — Hath  a  large 
meeting  at  Bridgetown,  p.  50. 
See  confefEon  of  faith.  —He 
and  his  companions  accufed  of 
teaching  the  negroes  to  rebel, 
p.  54. — Againft  which  charge 
they  vindicate  themlelves,  p. 
55. — He  paffeth  to  Jamaica, 
-fails  for  Maryland,  and  is  in 
danger  pafling  the  gulph  of  Flo¬ 
rida,  p.  83. — At  the  general 
meeting  at  Weft  River  explains 
the  benefit  of  meetings  of  dif- 
cipline,  p.  84. — Goes  through 
the  wildernefs  to  New  Eng¬ 
land,  p.  89. — Eodged  in  the 
houfe  of  an  Indian  king,  p.  90. 
— Half  year’s  meeting  in  Long 
Ifland,  p.  91. — Yearly  meet¬ 
ing  in  Rhode  Ifland,  difeipline 
eftablilhed,  p.  92. — Travels 
to  Maryland  through  the  woods, 
and  thence  to  Carolina,  p.  104. 
— Vifits  the  Indians,  ibid. — 
Returns  home,  ibid. — Writes 
an  epiftle  to  Penfylvania,  p. 
14  7. — An  epiftle  of  caution  to 
fri  ends  on  regaining  their  liberty, 
p.  180. — His  death  and  cha¬ 
racter,  p.  242. 

Fretwel,  Ralph,  a  judge  in  Bar- 
badoes,  convinced,  and  turned 
out  of  his  place,  p.  50. 

G. 

Gregfon,  George,  account  of  him, 
p.  290. 


I. 

James  II.  afeends  the  throne, 
p.  160. — Addrefleth  the  par¬ 
liament  in  ' a  magifterial  ftrain, 
p.  1 66- — Friends  renew  their 
folicitation  in  favour  of  thofe 
in  prifon,  p.  167. — The  king’s 
order  for  their  releafe,  ibid. — 
His  firft  declaration  for  liber¬ 
ty  of  confcience,  p.  188. — Se¬ 
cond,  p.  197.— King  James 
flees  to  France,  p.  203. — Lands 
in  Ireland,  p.  269.— Leaves 
that  kingdom,  p.  266. — His 
death,  p.  455. 

Jay,  John,  (of  Barbadoes),  appa¬ 
rently  killed  by  a  fall  from 
his  horfe,  recovered  by  the 
•bringing  his  neck,  which  was 
diflocated,  into  its  place,  p. 
ior. 

Indians,  their  treaty  with  Wil¬ 
liam  Penn,  p.  136. — Their 
kindnefs  to  the  planters,  ibid. — 
The  concern  of  friends  to 
prevent  felling  them  rum,  p. 
306,  and  their  care  for  their 
inftruCtion,  &c.  p.  307. 
Informers  attempt  to  procure  the 
imprifonment  of  G.  White- 
head  and  others,  p.  174. — 
Difcouraged,  175. 

Ireland,  friends  there  recom¬ 
mend  a  collection  for  the  relief 
of  thofe  in  England,  p.  251. — 
Earl  of  Tyrconnel,  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant,  difarms  the  proteftants, 

many 
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many  of  wham  flee  to  England, 
p.  263. — -The  natives  fpirited 
to  infolence,  p.  264. — A  maf- 
facre  apprehended,  p.  265. — 
W.  Edmundfon  having  been 
abufed  by  troopers,  goes  to 
Dublin  to  complain  to  the  go¬ 
vernment,  p.  265. — Tyrconnel 
hears  their  complaint  with  re¬ 
luctance,  p.  266. — They  make 
application  to  others,  ibid. — 
They  are  referred  to  the  chief 
jultice  Nugent,  by  whom  the 
troopers  are  committed  to  jail, 
p.  267. — A  Cl  of  fettlement  re¬ 
pealed,  p.  268.  — King  James 
lands  in  Ireland,  which  becomes 
the  feat  of  war,  p.  269  — The 
people  called  Quakers  keep  their 
habitations  and  meetings  in  the 
midlt  of  danger,  ibid. — The 
proteftants  of  Londonderry  re- 
folve  to  defend  themfelves,  p. 
272. — The  war  breaking  out, 
friends,  with  others,  expoied  to 
great  lofs  and  hardlhip,  p.  273. 
— Battle  of  the  Boyne,  ibid  — 
King  James  leaves  the  king¬ 
dom,  p.  274.—  Parties  of  the 
Irifh  army  cruelly  plunder  the 
proteftants,  p.  2  75  — King  Wil¬ 
liam  publilheth  a  general  pro¬ 
clamation  of  pardon,  p.  277. — 

See  William  Edmundfon. - 

The  Irilh  army  left  under  no 
{hid  dikipline,  plunder  the 
country,  p  279. — The  half- 
year’s  meeting  held  in  courfe 
in  this  perilous  fcafon,  p.  280. 
— A  mortal  diltemper  breaks 
out,  p.  290. — Care  of  friends 
there  to  prtferve  their  members 
from  anxious  purfuit  of  riches, 
p.  460. — Their  fentiments  in 


refpeCt  to  the"  affirmation,  p. 
461. — Their  care  in  maintain¬ 
ing  the  difeipline,  p.  462. — A 
ptovincial  vilit  performed,  p. 
473. — Epiftle  from  the  province 
meeting  at  Caftledermot,  p.474. 

K. 

Keith,  George,  removes  to  Penfyl- 
vania,  p.  317. — Is  appointed 
mailer  of  the  free-fehooi  there, 
p.  3  1 8. — His  education,  See.  p. 
319. — Entertains  fome  fanciful 
notions,  p.  321. — Lets  in  an 
afpiring  mind,  p.  323. — Begins 
to  quarrel  w'ith  friends,  p.  325. 
— Treats  Thomas  Lloyd  and 
other  magillrates  with  great 
rudenefs,  p.  330.  —  Refle&s 
upon  the  meeting  of  minillers, 
p.  331. — Difowned,  p.  333. — 
Sets  up  a  feparate  meeting,  p. 
339. — Refledls  upon  the  magi¬ 
llrates,  See.  p.  341.  —  Prefented 
by  the  grand  jury,  p.  342. — His 
cafe  brought  before  the  yearly 
meeting,  p.  382. — Ordained  a 
prielt,  p.  442. — Biffiop  Bur¬ 
net’s  account  of  him,  p.  443. — 
Difowned  by  the  yearly  meet¬ 
ing,  p.  443,  446. — His  par- 
tiians  in  America  continue  trou- 
blefome,  p.  506. — They  fall 
into  divifions  and  dwindle 
away,  p.  5  1 1, 

L. 

Life  of  William  Bennet,  p.  30. 

- Thomas  Stordy,  p.  33. 

- Eliz.  Hooton,  p.  56. 

- John  Thomas,  p.  149. 

- Thomas  Langhorn,  p.  1  3 : 

LiL 
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Life  of  William  Gibfon,  p.  154. 

. - David  Barclay,  p.  1  8  1 . 

- - Anne  Whitehead,  p.  183. 

- - Alexander  Parker,  p.  237, 

- - Robert  Lodge,  p.  243. 

, - Robert  Barclay,  p.  246. 

- George  Fox,  p.  250. 

—  - Thomas  Salthoufe,  p.255. 

_ Thomas  Carleton,  p.  260. 

. - George  Gregfon,  p.  290. 

- - John  Burnyeat,  p.  291. 

—  - Robert  and  Jane  Gwen,  p. 

301. 

- John  Skein,  p.  304. 

. - Chridopher Taylor, p.  309. 

- - Stephen  Crifp,  p.  360. 

- - Rebecca  Travers,  p.  219. 

, - - William  Dewfbury,  p.223. 

. - Charles  Mar  {hall,  p.  423. 

. - John  Crook,  p.  433. 

. - Robert  Barrow,  p.  4S9. 

Lurting,  Thomas,  p.  127,  note. 

N, 

New-Enghnd.  Thatcher,  pried  of 
Bodon,  endeavours  to  revive 
perfecution,  p.  95. — James  Lan- 
cafter  and  John  Stubbs  impri- 

ioned  and  banifhed,  ibid. - 

Death  of  Richard  Bellingham, 
ibid. — Rigid r.cfs  dill  prevalent 
there,  p.  99. — Meeting  at  New- 
London  broken  up  by  officers 
and  armed  men,  p.  I  13. 

Norfolk,  feme  prieds  thereof  chal¬ 
lenge  a  difpute,  p.  41  7. —  Pub- 
li/h  two  abufive  trads,  p.  418. 
--Procure  a  petition  to  parlia¬ 
ment  again d  the  Quakers,  p. 
429. — Which  is  fuppreffed,  p. 
421. 


O. 

Oaths  application  for  relief  in  re-, 
gard  thereto,  p.  402,  403.  See 
affirmation. 

Orange,  prince  of,  application  to 
him  in  favour  of  the  repeal  of 
the  penal  and  ted  laws,  and  his 
anfwer,  p.196. — Invades  Eng¬ 
land,  p.  203. — He  and  the 
Princefs  declared  King  and 
Queen  of  England,  ibid.  andp. 
229. 

Owen,  Robert  and  Jane,  account 
of  them,  p.  3d. 

P. 

Parliament  excepts  againd  the 
king’s  difpenfing  power,  p, 
167. 

Penn,  William,  writes  A  brief 
Examination  of  Liberty  fpi- 
ritual,  p.  15. — Goes  to  Pen- 
fylvania,  p.  1 34.— Returns, 
p.  153.— His  intimacy  at  court 
fubjects  him  to  cenfure  and  fuf- 
picion,  p.  179* — Williajn  Pop¬ 
ple’s  Letter  to  him,  p.  204. — 
His  anfwer,  p.  210. — Sum¬ 
moned  before  the  lords  of  coun¬ 
cil,  p.  219. — His  further  trou¬ 
bles,  p.  238. — Pays  a  vifit  to  the 
wedern  counties,  p.  399-  — 
Appoints  a  meeting  at  Wells, 
which  is  broken  up,  p.  401.- — 
Vifits  Ireland  in  company  with 
Thomas  Story  and  John  Eve- 
rot,  p.  464. — Meetings  largely 
attended,  ibid. — Horles  feized 
at  Rofs,  p.  465. — Meeting  at 
Cadiel  attempted  to  be  difperfed, 
p.  467. — Their  epidle  to  the 

yearly 
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yearly  meeting,  p.  470. — Goes 
to  America  a  fecond  time  with 
purpofe  to  refide  there,  p.  522 *■ 
But  by  fome  invidious  attempts 
to  injure  him  there,  is  obliged  to 
return  to  England,  ibid. 

Penfylvania  granted  to  William 
Penn,  from  whom  it  receiveth 
its  name,  and  who  is  made  pro¬ 
prietor  thereof,  p.  1 3 1 — W. 
Penn  publifheth  an  account  of 
the  country,  p.  132. — His  let¬ 
ter  to  the  Indians,  p.  133. — 
Takes  dripping  for  his  province, 
p.  1  — Is  received  with  de- 

monftrations  of  affection,  p. 
133. — His  treaty  with  the  In¬ 
dians,  p.  136. — ICindnefs  of 
the  Indians  to  the  new  fettlers, 
ibid. — Fir!!  general  a/Tembly, 
p.  138. — Their  unanimity,  ibid. 
— Conditution  and  government, 
P-  '  39- 

Perrot,  John,  fome  at  Salem  car¬ 
ried  away  with  his  notions,  p. 
96.  See  John  Burnyeat. 

Philadelphia  begun  to  be  built,  p. 
i46.-Meeting-h.oufe  built  there, 
P-  300- 

Public  a'ffuirs,  p.  4,  p.  165,  &c. 

Qi. 

Quakers,  ffditious  addiefs  to  king 
James  attributed  to  them,  p. 
160. — Their  tirll  application  to 
King  James,  and  their  fuffering 
cafe,  p.  162,  &c. — Their  com¬ 
plaint  and  petition  again!!  in¬ 
formers,  p.  170. - Requtd 

commi!Tioners  to  examine  the 
truth  of  their  allegations,  which 
is  granted,  p.  172. — Comnrif- 
fioners  draw  up  their  report,  p. 
I  73. — Their  futfeiing  as  popith 
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Thatcher,  pried  of  Bodon,  en¬ 
deavours  to  revive  perfection, 

?■  95-  .  . 

Tithes,  friends  dill  liable  to  ex¬ 
orbitant  fufferings  on  account 
thereof,  p.  395. — And  prefent 
a  petition  to  the  king  in  relation 
thereto,  p.  396. — Claufeinthe 
affirmation  act  refpedting  them, 
p.  408. 

W. 

Wedjerfey,  fettlement  of  friend* 
there,  p.  125. —  They  hold  their 
meetings  at  fird  in  a  tent,  p. 
126. — Commence  a  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  yearly  meeting 
of  London,  ibid.  See  Burling¬ 
ton. 

Widders,  Robert,  accompanies  G. 
Fox  in  vifiting  fundry  parts  of 
America,  p.  10 1,  Sc c. 

Wheatly,  Caleb,  (who  had  joined 
G.  Keith)  his' acknowledgment, 
p.  509,  &c. 

William,  Rogers,  (of  Providence, 
New  England)  challengesfriends 
to  a  difpute,  p.  97. 

Wilfon,  Thomas,  in  company  with 
James  Dickenfon,  vifits  friends 
North  America,  p.  346. — 
His  account  of,  and  conferences 
with  G.  Keith,  p.  347. 

Y. 

Yearly  meeting  alternately  at  Bur¬ 
lington  and  Philadelphia,  p. 
306. 


